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Introduction

This book is to help speakers of the Kman
[Miju] language write it down so that others
can read it. Kman is a difficult language
with many sounds that are not in English or
Hindi. So we have tried to develop a
practical system that can be used by anyone
familiar with the Roman alphabet.

Each sound has its own page, and we have
given examples of words including that
sound. The linguistic version of the word is
given in column 2 and the practical writing
in column 1. To help people familiar with
Devanagri, Hindi letters are given where
there is an exact equivalent. However, many
Kman letters are not found in the Hindi
alphabet. Kman is a language with many
tones, and we will need to write some, so
that people do not make mistakes in
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reading. However, we do not want to have
so many tone-marks that reading is
confusing. The illustrations try to help you
visualise the items you are spelling.

This is a trial version, and readers who find
mistakes or words they are puzzled as to the
spelling should contact the Kman Language
Development Committee, Tezu, with their
queries.
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p=9

pang pan  first

pit pit book

peng  pen smear, paint
popra popra pumpkin

popra pumpkin

-;.-. ’ r

ph=p"="%

phephe
phawk
phun
tapha’
chawpha
phacung

quickly
nest

door

wall

king, ruler
butterfly
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py=p’

pyaa pyaa spreading
pyam pyam fertiliser
pyas py?ls onion
pyo  pyo  smearing

pyas onion

phy = p"

phyit phvit whistling
phyudu p"vuda brinjal, eggplant
phyung p™ag  fly

taphyo’ tap"o? arrowhead

phyudu brinjal
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pr

rill kopra  riil k3pra  cobra

pra’ pra? sharing
prom pram soaking
pray pray discussion
pring prin restriction

pronk noy propgk ndy thanking

rul ka hra cobra

pl

plo plo? cutting
pla pla  foot, leg
plong plon appearance

b

pla foot, leg
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phr = pr

phra’ phra?
phral ptral
phrat pPrat
phrut p"rut

phrat tear

separation
burning

tear (cord)
meeting, receiving

phl = phl

phlong
phlw’

p"lan filling
phlu? jumping

kamphlung kamp"lin white

tamphlo’
phla’

phla’ lig

tam p'lo? evening
phla? lightening
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b=d by

bang ban large cloth kambyat ~ kambyat sympathy

bay bay bigspoon tambya tambya  tobacco
bichi bici chili byo byo always
bil  bll feather byup byup hoof

bo bo  maize hambyung hambytn banana, plantain

bo
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br bl

brat  brat pebble blay blay tongue

brim  bfim rib bliing bl similar

briip brip cheek blong blon road

brong brdy rope mambley mambley pea
brong rope blong road
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t=d th = th=_
tayap tayap fan thom t"dm  to eat anything hard
tenga tepa orange thanat  thanat resting place
tilom t1lam hot water that that grazing field
topuw tapuw  tiger thaw thaw  prick
tomawng tdmawn hearth, fireplace thawng thawn waterfall
tun tun need, want tho’ tho?  loom
thun tin  bundle
tenga orang
: tho’ loom
"R —
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thy = thy

thytip thiip folding
mothyam matam a little

thytip folding
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ty

kotyung katyun wild cat

tyong tyan very
rawk hotyop rawk hatydp fist

katyung wild cat

*_‘
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d=<
da da
dawk dawk
do’ow d3?ow
do do
dong dopy

dum  dum

da telephone

telephone
join, connect
squirrel

say, speak
stump of tree

piece of wood etc.
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dy

dyling dyln moist, wet
udyu udyti peacock
ko’dyong ko?dyan tree frog
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z=2z7~dz ch=f=4
za’ dza? claw kichin kiffin we two
zal dzal corpse chal fal  mithun
zam dzam hide chaw faw salutation
zilk dzik nail on hand che’  f&?  split
ziip dziip  to disappear into cho’ f0? remove, extract

chuw fu? throw

bJ

za’ claw
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chh=fr=%

chhal  t"3l  toss (esp baby)
chhom t"dm making a baby sleep
chhan  t"an bangle

chhong t"on pea, bean

chhuw §"uw mouth

chhan bangle
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ts

tsawng tsawn  wealth

tsoham tsdham shoe

tsong  tsopy person

tso’ tso? dregs, grounds

tsoham shoes
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tsh =tsh J=dz=sT
tshon tsh_“?n tremble jal  dzal  comb of cock
tshaw tshilw lake jum dsum packing
tShl.,.lIl tShEn weapon jami dzami cat
tshiim ts"im idea jun  dsun  small thing that sticks out
montshuw  madntshiw  cow jik  dgik  mosquito
mantshuw cow jami cat
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s=¥

sa

sat

Sop
bl

SO
sui

-

sa
sat
sap
SO?

sul

sh=[=49T

child shabré  [abré  sword
kill ashin 5[in stick for creeper
nest oshu 3fu elder brother
ice shukrik [ukrik scabies, eczema
cutting with knife

shabré
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shy = [y

shya
shyam
kashyang
kashyop
ko shyok

shyam

Jya pungent, sharp
Jyam hair

kafyan  straight
kafyop roof

k3 fyok inhabitant

hair
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k="

kap

kotom
konan
kamphlung
ki

kwiin

kap
katom
k3nan
kamptlip
ki

kwiin

28

shoot
granary
forest
white

I, me
rolling
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kh =kh=% khy = kb

hangkhum hank"im toad khyap ktap field hut
khili kit nail of metal khysm kam Mishmi takin
khung khdin knock khyet ket  trap, metal wire
khwiit krwiit weeding tool khyu kW@ shrinking
khum khum grasshopper

kha kha bitter

khili nail
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kr kl

kre kre chicken klam klam far away

krit krit laugh klawng  klawn  insect, general
krun kriin necklace chuklit  fuklit  mud

shukrun shikriin sweet potato klo’ klo? rope-bridge

klong klong  high
moklung m3kluy firefly

kre chicken

klo’ rope-bridge
~
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khr = kbr

okhrong 3kMrdy long, tall
khran ktroan  kneel

khrop khrdap  invitation cord
khruw  kPriiw  brass pot
khruw  kPruw marten

khrap 1nvitation cord

a5
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khl = k"
khlap  kMap dressing

khlong kPMon wing
khlo’ khl6? bamboo container

khlong wing
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kw

g=
kwﬁt kwl'_it sweeping gay gay jaw, nearby
kwi  kwi  dog gal gdl arum, taro
gil gil cucumber

go’rong go0?ron throat
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gr

grap  grap wrestling
gra gra  knife
grim grim wrinkle
griin  grin  eight
grong gron chest

grut  grut  sugar-cane

e
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gl

glang saw glag saw flying squirrel

glat glat village

glong glon mortar

glu’ glu? undressing
glang saw flying squirrel
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Nasals
n=-
nan nan tame ( esp. animal)
nanggol nangol plough
naw naw mother
nem nem method, rule
nung nur command, order

nanggol plough
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ny = np=sf

nyanya pnana whosoever
nyaw  naw  sky

nyu na you sg.
nyup nup  tongs

nyup tongs
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ng=n=% m=9
ngal ngal night mang marn paddy
bawng bawng  wind me’ me? fish hook
nglii nit sleep mit mit cutting with
ngung niy find SCISSOr
ngui nai enter moatho’ matho? owl
ngu’peng niu?pén snail mungruw munraw  grave

mung mun foxtail millet

ngu’peng snail o
.I'l,mh(’ owl mung foxtail millet
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=<

ram  ram rot

ra’ ra?  liking

ring 11 beautiful, good
rawk rawk hand

riung riitip boat

riung boat
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=1

-

lay
1i1?
lo?
loy

moon
pig

licking
standing
building bridge
irrigation

44



Kman reading and writing book

Kman reading and writing book

ly

khroboalyo khrob3lyo stone shape
halyiim h3lyiim turmeric (holy)
lyaral lyar3l bicycle

lyanga lyana frying pan

P —

lyanga frying pan

g
:_.m..;g,‘____,____. .
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Semi-vowels
y=a

yam  yam gunpowder
yap yap to fan
yawon yawan which?

toyun tdyun decoration

-

yul yul taking revenge
yuw  yuw wasp
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w=q
wa wa bamboo
wan wan cup
wal wal snowfall

wonra ko woanraka and

wa bamboo
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Glottals

h=¢

hari hart vertical flute
hingmu hmgma 1000

homok  hamak tasty

honda hdnda  veranda
hopa h3pa corridor wall

hopa wall of inner corridor
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=P =3:

la’v>  1a?u? swan

do’ow d3?0w squirrel

do’ing d3?inp  ginger

‘'yey  ?yey  conflict, quarrel
bo’ bo? bark, skin

do’ow squirrel
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Vowels
A,a=3T

ara ara here

ara ara saw

ota ata beckon, call with finger
oyaw dyaw waist

ara Saw

50



Kman reading and writing book

~/

A, a

chang fang bed
am am  mango
pyas pyﬁs onion

am mango
{ J’ ™~
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E,e=T

cp

be

bela
yey

kyepmo

koayen

be
bela
Pyey

kyeépmo

k3dyen
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tin

noise
plate
quarrel
ten

right hand
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9

omik
onga
ola

oyay
otsut

omik

dmik
dna
3la
dyay
Stsiit

Sun

sun
fish

leaf

tree species

to study, count
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1=%

in in select, choose
ing iy ear

iphit 1p"it rainbow

it it enemy

ing ear
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o=9H
o’nyam oO?nyam burping
olo’ olo? palate
olap olap burping
potd poto bronze vessel

potd bronze vessel
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U,u=3

ung un  skin, bark
uron ran long strip or stick
utay Utay big
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biii bui house, home
bil bul feather, fur
ril ral snake

blii house

e ¥
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Tones

Kman has three levels of tone, as well as
glide tones, 1.e. tones that slide between two
levels. The three levels can be illustrated by
the following words. There seem to be no
words which have a high tone in isolation.

High-Low wa  bamboo
Mid waa to plait bamboo
Mid-Low wa  bird
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