
Mwaghavul wild and domestic mammals 
 
Lwaa is a general term for large land animals 
 

Mwaghavul Hausa Latin English 
aak   squirrel 
ɓurap   mongoose 
com   grasscutter 
com goghot (=‘cliff’)  Procavia capensis rock hyrax  
dafwan  Lepus spp. hare 
dang piya  Ictonys striatus zorilla 
diyil   rat sp. 
dughum   antelope sp. 
ɗiin  Rousettus aegyptiacus fruit-bat, perhaps other spp. 
gam sughun  Civetictis civetta civet cat 
gwòm  Papio anubis baboon 
jàghàs  Rattus rattus house rat 
jiirii  Alcelaphus buselaphus hartebeest 
kaap  Papio anubis another name for baboon 
kaar  Erythrocebus patas patas monkey 
kaar tup  Cercopithecus tantalus tantalus monkey 
kambílóng   bush rat sp. 
kíɓér bushiya Atelerix albiventris hedgehog 
kɨbɨn ɓauna Syncerus caffer buffalo 
kukun  Tragelaphus scriptus bushbuck 
kuseleŋ   rat sp. 
kuzum tiŋ   mouse sp. 
kuzum   rat general 
kwaar  Ourebia ourebi oribi 
kyéék  Hystrix cristata porcupine 
lùɓang  Kobus kob kob 
lushim  Panthera pardus leopard 
mosdong  Thryonomys swinderianus cane rat 
mbwoor  Panthera leo lion 
naanii  Mus minutoides pygmy mouse 
nciwe  Canis adustus side-striped jackal 
ndal  Lemniscomys spp. zebra mouse 
ndikop  Acomys spp. spiny mouse 
ndumu  Hyaena hyaena brown hyena 
ngau  Vulpes pallida sand fox  
nii  Loxodonta africana elephant 
njee  Heliosciurus gambianus Gambian sun-squirrel 
njwet  Graphiurus spp. dormouse 
nriyeem  Orycteropus afer aardvark 
nsimen  Crocidura spp. white-toothed shrew 
ntum  Dasymys spp. swamp rat  
nzininin  Hippopotamus amphibius hippo 
ŋaaŋ  Galago senegalensis Senegal galago 
paap  Cephalophus rufilatus red-flanked duiker ? 
pelem muut  Felis caracal caracal 
pur  Felis serval serval 
rishi  Phacochoerus africanus warthog 
sughup  ? small animal 
shughur   rat sp. 
taap  Sylvicapra grimmia bush duiker 
tizik  Scotophilus spp. house bat 
uɓir  Steatomys spp. fat mouse 
wegher  Genetta genetta genet 
wup  Cricetomys gambianus giant rat 

 



Domestic animals 
 

as dog  
b�́ríng horse  
d�p̀yáá white horse  
ghɨɨ goat  
jààkí donkey, ass njaakii < Hausa 
kuru traditional Mwaghavul horse, 

short but fast 
< Hausa 

làà tum lamb, young ram, sheep  
mmuus cat < Hausa 
mpaat castrated cow  
nagham mare  
ngáám ram, male sheep  
ning taurine cow  
nkoor castrated he-goat  
nkwák he-goat  
ntɨɓet castrated ram  
randong cow  
tùghùs 

swine, pig  
tum sheep  

 
 


