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Introduction

The material in this dictionary was prepared by the Ogba Language Committee between 1983 and 1994. The
original plan was to have the definitions entirely in Qgba language as well as the explanatory material. The
electronic file was among the documents left by Kay Williamson, presumably with the intention of
publishing it. I understand that the main author promoting the dictionary has died, which may explain why it
never reacehd print. The text looks as if it was typed from a manuscript but never corrected. Despite this, the
scientific names suggest that Kay Williamson had an input at some stage. Some entries are lacking
definitions and some of the example sentences are not translated, so there was clearly more work to be done
before it could be published. Some definitions do not make sense and T? means there was a question over
the tone-marking. These queries have been left in the ms. for the time being. Many of the parts of speech
assigned appeared to be wrong, so I have corrected these as far as possible. However, we lack the sort of
description of Ogba which would clarify some of these issues. Nonetheless, the dictionary represents a
substantial piece of work and should not be ‘lost’.

The present version is intended to make available the data on a provisional basis, until further work with the
Ogba committee can establish a final form desired by the local community. The original title page is left,
which gives the names of those who contributed to the work.

Changes in the manuscript
The following changes were made for this circulation version;

1. English corrected

2. Fonts changed from [PA Kiel to Times New Roman

3. Ogba definitions taken out

4. Qgba parts of speech replaced by English abbreviations
5. Text formatted as a table

The main absence is any preface describing the circumstances of the creation of the dictionary and an
explanation of the phonology and orthography. This will be reconstructed in future versions.
Orthographic system

The tones and phonology of Ogba are very similar to standard Igbo; the main difference appears to be
pervasive post-nasalised consonants, here represented as Cn.

Palatalisation represents something of a problem in this manuscript. Palatalised consonants are generally
represented with Ci, but are also assigned tone-marks. Thus hyé ‘go wrong’ is represented in the dictionary
as hieé. This is misleading as it suggests sequences of tweo tone-bearing vowels and should probably be
adjusted before publication.

Because of the presence of many di- and trigraphs in Qgba, alphabetization is strictly by the single letters;
e.g. aga-, agb-, agh-, agn-, agw-.

Tones: high (unmarked), low (), falling ("), downstep (7).

Further data

The comparative Igboid manuscript of Kay Williamson (f) contains Igboid data including some lexical
items not in the present manuscript and trascribed rather differently. Further work will be required to unite
these two data sources.



Parts of Speech

Ogba words can be classified according to the function they have in the sentence. These are known as 'parts
of speech' -the most well-known types are nouns and verbs. The following table gives the abbreviations
potentially used in the dictionary with short explanations;

Abbrev  Full form Explanation
iation
a.  Adjective Describes a noun
adv.  Adverb Qualifies a verb
aux.  Auxiliary Added to a verb to modify it, like a tense-marker
cond.  Conditional Describes the relation between two events
conj.  Conjunction A word used to join two or more nouns, verbs or clauses
dem. Demonstrative =~ Words used to point out something. 'this', 'that' etc.
excl.  Exclamation Greetings or expressions that do not form part of an ordinary sentence
int.  Interrogative Question words
n.  Noun Refers to things, objects etc.
n.p.  Noun phrase A phrase where a head-noun is joined to other words to form an expression
num.  Numeral Number
part.  Particle Short words added to complete the sentence
p.n.  Proper Name A name of a person or object; always capitalised
prep.  Preposition A word positioning nouns or verbs in time or space
pron.  Pronoun A word that stands for a noun
v. Verb Describes action
v.i Intransitive A verb with no object
Verb
v.n.  Verbal Noun A noun formed directly from a verb to express a state of being
v.p.  Verb phrase A phrase where a head-noun is joined to other words to form an expression
v.t.  Transitive verb A verb with an object
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Qgba dictionary circulation version

QOgba-English dictionary

Qgba PoS English
A.

a=a excl. exclamation of pain or fear

aa-a excl.  expression of surprise

aba'"ava n. hot period when fruits yield well
aba®®) n. front of leg; shin

aba=ava excl.  shout of fear

aba' n. fish-eating bird

aba’ n. iron leg-fetters

ababa=ababa n. sandfly

ababra n. ground cassava

abada n. block-print cloth

abida=abda n. elephant grass (Pennisetum purpureum)
abagla n. fat

abali n. night

Abam=Avam n. area in Igbo territory
abarata=abarata= n. child

nwabrata=nwata

abasa n. eye disease; ‘Apollo’

abigwe (<aba- n. native doctor's iron hook, fastened into ground or on house

igwe)

abirima=abi n. African mud-fish, Protopterus annectens; fig.,, a child who is slow
learning to speak

abna'=avna n. hot period when fruits yield well

abna’=avna n. cutting edge of matchet; front of the leg; shin

abnam' n. old cutlass

Abnam’ n. ancient age-grade

abnarna n. lake

abnarna-bnarna n. wooden tool for pond-digging

=abnarna-bnarna

abnurng=avnurnu n. Nile Perch (Lates niloticus)

abo n. first and lesser peak of yearly flooding of river

abf=avo n. long basket for carrying loads on head or bicycle

abochi'=isi-atuti n. early morning

abochi’ n. first month in Qgba calendar

aboma n. bad thing

abosi n. tree producing red wood, camwood (Baphia nitida); red

Abua n. Abua people at Ahoada

abubo n. snake (general term)

acha n. palm-wine or palm-oil plantation

achakracha-ikpno n. large shrimp or ‘lobster’

achakra-uboma n. pebble; gravel

achj’ n. hip, where groin is joined to waist

1
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achi? n strong lateral root

achji’ n callus on knees or elbows

Achichara (E) n name of an age-grade

achira=achra n Blue-Breasted Kingfisher (Halcyon malimbicus)

ada n. dung beetle

ada n small monkey which leads others

adaka’ n old, large-barrelled dane-gun

adaka’ n yellowish monkey

adaka-gzo=adaka- n small chimpanzee

ez

adna' n. first daughter

Adna’ p-n.  name for first daughter

adnadiri n. husband's senior sister

Adnagwii p-n.  name of daughter

adnane n. sister

Adnadbi p.n. daughter that rebuilds the family

adnauma n. parent's spoilt daughter

ado n. bamboo pith mat

adu n. seed of African Star Apple; mghé whne gbra-adu extra or odd number
(the fruit has five seeds)

adﬁl callus on elbows, knees, or hip

adi’ frame of bamboo bark (for thatch-making)

aduka edible fruit of water-lily

afa'=apa small tilapia and similar fish

afa’=apa large Nile Perch, Lates niloticus (cf. akpa (enya oknii))

afara=apara
afi=api
Afrika

afQ
aga'
agada=ngida
agadi
agadima
agala=agila
agamébu
agba

agba'

agba’

agba

agbadi
agbadi
agbara
agbida'

agbida’=agbida-

igweé

B PP BBEBBBBBEBPPBBEBBBEBBEBBEBBBSB

tray; basin; plate

foreskin; part removed during circumcision
Africa

half

chisel

stool, chair

old/aged person

huge; big; large; tall

spear

thorny weed (Acanthus montanus)
pitcher

pieces of broken objects

thickness

calabash vessel/bowl

wrestling drum

keg of gunpowder

ghost, spirit

bed

hoop-edged screen for fish-drying
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agbna n. paint

agbna n. jaw

agbni n. climbing rope

agbnurnu=agburu n. lineage; genealogy

=¢gbnurny, usu
agboji=agbnuoji=e
ji=ejiji

agbd'
agh9’=agbogd
agbo'

agbo’

agburu

agha

aghara
aghara-ekwi
aghigho=aghugho
aghnam
agidagwu
agida=okro
agidaga

agila
agila-egbhé
agna

agnagna

agni

agrere

agro

agwa

agwa
agwadama
agwagwara
agwe

aguiyl

agwo

agwuba

aha

ahara

ahia

ahnuhnu
ahnurnu-
=ithnurnu-okpo
aho

ahra

ahriahi

aja’

housefly

B

swampy area
teenage girl

calabash pitcher

lineage

without hair, as when shaved; isi agburu shaven head
battle; war

confusion

bunch of palm-fruit whose fruits have been removed
subtlety; trick; cunning

fish sp., Ctenopoma kingsleyae

large drag-net with long fish-rooms, dragged by many hands
edible frog

long open flexible trapping basket, thrown to lie on river bed
stick for setting traps, snares, and wedges

thin iron rod for loading dane-gun

bride-price

palm-wine beetle

leopard; ‘tiger’

mat

potash-medicine

strong climbing rope for tying

habit; action

habit

fish sp. Polypterus

island

crocodile

snake

razor

tool for boring holes

not mild

market

suffering; misery

beard

PP PP BPPRPPPPRPBPBREBEPBPREBREPRPPEPRPEPRPBPEBRPREPBPPREBRPRPPEBPPRPEBRBRDP

year, one year ; ah¢-gra-aga last year
perforation

twisted objects

rub/paint rapidly and roughly

3
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ajabula n. irresponsible person

ajni n. parasitic plant

Ajokwnii n. god of yams

aju n. question

aju n. fainting; dizziness

aka n. ancient necklace worn by old men
aka=aka-madu n. old, aged person

aka n. green snake

akakpo n. fish, probably tilapia

akakpo n. stuntedness, dwarfism

akakpiru n. blunt, ancient object

akami n. bitter kola (Garcinia kola)

akamu n. corn starch, pap
akara=akra=¢krik n. eddy (of water)

a

akara=akra$ n. ground bean-pulp fried in oil
akawu n. potash

akilo=aklo n. chain; chain with bells for wrestling
akiriko n. oyster [??], water-snail

akitakama n. a good handful of

akito n. bell

akiko n. story, fable

akita n. fish, Polypterus spp.

aklo ?

akna n. ancient person

aknakna n. name of plant

aknamani n. hard oil

aknani-ukwii n. back of the ankle ?

aknanyi n. weak, lazy, dull, poor

akni n. nut, kernel

aknij-imi n. nervous sting in the upper nostrils while diving in deep water
akni-mini n. fruit from water-weed
aknj-mini-igwe n. hail

akni-ntni n. the part of the upper jawbone behind the ear
aknini n. alone [recheck?]

akninya=aknanyi n. thatch

akninyele n. next year

akni- n. coconut

oyibo=akni bo=ak

nj-mbo (E.)

ako n. hard brink, bank

ako n. hunch-back

akodi n. diving fish-eating bird, probably the African Darter
akogu n. hero, warrior

akolorioma n. vulture (Neophron monachus)

4



Qgba dictionary

circulation version

Qgba PoS English

ako n. fish sp., Heterotis niloticus

akom n. malaria

akuro=akr¢ id. dryness

akpa' materials used to manufacture medicine

akpa®™ occupational attributes; things one uses to make one's living
Akpa n. family name in Qgba and Ekpeye

akpa' calabash container

akpa’ iron belt to fasten bales (of clothes) or bundles of zinc or kegs together
akpa smaller Nile Perch (Lates niloticus)

akpako mocking nickname for big cow

akpako-mini
akpala=akpla
akpara=akpra
akpara=akpra [T?]
akparata
akpata

akpati

akpatika
akpatu

akpe

akpi'

akpi’

akpf’

akpiri

akpnani
Akpnu'

akpnu®
akpnurnu
akpnurnu

akp9 = akpukpo
akpnukpnu
akpo-ewhii
akpo-okobo
akpu=akpukoro
akpiri
akpuruka
akputu=ekputu
akwa=akwukwa
akwa

akwarl

akwna
akwnarna
akwnarna ngwo
akwu

akwubé

5P PP PP PP PEPEEEEEEE PP TBEEEEEEEEPEPEEEREB BB PE P BET PP

wave or wake made by speedboat on water
black centipede which feeds on snails
conduct

native diviner's string of dried shells, held during divination
mat used for spreading out grains

severe skin disease, measles

box, chest, keg

fish

pretence

noblewoman

twisted rope for climbing

scorpion

very bitter herb

miserliness

small in size, stuntedness

s

name of family in Qgba

silk-cotton tree

palm mid-rib

line, mark, ridge; akpnurnu-uzo ?

animal skin, leather, hide

crawling on belly or buttocks

skin

lock; padlock

cassava

silence as that of hiding long-snouted crocodile, ‘alligator’
thread

rough surface as of rumpled leather
separation, as when undergoing menstruation
yoke

climbing stem

bed

vein, nerve

raffia

door

tree
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akwuru articles

ali' ground, earth, soil

ali? city, town, village

Al?ignarna name in fables for Tortoise's father
alo necklace, beads

alo Welcome!

ama playground

ama measurement

ama' thunder

ama’ reference

amadi wealthy person

amarna paddle for canoe

aniiso
anu-mini
anu-ela
and-¢kpury
an{i-mpra
anu-?imiali
anu-oglogo
anu-okninyé
any-9jo
anyanya
anyanya-ibii
any]

anyi

apa

apaeri
apapa
apara=apra
apari=mkpade
api=afi

S P s EPPBEP PP PE BB BB P QBT B BB
el =

young akg fish

stiff sucking tube (ehia uwhno) weed for the above
old dance

witch

penis

prophecy

trying as with charms or signs
kind of yam

animals

meat, flesh

leopard, ‘tiger’

dog

crocodile

monkey

‘alligator’

buffalo

pig

snake

tortoise, turtle

leopard

horse

ass, donkey

sun

fish sp. Physailia pellucida
fish

climbing stem

groundnut

tray

fool

state of uncircumcised foreskin around an uncircumcised penis

half (a penny or kobo)
snake
water lines drawn by moving boat; wake
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arazné v.n.  petting

ari n. millipede

aria n. wooden vessel

arigna n. yam

ariri n. suffering, state of misery

aritro n. worm

arna n. crest, cockscomb

ard n. dream

aro n. spear

ari n. never happened, abomination [?]
aruga n. pinning hook

aruru n. excreta, faeces, stool, manure, dung
arusa excl.  greeting (as of one from trouble)
arusu n. rice (< Port.)

asa n. fish sp. Gymnarchus niloticus
asa n. weed

asi n. hatred

asi n. lies, falsehood

asima n. mark, sign

asna n. omen

asp' n. young palm-frond

asp’ n. stone through which fire is kindled in a dane-gun?
asu n. tree

asusu n. strong wind

asusu n. language

asusu V. shaking

ata p.n. child's pet name

ata n. story

ataba n. tobacco

atach] a. not tasty

atagla n. bamboo pith mat

atakiri n. child

atakiri n. ayam

atna' n. grass (Loudetia spp.)

atna’ n. pimple

atna=ata T? n. cover-cloth

atni n. distance, farness

atnu n. bush-cow, buffalo (Syncerus caffer)
atnurnii n. sheep

atima n. fish

atutu n. measurement

awa n. snake

awa n. weed

awara n. facial marks

awo n. garment
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Awg n. community in Orlu, Imo State

awro n. boxing charm

awil n. monitor lizard, ‘iguana’ (Varanus niloticus)

awuruawu n. strings of tiny bells worn around the waist in wrestling matches and
dances

awusi n. tree

awlawa=awawa n. ancient Qgba dance

aya=ya pron. third person pronoun singular

aya n. suffering person of the lowest order

aya V. spend money on a long-term sickness

ayagra n. spoilt object

ayaka' n. worn-out object

ayaka’ n. nickname for a person in frequent or continuous illness; name or term for
such person?

ayii!=ayiwo! excl.  shout of pain or distress

ayo n. onion

aza n. stuntedness, small size

azama n. beans

azawara n. low land, track usually showing boundary

azigba! excl.  expression of surprise

azi' n. weak, lazy person

azi’ n. silence

aznu n. fish (generic)

azni n. behind, back

aznuno=aznulo n. behind the house, backyard

aznurnu n. leather fan

B

ba' V. grow, increase, multiply, extend

ba® V. break off (as sand or earth falling off from the main structure)

ba ! excl. never. Ba! Nde Qgba eriga agw§. Never! Qgba people do not eat snakes.

ba'=pa V. carry gently in two hands

ba’ V. soak, keep in liquid

ba’ V. foul, mess up a place with watery faeces, or keep dirty water in dirty
vessel [?examples or definitions]

baba id. here and there

bala V. scatter (as heap)

barabara' id. describes leaking fast

barabara’ id. describes extravagance

be' V. cry out, shout

be’ open or close (as door, gate, or window)

be’ V. lean against

be* id. differently



Qgba dictionary

circulation version

Qgba PoS English

be! end, expire

be? V. perch (as bird)

bé*=bné ?begin, commence. ?Afinya bésila=bnosila I'elu gjni. éjela m ibési mma
I'ornu ya i wasiri m

be? V. dig a hole for planting yam, maize, cassava

bérébereé id. ?

bi' dwell, live at/in, settle down

bi’ v. cut into lengths

bibi destroy, damage

bigbo V. roar, bark

bigna id. clear as dawn

bihuru V. greet and respond to a masquerade ?

bikwe v. reply loudly

bipu=biga V. pull and cut ?

bira V. start to rot at a particular place?

biri=bri V. dwell

biribiri=bribri id. easily cut/ broken when pulled

biribiri'=bribri id. at dusk, dawn, in the early morning

biribiri’=bribri id.  unsteadiness

biribiri’=bribri id. ?crackling sound of blazing fire

bisi=bido=gbube v. start, begin (as to weave); bisi ekiteé ?

bisu V. loose ?

bitu v. touch

biwa V. burst

bna v. peel, remove

bna!=ba! excl. never!, no!

bna v. enter, join with/in; Bna 12 nwanya=jninya nwinyé ka madi commit
adultery

bne slice, peel (as some fruits); bne mb§=kpé mbé trim finger-nails

bne ?

bné=bno=bé settle, perch, as flying object; Nnunu brnela 1'osi ubne The bird settled
on the pear tree.

bninya V. pick up, esp. lost object

bninya V. come in, enter

bno V. hide in order to eavesdrop

bnu=bnu ubni V. scramble for; bnu ubnii, bnu okwii

bnu' v. uproot, dig up from the base

bni’ V. hatch, produce (chicks). E? Mu umu hiara ahia 1'0hnu ogo

bni’ egwii v. sing a song

bnubnu=bubu V. rain in light showers

bo v. make false accusation

bobobo=bubobo a. describes brightness; Eluigwé nwumafo bubobo 1'utu ni The sky was
very bright this morning ?

bo' V. appear, rise from depth, as from diving; Ewho-imé ka a ya bola;

Eznikrne bola I'omi ?

9
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bo® V. weed with hoe or matchet

bo® V. scratch the earth as fowls; Oriéba werega ibo ukwu I'ali achore whne-
orikaa?

bo* \% comb hair; Ezé wéréga mbo-isi ka ékne abo ékéta isi ?

bgs \Y tell, reveal as of parable, secret

bo' \% break of day; Che, ka chi bo.

bo® V. cut into pieces (animals or fishes), cut open, ‘butcher’, dissect

bogobogo a robust, healthy; Nwinye Osa di bogobogd Osa's wife is healthy.

brikasa n long floating net used by one or two people

brim a. calmly, in silence/perfect stillness

brobro id. loosely pounded, as fufu

bu V. carry, fast, frown

bu praise, exaggerate, (wax cold) ?

buruburu=brubru id. dusty, as of floor/water

bu' V. curse

bu’ V. spit

bu' V. be (am, is, are), be equal to

bu’=viu V. damp, half-wet

bugubugu - saw

buruburu=brubru id. not finely ground

CH

cha v. cut or slice into tiny pieces

cha!=chai!=chua!=
ché!=chei!=
cheyiowu
chacharara

chakoi

che'

che?

che’

ché
ché!=cheyi!=chei!=
cheyiwuo!

chéfiya

chéya, chiye,
chninya, chiya ?
cheyiwo
chézu=cheézu,
chezuma

chi, chi'= nchi
chi=ch{’

chiko

excl. exclamation of fear or sorrow

id. ?without any part left, at once

over-high, over-tall

wait, stop, stand still, keep watch, guard, lie in wait
preserve, reserve

present (e.g. kola)

< 2 =< =9

think, call to mind. Biko, ché kpe i mé-me uka ni.
excl. exclamation of fear, trouble or sorrow

remember
remember

<

excl. exclamation of fear or sorrow

v. forget
god, idol
n. sun, day

warm the body by fireplace or in sun; Chikg gkwnu; Chikg anyl.

10
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Chileké=Chiukwu, p.n. God the Creator

Ekike

chi' V. rule, supervise, govern; chi atnurni lead sheep

chi’ V. collect much at the same time, pack

chi' v. force out excreta/urine by holding breath

chi’ V. cover by flood

chicha v. slice, shred into particles

chichichi=tititi id. ? expression for all is fitfully strong and healthy

chili V. raise (as hands)

chim id. ?expression for slight pricking; Ewho tila m chim I'egwnurnii; Ognu-
iné tiri m chim I'ukwu

chna' V. be ripe, ripen; Mkpuru-osi ichna achna.

chna’ v. be white

chna=?chrna V. take other direction, give way for, clear

chnachnachna v. act roughly and hastily

chnaga V. finish completely

chni' V. enthrone, make king, organize, form, ordain, appoint

chni’ V. complain, state, tell matters

chni® V. act to end, close, stop

chni' V. walk out to visit

chni’ V. bring about, cause to come (as trouble); I chni ni 14 m uka; Onye ugwil
roniga ichnini madu uka.

chni’ v. go/walk about so as to spy/inspect/select; Chni uld, Chni ali, Chni oke
ali, Chni ornu.

chni’ v. cut shaped object artistically to fit (as lids/covers)

chnichni V. rub/grind on special spot

chnini V. do for, act for, deputize

chnirni v. bite; Adnauma chnirniri; Adnaego ernii kpe wo liri ogwnil.

chnu-u id. describes a sudden pang; Ewhg dnala mi chnu-u, l'ira mini ewho éwr¢
abochi

chnu v. offer sacrifice/gift/praise

chnuchnu V. rub/scrub clean

choi excl.  describes sudden contact with hot water

choké=choke V. beat out sparks of fire on firebrands

chokroro id. describes a harsh voice

cho V. look for, search, desire, wish; Jisi ikne chg ime ka udno di; chofiya find
out

chychi n. church [<English]

choi n. describes small stature

chre V. wait

chu' v. place vessel underneath to catch liquid dropping; place fish trap; chusi
place a container to catch liquid

chu? give to drink or suck (as water/wine/ milk/medicine)

chu’ V. listen, give ear to

chu* make blunt; Mma 13 ¢mani k'ona chula.
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chu’, chu uchu V. stretch out limbs to be heated (as by fomentation), stretch out arms to
baby; chu ¢ki; chu ukwu

chu®, chu urna stop sleeping

chu’ V. face, show

chu aim at, as with gun, spear, etc.

Chukwu p.n. God

Aviaama=

Chukwu Abia-ma

chuwé! excl. expression of amazement; Chuwé! I chré 1a Nwokndgnu b ezukwu
onye nka. Chuwé! Orisa menila m tna-nj o!

chu' run after, pursue, drive away

chuy? get set as to accomplish/ achieve/finish up something; chu uka aznu, chu
uka irni, chu yka amam whné

chy’ V. set out for hunting or fishing

chua excl. expression for worthless things, to show lack of value

D

da V. press with hot liquid or object; da owhe 1'ogkwnu, da irni-ora 1'okwnu,
labu yu ri a daba) warm or re-boil food to avoid souring

dada n. person with untidy hair

de' V. write, draw

de’ V. decorate, paint fine lines

de’ v. arrange/ park in an orderly way

de’ v. follow in lines

debe V. put, keep, abide by the law

dédrere id. ?

di’ husband, lord, master, expert, champion

di’ follow, trace, spy out way of

di’ ?

di endure, be patient

dibia doctor, physician, healer, herbalist

di-bi-ulo=di-bi-uld
di-ogwnu
didi=ndidi
didi

didiobii
didi-ulo
dinka

dna

dna'

dna?

dnapije
dnavu=dnabu

S s <=2 <P PP SBPPBPP=<<=<P
B

noble man, house-master, family head
bullet

father, stepfather

fooling

grandfather

house lord

fish

? 'for' as to assist in action

fall, fail, lose (as in contest/game)
move downwards ?

walking, limping

wax cool
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dnawa v. fall broken

dne V. thunder, groaning, roaring

dne' v. soak with water, irrigate, make damp

dne¢? V. extract liquid from the body, as of new earthen pot; Agba ohnurni
roniga idné mini; jkwna nwhu

dn¢’ V. filter, separate oil from water

dno id. peacefully, gently

dno’ V. walk silently and peacefully to

dno’ v. aim at with a weapon; chu uta/egbé/o0kninya

dny' V. prick, as with pointed object to burst boil

dnl_l2 V. sew, mend, stitch

dni' V. give comfort, advise

dni? v. reserve till the right time for use

do' V. pull

do’ v. draw a picture of

do’ V. bring out case, cause dispute

doba v. present/place as food in vessels

dognarna V. spend a long time struggling to finish (e.g. work)

dosiri v. stay stagnant, as a pool of water

doya V. pull apart

doznu V. shake

du V. pilot, drive, lead, escort, direct, teach; du ugho eli=nya ugho eli, du
aghé; du mini=bna I'ukwnu okrosnu

du mint V. perform initiation ceremony for a society

du’ overgrow, put out new leaves

du’ V. smoke pipe, fart; du okwu=okpoka ?

dudu v.n. fooling

dududu=sisisi id. describes looking steadily at something

dududu’ id. describes sound of great roaring flame

dududi’ id. describes being over-grown as with weeds, leaves, hair; Ehija kwu
dududu 'ornu ka 6kroma

dudurura=drudru id. fatness, sickly or watery swelling

dugudugu over-fat

dukre=dukre V. sit, as in a lonely place

dim id. all, without exception

dum id. expression for a booming sound

du' swear, take an oath before idols or in the name of God

du’ V. bow, show respect by bowing

du® poke, push with hand, stick, pole, rod, etc. (as poling? a canoe)

du* V. bribe, backhand gift before awarding justice, employment

dududu id. describes great noise, as that of market or crowd; Ahia di I'igho dududu

dudururi=dudrur id. robust, healthy Nné Qsiagd dimafo dudrury 1'djre ya, o jréri éde adna

u ka a lara di

dumaa id. describes the appearance of thick ascending smoke

13



Qgba dictionary

circulation version

Qgba PoS English
E.

ebe’ n. yam beetle

ebe! n. bell hung on the neck of a hunting dog in action
ebe’ n. date palm

éberé=évere n. mercy

ebi=evi n. porcupine

ébiri n. great wind

ebribeé n. large hand-fishing basket
ébu=évu n. wasp

¢bubé=ibébe id. glory

ébulu=évulu ram

éche n. waiter for food supply ? ; ijé eché
echeke(nnu- coarsely ground salt

echeke)

echeke n. yam sp.

échéwhu V. out of mind

echi n. brass bangle for hand or leg; mgbra-echi gla-ukwii
echi-ali n. large millipede

echiché n. thought, thinking

edé n. cocoyam

ede! n. place

ede’ n. snuff-box

edeke n. blood

éde-mini n. depth of water

eder1 n. oil-palm flower

edi' n. blood check mg!

edi’ n. whitlow

edi’ n. civet cat

edi-abali n. wild cat sp.

edi n. hippopotamus

Ediwhuru p.n. family name

édu n. reflex action, body sign, augury
e-e excl. expressions for responses

ef-

eghé n. black kite (Milvus migrans)

eghé n. gun

égheé n. snare, iron trap

egbé-¢jna’ n. wall of a house

egbeé-¢jna’ n. leprosy

egbegbé n. brim

egbirika' n. family/compound shrine of communication to God
egbu’ n. tree, Alstonia boonei

egbu’ n. mark, sign
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egbu’ n. moment, minute

egbugbu’ n. axe

egbugbu’ n. face or body mark

egbugbu’ n. tool to make mark on forged object
ege n. red, camwood

ége n. young Gymnarchus fish?
égebe=égnébe=égn 0?. spread out

éde

egébechi n. velvet

égede n. joyful song and dance

égege n. large enclosure to trap fish at riverside
egneényi n. tree sp.

egni n. fear

?égnimégni (E) n. caterpillar

ego n. money, manillas, cowries; ego Qgba; ego krikri=ego-ukwnu ??
egomini n. waterweed, white flower
€go-ogwnu n. waist bone

egrégideé n. tree

égu=égwu n. caterpillar

égusi n. native melon

égwe n. high-level farmland

égwe n. law-abiding ?

égwu n. fish sp. Tilapia galilaea

egwil n. festival, song, dance

egwu n. waist, buttocks, anus, base
egwiriugwii'=egwr  n. trunk

ugwu

egwiragwi’ n. rainbow

V?¢&hiegbuali . fainting

ehné id. time

ehni n. cow

ehnié¢ T?=ehnihné¢ n. noon, afternoon

e-i excl. exclamation of surprise

eje
T?ejebide
ejiji (E)=eji
éjeke

eju
eké=eriri-ukwu
Eké
ekere=ekwe
ékerégideé
ekile
T?ekiri

ekiri!

P PP ®BT BB BBBB
=

fishing pond mud partition for bailing?
additional name adopted by s.o.
housefly

person of bad/ugly dressing
snail

python, ‘boa’

Creator

wooden slit-gong

express for some circular width?
tomorrow

skin disease (severe type)
fainting
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T?ekiri’ circular river current as in gulfs [see MS]

ekite basket;

ekite ¢zo hand-fishing basket

ekiteke waist

ekiteke fish sp. Alestes nurse

ikne second day of the Qgba week of four days; also personal name

ekni=eknigwé
ekno=ekwno
ekpe=mkpe
ékpeke
ekpékere=ekpirikp
a

ekpékeré
ékpere=¢ékpre
ekwe'

ekwe’

ekwe'

ekwe’

ekwe!

ekwe’
ekwensu
ekwno
ekwnurnu
ékwnurnu
T?ekwi'
ekwukwu
?ékwnurnu
ékwnurnu

ele

éle

eligwe

elili

elo=ilo
elu=elulu

ela’

elii’

eli’

eluigwe
émémme
emenyi
(E)=eminya
emo’
?2emd’
émo
ene

PP B PBPBPBEBPBPBPREBERPBPEBRP

=

A

BB BB P

B

0?.

fire pot-stand, tripod

swampy thorny weed (?Rhektophyllum mirabile)

inheritance, mourning; ?iri mkpe, igha mkpe to inherit, to mourn
curved knife, cutlass

scales, protective covering as of ‘alligatori’

pounded and fried maize pulp

prayer

cane

wooden slit-gong

yam barn

kitchen stool

basket-trap for fish/crabs/turtles/water-snails
large monkey

devil

bellows

bird, bat

?

spoon

talkative person

bat? [see MS]

filled up, as with food

antelope

game

heaven

melon

pomade, ointment

proverb, parable; dika Isni apisi-wo onu bu otoro
on, on top of, up, above

sky, heaven

elevation in condition; O buliladw¢ elti I'éde orni k'wo)
above the sky, heaven

ceremony, festival

manatee, sea Cow

railing

sickness in Ebd language
catching, capture

tree sp.

16



Qgba dictionary

circulation version

Qgba PoS English
eni (E) =enyi n. elephant

enwo n. monkey

enyi=eni n. elephant

enyi=0yi n. friend

ényo n. mirror, looking-glass

epere=efere n. basin, plate, tray

epi=efi n. cotton

épipi n. pampering

epité n. edible frog

éreé n. profit, gain

erege n. small high- pitched skin drum

ercha n. one who could not sell off his goods because of over-pricing
erére=érire id. roughness in action, rascality

ereré=eriri T?

eri
eri-ewho
ériri=oriri
érne
?¢érnéman’
?¢rnéma’
erni
erninye
erni-otne

eru
éru=éruru
eruru

?¢&sa

ese

ésé

esisi

esnil (E)
ésnusnu (E)

(ESO1

eso’
eso=esiso
ésuum
ete

ete!

ete’

eti'

eti’

eti-asa

P PP PPPPRPSPBPPBPPPPPPBPERBPPEBRPBPRPBPRPRPERBPP

= &

white-shelled snail

rope, twine, belt, long narrow drag-net;
intestine

electric fish [which is Egni? MS]

tall grass for mat-making

oily fish back ridgelike

fish back long crest

tiptoe gallop?

fish sp. Alestes macrolepidotus

dance

sleeping bird (alleged)?

quick breath baby disease ?asthma, whooping cough?
first standing stage of babies/yam vines
fungus, mushroom

larva found in dead palm-wine/oil-palm tree
blind ant

fibre-filter

condolence speeches

trouble, worry, misfortune, etc.
expressive word for great problems
millipede

fooling around

hanging fish-trap

gummy sap or fruit juice

boil, abscess

coral beads

hoop for fishing basket

rest assured?

climbing rope

middle, centre

fish sp. Hyperopisus bebe and Mormyrus macrophthalamus (?)
fish sp. Mormyrops deliciosus
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éti-igbi fish sp. Mormyrus rume

éti-onu ngirigo n. fish sp. Gnathonemus tamandua
éti-onu ngirigo n. fish sp. Gnathonemus petersii
(ogwuru)

éti-onwa (nde¢) n. fish sp. Marcusenius ihuysi

éti-onwa (ojin) n. fish sp. Marcusenius psittacus
éti-onwa (ochna) n. fish sp. Mormyrus macroph-thalamus
etnu’ n. leech

etnu’ n. wanting another person to do your work, instead of you
étu v.n. passing large excreta, faeces

ev-

ewe V. not accepted

eweri n. fish of the genus Distichodus

eweri Gisaba n. Distichodus brevipinnis

eweri ojil n. Distichodus engycephalus

eweri ugbokna n. Distichodus rostratus

ewhé n. ?

éwhe ? light, not heavy

ewheka ? speaking like a mad person

ewheta n. bird

éwhéwhé=ewhéwh n. tree

é

ewo! excl.  shout for wonder or pain

ewil n. goat

eze n. teeth

ezé n. wealthy person, king, ruler
ézé=nzné=nzeé n. nobles, good people of old; departed spirits of such
€zizné=éznézné id. melt, not condensed

ezni n. incarnatory beast?, totem

ezni n. pig

ézni space in front of the house

E

¢ba=¢va n. feather

éba-ekwil n. palm oil fruit fibre

eba-ugb¢ n. canoe screen

¢bi n. ? underneath, very condensed low shrubs
ebnarna=e¢brna="e¢ n. fish

vnarna=ébnarna

ebnli=evni n. pus

ebnuu=evnuu n. pus

ebni=¢vnu n. armpit

ébnu=¢vnu n. reed used to weave baskets

évnu n. weaving ?
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¢bnurni'=evnurnu n. small rib-bones of fish
¢bnurni’=evnurnu  n. might, power, strength

¢ébo=¢vo n. revelation

eb6= ?v0 p.n. Ebo/Aboh clan in Delta State

e¢bod p.n. clan in Delta State

¢buzo n. cricket

écha n. cassava plant and tuber

¢chra’ n. tall riverside grass (such as Pennisetum purpureum), sugar-cane
¢chra’ n. trapping basket for fishing

¢chra-okno n. string trap for rats

éda nnwa-ohnurnii n. baby's milk vomit

¢da unya n. low bush

-

egha n. companion

égba n. worm

¢gba n. enmity, hatred

¢gba' n. (given) time/date

egba’ n. joint

egba’ n. (false)witnesss

egbnani n. fish sp. Alestes baremose

T?egbara n. peg to pin something in water ?
egbeédront n. lip

egbnii (E) n. tie up bound bonds?

T?¢gboro n. watery mud

égbudugbu n. filthy muddy water

T?¢égbulo n. bush-mango fruit and seed used for soup, also the tree
égbum id. uncompleted carved canoe

¢gha' n. lies, falsehood

T?¢égha’(E) id. hindering ?

¢gha’ id. log difficult to hew into straight pieces
egho n. grey hair

eghoro n. bird

éghota n. tree; bird ?

égna n. string for tying together new-caught fish
égna n. rope with which objects are chain-tied, e.g. fish; eri ido mini I'tim{
Egni p.n. section of Qgba

¢gnimigni (E) n. length as of road ?

¢égnimégni=¢gnimi  n. native doctor's shrine

gni

egnirnigna n. dried branches

egnirnigna n. fishing basket trap

égnirnigna n. enmity, foe?

egwa n. illness suffered by baby whose mother has become pregnant again
égwa n. beans
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egwnurnumisi n. hair of head

egwo n. attitude

egwu n. god of re-incarnation; namesake

égwu=¢gwa n. fibre (wadding) used in loading dane-gun

¢ha n. multi-point spear

ehi n. health

¢hi n. good taste, savour; ?pang; Mminya ka nde Ijo enwoga ¢hi; Egni tulam-
0! ¢hi ernu-agwo ya mela a enyaju

ehirihi n. sponge fibre

¢hna n. joyous occasion

ehni=ehnihni n. ant, insect

¢huru (E) n. bullet, as for dane-gun

¢ja n. sacrifice, gift to gods/spirits

ejanu n. voracious beast

ejna n. ground, earth

¢jni n. pubic hair, armpit hair

eji n. head-pad for carrying loads

ejuali n. viper

eka n. hand, arm

ekika n. branch

ekiriko n. useless fibrous roots or ugly long hair; fibrous tuber roots

ekiriko-okpo n. beard, moustache

¢ko n. defect, fault

ekoro n. climbing weed

¢kpa n. bag; ékpa-mini/ekpa-mamini ?bladder; ekpa-uwhre-oyi:?; ekpa-
ohia?sack kits, container

¢kpa-amu n. scrotum

¢kpa-ewho(e) n. abdomen, belly

¢kpa-ewho n. stomach, large abdominal size; okwru ke m ahrna urti ?

¢ékpa-mini-amu n. testicles?

¢kpa-nnwa n. womb, uterus

¢kpara n. scale, hard covering of object

¢kpi n. flea

¢ékpikpa n. scurvy

¢kpikpa n. blind, screen

¢kpiri n. throat, gluttony

¢kpiri n. flea, bedbug

¢kpnil n. crawling mark of animals (line)

¢kpnu n. side of chest, below the armpit

¢kpo n. edible frog

T?ekpo-uld (E) n. house frog/toad

ekpu n. swelling-hornlike?

¢kpuru n. silence

¢kputo n. bubbling of water due to movement/action underneath

ekrika n. line mark
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ekwa n. cloth

ekwna n. crying, weeping, mourning

¢kwna n. egg

¢kwna n. curse, invocation of evil on s.0., trouble

ekwna-nnwa n. egg, ovum

ekwnukwnu n. side of people

¢kwo n. bailing of fish pond

ekwo=ekwukwo n. paper, leaf, book, vegetable

ekwu n. oil-palm tree

ekwi=ekwukwil n. ?metaphoric expression of reaction to some event; dika:1. Side ka m
kporo umu madu okwu; Q b Chukwu a.

ekwu n. group, heap, class

elo n. shout

éma n. fallow farm area

emil n. laughter

emi n. underground water

eni excl. Hard luck! You deserve it!

énima=¢numa n. framed flat fishing screen used by one or two people ; ¢énuma-nri/ndg

énina=inina n. content, self-pride, wish to be respected

énd=nwaend num. four

eénu n. scar of healed wound

énunu n. sucker

enya n. state of being far apart, distance; ?gbata ka Sokoto la Igwenga di enya.

enya n. eye

énya n. rough hair on corn leaves, scars?; Iduru di I'éwhu ka mkpri-ekwo-gkna,
agbaga kitikiti ma ya kpotu madu I'éwhi

enyl n. bees; mini-inyi T? honey

ényu n. pumpkin pod

¢pa=¢gha n. lies

epita n. watery mud

eépu=éfu n. pride

era n. madness; igba era

V?Eresia n. personal name; nwa-eresia nninu, pigeon

érimignu n. edible waterleaf

erna n. breast, udder

érna n. genealogical good relationship ?

ésd=nwaesa num. seven

ésato=nwaesatg num. eight

ésna n. spittle

€s0 n. respect, honour

ota' n. wrestling

ota’ n. rust

ota’ n. dried liquid showing snail's track

éta-onii n. dried-up spittle dribbling down jaws in sleep

étni n. pubic hair
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éto num. three, third

étu n. praise, reference

¢turu n. slippery ground

ev- ?

ewa n. piece

ewha n. divination

ewhari n. fibre

ewho n. belly

ewho-chasj n. dyspepsia

ewho-gbidim n. constipation

ewho-iré n. belly-ache

ewhoma n. dysentery

ewho-owu n. diarrhoea

ewho-0za n. elephantiasis

eéwhii(e) n. body

éwhu n. foam

éwhulabu n. scrotal hernia, hydrocele
éwhulo n. wall, distance near to home?
éwhuolo n. weakness due to old age
ewo n. house frog

ewr' n. excreta, facces

ewir’ n. jump (noun); ma ¢wu
éwu-aznu n. very little/young fish

eyl n. dress

¢yoro n. rattling musical object in container, used by native doctors; conoidal

basket-rattle
eza'=¢ziza

n. strong yard broom
eza’=¢ziza n. weaver-bird
¢zna n. gills
ez0 (E)=0z0 n. gorilla
€z0=2az0 ¢z0 ? n. catching small fish and shrimps with open baskets
F
fa'=pa V. grow
fa’=pa V. hold up with two hands - carry up
fa® v. do something intentionally
fe=pe V. walk silently, tip-toeing
fi'=pi v. press hand/palm on, place palm on
fi‘=pi V. throw out suddenly
fififi=pipipi id. wasting time before action ; i méla fififi I'imé whe gma
fi=pi V. hold to force out air or liquid
fifi=pipi v. give very little
fo'=po V. leak, pass narrowly through
fo’=po V. get opening
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fokoi=pokoi=hokoi id. describes emptiness

£0'=po V. soaked, wet, damp

0’=po conj. also, as, like

fru-fra=pru-pru V. soft when pressed, felt, or touched

fu=pu v. spring up as young plant; grow buds, grass, hair

fu'=pu V. go, move off

fu’=pu v. miscarry, abort

fi’=pu V. work or do something without s.o. else's knowledge

G

ga' g0, pass, move off

ga’ V. excrete, defecate

galaam=gilaam ?

gari=ngari n. garri, ground and fried cassava

gba' v. shoot, fire (gun)

gba’ V. dance

gba’ v. have diarrhoea

gba* V. divine

gba’ v. wrestle

gba® V. pledge

gba’ v. fence

gba® V. ride bicycle

gba’ v. turn a deaf ear, keep silent

gba'’ V. run

gba'! v. go mad

gba'’ V. grow white hair (on head)

gba" v. spit, make reference ?

gba'* V. make reference

gba"’ v. go out, excrete, jump out from; Obi jumps on faeces; Ekne throws faeces
at plantain ?7??

gba'! v. go empty-handed

gba'! V. make first sale?

gba'! V. stare???

gba'! V. confer, consult

gba'? v. charm; be infused/injected with medicine

gba" V. g0 bare-bodied/bare-headed/bare-foot/bare-necked; go naked

gba'* v. urinate

gba'* v. write

gba'* v. serve food/wine

gba' V. carry heavy object in hands while walking

gba’ v. drown ?write

gba’ V. strangle, bend

gba* v. lay false accusation, join with, as rope???
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gba’ v. make thatch, spread floor mat, be attentive

gba’ V. listen, be attentive

gba® v. speak indirectly to accuse?

gba’ V. make covenant, trade with, make friends with

gbhachu v. stain, rust

ghachu V. blackmail

gbhade v. leave with, keep under pledge, leave alone

ghagbu V. shoot dead

gbhagbu v. drown, strangle

gbaghna v. rinse

ghagna V. carry object that is very big, at times in hand or on shoulder

gbakoi n. bright (as dawn)

ghanwo v. exchange

ghanwu V. become emaciated/ slim, wither

ghbanyu v. quench (as fire)

gbayi v. clean

ghazné V. melt

gbe' V. crawl, move on hands and knees

gbe’ (E) v. open/close as of door/gate

gbe! V. stir food grain, powdered starch in hot water to form food like pap

gbe’ v. screen off with leaves

gbe’ V. be guilty of 22?

ghégbréré id. be level, flat, prostrate???

gbékém=gbheém id. describes s.t. full, filled to the brim; Mini znojula ité ya gbékém.

gbi v. shock, e.g. electric shock; Igbi gbila m; Eri latriki gbila m.

ghbigbriri id. describes s.t. motionless, fill up without space left; Onye mminya-ogbu
dnabriga gbigbriri l'iznu urna.??

ghbigba V. carry very heavy load

gbna' v. tie loincloth

gbna’ V. teach or send messages with the eyes?

gbna’ v. do/act/eat secretly

ghbnamgbnam n. tin (object), zinc

gbnani id. describes s.t. dull to look at and to touch; Ngari ni di gbnani

gbno V. prevent from, wedge, stop

gbnonu V. endure, bear, remain firm

gbnu' V. shout to express anger, hoot; Agboji gbnuga isni dududu.

gbni’ v. keep warmth; Ewhu gbmu m rururu l'ikpuru bragidi ka ona.

gbnugbnu V. untidy, very dirty object

ghoo a. ancient; mgbé ghoo, madu gbhoo

gbo' V. boil, make noise as in a market [same?]

gbo’ v. flow as water

gbo’ V. bark or roar like a dog, leopard/ ‘tiger’, lion

gbo* v. pluck leaves from, etc.

gbo’ V. wash very dirty object, clear thick bush

gbo® v. vomit
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gbodoi id. lazy stay?

gbogogbogo id. watery; Echa-gsna ka nne-di m di-gré ghogoghogo.

ghokoi=gbokoi id. full up to the brim

gborigbori id. very soft when eaten, due to immaturity or over-cooking (as yam);
Qkpasi iji ohrnu diga gborigbori 1'ori.

gbu'=gbubi, chabi . cut, slice

gbu’ V. kill

gbu’ V. blow horn/pipe, cry

gbugbu v. shake, wag

gbu' V. put on shirt /dress/jumper/trousers

gbu’ V. spit out, vomit

gbu’ V. slip, move along, shift; E*turu gbula m; Efre gbusidnala ali.

gbu v. be fed up with, as of eating

gbudum id. thickened, condensed; Owhe ¢gbuld ka Ajumokeé di gbudum I'azni-oyi
2

gbugbo V. rub/paint in a watery way?

gbugbruru id. heavy-hearted

gbugbi' V. waste time in doing something

gbugbi’ V. slip off: iré ojo i réni m gbugbuchnapula.

gbuhiagbuhia T? id. act sluggishly

gha cast, throw as grains /dust/net; gha ejna, gha osno, gha 0joglo

gha pass beyond, walk past, pass by; Ikne ghala umu-¢ekwo ibné a wo. ?

ghagbu v. spoil, throw out, scatter, confound

ghari' id. turn upside down, confuse ; Qdnu ka a gbala a ghari I'isi.

ghari’ v. lie turning here and there

ghe' V. cook, fry well

ghe’=ghebe v. fry in dry pan, roast

ghe! V. castrate, remove sex organ of male animal

ghe’ v. prune, trim

ghé¢’ V. gossip, railing v/n?

ghebe urna v. sleep lightly, nap, take short sleep in the daytime

ghesighesi id. describes s.t. weak, lean, and soft

ghigha' v. unstable and irresponsible fellow v/n?

ghigha’ V. hold loose ly so as to allow light sprinkling

ghigha® v. spend or give out extravagantly

ghna' V. toast, place to be heated by fire or sun

ghna’ v. take/ give/enter/go off secretly

ghna V. greet joyfully

ghne v. make big splash as that of sea animal; Eminya ghnela mini I'0znimini.

ghné V. rejoice over something

ghno v. stride over or across by walking; revoke ?

ghnosi V. invocation

ghno v. cry, as a bird

ghnogwna V. revoke

ghobe' v. keep open
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ghobe’=chni ? V. instability

gho' V. pluck, harvest

gho’ v. catch in the air

gho' V. change

gho’ v. play trick

ghokno V. attract cases/troubles to oneself

ghereghere v. start to boil

MS7*?ghrnaghrna  id. describes s.t. uncomfortable, as stomach, lukewarm ; Ewhg¢ chi m
gwrugwru.??

ghroghro id. describes s.t. not gummy when masticated

gilaam=galaam id. describes tumbling gallop ?

gidim id. describes s.t. with a settled mind/assurance

gna=égnah? V. pass rope through the hole of a bead, join with string/rope

gna hold with claws, nails, fingers; Nkwo grnala nsiiesue ochna? ya; Gnade
mpisi-ukwi I'ali maka ¢éturu.

gnagrnarna id. describes rigidity, hardness

gnagrnarna id. describes waking up from sleep smartly and clearly; O bila ka enya
gnagrnarna ?kpe m kpotnerne a l'urna.

gné V. hang/spread/tie on (line of poles/pegs)

gnigna V. walk wearily as if very tired

gnigneé V. sprinkle

gnigno V. walk wearily/silently

gno V. creep, like ant

egno V. listen, pay attention

gnorno V. creep, as on something

g0go n. namesake, person who has same name as oneself

go' v. speak good or bad of, pray for

go’ V. deny, say that something is untrue; go egé

20 v. perform marriage ceremonies; g0 0g0

goni V. not feeling free, not enjoying??

grigri’ id. describes going in multitudes

grigri’ id. describes numbness, loss of feeling; Ukwu kpo m grigri.

grigrigri id. describes continuous fear, fight?, discomfort

grigwom id. suddenly, unexpectedly

grnogrno id. describes a transparent object ??

grugru id. describes discomfort caused by hunger, sign of illness; Ewho chi grugru.

gugusi V. keep long, delay

guzo V. wait, stand, be still, stop

gwa V. mix, mingle; gwakota

gwa V. recede, as the harmattan

gwe' v. grind, pound

gwe’ V. dance smoothly, grind fine

gwé1 V. choose, select, take one's choice

gwe? V. roll up (as rope, hook-line, dragnet)

gwe’ v. be gluttonous
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gweke v. shake

gweri (E) V. take, select, share

gweri=gbari v. roll, as log, bicycle

gwero V. turn, roll over and over, as in liquid/mud

gwnube V. wrap or parcel something, tie up; parcel

gwogna V. walk as a big animal, wealthy/arrogant/proud fellow

gWogwWroro id. describes being on top of; Ugbo k'we siri I'elu osi gwogwroro. T?

gwo' V. heal sickness, use medicine to harm someone, manufacture medicine;
make head-pad sep?

gwo’ V. make food porridge?

gwo’ v. snore

gwo' V. coil round, as snake

gwo’ v. stay like a sick person; dull witted?

owo' V. take out mud silt from pond/well-base?; gwo isni

gwo’ v. spit out thick quantity of spittle, as intoxicated persons or pregnant women

gwrugwru id. describes disorderly situation as in stomach

gwu' build, erect (house), construct (bridge)

gwu’ dig ground

gwi' swim, struggle out (as in trouble)

gwi’ V. play, partake in feast, perform festival

gwugwugwl id. describes warmth

gwugwusi V. continue to stay with or abide in?

gwukne stand wedged, stand firm

H

ha' V. make hole through s.t., bore

ha? V. ooze oil or fat as of meat fried, roasted, dried or boiled

ha’ V. get to rot, slowly lose flavour/strength

ha* V. take hands off, leave, spare

ha’=hara V. take with claws or fork

hagna v. weave badly, walk wearily, do roughly, fight wearily

hagnarna V. remain on unfriendly terms, without association

haij! excl. exclamation of rebuke or to draw attention

hake V. walk on toes/tiptoe

hakoi id. describes skinny leanness

he=here V. lift up, as baby or young plant or weeds; he umu osno, he nnwaT?

hégnahégna id. slowly or secretly; up and down as of spring-beds [2wds?]

hie V. tie on rope strongly; clasp, as of climbing stems clasping a tree, or people
clasping each other in joyous greeting; élémosa zutara nwanne a je alg
I'ijné [(gbahikota) hie a, snusnusi a gnu)

hi¢'=mehie miss the way

hi¢? V. do wrongly

hi¢’ break custom/law
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hiéri-hiéri id. describes nought, zero

hi' V. twist in dancing, wring water out of cloth, ? cutlass, expression for refusal
of ?

hi’ V. make twine /rope by twisting

hi® v. be persistent at work

hna' V. scoop out honey from hive

hna’ v. take young bird from nest or copra from shell [?combine with previous as
scoop out/remove from its natural setting, as honey from hive, bird from
nest, or copra from shell]

hna' V. calculate

hna’=hnata be equal to: Oké hna ka Obi I'ibui; Chopia iji nde hna ka nde nya; Me
ka wo 1'?ibné a wo hnata.

hneé v. rise from lying down

hni' V. set or organize well; plant yam or cocoyam; lay baby down properly

hni’ V. cleanse, wipe, tidy; I mé hni onu 1'okwu ¢joni i kwini okpnarna-nne i.

hni’ V. press with hand so as to relieve pains of illness

hni' v. heap together

hni’ V. press with the palm

hni® v. put heavy object on something so as to keep on pressing it for a long time

hnide V. press by placing heavy object on top (not for long)

hnihni v. walk/move slowly and proudly; Ezé 1a nde ka a dj I'ihnihniT? je, ichnu
nchaka.

hnikota heap together, as small particles/pebbles/sand

hnu=whno see, look at

hnuhni=whnuwhn v. speak unconsciously during sleep or illness

u

hoi num. nought, zero

hokopu V. be damaged at base, as basin; Ukwnu efre ya hokopula.

ho take pot from fire

ho V. select, choose

hrahra id. crackling noise made by dry object when touched; Oko gbaga hrahra la
mgbawheoko?.

hrihri id. describes s.t. sliced; I wala iji nya hrihri.

hrohro id. very light

hu=whu V. bend, tilt

hu'=whu V. give prolonged call in remote place

hu’=whu v. be lost

hu'=whu V. drop (as liquid or tears)

hu‘=whu v. spread long drag-net, to be floated along with the river current

hihi id. with quick strong beating of the heart

huhuhu id. describes the feeling of a cool breeze; Ewhu bia m huhuhu I'oyt.

hutupu v. keep up a long conversation

hudaT? id. heart fled??

hu'=whu V. fold (as cloth/paper /mat)

hu’=whu hold fast so as not to allow to struggle away
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hu'=whu V. grow, expand, swell, blow air into, inflate; whusi ewho-igwé (baskol),

whu uwhre-oy1

|

ibe n. part of a whole

ibe n. pledge

ibé=ibné n. comrade, companion

ibébé=¢b ube n. glory

ibébéloji n. plant parasite

ibéegwa id. mixed colour

ibégwéré=ibégwar n. farming season

a

ibewa n broken part of

ibi n hindrance caused by spoken word of someone
ibi' n scrotal hernia, hydrocele

ibibio p.n.  people of Akwa Ibom State

ibiwhuru n fish sp. Citharinus latus

ibiwhuru (akira) n fish sp. Citharinus distichoides

ibdo n. river-bank

ibribi id. sell cheaply and quickly

ibrnd n. water weed flower

ibi n. load

ibu id. big, large, fat

iburubu id. crumbs, fragrant

?icha id. brightly in politeness

Ichakri=Chakri p.n.  people of Warri District

iche n. parrot

iche id. different iche-iché

ichékre-okwnii n. firebrand, coal fire

icheku=ichekwu n. charcoal, e.g. used by the smiths

ichi n. face tribal mark as that of Awo tribe

ichu id. ?

idné n. ant that stings

idnéem id. dance shivering well; walking like one dancing
idu n. tingling object shell seed worn on legs when dancing
idudu=iduru n. whiskers; upper lip (man's) hair

idudu id. very filthy

igbe n box, chest

igbi n electric catfish, Malapterurus electricus
igbidi' n fish

igbidi’ n. stickless mud wall

igbti=igbuu n noble, hero, modern society; use money to acquire the above
igbudu’ n coffin; molten, huge object
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igbudu® n. mud molten idol

igburu=igburu n. swampy area

igburu p.n. section in Qgba, between Usomini and Egni group
igni n. louse

ignrigne n. long fish with tiny scales

igogo n. fruit

igonita n. old gun

igh=igwii n. stone, rock

igu=igwu n. multitude

igwe' n. blessedness; elevation

igwe’ n. heaven, sky

igwe' n. iron

igwe? n. bicycle, sewing-machine, iron bar
igwé=igu=igwu id. multitude

igweédi n. padlock

?igwekali n. god in the earth

igwenwanyi n. blessed woman

igwrube n. locust

igwrugwu n. dew, frost

igwuekwe n. yam barn, pinned poles

igwugwu-ebo n. shrimps

igwu-igwu id. describes moving in groups, lines, multitude
ihi n. foe, enmity

ihi¢ id. miss, as of shooting or throwing

ihni' face

ihni’ n. front of

ihni-ali’ n. shrine for land

ihni-ali’ id. impolite

ihnigrihni n. viper

ihni-isni id. frown

ihniukwu p.n. family name in Qgba

ihuru'=iwhuru n. white flat fish

ihura’=ibé-ihura n. greeting and response of masquerades
iji=ejiji n. housefly

iji n. flood

iji n. yam

iji n. thin inner cover

ijikrika n. tree sp.

ijné n. walk (noun), walking, journey, tour, travelling stranger
ijné-oma’ n. good wishes to a traveller

ikne n. strength, might, power

ikneé n. bunch, bulk of, curse, make accursed, abuse
iknéga n. right hand, progress god

iknémgbidi n. fish

iknernema n. wickedness
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iknérnéma-odit n. tree used for demarcation?
iknikne=knikne id. quickly

ikpe n. judgement

ikpeé n. caterpillar

ikpéchi n. yaws

ikpéré n. knee, elbow

ikpi=ikpi-nnwa n. after-birth, useless particles
ikpitri=ikpitrikpi n. covered with filthy layers

ikpno n. multitude

ikpno n. lobster

ikpu n. vulva, visible outer covering of female genitals
ikpuru prep. underneath

ikpurukpu-gkwnii n. burning fire wood

ikri' n. bush-baby

ikri’ id. describes clearing of throat

ikriko n. large wooden slit-gong

ikrné n. bees

ikrnema n. wickedness

ikrné-modi n. plant

ikrni-ukwii n. sound of footsteps

ikwno n. palm-fruit mortar

ikwu n. kinsfolk

ikwu n. eyebrows; ridge to mark edge of road
ikwukwu n. great wind

ili n. grave; mound of earth in which something is buried
ilo=olo n. imported ointment

ilu=elulu n. proverb, parable

ild n. bitterness

il n. bile

ime' id. in; inside

ime id. pregnancy

ime-pyi
?Imegokwu=Imine-
Qkwir
imerimé=imeérime
imi

imo'

imé’

imo

imoogba
imuno=imu-n¢
imuno=inima

ine

ipo

iré

n. pregnancy out of wedlock
p.n. Omoku community

id. plenty of, many

n. nose
tree
n. dew

great; small and great

id. compound
id. apartment
n. stinging ant
child's way of saying nne=mother
id. no respect in words or speech
n. tongue; talkative
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ire! thought
T? iré’=¢hi n. savour/poison stingy pain as a result of pang
ireoma snail
iri num. ten
irnd' n. foe
irnd’ n. filth, dirt
irné’® id. dirty plate
?isaka n. rattle
isé=¢bo plantation name
isi' n. head
isi? id. head or leader; beginning of, source of
isi n. blindness
isi-ali’ ?
isi-ali’ n. village head
isi-ikne id. stubbornness
Isikloko p.n. name of a family in Qgba
isi-piti id. meek, obedient
isisi n. stalk, base, starting point
isni n. smell (noun)
isnini num. Six
isné num. five
Isnu=isu p.n. igbo clan
isu id. describes pouring out wine and overfilling cup during serving
ité n. pot
iti inferior palm-wine
itu id. pretence for fight
itutu n. heap of leaves, grass, boughs of which some have rotted
iwé n. vexation
iwu n. tapioca of cassava
iwi n. laws or custom
iwu-ali n. young palm oil under overgrown forest
iye n. friend
iyi' n. fountain of water
iyi® n. oath
iyl n. loss
iyiu excl. exclamation of surprise or response
iyoro ? ?
izagla n. yam cultivar
izné n. keep off from harm
iznézné n. white ant mushroom
izni' n. mercy
izni’ n. numbness
izni adv.  at first, firstly
iznigha n. yaws (small in size)
iznigri n. mushroom

32



Qgba dictionary circulation version

Qgba PoS English
izogo n. jug

izu n. week, set of four days

izi=izuzu n. consultation, meeting

|

iba n. malaria

iba v.n. growing wide; cast water/sand on [verbs?]
Ibagwa p.n. name of Obegwe in Qgba

ibuzo num. first

ichabo n head tie, handkerchief

ida n fish trap

iga=igna n fetters leg iron, hand-cuff

igbo' n nail

igbo’ n cast net

igho n. weak, lazy

Ijo pn.  Ijo people

ijoglo n skipping as young kids/lambs

Ikakak n name of plantation camp

ikaki n brown thick cloth, biscuit, all types

ikika v.n.  drawing careless lines

ikpa' n cooked parcelled (wrapped) corn pounded food
ikpa® n. fist, the blow or slap (with fist)

ikwa n dance

Imabo pn.  farmland name, also given to person
inina=¢nina n self-elevation so as to free oneself from work; pride consistent, proud
ipa n plantain

ipo v.n. saying evil of person publicly to discredit or disgrace him/her
isni n excreta, dung, manure, stool, faeces

ita n companion

?ita n lot (of casting)

Iyasara p.n. family name in Qgba

iyagba n chain

iyérintni=eyi-eri- n ear ring

ntni

iyu nn. singular pronoun, second personal pronoun
iza n. dance (hot), dancer

J

ja' v. praise

ja* V. lift up smartly, carry up smartly

Ja p.n. short form of Jehovah

33



Qgba dictionary circulation version

Qgba PoS English

jaajaa id. describes intrusion into unconcerned matter

je V. walk, move, past

je' v. go, walk to

je? v.a. marks present continuous, is doing, is eating

ji' V. fold, bend

jit V. be black

ji v. be calm, gentle

Jjijiji id. describes shivering, quaking; Ewhu ma Ezé jijiji I’oy1 Eze is shivering
with cold?

jo' V. refuse

jo* v. be bad, ugly

ju V. be full

ju' v. refuse

ju’? V. eat, as of oil palm fruit

ju’ v. ask

ju' V. touch very slightly

ju? v. wink

ju’ V. purify defiled object by mingling with another object

juju v. grow less/calm

juu V. being calm

K

ka' v. be more than

ka® V. wear out, tear

ka® V. mature (of fruits, crops etc.)

ka* V. grow (hot) become (heated)

ka! excl. sympathy greeting to a sick person

T? ka conj. of possessive expression

ka' V. give time for stage, appointment

ka’ V. draw lines

ka’® conj.  so as/that, that

ka* ? prefix, preposition

kadnogbu v. look carefully

kahié V. be irresponsible

kaka! excl.  expression for nothingness, never

kakada id. describes a small monkey chewing some sand

kakarara id. ?

kakpo V. to be well matured

kakpoi id. describes an under average structure

kakpum id. describes a cracking sound

kakpuru a. blunt

kakrara id. expression for kanyirna

? v. hide and listen
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kasi V. endure, comfort

kasi V. over-mature, stricken with years

katakata id. pitter-patter, the sound of quickly-falling drops of water
katikatikati id. expression for running foot stocks

kawe id. old but fresh-looking; forest with clearness underneath
kawu id. describes the sound of axe or cutlass cutting a log
ke'=ke elu V. cut off tree branches

ke’ V. peel off melon shell

ke’ v. pull out, as of new yam; also oil palm fruit from bunch
ke V. make pepper soup

ke v. divide

kere' V. marked for as of habit

kere’ v. take new yam before final harvesting

kére V. divide and take

kike' v. hatch

kike? V. give birth to many; say a lot of things

kikriri id. describe s.t. round

kika V. draw lines

kiko V. scrape off

kitim id. describe s.t. filled up with dirt

kna v. congeal, condense

knanwusi V. slow, lazy

knanyu v. be cool

knerne V. tie up attire

knikna v. be beyond

knjkrna V. be restless

kno v. hang object on

kno' V. draw towards with hook

kno’ V. rise, swell

kno® V. be proud

kno* v. make quarrels, case or troubles

kno-0 id. describe s.t. very black

kokororo id. describe s.0. too big for their boots

ko' V. tell/give story, rail, make, speech

ko® V. scratch

ko’ conj. also

ko' v. convey person, on the back (as of baby) or on bicycle
ko’ V. dig shallow ground; plant crops

kra conj. beyond, more than

krakra id. describes a strange sound

krekre id. describes a high pitched tone

Krigrné n. name by Qgba people = Kreigani

krikri id. describes turning round and round

krnekrne id. quickly

krnékrné id. describes an unsteady head as that of a sitting baby
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kpa' v. plant crops

kpa® V. find, look for (something for material progress)
kpa® v. remove as of thorns

kpa® V. cause cry/laughter; pluck leaves
kpa' v. train

kpa® V. weave, shave

kpa® v. capture, hold with clip

kpakpa n. grasshopper

kpalisi v. kindle or prepare fire

kpali V. carry heavy load

kpama v. scrape back (of roasted object)
kpam-kpam id. expression for ‘all of them’
kpapu penknife

kpari V. converse; ridicule
kpasa'=mkpasa V. sift (object)

kpasa’ v. scatter, spread

kpataj id. thick and nearly dried as of porridge
kpe' V. judge

kpe’ V. pray

kpe’ V. peel off back

kpe* conj. how, as

kpé V. place

kpné'=pa v. climb, stir up dust

kpné’ V. shout, raise alarm

kpné® v. steer, drive, pilot

kpnikpné id. describes strong smell of air pollution
kpno v. collective, group, heap

kpno V. cover with earth

kpnu v. abuse; pull

kpnu V. plane

kpoke' v. talk/cry/sing with very high tone
kpoke’ V. beat firebrands together

kpo' v. call name; proclaim; lead, guide
kpo® V. unlock

kpo v. make porridge

kpoke V. pull out from bunch/stalk

kpoké v. call respectively

kpokne V. stop (from moving on), pause
kpoknela v. hold breath up for some time
kpokpo n. bird

kporikpori id. done, so fine; cooked well
kporima V. conquer, victimize

kposa proclaim

kpota V. call each other

kprokpro id. sounds, expression
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kprokpro id. quickly

kprokpro id. always sad

kprukpru' n. bottle

kprukpru® id. describes a long and round object as a rod
kpu=kpuru pass under

kpu V. cover with

kpukpruru' id. grown huge with muscle/fat

kpukpruru® id. strong when bitten

kpukpu v. bend down while walking as of old age
kpukpuachni V. fall down easily

kpukpusi v. pour out everything

kpu V. mould; shave

kpu V. hold liquid in the mouth; hold object in mouth
kpua id. describes painful feeling

kpua id. describes cracking sound, other sounds
kpukpi' V. roll into ball

kpukpi® id. describes a blunt point

kwa' V. pack

kwa? stitch, mend

kwa® V. cough; make trace

kwa* id. as well, also

kwa’ V. remove fibrous roots

kwa® v. make room as of growing tuber; find out, take time in doing
kwa' V. beat (as of drum), make noisy sound
kwa’ v. put on top of

kwa’ V. miss

kwe v. believe, agree

kweké=seke V. shake

kwna v. ?

kwna' V. push

kwna’ v. invoke on

kwno' V. rub, scrub

kwno V. be early, start as early morning

kwnu V. ?

kwnu V. cause havoc, be a rascal

kwo' v. bale water

kwo’ v. grate, grind

kwo=ko V. carry on back as of baby; convey on bicycle
kwu v. say, talk, speak

kwuru-kwuru n. big fowl

kwuukwuu id. very early morning

kwu V. beat

kwu V. stir, people, canoe, air

kwukwu V. fooling on

kwi'=kwuba v. hold up breath in swallowing or in vomiting; heap together
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kwi’=kwa v. beat gong, make hoops
kwukwu V. roll up as of mat/screen
L

la' V. go

la® V. heal, recover

1a® conj. also/as well

1a' V. take up flat objects as mat
1a° v. shave

1a° conj. and

laba part. to

lali V. act or speak fast

1ali v. take up, as floor mat
lalu V. spoil

lanji n. borrowed from lead
lata V. kill each other

le V. look, behold, look forth
le-kotta V. look after, care for

leli v. contempt, despise

lelo V. look down

li' v. start, spring up for to do
1i2 V. rise, as price

i’ v. rise, get up

Li V. bury

lilo V. shout, cry out

lilo V. flop down

lo V. strike, hit, beat

Iu' V. keep reserved

u? v. buy wine

v’ V. be bitter, grow bitter

Iu V. struggle of fish in net; throw
lu V. marry

Iu v. wage or fight war, battle
M

ma V. jump; throw

ma’ v. push with blow; bet
ma’ V. pin stick e.g. yam stake
madi=madnu n. corpse

mama n. cutlass

marna v. know
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mamarnarna id. shapeless

mamini=amamini= n. urine

mamiri

mba' n. country, city, town

mba’ tree sp.

mba’ n. fainting

mba* part.  no, never

mbaini=mbéna
mbara
mbaribari
mbasa

mbna

mbg!

mbe’

mbe
mbéké
mbékni=ényim
mbéku
mbi
mbibi
mbibi
mbipo
mbisu
mbno
mbo

mbo

mbo
mboghanj
mbogwnu
mbo-gwu
mbota
mbu

mbu

me

mé

meri
mgba
mgba
mgbabiri
mgbabg
mgbadu
mgbakri
mgbaku=mgbasi
mgbala'
mgbala’
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thanks, appreciation

earthen basin as that of pot lid
shallow pond

rod-like stick for digging up yam
town/country

tube for sucking off impure blood
end

rafter

European

tortoise

check point (old)

skin marks as decoration
destruction

casual cutting of small bush plant to show track

hole caused by something rotting as raw yam
confusion

stay hid, watching

star

finger or toenail, claw

tiny calabash container

morning greeting

marking kept aside, unit, for counting
broken floor road or field

small animal

rotten, swollen

first

do, act

shall, will

conquer

wrestle

island in river which wedges floating objects
apportioned length

revealing, road junction

badly cooked food

pond water

not showing good countenance

fence

tool for net weaving
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mgbasi=mgbasi (E) n. wizardry

mgbe n. yam

mghé n. edible sea creature, parasite on mangrove trees
mgbe' n. mallet rod

T?mgbe’ n. clock, time

mgbere n. trade

mgbida n. hare

mgbirnigbna n. bell

mgbirnigbnali n. climbing weed

mgbo n. bullet

mgho n. bunch

mgho n. tool for carrying away domestic refuse
mgbra n. twin seed in a shell; twin branches on one stalk
mgbreégide n. spider, poisonous spider

mgbrigbri n. tadpole; larva of mosquito

mghbro n. calabash pitcher

mgbrogswnu n. root

mgbu n. pain

mi' v. sink

mi V. bring out of water

mi v. bend pitcher as to get water out

mimi V. fooling

mini n. water

minimini id. tasting sweet, sugary

mkpa n. trouble

nikpa n. seeking

mkpa' n. capture, kidnap

mkpa’ n. scissors, barber’s clippers

mkpagbu' n. suppression

mkpagbu’ n. shelter mat

mkpake n. bending backward as when standing
nikpagkwnu n. matches

mkpara n. walking stick

mkpari n. disregard

mkparita n. conversation

mkparu n. steering

mkparu n. stir up mud in water

mkpe' n. mourn

mkpe’ n. things left after death

mkpebi n. judgment, decision

mkpi n. he-goat

mkpodu n. foolishness

mkpokoro n. empty shell of a snail; empty can
mkpokpo n. elevated land

mkpo' n. flat pointed rod for hitting prey; wedge-round stick
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npapa=apapa

nmpe
mpipi=mpipi
mpo
mpo

1

groundnut

horn

long tail feathers of cock
leakage, hole

fish sp. Alestes nurse

Qgba PoS English
mkpo’ n. object used for throwing
T?mkpo’ n. fish-trap
mkpodnu n. basket for keeping dried fish
mkpokoro n. useless (e.g. worn out old house)
mkpokro n. iron trap
mkpoleka n. finger ring
mkpotu n. noise, uproar
mkprikpi n. short
mkprikpo n. rope-grass
mkprukpu a. short as person
mkpu' n. shout
mkpu’ n. anthill
mkpuka n. small hut
mkpuknube n. small height of clay ant built
mkpuru n. mortar
mkpruikpo n. small water snail
mkprukwu n. knee
mkprukpru n. bottle
mkpukpo n. sadness as of reserved anger; retain sadness in the mind
mkpukpo n. preparedness
mkpuru n. seed, fruit
mkpuru n. testicles
mkpurukpu n. worm-like snake
mkprueka n. elbow
mma a. beautiful, fine to look at
mma v.n. response to bowing greeting
mma n. cutlass
mmanu n. oil
mmasi n. temptation
mmazu n. all knowledge
mmebi n. spoiling
nmeém n. wickedness
mmeri n. conquest
mmimi n. folly
mminya n. wine; mmjinya 0goro palm-wine; mminya oyibo gin
nmmo n. ghost, spirit
nmoo n. spirit
mmu n. going hunting or fishing with light
mo V. catch, hold firm
n.
n.
n.
n.
n.
V.

mu

give birth, reproduce
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mu’ v. filter liquid

mu V. laugh

mu v. keep awake

mu V. learn

mi’ v. light up with fire

mumarna V. be accustomed to

mumu v. fed up with, as of eating the same thing

mumumuy a. not eloquent or outspoken, as in making a statement

mumrnurnu a. smoothly shaped, as pebbles or stones

N

na V. take, receive

nda id. which one? how?

ndé pron. those people; these; this; your people (pl.); our people, my people or
things; your people (sing.); that

ndégle cry long and slow

ndéke salt water fish

nde-ochneé ancient nobles

ndna small ant

ndnagwurugwu valley

ndnaka' spoiling, fall

ndnaka’ scrambling to maintain family up keep

ndnam=ndnam fish sp.

ndnaraenya leaving essential duty undone; slugishly

ndno watchful as to entrap; keenness

ndo take heart, sorry

ndo shelter, umbrella

ndoga=ndogna
ndoka
ndo-kno
ndom
ndondg
nda
ndu'=ndudu
ndu’

ndu
ndnudnu
ndnumodnil
ngari
ngarigari
ngidi
ngidima
ngna'
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continued struggling; unseparation
destruction

trouble making - pulling it to oneself
trouble maker or puller

struggling for as of during disputs
leadership; leader

small earthen molt bottle
honey-liquid from a insect

life

spit =mbisi igweé

advice

gari

sheep

darkness

end of chest, ribs below

benches in canoe
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ngna’ n. prison

ngnaji n. fork

ngnangna n. pride

ngo n. curse

ngo-gwu n. curved knife (cutlass) with curved front edge
ngwna' n. weed for mat making
ngwna’ v. wasting time to answer call
ngwo n. palm-wine tree

ngwo n. dance

ngwnu n. parcel

Ngwrugwu n. house, family, compound
ngwi n. tree sp.

ngwu n. hoe with wooden handle
ngwugwu n. persistence, reluctant to follow
ngwukre n. long sitting

ngwu n. ash for making native soap
ni v. give

nja n. ivory bangles for men

nja n. loincloth

njakiri id. speaking slanderously
njamja n. weed type

nji n. black

njo n. badness, enmity

nka n. old age, old state (of thing)
nki n. skin needle-points decoration
nkita n. dog

nkita n. basket

nkiti n. deaf ears to

nkiti kpa a. wicked

nkle n. spy

nkleke n. insect

nklo n. throat

nkni n. firewood

nkno n. hood

nknoga n. problem, obstacles

nko n. sharpness

nkochna n. railing

nkoro n. tree; large gutter

nkwa n. drum

nkwa n. fine, penalty

nkwa n. small animal

nkwarj n. eat in bits

nkwarima n. animal skull rack

nkwar¢ n. waste time in doing something
nkwaru n. defect
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nkwekeé n. shaking

nkweta n. belief

nkwonkwo n. ankle

nkwo n. hawk

nkwo n. first of the set of four days
nkwo n. sawing, saw, cut with saw
nkwu n. wing

nkwukwu n. fooling; folly

nkwukwu n. pulling towards good or bad
nkwnukwna n. wrong force

nna n. father

nnabé n. tortoise

?nnamurnyu-ochne n. male ancestors of old

nne n. mother; nne m nne murnu m ni my mother
nnekwu n. mother hen

nnemulo n. mistress

nnemurnu-ochne n. female ancestors of old
nneobu n. grandmother

nni n. your mother

nno num. four hundred (400)

nni n. salt

nnu-oyibo n. sugar

nnu num. four hundred (400)

nnu-kwnuru-nnu
nnu-kwnuru-nny-
nnu-kwnuru-nnu
nnunu

nnunwa

nnwa
nnwa-ighné
nnwanwa

nnya

nira

nro

nso

?nsopuru

nsotu

nsu

nsu

nsuka

nsukwu

?nsusu

nta

ntakiriko

ntako

num.  figure=400 x 400 ('60,000)
num.  figure=160,000 x 160,000 (35,600,000,000)

n. bird

n. welcome

n. product by birth, child
n. child of petting

n. grandchild

conj. that

n. plane (noun)

n. dream

n. prohibition

n. respect

n. end

n. cause to do by action; leading word
n. stay watching (hiding)
V. beat to wear out

n. rumple

n. fooling

n. enticement

n. small frog

n. wandering in the bush
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nwanwa-rnarna great-great-grand-children

nwanwa-nwanwa great-grandchildren

ntakwrukwi-mini n land collection of water
ntakwu n murmuring
ntamu n murmuring
ntapo n. stinging insect
ntekwuru n insect
ntetere n painting/rubbing tool, brush, sponge
nti n cheek
ntitiri n flat log or anvil upon which things are placed and beaten; Were otiti ti a
la ntitiri-uznid Take the hammer and beat it on the anvil ?
ntiwasj n. large natural gutter
ntna' n. hunting for
ntna’ n. trapping wire
ntnatna n. tree
ntni n. ear
ntni-ikne n. deaf
nto n. flexible fishing screen
ntoali n. foundation; foundation stone
?ntokrito n. tarry long, durable
ntra n. fish
ntu n. nail
ntu n. swelling in parts of the body
ity n. jump
nty’ n. make small cut, tiny
ntu-ke n. clitoris
ntu-kesi n. put something delicately on
ntukwasi n. put on top; interest
ntukwasi-obu n. trust
ntumeéka n. indication
nturg n. long crooked way
ntity' n. palm-wine tree branches; bamboo pole
ntutu’ n. funnel
nu V. push
nu V. hear; listen
nu V. burn
nwa' v. tempt, test, try
nwa’ V. filter
n.
n.
nwanya n. female child

nwaokno n. male child

nwata n. child, baby

nwataokno n. baby boy

nwatiti n. baby girl

nwe=nwo V. get, have

nwhu n. loss
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nwo v. breathe

nwo V. change

nwu v. shine

nwu V. die

nwu v. rejoice

nya V. paste, gum up

nya' v. pull, drive, pilot (as of boat, canoe, car or plane)
nya’ V. hang bag on

nya conj. that

nye n. friend

nyégé-nyeégé n. not firmly stood

nyi V. trace as of footprint or mark
nyirna-nyirna n. proudly puffed; boast

nyirni V. ascend; climb

nyi v. behave

nyo V. cut log; 'call name' as of loved one; play uga - girls' play
nyo v. peep, look into

nyoji=nyo V. cut into short logs

nyoi id. silent

nyu' \% defecate

nyu’ \% quench (as of fire)

nza=nzna n. small bird

nzé=nzné n noble wealth and aged people dead or living
nziza n swelling

nznuzno id. hidden

nznuznu id. foolishness

nzu-uzo id. way met

nznu n. chalk

0.

obé n. baby illness of boils or abscess

Obé p-n.  name of family

obeke n. yam type

obele n. fishing with screen

obi n. darkness, dwelling place

obi n. fishing camp

obi-leti n. abdomen; medium-iron pot (one and half gallons)
obi-ohnurnu n. new dwelling place

obisi id. befalling evil

obisi n. calabash vessel

ob6 n. storing basket

obo n. cassava farm

obodo n. family (extended)
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oboko' n. bird
oboko’ n. yam
obriznu n. mercy
ochi' n. ironwood tree
ochi’ n. stammer
ochi n. deer
ochni n. fencing flooded brook with screen
ochu n. bluntness
odi' n. drum
odi’ n. folly
0dno n. yellowness
odo n. mortar
ododo’ n. flower
ododo’ n. purple cloth
odogwnuma n. duck
odoko n. gluttony
odu n. silence, darkness, without warming fire
n.
n.
n.
p.

0dudia=Qba-

Odidu
odudu-ehnia
odugba
oduma
odum-kpo
Odumébdu

oduruduru-akita

oduum
ofi=0pi
ogbé
ogbe'
ogbe’
T?o0gbe
ogbe'
ogbe’
ogbi
ogbo
ogho'
ogbd’
ogbo=otu
oghoko
ogbridgbi
Ogbu'
ogé

B
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tsetse-fly

growth of new leaves

mould

royal attachment title to Qba

much grown shrubs
corn-pap

great bass sound of snoring; deep bass sound in melody

one -foolish ?

name or title of person
fish

lion

horn for music, car etc.
whole

bird sp.

children's game

sunset

conviction

stirring of liquid food (noun)
dumbness

board

quarter

place, steady

circle, crowd

plenty, water excess
trunk

masquerade

time, clock

47



Qgba dictionary

circulation version

Qgba PoS English
ogége yard, garden

ogéri=ogri n. womenfolk

ogho n. hole

oglogo=¢knikna id. long, tall=length ogloglo

? n. large natural gutter

oglogo a. long (adjective)

ognirnasi n. guinea-fowl

ogno n. chair

0gno n. altar

Ogudu=ogudu p.n. Ogba ceremony

ogwe n. log, tree trunk

0gwWo id. describes huge and tall
ogwogri n. face struggling; personal name - brave
ogwu n. lowland ede ali 1a r¢ ali
ogwula n. fish sp.

ogwuru n. water in which palm fibre was washed and its colour
ohére n. chance, gap

ohni n. fluted pumpkin

ohni' n. tree, or its seed

ohni’ n. heap

ohuru ? ? given as explanation of oghé
oji n. small rattling metal bells welded onto an iron staff, used at ceremonies
ojiri n. fish sp. with hard scales
ojukwu n. oil-palm

oke n. boundary, partition

oke n. gift, share

okere id. usual act

okike n. creation (creator)

okiri n. barren

oklogba n. calabash cup, two-gallon jug
oknika=¢gha n. lies

okninyaa n. old-stayed

okninye n. aged person

okno n. male

okno n. rope trap for animals

okno V.. swelling, swollen, leavened
oko n. rat

okobo n. box, chest, keg

okoko n. parrot

okom n. yam

okomo excl. shout of joy

okorikori excl. hen's cry when about to lay egg
okpo' n. ostrich

okpo’ n. leopard

okpo n. chin
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okpo n. bush track

okpoka n. smoking pipe

okpoko n. weed

okpom-okwnii n. heat

okprukpu n. back

okpu n. chest, side rib bone

okpi n. hat, head cover

okpu n. bone

okpuru n. underneath

okrekni n. rat, mouse

okrikri n. round as circle

okwnu n. lid, cover

okwni n. box

okwnumo-kwnu n. frog sp.

okwrukwuru=okw n. owl

rukwru

okwu n. word, case

okwukwu n. calabash cup

okwuru n. stomach

okwuta n. grove of Indian bamboo

oli=ili n. spot where something is buried
olo=ilo n. ointment

olodi n. wrestling title

ologbo n. cat

oloko n. nickname for spirits (drink)

ololo n. bottle

olowtiolowtio! excl.  shout of innocence

olu=olulu n. pond

olii n. neck, voice

olulu n. spoil

olulu n. impatience

omo n. soap

omo n. blade of hoe

omo n. vine, first springing stem from herbs/crops
omowhe n. conduct

oni n. strong boundary, fence

oni n. sand game

onosi n. waterside

onu' n. pushing

onu’ n. egg yolk; half pounded yam mixed with oil
opi=ofi n. transverse horn

Orie p.n. third day of the set of Qgba four days
oriéba=oru-¢ba n. fowl

oro n. snakehead (fish), Channa obscura
Orii p.n. Ijo people
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oruga n. over, plenty, surplus
orukpé=nwa- n. young lady

orukpé

Osa' p.n. compound god

ose n. waterside

oseete ? by all means

osi n. tree plant; gun

osi’ n. remaining unsold for long

osisi n. inter-self dispute, struggle

osni n. theft

osni n. hatred

osni=o0sisi n. dunghill

osno n. pepper

0sno-o excl.  expression for 'l am in your care'
050 n. growing

osoru id. describes grown up to maturity
0s0s0 n. nibbling here and there
osu=o0snu n. slave

osu n. Osu clan in Igboland

osusu n. drag net

ota n. children's way of saying onita
ote n. respect or reverence

otiti n. smith's hammer and anvil

oto' n. growth

oto’ n. space, opening inside or between
otobo n. hippopotamus

otokro n. big sore

otoro n. diarrhoea

otu n. broken part of pitcher

otu n. companion, club

otube n. navel

otim n. pole for pushing canoe forward
otutu a. plenty of

ovo n. basket for reserving objects
ovu=obu n. bird sp.

owhe n. soup

owhe n. stretching out rope above over a distance; no entrance
owheka v.n. saying foolishly

owhéka n. outnumbered person from a group or community
owhélelu n. witchcraft

owhil num. score

owhu n. slave

owhu n. loss

owu=0wu n. masquerade

owu n. thread
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owu n. solitude

owuke n. person in solitude, without relatives
owuma n. woman born during time of masquerade ceremony
owuru=owru n. flying fox, fruit-bat

oyi n. cold; coldness

0zé n. seed

0zl n. starch food from cassava

ozni n. drum (for wrestling or assembling of community)
ozni n. message

oznimi n. nose-bleed

0znimini n. river, stream

0zno n. seed

oznu n. dead body of human being or animal

ozu n. butting; calculate

(0]

Qba n.  royal title of Qgba; natural ruler

oba calabash cup

oba' patches of skin colour

obaeka palm of the hand

obi yam

obita farm camp

obna ‘alligator’

obna mark on tree-trunk (to show track or boundary)
obninya picking of lost object

obnu pit

obo orange

obo=ubo ?

obo sheath

obu=ebubu stinging insect

obukwu sole of foot

‘ochi controller, leader

ochi-agha
ochi-ogwnu
ochi-otu
ochi-umuta
ochni’
ochnuchnu
ocho
ochogba
0da'

0da’

odi
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war captain

fight leader

leader of group of persons
leader of children

murder

scrub off dirt during bath
one who finds something
compound leader
basketry fish-trap
swampy area for palm-wine trees
condition
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odibo n. servant

odna n. fall

odnit’ v.n. staying, seat

odni’ n. base, bottom

odni n. advice

odo n. pulling, dragging

0do? n. swampy area for palm-wine trees
*?20dobo n. well-to-do, advanced in age woman

odi’ n. elephant tusk

odii’® n. shrine in basket kept by the eldest person of the family of family
odu n. children's own cooking with fish at own time
oduru-ogwu n. ?

Qgba n. clan; strong defending fence

ogba' n. flowing down

ogba’ n. screen fencing for fishing

ogba’ n. sting

ogba' n. compound-family; pound; fenced house for dwelling
ogba’=onye dgba n. loved, liked

ogbachi p.n.  highest group in Idumini society
ogbachi n. iron rod walking support for aged titled men
ogbara n. long cross- pole in fencing

ogbara n. in line/in lines, spear with hook

ogbo n. fish

ogbo' n. trouble, problem

ogbo’ n. very thick forest

ogbo’ n. thigh; upper arm

0gbo*=0gbo n. circling crowd

ogbu n. fed up with eating of

ogi n. venereal disease; gonorrhoea
ogidi=ogidi n. noise

ogidi n. molten object

ogidiga n. great as hero - crocodile

ogidigba n. fence

ogido n. loincloth

ogna n. delay

ogna n. service, servant, sharer

0go n. in-law

0go’ n. kindness

0go’ n. deep, water

0gwo n. scoop out mud as from well

0gwoto n. weakness, laziness

0gwWu n. medicine

0 pron. personal pronoun

?0h! excl.  shout for pain

ohi n. whistling
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ohia n. bush

ohia n. (stay) idleness

oja’ n. praising to stir up

oja’ n. cloth for tying babies on the back
oja n. wooden shuttle for weaving nets
0ji n. cola nut, or an object presented to replace it
ojni n. iroko tree (Milicia excelsa)

0jo a. bad

0joglo n. cast-net

Qjogloma n. Ogba name for Joinkrama

oka’ n. tree sp.

oka’ n. maturity

oka* n. excel, pass, go beyond

oka’ n. heat

oka' n. circumcision

oka’ n. well, in peace

oka’ n. appointment as of date or time for ceremony
okito n. blood

okna' n. corn

okna’ n. long-snouted crocodile

okninya n. spear

oko n. scratching

okochi n. hot season

0kokroro n. wild duck

okpa n. limbs

okpa n. training

okparna n. first son

okpiya n. puffer-fish, Tetraodon fahaka
okpna n. peck

okpd' n. group of catfish, Synodontis spp. esp. Synodontis ocellifer
okpo agni/iknéga n. Synodontis gobroni

okpo akpo ikné n. Synodontis eupterus

okpo iche n. Synodontis clarias

okpo ndeé n. Synodontis filamentosis;

0kpo ohnigbno n. Synodontis nigrita

okpo’ n. boxing/cracking

okpokna n. sores/wounds here and there
okpokro' id. useless

okpokro® small wooden slit-gong
okpokro’= n. he-goat

nwokpokro

okpokwu n. calling upon

okpokwnu=mkpok matches

wnu

okpokwuru n. coiling
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okpu bone

okpu' anus

okpu® winning mark in game

okpu’ tree

okpukpo beat off; shake off

okpulo old area where people dwelt
okputo fish sp. Auchenoglanis occidentalis
okré onwa double yard cloth

okrokro feeling joyous for

ola' bangle, bracelet

ola’= ola-ntni
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earring
0lo shout so as to recover lost object
oloko head-tie (silk type)
oma vanishing
omi moonlight game
omu nasal catarrh; learning
omu' giving birth
omu’ tender stem leaves
omil gun cap
omu' river current
omumu learning
ona bitter or three-leaved yam
ona mother
oni id. this way, pattern
onu a. burnt up; blackened by smoke
onuma n. wrath
onunu n. point, as of weapons; peak/top of a hill
onunu n. powdered medicine or charm
Oopima n. castration
opirima n. shark
opita n. small yam farm
opuga n. going out
oramini n. fish sp. smaller Clarias species
ornu n. work, farm
ornurnu id. grown fat (expression)
oru n. defect
oru n. pitching pole
osa' id. all
0sa’ n. reply
Osisa n. revocation
osna n. sigh
osna n. squirrel
0S0 n. race
0sonso n. blood
0s0-ote n. title name for juju; bad and cruel
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0so-ote n. juju

osu n. vulva

osusu V. shaking

ota= gtna n. shield; nakedness

otd n. nakedness

ova n. calabash cup

ovi n. yam

ovnu n. pit

owa n. palm-wine tree-branch

owa n. ?

owho n. god of action

owhu n. fish sp. Bagrus bayad

owoko n. Nigerian jumper

oWuUwo id. carelessness; careless handling
oya n. healing

oyi' n. coitus

oyi’® n. friend, friendship; concubinage
0yo n. rattling musical instrument
0yogoro n. bunch, bundle

oyoko n. bushy

0za n. screen pole

oza' n. mane of ram or lion

0z’ n. fish sand or mud nest

0Z9 n. high traditional title or rank in Qgba
0Z20=¢70 n. gorilla types

0z0 n. seizure

0z0 n. another (noun)

0zoma n. well going of

0zOWl n. fish Labeo coubie (ojiT) and Labeo senegalensis (ochna)
P

pa'=fa V. hold and carry with both hands
pa’=fa v. grow fat and huge

?pa’=fa V. do something intentionally
pa'=fa? V. climb

pa’=fa ? V. tell tales (as of lies)

palapala=falafala ?
pe'=fe

pe’=fe ?

pe=fe ?
pekem=fekem ?

pekepeke=fekefeke
D)

id. flat
walk on tiptoe

<

fly, run (gone)
. dance smoothly, fine
id. pretend to be lying asleep
id. lean, weightless
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perepere=ferefere  id. thinness

?

pi'=fi press palm on; press hand here and there
pi=fi V. throw swiftly of, on, or at

pii=fii id. sounds of horn, trumpet sounds

pim=fim id. describes filling up to the brim

pipi=fifi id. slow to act; pampering

pipipi id. not up and doing in time

pipipi=fififi id. wasting time before action ; i méla fififi I'imé whe gma
piyoom=fiyoom ? id. sound from whip stroke

pi=fi v. press with hand palm; massage (as to force out liquid)
pipi=fifi V. give very little

po v. pass through openings/hole underneath
fo'=po V. leak, pass narrowly through

fo’=po V. get opening

fokoi=pokoi=hokoi id. describes emptiness

popo n. popo cloth, name given to a cloth
poroporo=poropor id. describes leaking swiftly and in large drops
0

£0'=po V. be soaked, wet, damp

0’=po conj. also, as, like

pokopoko id. watery, soften with water

poo id. damp, nearly wet

poripori id. slippery

pu=fu v. bud; bring out leaves

purupuru id. soft to the touch (like hair of newborn baby)
fru-fru=pru-pru id. soft when pressed, felt, or touched
pu'=fi V. £0, move

pu’=fu abort; miscarry

pur'=f do without the knowledge of others

R

ra' V. lick/drink/suck; lick as oath

ra’ V. plane

ra’ v. lose in game

re V. sell

re! v. think

re? V. irritate; show pain; active

re? v. cause to be effective

ret V. enumerate articles for medicine

ri' V. eat, chew

ri’ V. sink, capsize

rigno v. creep on steadily
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rigorno v ascend

rio v beg

rna V. meet woman sexually

rna % entice, attract

ro' v swallow

ro’ V. rot

roo' id.  humble

roo’ id. describes fainting

ro' v. make jokes

ro’ V. dream

ro' v. fashion talks to polished speech; be good
ro’ V. do the first rubbing of a newly mudded wall
ro’ V. bend

ro? V. show beauty with action as of walking , etc.
ru' V. reach

ru’ V. wade, stay, walk in water

ru’ V. be red with pus

ru’ V. put in water for soaking

ru’ v. grow weeds or bush

ru' V. collect s.t. from liquid/water with hand or spoon
ru’ V. stir

ru’ V. cook porridge

ruru’ V. enter and sit down as in car, boat etc.

ruru’ V. stay silently as of bereavement

ruru v. soften by heating or soaking

rururu id. describes warmth

ru' V. roast by putting inside coal fire or hot ashes
ru’ V. disobey

ru’ V. defile

ru V. pin as of pegs; point with finger

ruruy v. keep shallowly hidden; end up work weakly
rururi=dududu id. describes buzzing, as of market or bees

S

sa=sasi v. spread out over

sa! excl. expression to draw attention to

sa' v. reply, respond

sa’ V. take/learn making medicine or charm from another
saba v. follow up with

sara V. learn from; answer

se' V. hold by the hand

sé? V. draw picture of

seke v. shake
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si V. cook, boil, measure

si V. be fed up with constancy of

sia excl.  driving shout to animals

sibe V. touch, affect

sichni=snichni v. block up with mud, stand

side V. break speed

sila-aznii V. reverse

sim id. describes staying calm/still

simsim id. describes filling up to the brim
si-nwu V. change colour when rotting
sisiriri=sisriri id. describes not being moved with distress
sna' v wash clean

sna’ v plane

snaru \ make filthy, stir up

sni v. make mud wall, mud partition

snu' v join again in game or in food eating
snu’ v set fire to

snu’ v point with nose and mouth
snumsnum id. describes stinginess

snusnu v.n. fooling

snusnu-si V. kiss

sny' V. cut/trim grass

snu’ v. destroy completely, wipe out

snit’ V. make effort, struggle

snu’=sni iré v. turn from side to side (during sleep); get angry
snuzno V. struggle and die

so' V. float

so’ V. grow as of bud

50’ v. be up to age of puberty

s0'=s0 nso V. forbid

s92 V. menstruate

50’ V. be senior, older than, born earlier than
S()4 V. like, impress, be sweet

SO V. stop, end, cease, finish, terminate

sola V. recede, decrease in association with
som conj. or

S00S0 id. alone

su' V. lodge

su’ be loose as of parcel, bundle

su’ V. cut, burst, as of boil or of swelling

su* adv.  at first

su V. dress well as tying of real Indian loincloth, wrapper
su' v. pound, grind

su’ V. wash cloth

su’ v. speak other languages
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sit' v. push slightly; stamp/stock on
su’=sil udné V. groan as when in pain; heart failure and die
suka-suka id. describes being uncomfortable within the body
susu V. shake

suwi=sue cool

T

ta'=takwa V. chew, eat, eat bone

ta’ adv.  strongly

ta’ V. dry up as of water

ta! excl. expression to get attention

ta' V. bite

ta? v. tell story

ta’ V. entice, attract

tabi V. cut with bite

tade V. stitch, tie temporarily

tagataga id. describes a flooded floor
tagwna V. hide and watch

taka whisper

tamy=tahnu V. murmur

tarim id. describes still, calm

te' V. rub with paint or with earth
te’=tne v. stride, gallop, dance

te’ v. cook soup

te v. respect, reserve

tela V. cook filthily slow

ti' v. prick, pierce, shine

ti? V. shout, cry aloud

ti v. beat

tiim id. sound of gun

titi n. girl, lass, maiden, virgin,

tititi id. healthy and fine

titiriri id. flavourless food

tna' V. blame

tna’ V. drop (as of water)

tne' V. burn

tne’ V. rise, wake from

tne’ V. increase

tnu' v. trace, follow by tracing footprint
tnu’=tnu uka V. quarrel; complain about doing too much work
tny' v. select; pick out from

tnu’ V. keep long conversation

to V. grow
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to praise

to V. loose

to lay, place as of foundation stone

toko id. describes fine yellow complexion

tu tie loin cloth; pin poles/pegs; hoist flag

ta' rough shaping for carving

tu’ v. pretend as if to fight or wrestle

tugutugu id. describes shaky to stand upon as on grass heap

tukesi v. place an object at a delicate position where it can easily fall off

tuketuke id. describes s.o. full of pride, arrogant

tutururu id. describes forcing sound of defecating

tututh' id. describes sound of flight of bird, motor, aeroplane

tutatd’ id. describes making much noise over nothing; sound of a closed door when
knocked

tuu id. describes sound of a horn

tu' \% throw

tu’ v praising s.o. while living or dead

tl}3 v cut grass; trim grass

tu' v. point finger at

tu’ \4 measure

tutu v pick (and take)

tuu-tiu id. describes fast dropping from a leak

ube
ubé
ubé
ubélé=uble
ubeleke
ubi

ubi

ubo
ubu
ubu
uché
uchi
uchiri
uchni
uchu
ude

by

udela

n. pole-spear head

n. mound trap

n. pear (Dacryodes edulis) but also used for the avocado pear
n. ladder

n. fox-like animal

n. deer

n. masquerade drum =ubleke=ebleke
n. yam farm

n. snake

n. cat

n. fish sp.

n. tree sp.

n. mind

n. name of family

n. chewing gum

n. night

n. hiccup

n. ointment

n. vulture
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udi’ n. tree

udné n. groan

udno n. peace

udu n. wine pot; small pot

uduka-mini n. great quantity of water

ugbeégbe' n. earthen pot for cooking

ugbeégbe’ id. large basin

ugbi' blockage with mud

ugbi’ jumping into the water for a game
ugbno water screen blockage

ughodu earache

ugbhoko bush, forest

ugé=oburu
ugeghé
ugela=ukela
ugiri
ugiri
ugizo
ugnirné
ugno=ugo
ugwe
ugwu
ugwu
ugwu
uhie

uhie

uju

uke

uke

ukela = uigela
ukéle
ukete
ukire
ukiré
uknam
ukno
ukno
ukno
ukpe
ukpé
ukpo'
ukpo®
ukpii
ukwé
ukwnii

PP PPPPBPBBRPBPPREBEPPREPRPPEPPPERPRERBPREBRBPPREBRPRPPEBPERPBRRBRPEBP

compound behind house row
glass

iron gong

bush mango

ingredient used for flavouring soup, made from pumpkin seeds
standing

tree sp.

cagle

share

hill

circumcision

respect

camwood tree

violation (of rules)

hole in tree trunk
sickness

problem

metal gong

salutation

bell

seed

forcefulness

fish sp.

prickly weed

kitchen rack for drying objects
pride

distant place

earthen platform; throne
fishing hook

tree sp.

fish room in pond

song, melody

group, companion
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“ukwnu bottom, base

ukwnu n. bundle

ukwnu-10 n. bachelor or spinster
ukwu id. big, great, large

ulé n. test, examination

uli n. funeral ceremony
ulugbu n. bitterleaf

ume n. might; breath

umé n. bereavement

umeju n. liver

ume-gkwnu n. not catching fish

une n. plantain

uneé n. pluriarc, stringed musical instrument
unu n. egg-yolk

und n. over liberal

unu n. number of times
unubara n. surplus

unwo n. breath

unwi n. colour

unyo n. calling of loved one's name for joy or excitement
uri n. indigo

uro n. rotten

uri n. hole

uru n. gain

usnorno n. trend followed

usu n. wipe off through death
usu n. family-genealogy

usuru n. mourning

utii n. brook

utu n. fish

utukpeé n. lamp

uturu n. animal sp.
uvnurnu-orieba n. empty egg-shell
uvu'=tubu=ubhu n. fish sp.

uvu’=abu=ubhu n. tree sp.

uwe id. describes making things go easily
uwhu n. naturally wide fish pond
uwhu n. growth

uwhudna n. evening tide

uwu v.n. starting to rot; tasting off
uzé=uzné n. squirrel

uzné n. woe

uznirne n. sneeze

uznu n. friend

uznu n. dust
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U

uba n. increase

ubachni n. sun, day

ubni n. scramble to seize

ubnurnu n. brain

ubnurnu n. tree, flower

ubo n. revenge

ubo n. thumb-piano, now applied to piano, organ, harp
uchara n. small snail

uchicha=uchna n. ?

ehn]

uchna n. white, clean; white ant

uchnu n. bad condition

uda n. brown (tree)

udara n. cherry fruit

udi n. resemblance

udna n. sound, noise

‘udo n. sort of, type of

udo n. twisted splits into twine

udo n. attraction

udubara id. stale, sour palm-wine

ufu n. shortcut

ufu-aznu n. action in absence of

uga n. rambling

ugala n. fish sp.

ugba n. bulky floating object on river
ugbna n. hiding; hidden

ugbni n. hand fishing cover-net

ughod n. means of travelling on water=canoe, boat, ship
ugho n. weed floating on water
ughg-0gwnu n. war vessel

ugbégwuru n. pumpkin

ugwa n. gourd; wild pod

ugbha n. vengeance

ugila n. fish sp. Clarotes laticeps;
ugila ochna n. fish sp. Chrysichthys nigrodigitatus
ugu n. girl's game

ugwo n. debt

ugwil! n. hatred; foe

ugwi’ n. fluted pumpkin (Telfairia spp.)
ugwuri n. harmattan

uha' n. lies
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uha’=dha tree sp.

uhihi whistling

uhii persistent, hard working

ujo fear

ujil mourn

uka word, talk, case

uka sour, distaste

ukasi=ukasi
ukawu
uknirna
uko
ukd'
ukd’
uko
ukd
ukpa1
ukpa’
ukpa3
ukpa
ukpo
ukpo
ukpo
ukwna
ukwninya
ukwu
ukwiry'
ukwiry?
ula

ulo

uly
uma'
uma’
umi
umuy
una

uny
unu
upu=ufi
ura

ura
urna
urni
urna
urni
usirg=usuro

P PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPBPBPBPBBPBBBPBPBBPB

]
=
o
=}

P PP BPBPBPBPPBBP

leaves

tiger-fish, Hydrocynus vittatus
cloth

plant sp.

messenger

mediator; masquerade
old home-made loincloth
lack

grass fed to goats
acquaintance, associate, colleague
eye mucus

seed

lazy

tree

basket

seed

famine

leg, limb

paw-paw

okra

ringworm

house, building
struggling

might

tree

marrow; pith

children; suckers

pride

you (pl.)

mourning black cloth
short-cut way

clay, mud

slap (on the cheek or at the ear)
weed

sleep

enticement

tree

sweat
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uso sweetness

usod side, aside

uso ceasing, stopping

usoro end, extreme

usu bat

usi host of people or of army
usutu end

uta long open fishing basket
utna blame

utnirna fufu

utnjrna-gbogbo
utnirna-mini
uty'=ntuty
oy’

utd

utni
uvna=ubna
uvnurnu
uvo=ubo
uwa

uwaa

uwha

uya

uyo

uzaij

uzni)

uznil

izp'

W.

wal
Wil2

3
wa

wa’
wa’

a1
wa’
waka
wakawaka
warara
wawawa
we!

2
we

PP PPRPPPRPPSPPRPBEBRPBPBREBRERPBPERBEBREBRBPREBPRPRP

< < 2 = 2 2 =2 =

liquid dropping from ant nest
drops of water

morning

gummy fruit

wood-rot

contribution

flower, menstruation

flower

vengeance

world

widening the farm; bush clearing space when at work
plant sp.

spend much for sick
misfortune, bad condition
seed

noise

smith

path, street, road

cut into parts

break, tear, cut

walk in the bush

be enlightened; wise

enter/go out forcefully

put as in weaving; tie underwear cloth (first tying of cloth)
put between mats/thatches

be cut, torn

sound of harmattan wind through trees and leaves
narrow, straight

describes rambling up and down

push stick or pole through

irritate or smart as of pepper
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we’ v. be angry

we V. take

wede v. leave unceremoniously

welg V. wither, flop, grow lean

werekem=wururu id. thoroughly, through into

werere id. describes state of dizziness, faint

werewere id. smoothly, easy going

weya=kwiye=wiya v. bring

wo' put on (garment)

Wo'=wild V. beg, please

wokoi id. describes sitting proudly

wokowoko id. family quarrel; some noise; expression

woriwori id. describes extra bodily shivering at dance

wo' pron. they, them, those

wo’ prep. that, to

wo part.  not (did) not

woi id. describes sound of falling of plant and tree

wokoi=wokoi id. describes nasty, over-grown of

wolim id. very filthy

wOoriwori id. describes being bound loosely; not tightly dried; warm; watery

WO-wO-wo id. describes frog group croaks

wu'=wuru V. stand, pin, make or place uprightly

wu’ V. build, construct

wu’ V. stand at work

wu? v. stand as a witness, give evidence

wu' V. softened to rot, softened until done

wir’ v. stay cooled overnight to taste fine, ferment

wukne V. stand firmly

wuru v. stand in support

wururu id. describes being without people, solitariness

wuruawuru id. describes being deceptive wuruwuru=wuru-wuru

? id. heart failure; disturbed passage of peg or stick into the earth at a particular
area

wutu=wuta V. hurt (of mind), cause sorrow

WUWO id. softened

WUWOWo id. describes noise as of water falling

WUWOWO id. describes doing something sluggishly

Y.

ya' pron. pronoun (he, him, her, she, it

ya’ dem. that way; so; like that

ya! excl. expression to draw attention of

ya' v. heal
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ya’ v. use means to cause harm

yagapu V. spoilt, wax, worn out

yagayaga id. not strong when felt

yarayara' id. describes weakness due to dizziness
yarayara’ id. describes sound of falling grains as of sand
yé pron. we

yi' v. resemble, be like

yi’ V. make a cut

yit v. lay egg(s)

yi* V. close up waterway with screen

yi© v. take heart, endure

yi' V. pull off feather/hair from dead bird; pull off
yi° v. suffer loss

yi° V. drop off (as of leaves from tree/plant)
yi'=sno v. accompany

v’ V. have coitus, sexual intercourse

yi-i id. sound of a fallen tree; great splash

yikota V. accompanying

yiya v. talk senselessly

yogoyogo id. noise of tinkling toy for baby

yo' sift with sieve; filter

yo’ V. become watery (of food), over-soft (as of fufu)
yogoyogo id. describes being not strongly enough bound
yokoro V. stay idle with filth and illness

yuu! excl. ?

yuwo! excl. ?

yu pron. you

Z

za' V. answer; reply, respond

za’ v. rise, e.g. loaf

za' V. sweep, tidy, shave

i’ v. dissolve

za’ V. be stunted

zaa! excl.  shout for driving off birds

zZna V. emulate, imitate

zne' V. strike, hit, beat

zne’ V. shine, glow

zneé v. keep off from; take heed of

znegnachni V. dress proudly with rich materials
znégnachni v. sit to cover the space of others

znégnarna V. sit proudly like a king

znerne-znerne id. describes falling as sand grains, water drops

67



Qgba dictionary circulation version

Qgba PoS English

zni' V. teach, show, direct

zni’ V. leak (as of water or air)

zni’ v. appear as lines

zni* id. right, true, clear

zni° V. totem (belief that human beings can transform themselves into animals)

zni®= znirni V. lend, loan, borrow

zni’ V. send

zni’ V. pull off thin cover off vegetable

zni’ V. blow out mucus as from nose

znizneé V. cause to drop in grains or in dust

znizni v. shout, cry out

ZNno=z0 V. hide, keep intact

zno v. ?

znu' V. steal

znu’ v. sleep

znu V. make friend, éle; zu kadi, ludo, ludo, épéle, okwe play game of cards,
ludo beads, etc.

znu V. feed, train, rear

znula V. ebb down as water, liquid; reduce

znuznu V. shake with hand

zo' V. seize

20’ V. clean filth from an animal gut

0" V. tread, tread mud

29’ V. pull against the river current

79’ v. pour excess of water in for pulling against tide

zobo V. stand upon; place sole upon

ZOWu id moderately cool

' V. meet, assemble, abut, collide, jam

o’ v. select/appoint to form a group for

o’ V. calculate in sets of as in division

Zuzy=znuznu V. shake as with two hands; kernels shake; tingle
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Abochi®

Achi personal name

Achiilikne

Adi male name

Adiméle, Adielea name (usu. male)

Aduché=Eyiuché

Aduma=Adnaima

Agada

Agada

Agbida

Agbidi

Agida

Agwi

Ahiakwo name given to one born on Nkwo day. Ewhna nde wg akpoga
madu sibe 1'ahia bu Other names derived from market days
are Ahia, Ahia-uznu, Ahia-ekne, la nde 9z§.

Aja'

Ajie

Ajukwnrna

Ajumoke

Ajur uaju

Ake

Akeojit

Akéorieta Ake born on Orieta

Aké-ochna M name for light-skinned first son

Akorita

Akpaka

Akpati

Akpnudi

? Amadigwe

Amadikne

Amarizné

Amarnahnobi=Amarna-m-

name for first son

<<

name for dark-skinned first son

whne-gbu
Ana

Ane

Ani
Anwusu
Anya
Asama
Asomenya
Aye
Aznudimma
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Aznudibia
Aznuka
Aznuoma
Aznydgni
Dapa=dafa
Ebé

Ebide
ichéem=Echéem
Echekne
Echéru
Echéya=echiye
Echézu

Ede

Edém

Edema
Edimokwu
Egbirika®
Egwumma
Ejiknéme
Ike=ikne

iketa
Ekéukwu
Ekeéznie

ikne

ikne-
ukwu=T?Eknukwu=ikukwu
Eknema
Ekwém
Ekwere
T?Ekwu’
Ikwukwu

Elea
Elebaa=elebaachi
Elebéri

ilechi

Eledu
ilekwila
Elémchukwu
Elémenyé
I1lemsi

Eleria

Eluozno
Emeéliekne
Enyiché=eyiuché
Eti

Kalabari

second day of the Ogba week of four days
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Eyilobu
Ema
V?Eresia
?Wo
Ibékwe
Ibobo
idika
idogwu
Igwe’
Igwéji
igwuru=igwru
Tjaa
Ijné-oma’
Ile

Isré
Idimogwni
Ima=Ima
Iznido
Izukwe F
Mgbogbo
Mgbogo
Nkwata
Nkweké
Nkwoma
Nkwukwu=likw9-ukwu
Obi

ocho

Odno
Odogwu
Ogboko
Ogbu®
Ogwogri
Ogwilezni
Oji'=ojii
0ji’=0ji-nji
Ojo

0jo

Ojoko
Ojim

Oke

Okirié
Okoro
Okoroma
Okwudu
Oléwu

(short for Emmanuel)

personal name
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Omodno
Omo-0di
Onisa
Orie
Orie-awhi
Ori¢cke
Oriema
Orieta
Oriéukwu
Osa’
Osakwe

Osere

Osi'=0siagoh, Osima, Osi-ima

Oso’

Ota
Otodu
Ozéghé
Ozurumba
Qba’
Obita
Obokrohna
Qchny’
Ochomma
?Qchg-okwu
Qchy
Qdoko
Ogidi
C)kpa
Okpu

oy
Qwoto
Qza

Ubo

Ude
Ugbeji
Ugbo

Uge
Umesi
Uzokwe
Uda
Ugbari
Ugbnani
Ugbokd
Ijkata
Ukpaka

virtue-finder
fault-finder

also his song
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Uzp*

Uzoka
Uzoma
Yokno
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Qgba Form Description Standard name
Aba town in Igboland Aba
Aba town in Ngwa

Afam town in Ukwa clan of Rivers State

Aga=Agna Agga, town in Egbema

Agwa town in Ikwere

Ahuda town in Ekpeye Ahoada
Alua town in Ikwere

Ama=Ama village in Qgba

Amirni town in Awo

Apam=Afam town in OTELGA

Apani town in Ikwere

Ara’® town in Anambra State

Asé town in Qhnaji Asaba
Asaba town in Delta State

Asaka town in Delta State

Asari town in Kalabari

Ase=Aso town in Delta State

Atnani town in Anambra State

Awara=Awra
Ayaba
Ayama

Ayata
Azaga=Aso-Azaga
EdéoHna
Eléle

Eliela

Emo

ide

irema

Etekru
ebogrno
Ibewa

Ibi

ida

idu-Qba

Ihie

ikri

Isi-Ali
isrégwi
Isua-La-Isusu
it

izomgbé

IDa

name of village in Ohnaji
village in Ngwa

town in Oru

town in Delta State

town in Ndoni District

town in Ekpeye

town in Ikwere

town in Qgba

town in Delta State

name of village

town in Qgba-Egni

town in Egbema

town in Qgba

village in Qgba-Egni

town on the Benue east of Makurdi
village name

name for Benin by Qgba people
town in Imo

town in Qgba

capital town; capital town in Qgba (Omokuy)

town in Isoko
quarters in Joinkrama
village in Ogba

town in Egbema
town in Igara
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Qgba Form Description Standard name
Kwukwrukwu town in Northern Nigeria (Kukuruku)
Ndéle town in Ikwere

Ndoni town in Ahoada Local Government Area
Nkwesi town in Ugwuta

Nsukz‘l town in Anambra State

Obie village in Qgba

Obiebe village in Qgba

Obieti quarters in Qmoku

Obigwe village in Qgba

Obite village in Qgba

Obosi town in Anambra

Obosi quarter in Omoku

Obowu town in Igbo

Obrikné village in Qgba

Ochigba town in Ekpeye

Odéke town in Ekpeye

Odi name of [zon town

Ogbidi village in Qgba

Ogwuta town in Imo State

0ji=0jii Oji River; Oji Town

Ojiji town in Imo State

Ole town in Isoko

Oloko town in Anambra State

Onono town in Upper Niger

QObagnj town in Qgba

Obakata=QbnakoTawo
Obakota=Qbakata
0B)

Obo

QObgbrnu
Obobru=0Qboburnu
Obokrohna
Obukaegni

C)Ka

Udi

Uju

Ukwna

Wari

quarter in Omoku
quarter in Qmoku
town in Qgba
village in Qgba
village in Qgba
town in Qgba
quarter in Omoku
village in Qgba
town in Anambra State
town in Igara

Ogba village

district in Abia State
Warri town
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Topography
At n. name of lake
Imo p.n. river in Igbo land
Onita n. Onita Creek (source from Ndoni, tributary to Urashi River JW)
okpo® p.n. name of a lake in Qgba
Ozna p.n. swampy area in Qmoku
Uniike p.n. name of lake
UnAmini p.n. name of lake
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