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Introduction

The Kofyar Language

The language which I call here Kofyar is spoken by
gome 70Oy OOO people in Lowlsnd snd Pankshin Divisions of
Plateau Province, Northern Nigeria. T4 characterlzes the
village areas of Dokan Kasuwa; Koeper, Kofyar, Kwa, Kwangs
Dimnnik; BWal, and qulla. Kofyar territory dncludes about
200 gquare mllCS between the Shemankar and Li rivers north—
west of Shend In recent years, Kofysar have opened bush
farms ag far south as Kwande snd Namu, There are minor
dialectal differences among villages, but the people -
distinguish their own speech, lifwo lu mu (the tongue of
our house), from the closely related languageq of the Sura
and Angas to the north and the Goemai (Ankwe) to the south.
Most of the follOW1ng word 1ist was collected in- the
village of Bong in the Kofyar hills, Variants used in the
Merniang. (Mirrism) sreas of Kwa, Kwang, and thé adjoining
hill settlements sare devmgnateﬁ (Mer.)., The Kofvar had
traditionally no unified political organlzatlon, but they
share & set of dlstlnctlve cultural characteristics such

ag intengive agrmculture; dispersed settlement ‘patterns;
and nuclear family households as well as & common myth of
origin,

The word 115t Was collected in the course of - ;
ethnological field research, 1960<62, under & prant from
the Ford Poundation Poreipn Ares Studies Progrem. I
Uged the Kofyar langusge myself and checked: the entrlos
with bilingual informants, but I have no doubt that this
vocabulary contains mary errors, especially 1n.the ‘
recording of tone. i



-Noteﬁgn Orthography
N . :
e phoneﬁeé:of Sura WhiGh is obviously clcsely-
. related to Kofyar have been summarized by Jungraithmayr
+(196L), snd Wolff (1954) has proposed orthographies for

© the neighbouring Sura, Angas, and Ankwe languages. For

purposes of convenience in typing and agreement with the
local usage of the administration =nd literate Kofyar,

I have represented Kofyar phoriemes in transliteratlon by
the follow;ng_symb018°
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B,

KOFYAR _VOCABULARY

ade; dfink nade of meal and water o o
aaé; egg ‘ _
ads ko ~ egg of chicken
ddange;  how much, how man& |
Aghss sharp, teeth
agass; to abuse someone _
agas pe = to ridicule someone's physical peculiarities
agir; ‘to ereep
akdu;  (H.) clerk
akongdé;  how many, akondd (Mern.)
alabdsa;  (H.) onion | : e iy
am; - water:

ams to carve

‘as;  dog

baa;  to return, to do again
badblt;  round
bégd; very big
badgad;  very very big
bab;  shoulders, horizontal part
baka;  Hausa
balaa;  kwado (H.), large red beans
bdn;  for no reagon
bang; drum
bar; to return to life
bardk;  wet, green, unripe
badtuu; Qaﬁ:
b&leép;  thing, occurenge:
beldp t4 u'sbmething_happen

* bélép wubid - the thing is ?ad,

beng;  salt container ' -

bis the thing =



Kofyar Vocabulary: 2 : L "~ Regearch Notes

B - biftnkd - comb f
‘  ££9&%1~ school
'ag;s;\ — that thing
@méébiﬂu something
bind ~ visible
pindfgd  (H.) ghms also pmdigé '
bis; ugly, bad
_mﬁbitf‘ stone 01rcle, corral
v“ﬁbiyang,ﬂ to‘p;ick, to stab to put on (hat, shoes) .
biyadt; cloth
bdeml  (He) palm wine, mboem (Kof )
boerboer' quickly | :
bqérséena,ikiprisan
b8E;  half
B ‘BAgin;  shouldersy upper arm
‘$A18k;:  hunger
Baléng;  work
641dk;  bottom, anus _ i b dad
Bél; hard, strong
~ chen B41 - the price is h:Lgh
*Bémi to stick toy 1o adhere
pan;  not
B&n;  to menstruate
Bang; red
Béu;  bow
6&;  to bear (children), to procreats .
namat 6% — woman is of bearing age
namat B& — the woman has born (ehildran)
B2 Noe +..sbBdE; if not e.. then L
Bel: whistle L e G fihﬁ
Bereng;  to season, to shgke-.,mymiuﬁerengggggpilepsy ~
8ifn;  bed ‘ | ’

pLfrifg;  to roll around, to roll wover (as a man or stone)



Kofyar Vocabulary: 3
B Bis; i.soot-
Bft; day |
6ftlung;  morning ’ !
6fyfk;  to worry, o bother |
’ 1be1a BLyfk p& ~ the child.bqfhers everyone
Bfyél; to kindle a fire o ‘
Bly®l: . month to plant beans = April
68e;  then, (future tense)
6ogdl;  club, stick with head :
Boém; (Mern.5 mountain,  Bfm, (Kof.)
Boesh®:;  before L o
Boot;  (Mern.) to know
s plot = I am able to do it;'I kﬁow hdw to do it
pubwdt;  spring, natural - o
But; ~ belly, side
But 1€ ~ wall of house
put kofig = river bank, dry stfeambed
doﬁg‘ﬁut noe -~ it pleases me
but bid - angry, cruel, mean

Buu; reods

St to touch, to sample ’
Bwir;  one who stays away from hbme

ddegwsd Bwar = the man is uSeless;
bwar;  to be useless : ’

‘& Bwar mwos — I hang around at the place of beer
Bwar; bush yam | -
bwap: wind :
6wér;  many, plenty of (CGanguk)
Bwagét; something tied
Bwogat; = to tie

dyan (plural objecp)a

6wén;  hip, upper part of animal's hindguarter




Kofyer Vocsbulars: L | ' Resesrch Notes

B.  Bwéne; it is you I mean
fwét;  to leave it, to stop
pfydl;  brave, angry

C. of; ocalabash rattle, dance in which 1t is used
cd;  to like, to enjoy
cadn;  hoe |
pain; to scovoh
cagdr;  string beans
cagdp;  well o |

goe yagal chagap ba? CA%é{youwell? -
cagap;. sweetheart cd $5Fﬂ e
cdx;  to gather, to collect i ’  ' G
cam;  to touch, to taste ’

caﬁ‘mwos - to sample beer

.éém; 6 verase & request for'édmething e
c%n;_ price - '
cdn;  an abusive song, to abuse in song -
chnyang;  stalk of o, corn" name for month (Oct )
cen;  to &fivé aWé§, 1o exile - o
cbrém:  seed for plantlng
eereps fish _
cét; 1o thatch, to cover the roof of a house

& cet lunod ang Twdnd = I cover my house with
galvanized iron

cét: to cook
cét:  to copulate
ei; boat e
cis  to stop, to dispute, to deny = -
ol;  thigh, leg '

“cigen; nail g e  § g

dhig;n gar « finger nail

cigets to wrayp grouﬁd

cigir; nd o
cils; Ksgo (H.) & bird e



Kofyar Vbéabulgrg: 5
C. cié§ CawEil
ciks grand child
“cimy - wvoleanic ash‘fbund as pitted roecks and boulders
pahg chim - stone used for magical pirposes
cing  to do, ‘o happen . |
cin bélahg'uﬁﬁo do work
cin ddegbel ~ to play
cin gdk ~ to cure
cin 1de = to repair
cinshfks  clean
cfnwan;  deserted house
cinyi;  today
clsvden;  ragged
cuk;  knife
cut;  to hit
ewats: to hit repeatedly, to beat
D, dédin; bat o
dafens  rabbit
dégal; praying mantis
dagwér;  this man
dégdlohg; crooked .
daks  calabash (eating)
dAKABELs  fresh water ‘oreb which Kofyar will not eat
afklil; left hand ‘ \
dakur;  tortoise
" dadls to Aveady ae in mixive wed ., .
dafig; © to hinder, to forbid, to prevent #".
fan dang mir - the rain pfeVents_farmingI 
sogot dang &b ~ The witch forbids chiidréh”(tc be born)
dangs  tail ’ . .
diplt;  monkey
dasbe; right hand (directibn)',
déf; alone, only l
a ah dat ~ I am alone

mwin dht - just go (salutation on departing)



Kbgyan“vdcabula£x= 6 . Regearch Notes

D,

dfyi;  owl

‘degeneng;  wicked

d¥lko;  roostery also used for good men with Wltchlike POWEDS
: Who protect oﬂaers instead of harming them

dendoedeh;ﬁl yesterday
den sat nil - last year
~ den méyf ~ 2 yeérs ago
doebdp;  bag -

‘doebht;  leaf envelop, 8180 called Koekar.,

doebel; ligard

doebdt;  half

doegling; castrated male goat
doexfl; potato (sweet)

&Sékéék; | calf of leg

doel; to stretch, to pully to lead

: doéiaig; bald (abusive)

doeng;  body

dbeng s an indivisible portion remains after shar1ﬁ§5

#

doesfat;  combd

doesbek;  hiccough
dbeviigury  brain
dbgol; much, many

dbgol ybn = too much, t00 many

adk; indicator of past tensé from yesterday to*éne year ago

‘dok dde dok - day before yesterday

dok doé dok wufwén - day before day pefore yesterday
adrib;  bridge
dhghl;  club, stick for huntlng, pestle

ghgfirf; policeman, from (H ) dogari

hgury ‘awhgar;  (repeated actlon) 6 lock
kbm awhgar = to be deaf (ears 1ooked)
5 dugur fulu -1 1ock door
dhks  neary now

Qukalk - very close



Kofyar Vocabulary: 7

D.

dum;  to go
dum dlk - to marry (for woman)
dlng;  lake, pool, spring | A
dwam;  to die of sickness, to pefish (pL. dbg.,), sing. maut
da; calabash ‘
dedn;  roof g
dagsl; to shout, to épeak loudly, a noise, language (Merns)
digar;  star ‘
eremd - no liver i names
ripmdezlik ~ women carrying manure \ ) of con~
shagaldangkoE « metal counterwelght of spear \steilations
akgbts  slowly ‘ '
d41; to swallow
dam;  to tremble, to shiver".
ding; before, first

a mwan d4ng -~ I go first (before returning), this is
. commonly said before departing end is
equivalent to goodbye

mod mwén dang - we go first
go& got swa daflg - you are to drink first .
dahg;  to beg
dér;  to stay, to stand
dyaram (pl.)
¢é;  remained, also particle introducing guestion ”
de 1& ~ after a short time
de voél -~ day after tomorrow
de kdedodr — to remain behind, be late
defgan — stay in the direction of
de kime - once more |
de mén gbe nd? ~ did you ever see?
deét- bitter
degen- to pick out'fo?eign bodies
degen kot sftwa « pick out husk of g« corn
degen shft n mds =~ plck out grasgs in beer




Kofyar Vocabulary: 8 ~“Regearch Notes

De

dém: long grass
dém; to love, to like, to want
déms  to have desire for medt
deny to put; to plaqe
'déﬁ‘hdoégoén - to put inside
dfk;  different
din; - weary, to tie around
namat din yim ~ the women wears leaves
laréb din yim = the girl weérs léé?es (and is therefore
\ e grovn up). |
din wand5 ~ to put on pants

dins xndlaation of past tense recent, event happened
prGVLously today

ﬁin a mwan lutuk - I went to the market earlier today
dik; marry (for women) also dum dik G

o yi édahg vi nwén dikx ye? = how many years haVG you been
married (for woman)?

dfks to build; to shape a pot = dyik (plura1~ob3ect)

' ﬁiﬁ;i feather, wing

dbegoel, game, play
| \ctn doég681 - to play3
dodgodm: sick

'doégoem goea? - sre you sick?

: doegbem,\. to be ignorant of something

12reb doegoem tém = the glrl doesntt know how to dance

dbégdém; %o bend over
doek (ple. obj.) to put, to pour

doek k&s n ah « to put millet in water (to sprcut)
doéw%l;"' ‘anklet
dok; quiet, %o be silent
ddr;  honey
ali;  to stink ’: :
dhgun, dwagan (repecated action); to ébpulaﬁe

duldng;  to walk with hips swinging




Kbiygg'Vbcabulagy: 9

De

dwdk;  to beg, entreat

dok Damﬁlak dwék an - pPEVIOuSIy Damulak bogged e

-&ﬁwéh; nublle, glrl, virgin, never marrled'before

,l!

duwan; thick

duwat; ~ to mash, squeeze

dwos

to 'look for, to get : b
&wd shégél, gde poen ah - get money and give me

mwén kot dwo manéﬁro ~ he went to look for mangoes

dydn; bundles, to tie up (pls oba.)

dyad;  to suck out (blood, pus, mucous)

dye;  to light, light
 wus dye pe = fire lights the place
dyes to think .
dyels; smoke
dy&l;  war | | .
lek dyél - to fight war .  _,;_;f n
dyér;  to be skillful in crafts .

dyfng;  to show

dyir;  to be in centre

en;
ens

eep;
eép;

er;

eers

mediclne _ . o
en tu gurum = poison (mediaine_WQiphnkxllsﬁpeopme)
mind _ i o
larg en noe; I like it (1it, hangs in my mind)

to pursue, to drive out .
to open

pus

 times

ger kin =~ three times

eréﬁ; liver

~ereps  charcoal

gy

4sy

excrement
‘ bone, pit :
és pﬁat - pit of itile fruit (canarium)

eskogops  north (or) south



Kofyar Vocsbulary: 10 Research Nobes

E. B&s; to grind
| d¢s £in - flour, meal k
i wma
7. ity ashes : o
faats to wvomit
fédn; rain
féel; g01ter
téer; four .
feér; ‘musical horn made of antelope horn extended to desired
1engﬁh with cow: horn :
fet: penis sheath
Fét; tocutb
£is  to drvy

£f;  to winnow

fin;

grinding stone, metate

foefong; gouth wind

réen;
foep;
fogop;
fogors

76k

+o deceivey to fool i Aok

dirty i o .
empty

narrow ' -

large animal

f8;  to scatter, to oW

fuboem; damb
fﬁgﬁl; predatory blrd, hawk
fuk; to blow, to opsrate bellows
fukyen;  forehead il o
fung to piek out, to clean out :
mwd fun fyu - they picked and cleaned cotton .
fuhgs:  hole, cave ¢ : . ‘
fuhg 18 =~ window . :._ _1..‘ -
Mir;  to Weed (with emall hoe), all hoeing called fur in Mern,

fupapsdr:  fingers

Fhartm;

knee : i i



Kofyar Vocabularys 1L oo

P,

fuus; - sun
fus koéfiar ~ noon
fus nép ~ afternoon
fus ri « sunset
fuus; o to plerce :
a fuuslda shi kbp - T spear the game with a spear
moe:ﬁmnsmoeér‘—_we-deepehgefthe*eompmund,farﬁ :
ity  to go out, a shoot fwat:(pl,_gbj,)fm
flut;  to vomit | | -
ut goe fuuta? =— your stomach is nauseated?
fhzuhg;  chest e g e
fwén; to be more than oo U a
an fwin an ming =~ the water is moréfthaﬁﬁfﬂéﬁn carry
fwas;  to wipe off, to'clean .. \
fwdy  mouth : .
fwdol; lith day of brewing, also a stiﬁgihg&rediéﬁt
fy4;  to ache (used with stomach) w?xwmﬁﬁgQV;%fv
fysl: to boil, to froth or bubble
£y61;  1ignht of (weight), swift
fyel shi = swift footed

fyer;  tall

fyus cotton

ghghly  expensive e o

gighpshim;  hide, skin ..

ghgar;  Tfallow

“ghosrdk;  chameleon

gagarak; throat
ghk;  much

gk men's house

L)

gam; f'llll ’ pregnant, garang;s g Q'be pregnan‘b “repeat edly

2.

gaBdd; in the other direction

gdp;  to cut.

gap bit;  to set the date for(éﬁlé%éﬁ%;wfé“com67§rematurely

k3 no® gap piyh - my head is prematurely white




Kbggar Vocabulary: 12 :  Research Noteg,

G

gdén;

gaar;

to carry something heavy

‘white cactus

gode (H.);  thanks

goen;

blanket
to cut repeatedly, slash
cheek

goszoeng;  nose

gogor;
gogbt;
gbgdt;

Gir'e
gum;

dadawan bisa, a condiment of hibiscus seeds
(pl.); piece
hill

gickness, a sick person

bush, uninhabited land

curveds bent

“ohigh

to'bark_(as dog barks)

upper back

maked

gubgubgbetuut; ant lion

gury;

gurum;

- glrdt;

gurut;

gwe;

~

guagé:

gwdk;

gwams
gwadn:
gwin;
gwangs

-l
gwar;

snare _

people  gurtm whrét ~ good people.
all,:whole

fasf

a different area

% wa n gwa = I come from a digtant place

1 string fiddle

iron trap

to deceives to flirt without wishing to marry
to tie on loincloth. |

coco yam:

hump on cowyylump

he,_she,}it . 3pd person sings P.N.“in,indirect
quotation

many

tuwos porridge



gwbr;

bachelor
gwagalké; kokom.blri, tree W1th thlck skinne& round green
cfruit
hofigy  welcome, helloy (always used wmﬁh personal pronoun,
as ho g £oes hello you (masc.)
jagdms Jaw |
Jagap: to tickle
jdng:  calabach (drinking)

jém;  gickle

jet;  the back of head, also indicator of past tense, over

J

~a year in the past

et jét ~ a long time ago,

Jil:  to come

Wi goe 31 = you come

Ji 081 « %o pass

J1 kbe ni ~ brlng 1t

aingganv

town

Jjeb; dhildren, youngsters

jeb lowik = toes _

jebidn ~ twins

jebswal ~ﬁyoung’men,,samari'(H.)K

Jikoeu:

jong;

kaams
kadp;
kaar:
kiat:
kagils

‘kagaly

kaghls
kagém;
khghty
kikdoer;

shoulder bag

far, deep

kéa; head, top, to go up, to‘cliﬁb;:tthﬁéﬁgﬁiant

wide

baboon _

to grindjcoarsely

loan, what is borrowed
to taste, to eat first fruits
e .
phlegm _

well, alivey healthy
woven bag for drinking

to remnember

kams  stick




Kofyar Vocsbulary: 1k Research Notes

Ko kam mwan\u'Walking stick

kamfﬁu ~ spindle
A kamfwbon - spoon
kam cek - Tly whisk =
U kEms T to measure, t0 welgh
kﬁm pé mir gobzuk - measure fiela of acha
kamkaar;  loose grained guinea corn
kin;  so
kings;  to guard
kang, to discuss
% mén keng md - I don t Inow dbouﬁ it
kﬁnsoegoen- evenmng
kdtnter; chiroma, an official | o o
kap;  large pot for cooking beer |
kﬁpﬁ; pice .
khplt;  stomach of grazing animaié'
¥ir;  to advise |
karang;  mat _ i _
kas;  dauro millet, 1ate or pearl millet .

kfs;  to serve, to take porridge from pot and put it in
: eating dishes e

két;  to meet, to gets to flnd
kat; emall, little
xoe; with, to be with

koedlt 9*edriy

koe pe - same size as V o

kdebodn;  buffalo (kdegden - Mern.).ﬂJ“’
koebodu;  madaiki; second to chief
kSecher;  many i |

koechér; last funeral ceremoney at which grave mound is

madey grave mournd
(o

kbedet; _ now
koddoer:  behind, f@lldﬁfﬁgnxt,



Kofyar Vocsbulsry: 15

K, kéefe;  his, hers, its 3rd person sing. PoSS. Dan.
kbefwd;s  lip | S
koegwing 3 stool

koekAr; tall plant growing in damp ﬁléces,ileaves used
‘ in weaving, ribs for beds

‘koeloek; . immature
lareb gam koeloek - the girl conceives while too young

o (same word when woman conceives before previous
child old enough)

kodloeng; hawk
koeloeng;  to hear, to understand

koeloeng l&efwb kdefe =~ to obey himy 1it,'£o hear his
speech

koeddp;  on top of
kodgott; to finish a task
koetoéngs - sky ‘ :
yér yagal fu koetoéng - the bird flies up.
‘kngnﬁér; in the middle of
-kpéﬁg; .the_edgg_ _
koendk;  after, back of human -
kéég;. mother*s broﬁher;(or) sister's chila
koen %s;' to defecéﬁe ' .
koeoen: salt
koep; sﬁort' |
: koepéng; homestéad, compound
kber; ' gtpaigh; L
ko&rodm; bra&e
koeroem dyfit:  eye brows
kﬁesehgj straiﬁer
kéetut;  winnowing tray o :
kbetudg;  tamba (H.) eleysine, tinger millet
k@eyit; boundar&. |
:kgéyii; village \) o
kﬁézﬁm; rat

kdezlims hunger for extended period
koepum ya an « hunger catches me



Kofyar Vocsbulasy 16 ' Research NOteg’

K. Koszoens ; urine ik % e
_ di koezoeng ~ 1o ufinate

'kbgbm; ' harmattan

wogony  to seratch

kogop; ghoes

ks;  urhepny
kolok;. quiet;_nnt moving
tohg kolok - staying in one place, sitting quietly
-kom;  ear ' |
wom awhgdr ~ deaf
%k6m;  groundnuts
xompe; ~ Lleaf -
romztgity  purjiys, ﬁéﬁbavé gfound mut
ﬁon; ‘tO"spiil
kongégGl} elbow
xongy  river
koor; large male goat (casﬁrated) '
kop; - the place of somethlng which is gone; to‘plant seeds
kop Damit = the place where Damut used to 1ive
pe kop yitmit — scary place of the old wound
yi kop shika? - are you (111) as you were?
wop;  spesr : o
koosy do divination
%oos pA = to dalvine with strings'ér‘séedsFi l
¥boss ~ roughness | o -
- korom; to drink beer together, mou&h to mpuﬂhpiﬂ.;
kordm;  slave o :
\ktgﬁl; the first cast op first set in diV1natioﬁ .

o S

Kheul;  to tie

Wpgur;  burning coal L o ﬁq-”_u__
kb1 gauta (Hde)s tomato~11ke vegetable f  ;q¢k
Yol ambilicus _ : : J_;';  

kfm;  dead person

ms charm for field against thief

] . L




Kogzar'Vbcabulagz:) 17

K.

P

kuit or = the spirit which shouts at night, taboo to wome:
kui bis ~ bad luck
kum piyhﬁw~good luck
swa kull - judicial ordeal in Wﬁiéh Medicine is drunk
kim;  to sweep .
kin;  to count
kin;  three
kin;  long in length
kung; leopard, also a ceremonial drum
Kini;  still |
jerab kini le ~ the girls are still small
karum; fb kneel
ity  crocodile

kw&;  well, good, implying good wishes

mwan dat kwd < go well
kwas  name of town
kwagél;  to celebrate the killing of big pame
wu kwagal;  successful hunter_
kwéls tgg. knoek
kwalk;  leg (including foot)
kwil;  to guarrel
kmalbé} bottle
kwan; to count, to number :
kwan sum 3&b ni - counted the names of nis sons
kwénu; pan or plate of metal
kwany&k; ¢hain for keys
kwasse; old person
kwdt;  to hunt, to look for
kwat shil;  fine, a penalty
kwat wip = to pay tax
kwat - to pay
kwds  dark
P8 kwo; = the place is dark
kwom;  bush fowl



Kofyar Vocabulary: 18 Resczrch Notes,

K. kwobt: = to rumble
fan kwoot =~ thunder
kyangy  hoe (smll)
kyang kydng;  shelter, grass house
kyék;  hedge hog-
paskyék;  quill of hedge hog
kyem;  useless
kydr:;  to care for, to feed
Lie 1%;  to say, to tell
la pé = to talk secretly
ni 1% gwe = he already said it
namat 1& = the woman says
1o®13 1% «~ the child says
la Zie = to tell stories
14;  painful
1%;  boy i
1é,vse (pl. dbj.}-tp give birth
nimat la lodld - the woman bears a son
namat Be jeb = the women bears children,
lafwd;  Aifficult

loSfwd 1lugu lafwo pos ydng = your languare 1S difficult
10 speak

1%Yep;  servant

1a18p; refusing to go on errands

lamehat;  yams, long variety

lah; to lose

lahg, loeng (repeated action): ~ to hang, to follow, to stép
loeng am = to swim o

1#mi;  little

lapy spleen

14p;  to receive, to take, to answer

lap mét ~ to marry (for a male)

lap nbok - to rest
laap kwak; sole (of the foot)
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L. laap sér;  palm of hand
laréb;  girl |
lats to end, to be finiéhed
lat dék - last 1
lat kbedét « now it is over
188;  scars for decoration of the face and body
183 1ocad h
les slow
leern; sof%
1éen:é3'~ flour, meal
leget; remains, a single item left over
lek; to fight.
lem;  beniseed, sesame
1&mu (H,);  citrus
lep;  to send
amwin lep - T go on an errand

18sY%;  mat of reeds

libing  clouds

1{is;  tongue

1igit;  vipgin forest, sacred grove
logfwd;  speaking, langusge

lodpar: night

16gém;  lazy, tiredness ’
' logom ti an = I am fired “
i&gém; to hate | ' . _
dagwo logom an = I dontt like the ﬁan -H:;“ ;;;;
logoms to be almost dry, to have swell ing decreaseﬁ
logom; 1eper il : ,ﬁ\ﬁ
logot; ~to be mastered " .

mar logot mi — farming has been mastered by hlm, he
knows how: to farm Well

180t:  streanm
loekd;  orphan
lodla; = boy
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L.

el ek En ~ 1t is enough for me

16k; dampy to put In water, lst,parﬁ of wet sé&%&ﬂ
a lok mwos = I put brewing grain to cook
long; chief

long koendr - middle finger

long;  rich

“bilong ~ possessions, property
ni long « he ig pich
dagwd lohg = the man is rich
longs useléssly; a tﬁng lohg = I sit uselessly
lodk;  to peel
1d;  house
lushép: dourt house

lu tdp: house for guarding field

14 kbefe;  its container
lugum;  wringkled ' _ i
lugun; dry season | _ | .

lygun Bang — the beginning of the dry S@&SG&W’QT
lugut; to feary to be OOWardlyv
luks to pull out

luway  meat
; luwa goon = wild beasts
1w§é;' to seal with mud
liyny  tree planted as fence
1fyan; = to mix ground grain with water
lyep;  to look for
lyw;  mist oy
mdén;  mine P "
mifan; raincoat
mik;  yours {(masec,)

mak: enough
| e

makulis '_key
man;  to know

to take, to grasp,

méng, kok (repeatecd action);
\ to choose
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M, mén;  never
(man we wul duk ba;  he's never come back yet)

ndngdrd;  mango

mdar; early millet (gero) :
mé;  one
mes whet

m&lehg;  woman sleeping place
méldp;  lightning
y1t m¥ldp ~ eyes lightning, sign of anger
méhaé; which.
més;  dorowa (H.), locust bean tree
nét;  to enter, to exceed; moerep (repeated)
ni mét gde ~ he is taller than you\
1arep‘met*ﬁ_1u ~ the gifl goes into the house
méet;  without ‘direction, aimlessly
ml; to wake up
nik;  yours (fem.)
mi;  relative
mi11l: molo, plucked reed instrument
mfs;  husband
wumis ~ male _
miskégﬁm, daskégém (pl.), ehief
moe bi; something
moe bt nd; none
moégbér; raised scar
_modgwo;  somebody
- mdekd; ~ month of eatlng yams
moéngkoém;. buttocks
modn;  then (used for past time)
_moeﬁ; we (Mern.)
moenfk; age mates, female
moendk; 'ége mates, male
modwong;  falries, spirit :
ndewdng modgwo - the reincarnated spirit of someone

mbegobrs. to be shiny (as with oil)



Kofyar Vocabulary: 22 . | Reseavch Notes
Wy moezép;  foreigmer, stranger,fgpést o
motzoeleng;  dviver snt
mogbr;  to suck
mish; cat
mwhy ~ mothers milk -
mwagélak;  chiwa (H.);  edible fruit
mwhghl;  fat | .
‘mdlak; magic, curative rites i
milam:  smooth _ e ,J‘”'“
muk;  to &rihk, to peck (pl, obj. _mwakli  ﬂ;
mundoer; to forget
munp; his, hers, 1ts
mus; - kitten, Qaﬁ ' G :_ Ls
mwaks %o suck the seéds of fruit .. .
mwin; - to go L e
mwél;  lineage, jebfub
mwon.; bee
ddr mwon = honey of bees
mwors oil .
nmwor; mosquitq
my4l;  happy
N nas my mother S e -.t%;”*

ni; t0 see oy   “'.;ﬂLW~_ Sw g

s

naan; ringworm L
nagmn; god . ! 3_~  b i
naan téeng;  thunder claps, gun\_;ﬁ o
naansel; gpider

nir; skin apron for males - .
nakts;  red, ripe : .'__  o &&: ;1 
naddng;  mirror i

nadoﬁé aylt - speotaciqs _‘,‘:;:[1 «w;m;m;

némat§ matiure woman L ._:,'_. '_wﬂmh;;w

nimwh:  tears e .

ndmwhr;  bride - e

‘nméng; o your mother T D on
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N, nang; to ask

nhpa;  that women, fem. of dagwap

nis: to whip, to hit many times (cut = to hit oncejh
nasara;  white man !

ndu; all, both

ndzligum;  ant

hchdt;  half way

ﬁchugﬁr; duck

hda;  father

hdodgodn;  inside

'ﬁdwﬁng; small pox

ngén;  large pot for brewing beer, to want to be relieved

68 neen an = I have to defecate

negr;  vagina

 hpumy - beetle
$ki&é; vulture’
nde (also noen); if
noe & mwan - 1f T go
noen mwan = 1f he goes
Noe 4,. boe =~ if [, then
noegoens mother
noegoen sar ~ thunb
noegoen am - pbig Wafér, JLake
noegoenkd;  hen
ndemiilling;  ghost

noeng;  cow

noéng naan - dwarf cow, muturu (H.)_'%
noeng mandd = Fulani cow
@jik; elephantiasis
nook; to stoﬁ
nodk;  to 5reathe, soul L
a’ lap nbok ~ I take breath (1veey rvest)
ndd%t; © perhaps
niguls  to bend

nigusy  to rub in order to free acha seed from stems
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AN S

N, nling;  cooked, ripe, finished
nung; to belong -
‘a wul koe nung tam - I reath thé very place of dancing
ning ; e beat, to strike once e . -
éwé§' earthworn
nydgar:  tease (also danyagar)
nyagar shik kbe ldrep; to tease a gifl
nyalkis; heedle |
nyangs: o prohibity to refuse
‘nyegén;  woven strips
Lngds elephant
n§i; hey she, or it

‘ﬁyig%sg leaf used for meat

O oegoels to swell, to bo full of food
oeks  goat
odky  grain, threshed and ready for use .

oép; to switch, as when one drives away flies’ wmth Kamchak,
or wumulak For curing drives away evil spirlts from
house 4

obrodm:  beans, cowpeas |
6got,'§g§t (pl. obj.):  to close,. to build up with stones
(unroofed structure) o
ogotli; to close the house .
ogot aylit ~ close eyes T
moe ogot bit « we build\fhé ébrrﬁl
8ks  to spit, to blow out |
ok 1% plip = to blow the nose
ok z6tl = to epit
ok; to dig down
.crohg; dust

P, palls  wooden bed of palm ribs

pafps  red duiker

paar; "bO‘ jump_ . T o S e e 0 D
padrs - tendon
, “

paas; to comb

bl et



Koggar Vbcabulagg: 25
P padt; itile tree,.cahéfium
palit;  five /}_ ‘
p&ga?}' to dryfinfgﬁé sun
pakj H your fathe;-F 
pdk;  some, also
pakdé; to bé left
pak kinyi - some is still here
pak gurtm;  some people
b1 6 rann
@al; to wash brewing grain
pan; clan
pén;  to bring along
bang ; variety of snake
‘' péngs  stone, rock, the hills
pang; land between 2 walls, set of diviﬁati@ﬁ
péngkd; gtone basin for watering animals
pdngkép;  to remain H
péb; indicator of future tense, some time
par mde blt widd i some other time
par d€ — when
par; to be in lavor
pas;  rainy season
pas: awi used in basket making
p&;  place
p& serep 18 =~ store
péls  new, first
pel; flower
pengs; to branch
k& peng 1lu gbe = I will branch to your house
pémoe;  six | \
pet, péreﬁ'(pl. subj.)s to starve
plear;  to bhore a hole
pfl; agword grass

pip;  to whistle
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P. pin budt; intestine
pinchim; = hand strainer :
pin 14gdt;  back harness for béby' \
piring, pirang (repeated action);  to change, to ;pgda,-
pilrpiyus good to drink 0_ __ : G
pity pivat {pl. objb}; to put out (thgmﬁire),_to bi;qk
Cpitdy o Ankwe veer (strong) . \‘ |
piy&;  poow, white co
pin or piyan, piram (repeated action); +o break
piyén;  price, cost e
pyan d8gbl ~ expensive |
a wa Koe piyan = I came back with the money
poedoem;  bird without feather | o o
poedoers bélow, under, buttocks
poel posl; buéterfly
poen;  to give
poendafig - to loan
poen doer ~ to returny fo give back
poen gbk = %o wound - g e
poen Wala ~ 1o _punish, cause tb suffer -
DOBHL ¥6n ~ o honor
POgOFAr - nine : : _ :  o e
pogovoel ~ Seven . ’
pogdkun ~ eight |
poks to sink in,; to be\depresse&

“pbot;  for a short time

podt;  for a long time e ;v~1_1_,_h.5£.
PyeDp;  beard | : ' 5,uii~1 e
PYED kbefwd - mustache :

Re  ra; to binquﬁaés f@rhrdqfing“’." | i
ray. . fpimeke excuses ’ ot
fﬁa, to swell Upy said Of belly_“' .
_ﬁéaﬁg. Women, to fetoh repeatedly(_ﬂr__‘
raga; nets (H.) 'A““ ;?, e

rEan; to make a line, markedp\to write
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R. rép; to mount or ride; to sew
rap;  dirty
rengy - idle conversation

mun g o reng dat, mun afu kwal mo = we are just talking
not quarreling '

res; thing slim off body
rét;  good
redp; slaughter
riin; shadow
P& riin - shady place
mahg riin = to magically bring back é woman's shadow
rip;  the husk of grain
roop (to mix); to combine grain of differeht kinds
ro0p - mixed
roegoet; to make happy
tém sde roegoet ni yén -~ this dance made him %@ry happy
régo (H,);  cassava
rok;  sweet
rup; to itch
rwh és3  to wrestle
S. sf;  toburn, to sting
sdd; to pile up
844 yil koechér = to pile up earth on a grave i
sad maar = to hill millet
s8d maars;  hill millet (imperative)
saam;  to sleep  shim (imperative) sleep
" sfam-tu fn ~ I an sleepy
san; myself
sak; yourself
sd%k dam = your (masc,) body shivers
sun; ourselves
sub: themselves
sdky  to weave
gak

sdrs  arm, hand
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Se o osars ten .
shr kikime = 11
sar kivoel ~ 12
ya moe gwo = 20
. ghr kbée pdgdfar - 19
séaé;;-'small of back
saty  to say
- ské;  to sing

séen;  rootsy ancestors

sken toeng - medicine .
s&ét, serep (repeated actlon), to buy, séll‘.
seng: to strain (w1th 81eve} o
sén sén;  truth
sbp:  axe
shd;  jar with narrow neck for beer or wéter V
shials Lukewarm ‘ -

\ éh&al;. £o taste bad, as 1o Slck person
shdk;  to dry and be lost, as beans
shagalj; iron, money
shaan;'\ rough (used of skin of man or anlmal) o
shéng;  to taste good, to be pleasant, to untle, to undress v
shap; to divide, share out . - : s
shap p& vodl;  to divide in two i __ _  ;n |
shasr;  friend o | - o
she; to teach, to learn, to begln
shekuk: = to begln at the orwund e
sheel; magic for woman |
shén;  to give
3; shéep;  to give judgment as in court
sheps wood, tlmber _ | _ . S

shep gbdd = loom

shibit shiblit;  daily

shidlik; ~ truth

shit;  to do (always with work)

shikd;  different 0 <
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8, shimy yam

shim; hide, skin also gagaﬁshim
shimwds;  week -
shishl; fly

shisnl;  six pence “ &

shighi; hornet
shishikg human skin
shing;  mortar
ships to destroy, to break down
shit; roofing straw
shltd;  pepper
so&; here
sbe;  there, food, to eat, to win
sbe ndok ~ to hold breath
soe bik - down there
soe déng”w up there
soe tagsn =~ over there across a valley
soe fwbn ~ in the distance
sbe fulls ~ midday meal
6o kinsoegoen - evening meal
soegbem;  to cough
s8k;  to hide, to conceal
sogoms  horn
sogots; witch
séqh; clever

>

s;  to run - swi (repeated action)

stigul
sﬁgﬁb; to bathe, sughp (repeated)

tough but plisble, as cloth

-

sum;  name
sum moebi = word
sm:  to eat hard substance, maize or corn kermels
sunguul; seed bed
efil; to make a hole, sfilang (repeated)
gul pe gurult =~ to £ill up

sups to turn oveyr
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S

tugul stip - overturned pot used in Yakins inbive
gwapas;  maize -
swoep:  hair
swoep ayit; = eyebrow
swoep ké;  hair of head
swép;  to be ashamed |
swd;  to drink; guinea corn
swal; pain, difficulty
swaly;  long (length)
swan; fetech water, dip u§ 1iquid;VAto céhfgss
swary o to laugh, to smile “? .

t&;  to play (an.lnstrument) o

td, toek (repeated actmdn), to cross, to go over, to begln
to go out as & witeh =

tafiyil = to fall down o

t33 to gather creatures to@etheﬁi\to_rﬂuna~up"
tddn; to sew o Qf:*”“ :f e :\ ;
téba;  tobacco | v ' '
tagén;  heavy i
tagals  to chew w§*
tAghm; blOOdiﬁaheéa; iﬂgfganfjdfﬂ : %
thgas;  smell |

% kat tighs soe — T smell food -

tagaty to pull out many,wfé'weed

o~

t4k;  to dress, to put on cloth, to throw, (repeated action)
» h i

ZWam L
a ték biyat = I pﬁt oﬁ et

t4l;  to pick (frult), tceloeng (repeated) +5 100me, 1o e
: the afterblrth -

timy  dances
" . A ; el g '.',
gbe tém = you dance (imperative). 5
tim modfdn ~ a dance for men and women

téng; to be good (Of grass) e o o .

tdng;  look for somethinc which is lost, to seek
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T,

téng; to knit, to weave (basket)

tdngkop;  want

tangyimg o green

t4p;  to guard, to shepherd

tars  month, moon

+ds;  fungus, mushroom

tats to shooty to spin cotion
tat bdu - to shoot an arrow

tayit;  twist 2 threads together

tee: ﬁb teary to cut up meat

tegen; - hamile

tepet:  to lesn up against

“telengs, level place, plain.

teleng 14 - floor |
\teleng kbmeﬁgovered passage Wéy“-'
.teleng koebaﬁgh;‘éourf yard :
tén;  tree with fine grain, small leaf
t&ns  to break down g, corn
téng; rope
teng bwbn ~ waist band
tén;  to push (object givés but does not move)
tep, terep (repeated action);  to break, 1o vraid (hairy; grass)
: for roof), to make pép or beer
tery turap (repeated éction); t5 lie down, ‘to spend the night
pe ter ~ sleeping place '
toegoer; ant hill
toegoers; fish poison
todgoer;  to rub ‘
tosgoerosng;  stone tripod for cooking
tdelogoms leber
toém;  to be rightecus, untainted by witchcraft
tdes;  best, only
shar wutdes = best friend
togol;. shoulder ' |

latig k8¢ togol — to put arm around shoulders

"
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T,

Ve

© twon;  women' 5 Wrapper
vengy . ﬁo Wash
'_véetgal_a Tong tlme'

vet;  owl

togot: finish what remains
toéngs = tree
$otng ghng ~ glginya palm 2
toeng 1d - & neighborhood; ward
tok; soup |
tokla;  kubewa;  okra

téok:  neck

tbkming;  pumpkin
téng, twagat (repeated action); to eit, to live in a place
td; to pound in mortar, to kill '

saim td &n ~ I am sleepy

td;  calsbash bottle

tubuli; mud brick .o
tugui; wide mouthed cookiﬁg pot '
tugulpd; deep valley

tugun; to move, to push

thglng .tpmb

tugurn; to pinch

ﬁugur* rib casey thorax

tulsy bo gather tog,etherg to colléct
tum; sheep

tfungy  to fry

fuup;  lungs - o

tuupfil; argry L

vilihg; to turn

Eyit villng -~ to be drunk, dizzy o
vivigir; month of drylng dorowa, ‘March
vivits - whirlwind,

viyap;  pawpaw (H;'méwéhda); ianohg,’lé'viyap\(qu;)‘




e
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Ve

viyap;  hanging holder for calabash

voels two, second

vhgul; 1o be unripe, not yet dry (said only of beans)
vugd&‘Eerb%ﬁ“u{bea%%)nb%“yeélTu“”f 4”‘r1 |

vagh fﬁn;‘g% O3 i IS e ‘i”ncﬁzﬁbﬁf‘ﬂ-"* griiod v ‘

bt . . u o rie R F R g
vik;  short grass, bushes in S PiergvC 2 RO
vtlig :ﬁ%ém Toso ool soponn wodsiogiisdong ;}.[Rmr

vwhk; meeting for worship
vwem; - ugly
wa, wak (repeated action); ‘to come backy 1o return home
waar; to be forbidden
% waar 18k = I prohibit Tighting

wasr;  necklace
wear;  gas :

1be1§_koén waar - the dhildﬁfarts
whar;  pap, cooked gruel

% ewa whar - I drink pap = . e

widr;  to.be menstruabting, . - o o jéﬁﬁﬂ
wéap,mﬁ t0 strain with a . sieve .. www+é§,%¢ Lt
wals;  to cry, to weep, 1o screathmm‘ﬁwq_-E;' ;ﬁ?m;'

“feer wal m@ = the, horn. doesn' . soun¢ N
Wéla, to suffer
whl wil; yellow
wamg  rotten
wans  mud for building
Wéhg; bush farm, pipe Sy
wip: meat broth
Wﬁp; +0 share the costy tax
wir;  road '

mde fut wir - we take the road to go

wass tosneeze ‘
was: custom, property

o

a wés nup & Bang - its properﬁy 1s to be red

o

wit;  thief, to stent



e
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We

waatkd;  to be ashamed

wedls

weelk;
won;

Wy

Research llotes

wastkd née = T am ashamed

thin

swollen scrotum

to be absent, lost

widdk: "only

dAgwd koe Week - man with fllaria

particle meaning who, which, that, the one who is

wubis ~ the bad or ugly one

wudang = begggr

Cwafwo - new

whjigoer =~ family

wukas < enemy

witkdebosl “ cripple

wutoes - best, most

_,wuvugum = . plind Yerson

wuwapar - shout w1th hand to mouth

wulé;

less, small, the younper

wuntagam;  leader

whpd;

diviner

wipinid;  matter

wul;

to reach, to come

ol k&edoéf; to come late

Wl duks; £o approach
&r‘ ’ .

wum's
wiin;
woy

Ty

-
Wus 3

WU_S H

to bury

fb sweatQ to be wet
snake

to pour using funnel

to roast

rige, a licht or lantern

- wus lap 18 née ~ fire burns my'house

biyel wus -~ ¥indle (1it blow) a fmre

wuty
e

ity

Wil

to return to o past condltlon, to untie

a-bush variety

echance labor group;

“to cry fop the dead
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Y. o y&; o dndicator of Tuture tense

recent, event to take place éame day

yvaa sams T will come down
yéa, yik (pl, obj.) to catch, to hold ‘

¥4 mat = to catch a wife ‘
Y& mat — to look after a wife well

ya doéf; to overtake
va viling;  to go réund:in a'ciroié
vh koe tdgdl; to embrace ’
yék_&ahg; to explain Sl
yééél, yigéel (re@eated action} to“iegve, to épise,.to stand up
L namdt yvagal = the woman ran away'ffom:hér husband

yigal goe t8enp - stard up
yhghrtms 20 '

yakgurum voel - twenty | ’jl,\_ i
yakgurum sir - 200 - :

véals  flute
vang: ‘gﬁmw_mrmstwkf g
yers mad ' |
yer: - bird

yis year

yl: you ~ 2nd s1gs Dan. for females

sum yi & m&? = what is your nmne?
vyl kot dnd%?:; where are you?
yill;  to write (pl. obj,) sing. ran
vil;  soil, earth, country
yih:  cut grass

yihpet;  broom

yit; face
yit miut;  wound
yiﬁ meleps angry
vit; correct, right
yﬁgbmg ~ wood for fire
ngbﬁ; to move
yogors fool
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Y. yogbr; wild cat, bush cat

yok;  to loosen
moe ybék (Mern.) = we part
yon; enoughy, large |
yer wuyon < large bird
yon & ~ I've had enough
yohg;  to say, to call, to tell
& yong jeb = I call the children.

yugur;  breasts o '
%Z. z8k; again

zéng:  jar fof separating itilehﬁil-h

zangy  sterile

zara; medicine bag

zels; salive

| zeef; maybe, perhans

zené; story

Z0g0Ds cgushing

zligum;  cold - | o
zik;  composted manure (foep - Mern.:manure)
zwdm;  to throw repeatediy\.
zuwan;  to comfort ; |

Zuwanj -~ hook

Yang;  wedding dance






