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ABSTRACT

The Idu people of Arunachal Pradesh still inhabit a rich and biodiverse environment which has been
preserved from the major threats to SE Asian forests. The zoology of these forests is still little-known,
though recent monographs have begun to remedy this situation in regard to mammals and herpetofauna. The
birds have yet to be inventoried in any detail, although similar species to Bhutan and Nepal can be expected.
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1.3.2 Wild plants

1.3.2.1 General terms

All not cultivated plants are ambaci ‘of the wild’
All cultivated plants are 8koci ‘of the house’

by

by

algae ceékd

bark ast kopra

branch haro

dense jungle with high canopy trees Tmbil

creeper asigruu mbra

ferns, brackens called
individual
name

flower pa

seed sT

fruit asist

fungus phand1

small grasses grazed by livestock apisu

jungle amba

leaf na

moss, lichen apindu

mould priicu

mushroom aktpra

nut, fruit-stone 16(ko)bra

plant, typically tree, but any plant ast

plant, small asibra

root (ipri

seed kept for replanting apri

seedling asibra

thick forest amba lalu

shrub, bush called
individual
name

umbrella mushroom golombo

stump, big gtombo

cut portion of anything of vegetable origin lying cétata

elsewhere

cut portion of anything of vegetable origin still cétatd

attached

tree astmbd

thorn tano

trunk mbd

1.3.2.2 Trees

Idu Scientific Type

astmbd tree

abombd tree sp.

acimbd tree sp. A. orium.

adombd tree sp. bark for ropes

tree + crawl + thread

no classifier
bra classifier

Also kamba Mithu
pra classifier for flat things

-tata suffix means left portion

plant + trunk

Comments
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Idu
ahfihambd

amambo
amésumbo
\ - £
amimbo

\ POy B4
amisimbo

\ Ao £
apreékdmbo
aprémbo
asipambo
asukambo

atekombd

athalimbd
athasimbo

athralimbd
awalambd
bitmbd
bragilisimbd
britmbd
chogombd
copasimbd
dawumbd
ditmbd

dukatombd
ecosimbd
5h3mbd
53hambd
¢kambd
¢kombd
¢kdpombd
gkrembd
élakrombd

¢lambo

¢16mbd
€losimbd
éndronombo

énjombd
1 O £
€nosimbo
3 r £
éngambo
erayimbd
€poshimbo
€rombo
eryambo
€s0simbd
—_ 1 = £
€tokombo
OB £
etombo
1dimbo

Scientific
Alangium
begoniaefolium

Betula
cylindricostchys
Pterospermum
acerifolium

Zanthoxylum
armatum

Pandanus
Sfurcatus

Albizzia procera

Duabanga
sonneriotoides
Terminalia
myriocarpa

Daphniphyllum
himalayense

Ficus roxburghii
Morus laevigata

Phoebele

Type
tree sp.

tree sp.
tree sp.
tree sp.
tree sp.
tree sp.
tree sp.
tree sp.
tree sp.

tree sp.

tree sp.
tree sp.

tree sp.
tree sp.
tree sp.
tree sp.
tree sp.
tree sp.
tree sp.
tree sp.
tree sp.

tree sp.
tree sp.
tree sp.
tree sp.
tree sp.
tree sp.
tree sp.
tree sp.
tree sp.1

tree sp.

tree sp.
tree sp.
tree sp.

tree sp.
tree sp.
tree sp.
tree sp.
tree sp.
tree sp.
tree sp.
tree sp.
tree sp.
tree sp.
tree sp.

Comments

formerly eaten in place of salt

edible fruits

N. hati paila.

spice tree
causes itching

small edible fruit borne on the ground

edible fruit
large fruit
sweet edible seeds. Birds eat fruits

timber
tall, barkless
A. khokan.

A. hollock tree

sweet edible fruits
jackfruit

fruits

Anthrocephalus indicus
H. bola.
banyan

timber

A. mekahi. Edible fruits, timber
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Idu Scientific Type Comments
cooperiana
idambd Bombax tree sp. A. simul.
malabaricum
Tglimbd Erythrina tree sp. thorny tree with a red flower
arborescens
ikhriisimbd  Gynocardia tree sp. fruit eaten by animals
odorata
ikicimbd tree sp.
ikashi tree sp. small fruit
inumbd tree sp.
irumbd Altingia excelsa  tree sp. A. jutli. Don’t use to build houses
jéembd Mesua ferrua tree sp. A. nahar SIX4. Indian rose chestnut
jekarémbd tree sp. bark used as fish-poison.
kamustmbd tree sp. apricot
kanasimbd  Saurauia tree sp. grows at high altitude
napaulensis
khindimbo tree sp.
16hombd Rhus semialata  tree sp. Seed can be eaten but very sour in taste
macumbd tree sp. A. lali. Costly timber
mandzambd tree sp.
manumbd Ficus elastica tree sp. wild rubber
mathumbd Toona ciliata tree sp.
mawambd tree sp.
omtirambd  Citrus sinensis tree sp. orange
nanjombd Litraea citrata tree sp.
pasipimbd  Aegle marmelos  tree sp. bael
picikdmbd tree sp. A. dalsini. Edible bark Mithu dialect
pOmMOmMbS tree sp. edible fruit
réembd Terminalia tree sp. myrobalan. A. hilika. Edible fruits. Remedy for
chebula stomach ailments
rékambd tree sp. A. duna. provides a fragrance for the house
sobosimbd  Schleichera tree sp. large edible fruits
oleosa
sOpumbd Michelia tree sp. A. titasopa. Costly timber
machaca
$0s6limbd tree sp. with prominent flowers, used for live fences
stbrasimbd  Spondus tree sp. tree with large edible fruits
auxiliaris
talimbd tree sp. two types with pink and white flowers
tapambd tree sp. high forest
tasTmbd tree sp.
tayimbd tree sp. A. dalsini. Edible bark
thrombd Pinus longifolia  tree sp. pine, generic term
Table 1. Idu shrubs
Type Idu Scientific Comments
shrub apambd
shrub abrémbd formerly the bark was used for making
sp. 1 cloth
shrub ggrombd
shrub ¢khambd
shrub &ngombd Leucosceptrum
canum
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Table 1. Idu shrubs

Type Idu Scientific Comments

shrub. ¢tothrombd  Datura stramonium

shrub magambo

shrub naambd

shrub namimbd

shrub nanjambd

shrub ayamumbd

Idu Scientific English Comments

alimbd  Caryota urens palm sp. wood used for loom frame

alombd sago palm sp  Until recently, the interior was extracted to feed pigs.
Mithu dial. malombd

iltmbd Caryota mitis fishtail palm

ipambd palm sp.

umbd fishtail palm  iGnd This species grows in groves used in funerary
ceremonies, €.2.ya

sarambd  Livistona toko-patta Used to make roofs

Jenkinsiana palm

Table 2. Idu wild and cultivated bananas

Idu )
ajTmbo
alombd

anjarimbd
atambd

- - £
awiumbo
€lombo
lahimbo

Comment
cultivated banana
wild banana sp. leaf contains a powder women put on their hands in order to weave
smoothly. Outer skin is used to make roofing edges.
wild banana sp. same as lahimbo
wild banana sp.
wild banana, flower eaten
wild banana sp.
wild banana sp. same as anjdrimbd

1.3.2.3 Bamboos and canes

bamboo | aneto, used for construction in the plains areas do classifier, planted type
mangeto
bambool  buluka planted, type of maneéto
bamboo | arato large sp.
bamboo II  abrato Phyllostachys bambusoides. Apatani bamboo. Planted and used for
construction in the montane areas.
bamboo III  hicitd wild, light
bamboo IV bradiito hill areas, thorny
bamboo V  ilitd small-bore used for hats
bamboo VI  kalitd yellow
bamboo apatd large, wild, used for making cups, carrying water
vl
bamboo manuto high-altitude
VIl
bamboo apito small-bore
VIII
bamboo IX bandato used for construction, mats
cane | 14katd used to make rope and basketry, but regarded as weak so used for

5
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cane II
cane III
cane IV
cane V
cane VI

autd
elashotd
lakambotd
ratd
lakast

1.3.2.4 Grasses and herbs

grass, gen
grass, gen
grass, gen
grass, gen

grass sp.
grass sp.
grass sp.
grass sp.
grass sp.
grass sp.
grass sp.
grass sp.
grass sp.,

herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.

Lo B T T T B T e T T T T e T T T T B T T T T B T T T B T I T

api su
api lisi
api amba
api sadu

abola
rila
apu
embrotd
butd
ako
ishii(td)
b
gpd(td)

abrana
acimuthru
adripa
agosi
ahokona
ahola
ahona
ahl bréna
ajina
akana
akrambd
alana
alitd

alu tama
amana
ame athrali
amena
amult
anatrd
anazana
andiga
apéna
apotre, apitr
aranyu
arina
arora
arukolo
athropa
atrimbd

temporary things

used to make furniture, rope and basketry, strong

used to make backpacks

leaves used as thatch for house and in furniture. Salacca salacca
used to make a special hat (apotolo juhi, gérandi)

a variety of 1akat3, very thin, occasionally planted by other tribes

useless

Phragmites karka. A. nal. useless. probably Arundo donax
used for thatch in plains. Imperata cylindrica

used for brooms

used for thatch in mountain areas

tall, used in rituals for the birth of a new baby

leaves are eaten
blackjack. Bidens pilosa.

leaves boiled and used in massage
rat ear. Centella asiatica, Hydrocotyle asiatica

Molineria capitulata.
wild vegetable

wild vegetable. Solanum nigrum.

shrub

black cardamom Amomum subulatum.
medicine of maggot infestation

itches. monkey + athrali
wild bean

wild vegetable
? horsetail with tuber

wild aroid fed to pigs
Impatiens racemosa

extensively used in ritual performances. The igu pluck the fruit, chew it

6
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herb sp. I
herb sp. I
herb sp. I

herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp. I

Mishmi tita
herb sp. I

herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.

L B I I I B ]

] ] |

herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
herb sp.
tree sp.
herb sp.

e bl bt e ] e

L]

1.3.2.4 Ferns

Fern sp. I
Fern sp. I
Fern sp. I
Fern sp. I
Fern sp. I
Fern sp. I

Cycad sp. I

A P
au bréna
awusi

aye sapana

ayi njina
bama séteka
bo krémbd
ematd
eémbatd

€nod

€nopil
€nosi

o

icind
ikiikha(na)
ikalu
iklipAmbd
Tlimu

i
thiimimbd
jarimiina

lalisi
landa
lobra
ltibriin
mATmbd
manjo athrali
mraa
nandombd
pokambd
prakiina
pusuna

s& mambd
sétekano
sonsi
tongombd
tapirina

ahiipi
andicii
adakho
épambd
antiyambd
s&to

N\ - £
cuambo

and spew it out

wild black pepper
formerly used for smoking. Plantago major. broadleaf plantain, white
man’s foot

Fruits boiled for food.
Typhonium venosum. Used to feed pigs. cf.

H. til. black sesame. edible black seeds
Ageratum houstonianum. flossweed
Chromolaena odorata.

Coptis tita.

dog faeces
Lobelia nummularia.
et. knee of dog. shrub

shrub
< German. Crassocephalum crepidioides seen after appearance of German
warplanes in the sky

wild edible shoots

shrub

common nettle. deer + athrali. Urtica dioica
Aconite. Aconitum napellus.

shrub

Typhonium venosum. Used to feed pigs. cf.

shrub

Solanum incanum

wild aroid

shrub

wild vegetable. Very bitter, reduces blood pressure. Clerodendrum
colebrookianum) (Lephaphu-Assamese)

has burning pollen

edible. Diplazium spp.

grows in montane areas

edible giant fern

giant fern. Angiopteris evecta.

the stems can be dried and become very sharp. They are placed upright in
the ground to prevent thieves entering the farm. They pierce the sole of
the foot
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1.3.2.4 Epiphytes

Epiphyte I  pra idrikd bird charcoal
Epiphyte I  adaka¢la.a quiver of the squirrel
Epiphyte I  anji griyipa

1.3.2.5 Creepers

creeper [ ipu

creeper I achanl andéd soybean of the marble cat
creeper |  achayipa
creeper I  angodci tama medicine for shivering

creeper I  angodsa tama

creeper I apikashipa

creeper [ arobena

creeper [  artnyipa

creeper |  asa lakapi fruit

creeper [  as4 tdma medicine of Asa spirit
creeper | athrd kapa

creeper [ ati apra

creeper [ atrakuna

creeper I  awd péna Molucca bramble. Rubus moluccanus. (Grgfel I (Assamese)

creeper [ awd trépa

creeper I  déyapa fruit like a pumpkin, high on trees, normally not eaten

creeper I ¢lokana wild aerial yam, can be eaten

creeper | &yaweéna Mikania micrantha. Weed said to have been brought by Americans. Leaf

juice is applied to cuts and wounds as haemostatic.
creeper | 1kuld tupa
creeper [ ili kis@i rumbra

creeper I iphird the fruit-shell was eaten in times of famine
creeper ish't used as rope to tie small bamboos together
creeper | kré ésapa et. rice + veins

creeper [ takala
creeper I taro

1.3.2.5 Mushrooms

mushroom [ aktipra edible.

mushroom II akithu poison. Crepidotus sp.

mushroom IIT akudra Jelly ear fungus. soft, black, edible, looks like
an ear. Auricularia orrilla judae.

mushroom IV g616mbd very large, edible. Termitomyces letestui.

mushroom V aktpi very small, edible

mushroom VI akiinyu white, soft, edible

mushroom VI akipt Agaricus bisporus. Portobello mushroom



