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ABSTRACT

This document is a dictionary of Kman [=Miju], a language spoken around Tezu in Arunachal Pradesh.
Kman is a complex tone-language of an isolating type, similar to Tibeto-Burman languages. A separate
grammar describes its phonology and morphology in detail and includes a review of existing literature.
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1. Introduction

This is a trial edition of a dictionary of the Kman or Miju language, spoken around Tezu in Arunachal
Pradesh. It goes together with an introduction and grammar sketch, which includes detail of existing
literature. This dictionary only contains an outline of the sound system and a guide to the writing system.
The manuscript has been prepared by Roger Blench and Sokhep Kri over the period 2015-2019. This version
is being circulated in the community. All interested individuals are urged to submit additions and corrections
to the authors.

2. Phonology
2.1 Consonants

Kman consonants are shown in Table 1;

Table 1. Kman consonants
Bilabial Labio- Alveolar Retro- Palato- Palatal Velar Glott

dental flex  alveolar al
Plosive pp" b t,t" d [t kkhg ?
Fricative f v s,[s"] [z] I h
Affricate ts dz 1" &
Nasal m n n n
Flapped r
Lateral 1 [Li]
Approximants W [v] y

Kman consonants are potentially subject to a variety of modifications and their combinations. The include
aspiration, palatalisation, labialisation, rhotacisation and lateralisation.

Kman has a series of allophones of specific consonants, realised in individual ways before front vowels,
principally /i/. These are;

/wl o]
N/ [Li]
/s/ [s]

/s/ and /[/ appear to be in free variation in many words, and are probably not distinct phonemes. However, /s/
and /[/ are systematically distinguished in loanwords from Indo-Aryan languages, so is on the verge of
becoming an independent phoneme. Similarly, some speakers prefer [z] for particular words, so it may well
be acceptable to write it as part of the alphabet, but it is unlikely to be a distinct phoneme. The affricates /ts/
and /dz/ are clearly sounded in many words including /tsor/ ‘person’, but locally /ts/ is written cong, which
is not appropriate. /p"/ is in free variation with /f/ which may also be the influence of speaking Indo-Aryan
languages.

In one exceptional case, Kman permits a long palatal in initial position, identifiable by the single tone on the
stem;

?ydy  conflict, quarrel
This probably arises from further palatalisation of an initial palatal.

Kman often deletes vowels, especially in initial syllables, leaving only the tone. Consecutive sequences of
consonants without vowels but with floating tones give the transcriptions a problematic appearance and are
completely unacceptable within local writing conventions. As a consequence, it is usual to insert schwa, /o/,
or one of the other central vowels, /a/ and /ii/, as an epenthetic tone-bearing segment. Some examples are
shown in Table 2;
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Table 2. Kman floating tones

Gloss Sounds As transcribed
ankle t1'y t3liin
grass tp"'n t3phiin
cup wn wan

Kman has a small number of long consonants, principally /y/, /p/, /t/ and /w/ shown in Table 3. These are
presumed to former morpheme boundaries which have become lexicalised.

Table 3. Kman double consonants

Kman Gloss

anna face

mannit dilemma

canne? strainer with long handle

tappal imprisonment

tipphya liquid food prepared with a fish stomach
atta to beckon

tawway steep rope bridge

2.2 Vowels

The vowels of Kman are shown in Table 4;

Table 4. Kman vowels

Vowels Front Central Back
Close i i u
Close-Mid e 0
Open a

There are phonetic nasalised vowels which are likely to be in complementary distribution with nasal codas,
especially -n. They are always in final position except for ideophones where they are copied on to an
identical vowel in C: position. These nasalised vowels are quite rare, but some examples are given in Table
5;

Table 5. Kman nasalised vowels

Kman Gloss
cakrd triangular drying net

daha large-billed crow

gawa zigzag

tanga shoulder-blade

tangra basket for vegetables

tipphya  liquid food prepared with the stomach of a fish
lonshdy  large eagle

mawe? herb sp.

g&wé zigzag, twisty
gard herb sp.

1ahd sweet potato

Ideophones tend to be richer in nasalised vowels than the ordinary lexicon.

2
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Kman has some doubled vowels, but there are no underlying long vowels, in striking contrast to Tawra and
Idu.

Table 6. Kman vowel sequences

Kman Gloss
glaat  wvillage

saat to murder, kill

boo to low (cow, mithun)
200 plate

pydoo  to smear a paste

yau wasp sp.

One argument for assuming Kman has no underlying long vowels is the case where a doubled vowel is
compounded, whereupon it becomes a short vowel;

yuw  wasp

yoti  wasp sp.

il spirit snake
1kdy  gharial

Kman has a very small number of words where there appears to be an underlying long vowel. These are
shown in Table 7, together with near-minimal pairs for short vowels;

Table 7. Kman long vowels

Kman Gloss Kman Gloss
maa to lose your way ma place, room
waa to embroider wa bird, generic
pyod  merrymaking pyon  pot of beer
gut(l) shirt

2.3 Tones

The Kman tone system has three phonetic tone heights marked as follows;

High-
Mid -
Low )

A macron () over a vowel is thus mid-tone and not length. However, of these, only the mid-tone occurs on
monosyllabic roots. The underlying system consists of glide tones which apply either to single segments but
form a system of suprasegmental patterns applied to polysyllabic words and compounds. The glides so far
identified are High-Mid, High-Low and Mid-Low, marked as follows;

High-Low Basic

High-Mid =  Phonetic only
Mid-Low Basic

Low-Mid = Loanwords only

High-Mid occurs only in compounds and cannot be regarded as an underlying tone. Low-Mid is strongly
associated with a wide range of loanwords, which suggests that speakers see tone as having semantic

3
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associations, although this is not explicit. Kman has floating tones, i.e. tones which are heard but which
occur over a deleted segment. These are notated over an epenthetic schwa in this and other Kman
documentation.

Kman tones are highly mobile in compounds and sentence contexts. This is almost certainly due to the
suprasegmentals nature of the tones. Thus;

amik sun

omik khlat sunrise
or;

it enemy
ittampai  raid, attack

Throughout the text, tones are marked as heard in context, rather than in citation forms, those cited when a
word is pronounced in isolation.

3. How to use the dictionary
3.1 Parts of Speech

Like all languages, Kman words can be classified according to the function they have in the sentence. These
are known as ‘parts of speech’ - the most well-known types are nouns and verbs. The following table gives
the abbreviations used in the dictionary with short explanations;

Abbre-  Full form Explanation

viation

a. Adjective Describes a noun

a.p. Adjectival phrase  Phrase used to describe a noun

adv. Adverb Qualifies a verb

aux. Auxiliary Added to a verb to modify it, like a tense-marker

c.i. Colour intensifier A word which intensifies the degree of colour

cl. Classifier Type of adjective which qualifies a noun and is obligatory when the noun is
being counted. Only applied to certain types of nouns

coll. Collective Noun which describes a cluster or group of specific nouns where they are
not counted

cond. Conditional Expresses the relation between two events

conj. Conjunction A word used to join two or more nouns, verbs or clauses

dem. Demonstrative Words used to point out something. ‘this’, ‘that’ etc.

det. Determiner Word that specify the definiteness of a noun, ‘a’ ‘the’ etc.

dir. Directional Describes the direction of something, a special type of locative

excl. Exclamation Greetings or expressions that do not form part of an ordinary sentence

int. Interrogative Question word

loc. Locative Describes the position of things in time or space (formerly preposition)

n. Noun Refers to things, objects etc.

n.p. Noun phrase A phrase where a head-noun is joined to other words to form an expression

num. Numeral Number

part. Particle Short words added to complete the sentence

quant. Quantifier Word that describes the quantity of something

p.n. Proper Name A name of a person or object; always capitalised

p-p. Pronominal A phrase used in a pronoun slot

phrase
pref. Prefix
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Abbre-  Full form Explanation

viation

pron. Pronoun A word that stands for a noun

quant. Quantifier A word that expresses the amount of something

v. Verb Expresses action

v.a. Verbal auxiliary Modifies a verb with respect to tense or state

V.1 Intransitive Verb A verb with no object

v.n. Verbal Noun A noun formed directly from a verb to express a state of being
v.p. Verb phrase A phrase where a head-noun is joined to other words to form an expression
v.t. Transitive verb A verb with an object

voc. Vocative Expression used in addressing someone directly

Needless to say, these categories were developed to describe English grammar and not all Mwaghavul words
fit neatly into them. For example, it is sometimes difficult to distinguish verbs from adjectives. Only a clear
grammatical description will help the reader understand the function of a word in a sentence. At that point,
the assignment to a particular part of speech is somewhat arbitrary; what counts is consistency throughout.

ORDER OF ENTRIES

The order of the entries follows the English alphabet, not the order dictated by individual phonemes. Some
regional dictionaries have followed the order of Hindi, or even the order of IPA, but experiement has shown
that readers become confused, when reading the Roman alphabet. For example, ‘ch’ and ‘chh’ are distinct
sounds, but ‘chh’ is included within the entry for ‘ch’. This is because words are easier to find if the
pronunication is only approximate. Similarly, ‘n’, written ‘ng’ is alphabetised as ‘ng’. Schwa /o/ is
alphabetised after /e/ and /ii/ after /u/. In terms of tone, words with high and high-low tone are written first,
mid tone second and low tone last. Thus a word with mid-low comes before a low tone. For purposes of
alphabetisation, the glottal stop, /?/ is ignored. However, the one word with initial glottal is given a separate
heading after /z/, at the end of the dictionary.

DERIVED FORMS
Kman has a limited system of derived forms, in other words, simple headwords do not generate large
numbers of related expressions, in contrast to Idu. However, where the related forms are evident, these are

placed after the headword. Thus;

ha? debt
ha kdkha debtor

follow one another, although following the rule of tones, ‘debtor’ should precede ‘debt’.

SUPERSCRIPT NUMERALS

Kman has many homophones, that is words with the same sound but different meanings. These are marked
with superscript numerals, thus !,2,3, etc. Words must be exactly the same, that is have the same tone as well
as the same consonants and vowels.
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LOANWORDS

Kman has borrowings from a number of regional languages, most particularly from Assamese which was the
language of trade and administration for a long period. More recent borrowings come from Hindi and
English. The following languages have been marked where the source is known.

A. Assamese
Adi Adi
E. English
H. Hindi
Kh. Khamti
T. Tibetan
SCIENTIFIC NAMES

The names for plants and animals in Kman also have their equivalent in international scientific
nomenclature. It is often not possible to identify these for certain, but the existence of various field guides,
for mammals, birds and reptiles, makes it possible in some cases. The guides used for this dictionary are
listed in the references at the end. International names are given in English (where they exist) and also in
Latin. The situation for plants is more difficult, since there are no reliable regional guides. Sometimes the
Assamese name can provide a clue, and these are given where known.

Tones in context

The tones given in the dictionary are the tones on words pronounced in isolation. Many words change their
tone in context, and it may not be clear what the ‘underlying’ tone should be. The rules for these tonal
changes are far from understood, so the tones given may be treated as referential, to provide a common form
for discusion of an individual lexeme.

4. Writing system or script

Like all unwritten languages, Kman has a scientific way of writing, which may often be complex and uses
the characters of the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) and a practical script, which can be used for
reading and writing, and in recent times, on smartphones and in social media such as Facebook. There is a
simple set of equivalences to move between IPA notation and the practical script used for Kman. The
principles are as follows;

All tone-marks are ignored. This is subject to further testing as Kman has many words which are identical
for both letters and tones and it may be difficult to read in some cases.

All aspirated consonants are written with lower case ‘h’. So;

th th
p" ph
k" kh

By Indian convention, /ff/ is written ‘ch’, not ‘c’, and the aspirated counterpart, /f*/ is thus written ‘chh’.
However, s" is an allophone of /s/ before a front vowel, and so is not written. So;
st

Additionally;
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IPA  Orthography

w i
1 ng
J sh
ds J
ik c

The central vowel schwa /o/ is preserved in the orthography.
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Kman - English dictionary

Kman PoS English Comment
A.
achip n. elder brother Addressed by younger brother. Also capmi kanang.
ahay dir. there upwards ahay thongshii wa I[5pmiin look up there, a bird is
perching.
ahi’ dir. there to the side ki ahi? toy ming 1 will go to the side nearby.
akhrT apan n. beloved children in poetic language. cf. sd.
am n. mango Mangifera indica < Hindi
amay n. elder sister addressed by younger sister
an dem this an pong shii hold this
anthiing n. grass (saw) sp. very tall sp. looks like sugar-cane
anthting n. strawleaf use as spice. Assamese chitranala
shaw sing
angglr n. grapes < Hindi
ara n. saw [tool] < Hindi ara lép miing 1 am sawing
ara loc. here cf. klam far away. dpay ara ka miin money is available
here.
3saw a. many, plenty cf. don. tsong asaw chawnk taw many people are living
there.
asha n. elder brother addressed by younger sister. cf. kyok.
ataw dir. in front of speaker chal ataw longmiin a mithun is standing there.
até?mu quant. a little, few, a bit cf. mathyam. shat ate?mu phishu give me a bit of food.
ayaw dir. beside  or  behind ayaw lam hu shu please come from this direction.
speaker
atut dem. there (facing straight) atut thay shu go there (front facing)
arat dem.  here (near to oneself) arat hushu come here (near me)
B.
baat' n. cloth to carry a child baat ks pa shu carry [the child] with a cloth
baat? v.n. tasting hot (as of chili bichi baat miin the chili tastes hot to me
in the mouth),
pungency
baat? v.n. body odour t3puw badt nyam miin the smell of a tiger can be sensed.
baat v.n. grasping (object), press ai baat grap mang don’t press hard or else it will break
hard on
bagan n. kitchen garden, flower < Assamese
garden
bahwi n. pentatomid bug eaten, but dangerous as can contain a neurotoxin. ? < Adi
bajar n. market < Hindi (tari by Nyishis).
bala a. flat (as a stone) lawng bala a flat stone
balting n. bucket < Hindi balti.
ban v.n. giving s.t. to s.o. to sawi?gra 3y ban don’t let a child hold a knife.
hold
ban n. wool cf. bana. ki naw ban gil thé? miin my mother weaves

woollen cloth.
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Kman PoS English Comment
bantong n. mortgage chal tan than hi? mandong bantong ki 1 mortgaged a
gong for a mithun.
bang n. large cloth krong mang bang khlap shii wear a cloth or else you’ll
feel cold.
bang k3njit  n.p. rag, torn cloth bang kanjit wi’ ai shiip don’t buy torn cloth
bang n. blanket, cloth also makhlaw bang. bang makhlaw I>m miin a blanket
makhlaw .
gives warmth
bang shal n. embroidered traditional bang shal kiing hatoy kdtso’ a traditional shawl is costly
shawl
bard n. pigeon spp. Columba sp. 216 ff. < Assamese. Especially the hill
pigeon C. rupestris.
bard 3pay n. male pigeon
bard tiyul n. female pigeon
bariing n. beetle that lives in
bamboo bark
bashut n. spoon sang bashut la shu bring me a wooden spoon
bawng n. air
bawng V.. blowing (wind) bawng bawng miin the wind is blowing
bawng n. wind
bawng da n. wireless telephone; bawng da lam dat la known through wireless
telegram (wireless)
bawng naw  n. storm;  thunderstorm;
tempest
bawng sing - early morning; dawn
bay n. spoon; large
bay lam adv. last year bay lom sawro’ mai it is not like last year
bay ngit adv. day before yesterday
be n. noise kanat gay hi? 2y be don’t make noise near a sick person
bela n. dish
béla n. plate shat wan béla hay cha ming 1 will take the food on a
plate.
bele a. flat (plank, stone) sang phal belé a flat piece of wood
bélcha n. spade; shovel < Hindi
bal V.. quivering; moving cf. tam bdl = to shake. Gi b3l nishd ka’ shii don’t move,
sleep quietly
b3p v.n. stumbling cf. tam bla = to cancel. sawai ai gyal bap mang don’t run
or else you will stumble
Bara p-n. deity responsible for
rivers
bat n. small piece of meat hiil wi? shin bat killén phi shit serve five pieces of meat to
the guest.
bichi n. chili Capsicum annuum. < Hindi bichi bat miin chili is hot
bijt n. syringe; injection < Assamese biji ‘needle’ nars biji lung miin the nurse is
injecting [me]
bijt ta lung v.p. to give an injection < Assamese. trawng r3 biji ta lung t5y ming tomorrow |
will go to have an injection.
bijult n. electricity < Assamese
bip v.n. crying without making often seen in children before they start crying out loud
a sound; sobbing
birt n. bidi, small cigarette < Hindi

2
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Kman PoS English Comment
bist mi num. forty; 40 ki glat yut gart tap wan bishi mii a vehicle fare to my
village is 40 rupees.
biskit n. biscuit < English
bla n. cancellation blong to? la hi? bla le we cancelled [our journey] as the
road was blocked.
bla? v.n. slicing (bamboo) cf. tam bla = to slice. wd bla’ shu you slice bamboo
blan v.n. sending; despatching cf. tam blan = to send.
blay! n. tongue blay ka dtong shu taste [it] with the tongue
blay? n. replacement cf. tam blay = to replace. ki nyu kang tay blay ming 1 will
go as a replacement for you.
blay n. bean, soya Glycine max. blay hdy humbram som wet get humbram
from soya bean. humbram= fermented bean
blRm v.n warming up; boiling cf. tam blom = to warm up. shat tam blom to heat food
(water)
blong n. road; path; track; trail blong kashang a straight road
blong n.p. connections; lit. ‘road” + ‘bridge’. blong katong cipui kasiit
katong communications communications are working well
bliin n. education; explaining; cf. tam bliin = to educate mastor pit bliin miin the teacher
instructing; teaching is teaching from a book.
bliing n. similarity; identical cf. tam bliing = to be similar chapmi anning bliing miin =
two brothers are identical
bo n. maize; corn Zea mays
bo prat V.. sprouting of grains in bo prat yat miin grain is sprouting in the maize plant
maize plant
bo phum n. popcorn' bo phum tham yay let us eat popcorn
bo sily n. maize beer bo siii hamak miin maize beer tastes good.
bo? n. skin; bark; hide kum bo’ bear skin
bo?1 boray id. describes a lazy person  bao?i bo?ay ka’ pem taw all are sleeping lazily
bogort n. plum, wild < Assamese
bojar/ n. market < Hindi also bajar
Bomai- p.n. mountain peak peak at the source of H3lii and K3tuw river. This is
Bohal considered a sacred peak that survived submergence
when whole landmass was under water
bong cl. classifier for bamboo, 1, hong ksmbriin four bamboos
generic
bo v.n. lowing (cow, mithun)  chal b66 miin the mithun is lowing
B66 p.n. clan name
botalo n. bottle < English
botom n. button < English
bra?may n. small ball of food served only during important rituals
(sacred), mixed with
ginger and other spices,
including sesame and
small pieces of meat
bran n. loincloth with front flap also lapo. front flap is lapo and strip attached to it is
bran.
bran n. belt; waistband; girdle
brang n. landslide area brang hi’ aitdy ning don’t go to the landslide area

! Popcorn might not immediately seem to be hard like peanuts, as prepared in Europe or America. However, local
popcorn is significantly more difficult to bite into.

3
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Kman PoS English Comment
brasha wa n. streak-throated barwing  Actinodura waldeni 522
brat! n. pebble; gravel
brat2 n. inciting; instigate cf. tam brat to incite people or animals (to fight)
brat® cl. clgss1ﬁer for spher%cal kré sit brat katam six eggs
things, oranges, grains,
pebbles
bray v.n. quarrying (pebbles) cf. tam bray = to quarry.
bray n. riverbank; river bray hi’ ait5y don’t go to the river
bre v.n. wearng belt
bral v.n. dropping s.t. tam brdl = to drop kré sit ai bral don’t drop the egg
bral v.n. falling down from a [lawng bral miin a stone is falling
height
brang n. lace tseham brang shoelace
brang n. rope; cord; twine; chal brang mithun rope
string; wire
brang coll. collective for single kyik brong mu a thread shyam brong mu a single hair
[thread etc.]; strand
brang da n. telephone; phone; brang da lam khrai shii convey through telephone
mobile
brap V.. joining; assembling  rak kathal wan brap la that fractured bone has healed.
(objects); being healed
brap n. amalgamation; joined
krawndy together
brdt van.  twisting; wringing cf. tam brat = to twist. popong kb kré hing brdnt k> uncle
has wrung the neck of chicken.
brat halat id. describes removing s.t. (e.g. skin of an animal) bra¢ halst aikaot don’t do it in the
with a twisting action wrong way
bAim n. rib brim ngan miin the ribs can be seen
brit V.. coitus; sex; copulation cf. tam brit = to have sex also h3l cf. ta hal coitus
intercourse; having sex
brong n. clan; community; nyu nyd brong nay? which clan do you belong to?
nation; tribe
brong n. kind of s.t.; sort; type;
category
Bro? p.n. spirit of the household  the household usually has an ancestral Bro, but others are
brought in to the house by marriage
briy v.n. consolation; cf. tam briry = to console
comforting;
appeasement;
pacifying; soothing
briing, bring - backbone; spine
briing n. announcement cf. tam brung = to make an announcement
briy v.n calling cf. tam bruy to call.
brii n. odour; scent; aroma;  pyjj; miin to smell of s.t. also nydm n tsong briii maphan
smell This person has a bad smell
briil cl. classifier for small sang briil niin seven twigs
trees; twigs, bamboo
splinters
briil n. liquid left after cleaning Adakuw briil = remains of rice water hakuw briil wan Lii’

of grain

kang keep rice water for the pig
4
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Kman PoS English Comment
briit V.. itching; scratching with  cf. t3m brut = to itch
fingers
bly quant. particle placed in front of numbers to make cardinals cf. bizy mu
= one time bii mu pi ming 1 will give you once
by v.n. wandering;  roaming; cf. t3m by = to roam nga rat 5i bii do not roam during
rambling the night
biii manda adv. at once; immediately; bii monda phai ming 1 will finish at once
now
bui n. whirlpool; eddy
bul n. increasing; adding cf. tam bul= to increase kiing bul shil increase the price!
bum n. mental illness bum kat mu he is mentally disturbed
bing n. smoke; smoking cf. tom bung = to smoke
bliw n. Baillon’s crake Porzana pusilla 139 probably other crakes also as P.
fusca.
biiy n. home; house; dwelling
bly gray n. house-builder biiy gray katné ko chal shiimp ki 1 acquired a mithun by
building a house.
biiy tsong n. family member
biiy krd n. house under  biii krd hi’ shé chay ay let us play on a construction site.
construction;
construction site
bliybily id. describes a clear view afi If angd biiybily bobo ngan miin. 1 can see big fish in
bdbd of big objects the water
biil n. feather; fur; down; quill
biil n. sprinkling cf. tam biil = to sprinkle 5ti 5i biil do not sprinkle water
biila bala id. describes flat objects sang biilii bala flat wood (planks)
blingriing id. describes a bulging tsong kdpra biingriing bingring wealthy people have
bungriing stomach bulging stomachs
byawk n. cold; rhume; chill byawk nat miin 1 am suffering from a cold
byd adv. often; regular[ly]; byo tin shii be loyal always
always
byo v.n. letting loose; untying; cf. tdm byo = to let loose chal byo ming 1 will let loose
unfastening the mithun
byong cl. classifier  for long 546 hyong kalin five long pieces of wood
pieces of  wood,
bamboo, cane
byl naw n. fly sp. lays eggs in meat
bylp n. hoof
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CH.
cha v.n. eating (anything cf. ta shat = to eat.
without bones) ki shat cha ming 1 will eat food
nyi shat sha shu you will eat food
wi’ chin shat cham (cha miin) ning two of them are
eating food
win shat cham (cha miin) taw they are eating food
kin shat cha may we are eating food.
(cha changes to sha in pronoun and plural, e.g shat sha
shyu you eat food)
chakaya n. greater-necklaced Garrulax pectoralis 502
laughingthrush
chako? n. caterpillar sp.
chakra n. drying net
chaki1 n. ant sp., large, black
chaktii n. tree sp. red wood, seeds like marbles. H. lalli. locally called
oriam
chal n. mithun Bos frontalis cf. mitmai- khritwsda poetic term
chal naw n. female mithun
chal ngalong n. male mithun
chal v.n. elongating; stretching ta chal= to elongate manang chal miin= rubber stretches
chal shya n. gaur Bos gaurus ‘mithun + wild’
chambay n. ball of cooked grain Includes ginger and other spices, including sesame and
small pieces of fish or meat. Served during rituals
chambiip n. tadpole
champhan n. sorghum Sorghum bicolor.
chan v.n. being seriously ill cf. tan chan = to be seriously ill
chang n. bed cf. mal.
chang dep n. centipede sp. lives in tree bark, small, flat, black with pincers
chang khang n. Asian toad Duttaphrynus melanostictus. ‘male’ toad
3pay
changkhran  n. crab, large, edible
cha-nge? n. gourd bottle for liquids
changgra n. split bamboo
changgra n. bamboo wall
tapha’
changgrong n. fish sp. catfish
changgwiin  n. plant (small), gives a
bad smell when crushed
changgwin  n. flea
changkhrong n. green leaf cf. halay (hunter’s name)
shaw
cha-nge? n. strainer ~ with  long
handle (esp gourd)
changgrang n. first quarter of first
sil room  (around  the
entrance)
changgring  n. bamboo sp. A. jati
chapan n. Himalayan  keelback Amphiesma platyceps
(snake sp.)
chaphlap n. chickenpox
chaw-re n. person living on
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donations
chawpha n. chief,  king; ruler;
leader
chawpara n. image; emblem; sign < Hindi ? Ashok Chakra
cha?tong n. article; stuff;, item; poetic term mara is a ‘shadow’ word, included to make
mara thing euphonic pair
cha?yong n. fish sp. large fish A. asla
chaw n. prayer TamlaDii rat Barii wi’ chaw mdy we pray to Boru during
TamlaDii.
chaw n. salutation; greeting Kbla wi’ chaw yay let us salute the officer.
chawk v.n. dwelling ki ara chawk miing 1 live here
nytt yah3y chai’ miin? where do you sg. live?
nyuchin yahay chai’ nak? where do you two live?
nyuning yahay chai’ may? where you pl. live?
kin yahdy chawk m3y? Where do we live
wi’ yahay chawk miin? Where does he live?
chawk v.n. living gla wayémii chawnk taw there are 100 people living in
the village.
ki miinda chawk miing 1 live alone
wi miinda chawk miin he lives alone
wi miinda chawnk he lives alone
win chawnk taw they are living
chay v.n. being hardworking chdy nay chan lut mang to survive is to be hardworking.
cf. tan chay
chayi n. rectum
chaya tal n. rectal prolapse et. ‘rectum’ + ‘come out’
chayi t3ntal  v. to have rectal prolapse
che? n. splitting (only wood) cf. tan che’ = to split
ch3hdy n. chewing; masticating cf. ta chahay = to chew
chaka n. grain, sp. unknown
choka bal n. cake with a particular made from the chdka grain
shape
chakang n. gourd Lagenaria siceraria
chakay n. enforcement; cf. ta, t5 chakay= to compel
compulsion
chakhi? n. blood pheasant Ithaginus cruentus 28
chkhrawng ~ coll. bunch Jjimik chakhrawng bunch of keys
chakhriing n. dove, wild
chakit n. tickling cf. 15 chakit = to tickle
chakthan n. bamboo sp. smaller than hama
ch3la v.n. mating (animals) cf. ta chala= to mate kwi chala miin dog is mating
chalam a. tasteless due to dilution g7 ch3lam tasteless beer t5min chalim tasteless salt
with water
chalep n. fish sp. flat fish that goes from side to side
ch3m n. disappearing in water; cf. chhang. tan chom = to disappear
vanishing (sticks and
long objects)
ch3m n. sinking
chan v.n. being alone wi’ chan thai la he went alone
chan S.V. only ki chan = me only

nyi chan = you only

7
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wi chin chan = two of them only
kin chan = we only
win chdn = they only
kamii chan only one.
nyii chan thay litk Only you should go
wi’ manda chan tanthint may he should not go alone
chaphay n. green leaf, wild
chapmi n. brother one male to another
ch3pmi n. elder brother Addressed by younger brother. Also achip.
kanang
chapmi n. younger brother Addressed by elder brother
kashik
ch3pna n. mirror
chapuy pron.  everything; chapuy hui’ shu ning you all come chapuy la shu bring
everybody everything
chariii n. mongoose
chathang v.n. fearing; being afraid cf. siiy. cf. t5 chthong = to be afraid of; to fear
chawi n. fish sp. flatfish (catfish small)
chham n. pad (cat etc.) jami pla chham = cat’s pad
chhan n. bangle samai chhan chhan shii wear your bangle daughter
chhaw coll. cluster [stars, fields] ngachi chhaw mu a cluster of stars
chhang n. disappearing in water cf. chdm. tan chhang= to disappear (esp in water)
(stone  and
objects, boats)
chhi n. lentil (grain) Lens culinaris
chhong n. bean, generic, pulse
chhong n. bean, yard-long Vigna sesquipedalis
napdung
chhill n. eating any sloppy food cf. tan chhul= to eat with spoon
with a spoon
chhiil n. spoon, small
chhit say n. textile design
chhiiw n. mouth
chhiw dal n. lower lip
chhiw dap n. upper lip
chhuw hansl ~ V-D- frowning cf. chhuw t2 hanal = to frown
chhiw 3 V- to frown manggriil k> chhitw handl miin he is frowning from anger
hanal
chhiit v.n. splitting; splicing (esp cf. tan chhiit= to slice
rope)
chiruw v.n. playing cf. t3 chiraw = to play
chhakani n. tea-strainer < Assamese
chi n. extinguishing fire with cf. tan chi = to extinguish
water; quench
chi n. endurance; persistance  cf. tan chi = to endure
chikalo n. bulbul birds Pycnonotus spp. or jikalo.
chiplam n. brother one male to another. cf. chapmi.
chiil n punishment cf. tan chiil= to punish
chiil dir. southern or downward
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side of an agricultural
field
chhiil n. sacred bamboo grove bamboo in these groves is only cut for ritual purposes
chhiin n. greater short-toed lark ~ Calendrella brachydactyla Probably other larks, such as
the sand lark C. raytal. 398
chakhriing n. doves Streptopelia spp. 222 ft.
chilang ga? n. collared treepie Dendrocitta frontalis 367 Probably also grey treepie D.
formosae.
chimard n. green-backed tit Parus monticolus 376
chinkhro? n. beautiful sibia Malacias pulchellus 533
chinting n. mushroom, generic
chiikriik n. silver-eared mesia Leiothrix argentauris 517
chiikriik n. rufous-chinned Garrulax rufogularis 506
kambong laughingthrush
chiikriik n. spotted laughingthrush  Garrulax ocellatus 507
kiichuy
chiin n. milk, breast
chiing ja? n. mountain bulbul Ixos mcclellandii 425
chiip v.n. skimming off tan chiip=to skim off
something
chiip ndy siii  n. beer  separated to
produce a concentrated
form
chiipawa n. hoopoe Upupa epops 298 also kiipdawa.
chiring coll. line; chain [people, andzaw ciriing range of mountains
butterflies], range [of
mountains]
cho v.n. poking randomly cf. tan cho = to poke
cho? v.n. removing s.t. stuck cf. tan cho’ = to remove
chong v.n. spoiling (plan) cf. tan chong = to spoil
chong n. umbrella cf. rong.
chongkhra n. cleft in lip
chongkhra n. anything split into two;
forked object
chongkhra n. hook on wall for
tawdy clothes
chii? n. clod; clump; cluster; nyay chit’ kdyin two clumps of soil
sod
chii? n. discarding;  rejecting; cf. dawng. cf. tan chu’= to discard
throwing away
chuklit a. muddy blong chiklit muddy road. cf. diiwri.
chiila n. Tibetan cow
chiingglay n. hook; weeding tool
chut v.n. poking with sharp point cf. tan chut= to poke
Chuway p.n. clan name in Anjaw district
chiiway n. mourning
chiiway cl. classifier for necklaces, fyik chiway mii, a bunch of threads
threads twisted
together, flexible things
chiin n. bosom; breast; ftits;
boobs
chhiin v.n. seizing cf. tan chhiin = to pick

9
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chiipmay n. sister used by sister to sister.
chiip V.. draining off liquid from cf. tan chiip= to drain
anything; straining
D.
da n. message this originally meant ‘wireless’ but has shifted
dada id. in full view dadd gyal miin he is running in full view
dadard n. doctor < Assamese
dak n. mail; letter < Assamese
dak bangla - dormitory < Assamese
dak biii n. post office < Assamese
dak rana n. postman ‘letter + runner’ English via Assamese
dal n. women’s wrapper
damdam n. fly sp. small, found in the forest, follows cattle
dang n. yard in length from Assamese
dangmik n. craft (bamboo and Poetic language. cf. riy glay.
glamik cane)
dat v.n. hearing kd dat miin [5? can you hear a voice?
daw n. assistance; hospitality; cf. tan daw = to assist
aid; help
daw hangi n. Oriental white-eye Osterops palpibrosus 545
(bird)
dawk n. attachment; connection; cf. tan dawk = to attach; to connect; to join
joining (like rope)
dawng Vv.n. throwing away  s.t. cf chi?. tan dawng = to throw away
large; chucking out
dawng n. yeast for beverage yeast water plays an important role in shamanic
ceremonies
dawng v.n. dehusking esp grains; cf. tan dawng = to dehusk; to pound
pounding
day v.n. cutting (esp with a dao) g1 k3 day ming 1 will cut with a dao
day v.n. attacking (esp with a
sword)
day v.n. squealing (esp pig) cf. tan day = to squeal
déweé a. crescent shape (like 3y géwé crescent moon
moon)
D3ga khdm P evil spirit like an
elephant that lives on
the plain
daha n. large-billed crow also t3ha. Corvus macrorhynchus
dahiim a. large (applies to any kdwiii d5hiim large pigeon
type of bird)
d3k n. belly; stomach
dsking n.p. hunger et. ‘stomach’ + ‘hunger’
dak kap n.p. starvation; famine
d3k khrat n.p. stomach pain;
throbbing

10
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dak k51 n.p. diarrhoea; dysentery kral=slipping
dak say n.p. stomach ache;
dyspepsia
d31 v.n. stamping on; trampling cf. tan dal = to stamp; to trample
on
ddm V.. assault; beating; attack  cf. tan dom = to assault; to beat
ddm v.n. remembering; recalling  cf. tom d5m byo mang will be remembered always
ddm v.n. striking; beating; cf. tan dom = to strike; to beat; to hit
hitting
d3n a. abundant; numerous; cf. asaw. shat don kam plenty of food is available
plenty; plentiful
dan kopa a. excessive cf. kahin kapa. used as exclamation meaning that’s too
much!
d3p n. beak
dara n. jar (traditional one); jug cf. thung
of brass; pitcher; pot;
vessel
daral n. pineapple Ananas comosus
daro n. finger-millet Eleusine coracana
daro pe’ n. baked food made of
finger millet
daro sti n. finger millet beer
D3riw kuw P deity responsible for
land
dd’ing n. ginger Zingiber officinale
dé’ow n. squirrel
dishi n. Deputy Commissioner < English
do v.n. saying ki do ming 1 will say

nyu tho shu you sg. say
wi’ dé miin he says
kin do yay we say
kichin do mang hak we two will say
win do mang taw they will say
do n. saying cf. tan do = to say
tan do khramang = need to be said
tan thit = to say
tan thit khramang = need be said
tan thit (go) khramang = need to proceed
dom = saying
wi’ dom = he is saying
win dom taw = they (many) are saying
wi’ chin dom ning = they (two) are saying

do tangay v.p. to implore; to plead; to et. to say repeatedly do 5 tongay tin miin it is required
beg to implore

do? V.. leaning cf. tan do’ = to lean

do? v.n. dying while climbing cf. tan do’ = to die while climbing

do’ v.n. standing up anything cf. tan do’ = to stand up
long (such as planks) at
an angle

dolal n. large swampy place;

11
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marsh; bog
dolal wa n. crane (bird)
dong! n. tree stump sang dong= stump of tree
dong? v.n. pressing down on s.t. cf. tan dong = to press
dong? v.n. getting  what  you dong sha ch3kd you got a lesson.
deserve
dong v.n. making a visit by applies to big rituals like Tano, Changgrang and Thiing.
invitation, especially in cf. tan dong = to make a visit
aritual context
Dong p.n. village in  Anjaw known because it is the first village to receive the sunrise
District in India
dorji n. tailor < Assamese
dré ching n. rhinoceros beetle 220777
dre n. tooth of a handsaw
a’ v.n. ridicule; sneering; cf. tan du’ = to ridicule
mocking
dw’ n. maggot
dad n. commercial, packaged < Hindi
milk
duk tan dong  v.p. to meet with a tragedy ~ duk < Assamese
ki duk tan dong som mang 1 have to face tragedy
dukan n. shop; godown; < Hindi
boutique
ddm n. piece of s.t.
dum cl. classifier  for  short g5,0 dum kafin five [short] pieces of wood
pieces of wood,
bamboo, cane
diim gara n. spice the plant resembles with fulsi, which is used in Hindu
temples
ding n. bamboo stemborer
diing way n. bamboo stemborer
powder
dari n. spoon, straight
diibbe n. bean sp. flat, green
diingwiing  id. describes flat objects hawan wan maphan kyong diingwiing dangwang  the
dangwang distorted in shape winnowing tray is distorted in shape
diwri a. muddy blong diiwri muddy road cf. chiiklit.
dyaw n. bird-trap
dyong n. fire-capped tit Cephalopyrus flammiceps 383
shangt
dyiimhya a. no amount; zero [coinage] dyiimhya mulang moka yung nothing amount
(proposed) not have me i.e. [ don’t have money
E.
p n. {)in; small container; tambya ép tobacco container
0X

12
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o.
3chom v.n. pushing (firewood into the fire) cf. t@ acham = to push
3chay v.n. asking for; requesting cf. ta achay = to ask for
3chi, chi n. water dialect variant for 51, #
3chung n. amusement; enjoyment; cf. ta achung = to be amused
entertainment;
merriment;  pleasure;
rejoicing; jubilation
3chiip n. younger brother’s term  Also dchiip
for his elder brother
shawng v.n. gathering;  collection; cf. ta 2hawng = to gather tsong shawng shu please gather
assembly people
Shawng v.n storing; earning; cf. ta shawng = to store. nyu pit shawng shu assemble
gathering; assembling; your books
husband; hoard
Shawng ndy  n.p. earnings; cf. 5phong =collected together
amalgamation; s.t.
collected together
dhawng ndy n.p. fund; savings
dpay
Shuw v.n. stealing; robbing; cf. ta shuw = to steal kahuw ko pit ohuw k5 The thief
thieving; burgling stole a book
5k3p v.n. turning over (baby) cf. 13 okap = to turn over sa 3k3p la baby has turned over
his body
dkha excl.  Let it remain!
akhrang a. tall; high; long song dkhrang tall tree. Does not apply to mountains,
which must be klong
skhuw n. head-dress of peacock feathers used as part of the dress of the
shaman
5kk3p n. pale-capped pigeon Columba punicea rare seasonal visitor 220
aklo’ n. bamboo sp.
akiing n. farm; field; agriculture;
tillage; cultivation
dkiing n. farmer
k3pam
akiing ta n.p. cultivation; tillage;
pam farming
akting ta n.p. burning the land after Sking = field talawng = to burn
lawng clearing trees
3kiing tarlit  n.p. clearance of large trees
in swidden cycle
skyiing a. light in weight kambat 3kyiing light cotton
kyiil n. sharpening; whetting cf. ta dkyiil to sharpen
dlong n. malaria; fever 5l5ng nat miin suffering with malaria
alit! v.n. altering; moving; cf. ta alit to alter
shifting; budging;
transforming
alit? v.n. bartering;  exchange; cf. ta alit = to exchange
trading
alu n. potato Solanum tuberosum. < Hindi
alut n. criticism; slander; cf. ta alut to criticise

13



Roger Blench and Sokhep Kri A dictionary of Kman Circulated for comment

Kman PoS English Comment
sneering; reproaching;
ridiculing; joke
ama’ v.n. forgetting cf. ta ama’ to forget
5mal v.n. distribution cf. ta amal to distribute
3mat v.n mistaking cf. ta amat = to make an unintentional mistake
5mawng n. caterpillar also mawng.
3man n. plum, cultivated
3mang n. name cf. Tawrd amang.
omang n. dignified person
k3nung
3may n. tail cf. ma’may. jami 3may cat’s tail
dmik n. sun
omik khlat n.p. sunrise
dmik klawng D-P- leprosy or other rotting diseases
3mik krée n.p. pipits Anthus spp. lit. ‘sun-chicken’ 674 ff.
Smik kwi n.p. pangolin Manis pentadactyla. et. ‘sun + dog’
3mik lung n.p. East et. ‘sun + source’. These are not used as directionals, but
as geographic expressions. amk ling taw lam amik khit
miin The sun rises in the East
dmik ngap n.p. sunset
omik riing n.p. afternoon
Smik rul n.p. sunbeam
Smik sam dir. West lit. ‘sun + set’. dmik sam yut lam dmik ngap miin The sun
sets in the West
dmuk n. monkey
omuk kdnga n. male monkey
Smuk naw n. female monkey
dmiing n. dream cf. ta omung to dream
3n dem.  this biiy 5n this house. pl. 5nsan
Snaw n. game; sport;
competition
dnawng n. main blocking stick in
loom
dndyu n. abuse; chiding; cf. ta andyu to abuse 3y dndyu ngs don’t insult me
admonishment;
insulting; rebuking;
scolding
anja dem. this (held in hand or very close; the speaker is pointing to it)
anja thong shit pén ook, this is a pen
dnsaw dem. like this nyu ansaw ay kat Don’t do it like this
ansan dem.  these
dnzaw n. mountain Also the name of Anjaw district in NE Arunachal
Pradesh
Snzaw kiw ~ D-p- peak; summit et. ‘mountain’ + ‘head’
5nga n. fish, generic
dnga n. face also angal.
3nga kiildp n. fish sp. lit. “turtle fish’ scale fish
5nga n. fish sp. lit. cowfish
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mantshuw
5nga nyat n. fish sp. spiny fish which bites
5nga riil n. fish sp. snakehead
3nga sit n. fish-roe
onga  tang v.p. looking for fish; fishing
hong
5nga n.p. fish sp. pointed mouth fish
yumb3y
angaw v.n. frying cf. ta angaw= to fry
Snggut v.n to speak about cf. ta anggut = to speak in indirect way. al snggit =
indirectly don’t speak indirectly
angal lam loc. in front of (person) angal lam ay tay don’t pass in front of me
Span v.n. tying loosely (as a food  ¢f. 17 3pan = to tie. cf. kré?, kan.
packet)
5pat v.n. bursting; explosion; cf. @ apat = to explode piing dpat la the bomb exploded
eruption
dpay n. money; cash;
banknotes; silver
opay pa’ n. silver necklace
5pay n. cock (chicken)
Sphaw v.n. drying in sun; cf. ta aphaw = to dry
desiccating
5phlat v.n. braiding; plaiting cf. ta aphlat = to braid
3pho’ n. shoulder apho’ hai kral shii keep it on your shoulder
Spishi n. office < English
apit n. waist strap of the loom
arang v.n. halting; awaiting; cf. ta@ srang = to wait
pausing; stopping
5rik t3ptw n. long-tailed shrike Lanius schach pest on crops347
aro’ V.. overtaking also taro’. cf. ta oro’ = to overtake
ariik n. scaly-breasted munia Lonchura punctulata 663
553 wa n. sunbirds cf. paypi. 650 ff.
asal v.n. turning  over  (flat cf. t@ asal = to turn over
objects)
3say v.n. steam cooking s.t. cf. ta dsay = to cook (steaming)
dsay v.n. waking up cf. ta asay = to wake up
Osa’ p.n. female spirit a female malevolent spirit lives in Osa glat which is in

the sky. The place is full of fun and enjoyment. So, the
soul (hang) of people are attracted towards that place. It
is believed that whosoever’s soul (hang) goes over to
Osa glat, they meet with an unnatural death.

3shap v.n. leaking cf. ta dshap = to leak

3shin n. support stick  for cf. ta ashin = to support (esp. creeper)
creeper

3shuw n. power; force; energy ashuw k3 gong shu pull with force

ashi n. elder brother addressed by younger sister

3stin wa n. blue-winged leafbird Chloropsis cochinchinensis 637

3siin v.n. placing s.t. on s.t. esp. cf. t@ dsiin = to spread cloth esp on floor
with cloth or mats

ata v.n. beckoning; calling with cf. ta ata = to beckon

finger; doing something
15



Roger Blench and Sokhep Kri A dictionary of Kman Circulated for comment

Kman PoS English Comment
with an action
atat v.n. inauguration; start; cf. ta atat = to start
initiation; beginning
atot v.n. tripping; stumbling cf. ta atat = to trip
5ty v.n. preparation of a loom cf. ta atay = to prepare loom
5tham v.n. cursing also athap cf. ta dtham = to curse
5thap n. chant only performed by katuwat.
5thap n. curse by ordinary people
ati, ti n. water also achi.
51 1l n. water snake; rainbow water + snake. Enhydris enhydris
51 jdrdy n. spotted forktail Enicurus maculatus and probably other forktails 607
5tT krapit n. common shelduck Tadorna tadorna lit. “water + duck’ 44
Stsaw v.n. making; preparing cf. ta stsaw = to make
3tsop v.n. keeping things tidy; cf. ta otsap = to arrange
arranging
5tsong V.. stacking; heaping; cf. td dtsong = to stack
piling
Stsut v.n. cooking cf. ta atsut = to cook
Stsiit v.n. counting cf. ta dtsiit = to count
atu n. mustard plant
dwa? n. forehead
5wal V.. ascending; mounting; cf. t@ dwal = to ascend; to climb sang ha’ wal shi climb
climbing on the tree
dwang n. rain dwang s6’ miin = it is raining
5wang gri’ NP heavy rain owang grii’ miin i t3y don’t go, it is raining heavily
awang n.p. drizzle dwang priin priin s0° miin it is drizzling
prinprin
3wat v.n. asking; requesting cf. ta owat = to ask
way 1. husband Also raway.
Swaysa n. male
owi d3k kral  n.p. dysentery, bloody owl k3 dk kral miin 1t is bloody dysentery
awi’ v.n. carrying at the side cf. ta swi’=to carry at the side
(like a bag)
3W0’ V.. being able to carry cf. ta owo’ = to be able to carry
3y v.a. negative imperative naw wi’ matiin 3y kat do not disobey mother.
dyaw n. waist ké dyaw ndy miin my waist is paining me
5y n. ancestor; generation 5yi griin = eighth generation
5yl n. dewlap B
Syuw v.n. happening when taboo cf. ta ayuw = to happen for not observing taboo
is not observed
ayut v.n. repeating  someone’s cf. ta syut = to repeat
word
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G.
il v.n. stepping cf. tang gal = to step
il v.n. leaving; quitting cf. tang gal = to leave maphan kraw rs gal ka shu leave
it, if it is bad
gal v.n discarding; rejecting cf. tang gal = to reject ki gal miing 1 reject it
gamang n. group leader gamang kahii’ liik let the leader come
2an n. yam Dioscorea spp.
gangwang a. circular; round béla gangwang round plate
gart n. car; vehicle; motor < Hindi
gat v.n reaping; harvesting cf. tang gat = to harvest, reap
gaw' cl. classifier  for  half 1,3 o4y k3yin two bamboo half-tubes
tubular shapes, bamboo
split lengthways
gaw? n. half-tube
gawk v.n germination; sprouting  cf. tang gawk = to germinate
gawa a. whole area gawd hong shii search the whole area
gawa a. zigzag; twisty; bendy blong gawa zigzag road
gay v.n. making friends with cf. tang gay = to make friendship
8.0.
aay! loc. next to; near (other chal gay hi’dy toy = don’t go near the mithun
things); close to; by
gay? n. jaw
g8 V.. coiling cf. tang gé = to coil up
g&wé id. zigzag; twisty cf. gawa
gad n. hump (animal) chal gadu = hump of mithun
galpa’ n. yak Bos grunniens < Tibetan
23l n. taro; arum Colocasia esculenta
g3ng v.n dragging; drawing cf. tang gang = to drag
(action); pulling;
tugging
gowi n. green pigeon, small Treron spp. Also kdwi 228 ff.
gdwi ddhiim  n. green pigeon, large Treron spp. 228 ft.
23y a. comic, funny; o3y /4y funny talk
humorous; jesting
2y n. humour; joke; fun; jest;
play
g3y t3 v.p. to speak humorously byo gay t3 katang maphan its not good to speak funnily
katang all the time
g3y kota a. humourless gay kata tsong = humourless person
gdy takrong  v.p. to make fun kiwi’ gay ay krang don’t make fun of me
gdylng n. pear A. naspati.
ghonta n. hour < Assamese
ghort n. clock; wristwatch < Assamese
gi V.. turning around cf. taing gi = to turn
gil v.n. drying by the fire cf. tang gil = to dry
gil n. cucumber Cucumis sp.
gil to’ n. melon
giwi gawa id. describes zigzag; gentle giwi gawa thay shit walk zig zag
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bends
gla cl. clgss1ﬁer for tsong gla kayin two people
beings
gla n. red mineral (ochre) used in the f5ka ceremony
gla? n. turning  over cf. tang gla’ = to turn over
object
glang n. Oriental honey-buzzard  Pernis ptilorhynchus 99
glang saw n. red giant flying squirrel  Petaurista petaurista
glat n. village; settlement
glat n. sunshine
glat 3say n. sunrise
glattd 3sdy  v.p. to rise (sun) glat t5 asay lawk la it is time for the sun to rise
Glaw p.n. lake near Wakro cf. Glaw tshaw = Glaw lake
glawk lam loc. behind; back cf. glawk lam hishii = come from the back
glawk n. back of s.t.; behind
glay v.n. hoeing; tilling cf. tang glay = to hoe
gldng n. pestle ctf. glong phay glong = pestle with mortar
glatglat id. sound of snoring cf. shat wan glst glst chan khlat miin food is boiling glat
glot
glong n. mortar
glw’ v.n. undressing cf. tang glu’ = to undress
gliigla id. describes kant kdchung glo glo miin the opium pipe is bubbling
gloglo bubbling glug glug
something
gliing glang ~ id. appearance anga gling glang miin the fish is gleaming under the
gleaming; water
(e.g. fish under water)
g0 sai n. textile design complicated design in women’s shawl
g0’ n. shoot of plant wa go’ = bamboo shoot
g’ n. cracking; cf. tang go’ = to crack
splitting
gobi n. cabbage < English via Hindi
gdm n. gum; glue; paste < English ‘gum’
gomsa n. muffler; scarf < Assamese
gong loc. beside; apart; also gai gong hi’ I5p shii sit apart
by
g00 n. plate; dish
£0’rong n. throat; larynx
gra n. knife
gra sa n. small knife
gram v.n. loading; burdening cf. tang gram = to put on a load; to burden
grim n. luggage gram kram shii carry the load
gram gray n.p. carrier; porter
gran v.n. endurance; cf. tang gran = to endure; to bear
suffering
gran n. fury; rage cf. tang gran = to be furious
grap v.n wrestling cf. tang grap = to wrestle
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grat v.n. tying up (animal); cf. tang grat = to tie
fastening; binding
grawk v.n. shaking; rattling; cf. tang grawk = to shake in the hands, s.t. hollow
vibrating
grdy n. worker; employee biiy gray = person engaged to do house construction
work gram gray = porter; person engaged to carry a load
gray sang n. tree sp. hard wood
gréng n. great hornbill Bucornis bucornis now extinct in this area 301
ardk n. cricket sp., cries all lives in loose soil
night
grdng V.. whimpering;  sighing cf. tang grong = to whimper; to groan.
(of ill person);
groaning; moaning
gray loc. near; close to; next to (only used near to rivers) 310 gray yut lawngglst ka miin
drift wood is available in the banks of Lohit
arap v.n. breaking s.t. round; cf. tang grop = to break kre sit grip la the egg has
smashing broken
grong v.p. putting on turban cf. tong grong = to put on
grong a. empty; void biii grong tha’ kaynw do not leave the house empty
grong! n. chest (of body)
grong? v. gripping with a claw; cf. tang grong = to grip
seizing; grasping
grilt, griit n. sugar-cane Saccharum officinarum
grikgro’ n. uncertainty; ambiguity; grikgro’ somla hi’ matzy nay 1 did not go because of
ambivalence uncertainty
grim v.n. wrinkling cf. tang griim = to wrinkle
grin’ v.n. aiming (esp with gun  ¢f s4n0 griin = to aim
etc.)
gran? v.n. garlanding; putting s.t. ¢f tang grun = to garland kriin gran shu = put on the
round the neck necklace
griin v.n. carrying; lifting; raising cf. tang grun =to lift sa grun shii carry the baby
grut v.n. applying; rubbing  cf. sang griit = to apply; to rub
roughly
grit v.n painting also pyo. ¢f. tong griit = to paint
griiw n. bean, black and grey Mishmi dal
glin n. fishing net
glin v.n loving; desiring; lusting cf. t3ng gun = to love
giinfi n. flying ant; termite
glng adv. for all; wunitedly; in ging kang pam yay lets do it together
unison; together
gung loc. within; inside; in gung litk thong shii check inside
gungli loc. inside gungli titw miin it is available inside
glip n. husk; shell
gusit v.n. complaining cf. tong gusit = to complain
gi(l) n. shirt; blouse gu khlap shii put on your shirt
giil bang n.p. clothes; material; fabric
glingliing id. desc.ribes . _many - k>maysa son kaching wan giingliing gonglong jong thaw
gonglong hemispherical objects

19



Roger Blench and Sokhep Kri A dictionary of Kman Circulated for comment

Kman PoS English Comment
mun the women are seen carrying utensils gingliing
gonglong
glingriing id. describes a  place s5 kra wan giingriing gongrong tree roots are giingriing
gongrong covered with thorny goéngrong
and curved objects
glirQi g&ré id. describes walking 3pa siii yiii né kb giirii géré tay miin my father is a drunk
awkwardly as if no-one and is walking giirii géré
else was on the road
glirling id. describes a moustache Panjabt son shamul chan giiriing gréeng long taw Sikh
garéng which turns up at the people are standing with their moustaches  giiriing
ends goréeng
ewil n. soft, slippery particle in
water
gyal V.. running cf. tang gyal = to run
gyal rat v.p. ﬂeeing;. escaping; g kyil miin hi’ gyal rat ka ta as the baby was following
scarpering he has to flee
gyan n. nerve; vein
gyap v.1. twinkling cf. tang gyap = to twinkle
gyat v.n. listening cf. tang gyat = to listen
gyaw n. artery
gyd’ v.n. melting, mixing; cf. tang gyo’ = to mix
blending
gyling v.n. selection; choice cf. tang gyung = to select
gylng n. valley; ravine
gylp v.n. falsehood; humbug; cf. tang gyup = to cheat
betrayal; cheating; gyup miing 1 am cheating
deception; fraud gyump taw they are cheating
wi’ chin gyump ning they two are cheating
H.
hat a. describes sour taste of. kha.
haz n. debt ha maka nya lang machawk no one lives without debt
ha kokha n.p. debtor
ha’ dir. upward; forward and up  opposite of liik. ha’ lam thay shii go upward
ha’, ha’ coll. group of people or gla kiissm ha’ group of three people
objects
hat v.n. flight; escape cf. ta, tang hat = to flee; to escape
hakuw n. rice, processed Oryza sativa cf. mang (paddy)
ham v.n. wearing (shoes) cf. ta ham = to wear. ts5ham ham shi. = wear your shoes
ham v.n. yawning cf. ta, tang ham = to yawn
hama n. bamboo sp. generally found in hill areas
hambey a. paralysed; immobile tsong hambey = paralysed person
hambong n. beeswax
hambram n. smallpox
hambril n. fish sp. also shambriil. This fish is considered to be the origin of
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weaving patterns among the Kman.
hambyiing n. banana; plantain Musa sapientium
hamul n. mantis also shamul t3phong. proverbial for measurement. The
mantis usually appears in the harvest season. When it
opens its forelegs, this is believed to predict how much
grain will be gathered.
handit n. special food only for gut hik handit t5 5tsut me special food should be cooked
the husband in guti
hangglat n. bee sp. small, nests in a hole in a tree. also sangglat.
hanggran n. Indian bullfrog Hoplobatrachus tigerinus.
hanggrd n. prawn
hanggyong  n. bee sp. or sanggyong.
hangkhrik n. green frog sp.
hangngiim n. marbled toad Bufo stomaticus.
hangglung n. courtyard hangglung phiun courtyard door
hangglut v.n. praising; sacrificing to  ta hangglut = to praise. Bro’ wi hangglut khram = the
household spirit must be praised. (refers to non stop
chanting of priest)
hanggy3ap num. thirty; 30
mu
hangjt n. mystical substance
found in the armpits of
Sin spirits
hapén n. shorts < English ‘half-pant’
hato’ n. thick block of wood
placed transversely
across the door
passageway
hawan n. winnowing tray
haynyam n. forest lizard and any Calotes jerdoni and C. emma
green lizard
hayrim n. blue fan throated lizard ~ Ptyctolaemus gularis
hént hént wa n. blue-winged siva Siva cyanoeuroptera 527
hakay V.. excluding; omitting cf. tang hakay = to exclude
hakrat v.n. leading; ruling cf. tang hakrat = to lead
hakun v.n. appreciation; cf. tang hakun = to appreciate
admiration
hakun n. praise
hakun ta v.p. to be appreciated hakun ta rawk byo massm appreciation do not always
rawk come
h3kung n. roof apex biiy hakung = house roof
hal v.n. having sex cf. ta hal - to have sex
h3lawk n. wave, medium (in a cf. t@ halawk = to produce waves
river) pan 3ti halawk miin raft produces waves in the water
ha13k v drawing (with pen) of. ta halsk = to draw
halat v.n. skinning; flaying an animal cf. tang halot = to skin
h3lo grigri n. striated bulbul Pycnonotus striatus or jikalo. 426
Halut p-n. May Hblat lay month of May
halyiim n. turmeric (spiritual) used by priest. A tiny piece of turmeric is chewed and
blown with whistling to mark the start of a ritual.
ham dir. northern or upward side cf. chiil.
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of an agricultural field
ha3ma V.. losing cf. ta homa = to lose
h3mawng! n. epilepsy; fits
h3mawng’ V.. being senseless after cf. 1a hamawng = to be senseless typically after smelling
taking a substance a certain white flower found in the jungle (also applies to
drug taking)
h3mbong n. toy gun traditional, made with fresh bamboo
hambuw n. large mat priests’ mat is kambring hambiw.
h3mbya n. bee sp.
h3m3k V.. being tasty; delicious; ta hamaok = to be tasty
savorous
hamiit n. happiness; JOY5  cf. ta hamiit = to be happy
jubilation; merriment
h3nawk n. pit trap for animals pit with sharp sticks on the path where animals pass
h3nda n. veranda handa hi’ [5p yay let us sit on the veranda
handaw n. hammer handaw k5 ziil shu hit it with a hammer
handay n. bee sp. lives in rocky areas
h3ndy n. forgiveness; pardon cf. t5 hanay = to forgive
hanjak v.n shaking (e.g. a tree) cf. 3 hanjak = to shake
hanul v.n. instructing; ordering cf. 5 hanul = to instruct
hangit adv. day after tomorrow ki hangit rawng ro hu’ ming 1 will come day after
rawng tomorrow.
hanggi wa n. olive bulbul lole virescens 424
h3p v.n. covering; closing; (small container) cf. ta hop = to cover
shutting
h3pa n. collaboration; co- nyu wi’ hdpa ming 1 will collaborate with you
operation
h3pa n. wall of inner corridor #hdpa dong hi’ I5p shu sit along the side wall
where animal skulls are
displayed
h3pa’ v.n. slapping cf. ta hapa = to slap
hdp rill n. blind snake
hapi n. Mishmi flying squirrel ~ Petaurista mishmiensis.
h3pin n. partition wall (facing
corridor)
haraw n. plant which grows in
clusters
haraw n. frog, edible, seasonal haraw is a plant which grows in clusters pp. 40-45
cangkhang
hatay v.n. ridiculing;  sneering;  cf. 15 h51ay = to make fun of
mocking; making fun
of
hatdy a.l. very can also qualify adverbs. maysa hatoy kasiit the girl is
very beautiful
hawal n. bamboo sp.
hawan v.n. being easy; simple ¢f. ta hawan = to be easy. tan thit hawan an easy journey
h3wyin v.n. spinning; tWining;  cf. 15 hawyin = to spin
braiding; plaiting
h’Iuy n. piece of material that
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covers the genitals of
children
hingmu num. thousand; 1000
ho’ n. contribution  (money,
property)
ho’ a. false; untrue; /4o’ lay a false statement
misleading;
ho n. shell; carapace changkhran ho’ = crab shell
hong V.. committing a crime cf. td hong = to commit crime
hong v.n. searching; seeking cf. ta hong = to search
hopa n. large bamboo, cane
plate
ha’ v.n. coming; arriving ta hu’ = to come
hai kaning  n. vulture spp. Gyps bengalensis, G. himalayensis 105-107
huild n. hoolock gibbon Hoolock leuconedys.
huktm n. judgment; order; < Assamese
proclaimation
hiimbai n. pair
hiimbram n. food from fermented
soya beans
hiing n. neck
Hunghan n. strong man a character in a folktale which tells about the existence of
giant man in the earth who was physically very strong.
Along and Phiphay are two more characters who were
also physically very strong.
hiinghang n. rafter supporting the
roof
hing plo’ n.p. beheading cf. hitng td plo’ = to behead.
hiing ta plo”  v.p. to behead hiing plo’ ka k2 he has beheaded him
hilp v.n. covering body with a (¢ g atowel) cf. t3ng hilp = to cover
small cloth
hiiliil v.n. stumbling; tripping cf. t5 hiiliil= to stumble
hiw v.n. emission (smoke) cf. tong hilw = to emit
hwi v.n. striking; beating; cf. tong hwi = to strike
hitting
hwi v.n. hunting cf. ta hwi = to hunt
hwil v.n. digging with the hands  cf. tong hwiil = to dig
hwiit n. smoke; steam; vapour cf. may hwiit = fire smoke. 5ti hwiit = steam
hyling n. bone-marrow
I
K3y n. gharial Gavialis gangeticus
n n. selection; voting; cf. ta in = to select
nomination; preferring;
choosing
il n. crocodile Crocodiles other than the gharial are not found in this
region, so they are only known indirectly. Note: i7
becomes short in compounds
ng n. ear
ing phlay n.p. earlobe
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ing s3n n.p. ear-ring
ng siit n.p. ear ornament, tubular
Iphit n. rainbow
iskdl n. school < English ‘school’
it n. enemy, opponent;
antagonist
1t tampuy v.n. raiding; attacking it tampryy maphan raiding is bad.
J.
jada n. magic < Hindi
jal n. comb of cock krée jal = comb of cock
jal v.n. loosening; untying (esp rope) cf. tan jal = to loosen
jal v.n. swimming cf. tan jal =to swim
jalat n. skink, generic
jami n. cat cf. Idu jami ‘yak’
jaw n. basket
jawpap 1. sin; crime;  poetic language. cf. ngardy.
lawapap transgression
j3rdy n. Asian koel Eudynamys scolopaceus. This bird has played an
important role in Kman folklore and among other
achievements saved the Kman area from being
hammered down by the giant, Driiku. However, also
identified as the blue whistling-thrush, a quite different
bird 249
jardy chhing n. spangled drongo Dicrurus hottentotus 356
jthd mang n. drongo cuckoo Surniculus lugubris 248
jila n. district < Hindi
jimik n. lock; key
jins n. jeans < English
jinggald n. large hoe
jipay n. grasshopper sp.
Jirt jara id. describes s.t. rough- lawng jiri jara rock jiri jara (sharp)
edged; sawtoothed;
sharp like broken rocks
JIrT jere id. describes things smaller bela jiri jéré = plate jiri jére (scalloped edge)
than jirt jara
jirting n. caterpillar sp.
jisha n. cinnamon
jiwati’ n. red-whiskered bulbul; Pycnonotus jocosus or chiwatii’. and other bulbuls such
coal tit as the red-vented bulbul P. cafer. 418 or Periparus ater
or chiwatii’. 379
jone wa n. black-chinned yuhina Yuhina nigrimenta 539
jong v.n. carrying on the head cf. gram tan jong = to carry load on head
jong v.n. putting on (cap) shuwa tan jong = to put on cap
juk n. housefly Also mosquito [!]
juk n. mosquito Also housefly
jiik byt n. fly sp. Found in toilets?
juk n. fly sp.
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chonggrong
jlik phiin n. fly sp. comes around the face in large numbers
jiik tam n. fly sp., small, black and found in mountain areas
yellow stripes
jiil v.n. repayment cf. tan jiil, tan tshap = to repay
jul V.. tightening cf. tan jul = to tighten
juld jala id. describes a large sharp sut jiilii jald phay thaw’ miin. they have swords jiili jila
objects
jim v.n. making a  bundle cf. tan jum = to pack
(cloths, leaf, paper)
jiin jo’ n. last one jiin jo’ ndy mdkhra than miin r3 1 am fine with being the
last one if things get done.
jom janeé a.p. ancient Jjum jane is a Tawrd name for a deity, though this is used
w3y in Kman expressions. jiim jané way chatong an ancient
object. Note this precedes the head noun
jimd jamam  id. describes an untidy jimii jamam chan long taw the people standing there
beard have beards sticking out jiimii jamam
jurd jara id. describes  a  place  plong yir lawng wan jiird jGrd kamiin rocks are scattered
E?:c?erflibjglttsh sharp- Jjiirdi jard all throughout the road
ilip v.n. subtraction; reduction  ¢f. 445 jiip = to reduce
K.
ka V. be there; be present; (inanimates only) related to the verb stem khd, occurring
exist in dkha.
ka miin its avalable
kam its available
akha phii let it be there
kakha phii let it be there
td khat to be available
ka n. voice; sound; noise ka dat miin [5 ? can you hear a voice?
ka’ v.n. lying down; reposing cf. ta (tong) ka’ = to lie down
kahom n. pillow sang kaham wooden pillow
kahin a. much; many; plentiful; bily hdy tsong kahin chawnk taw there are many people
abundant inside the house
kahin kopa  a. excessive; too much shat kahin k3pa excessive food
kaho’ sit n. berry sp.
kahow n. thief; robber; burglar
kaka n. bottom tray over a kaka ha’ kral shu put it on the kaka tray
hearth
kakap loc. lying at the front on the kakap lam khap miin he is lying at the front on the ground
ground
kaldng n. plain (flat place) Also kambl
ka’lang a. heavy; ponderous gram hatoy kad 'long load is very heavy
kalip phiin n. backyard door kalip phitn lam hu’ shi come through backyard door
Kam V.. being; existing cf. ka, kha.

shat ka miin I5 ? is food available ?
an ka khda tsong he is a wealthy person
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nyii way dpay kam [5 ? do you have a money ?
K3m n. job; cf. ta kam = to work. also kam ta kat.
employment;
occupation
kimksphi ~ np-  employer
kam ta kat v.p. to work
kamaw n. soul which leaves the body at death and travels to Kamaw glat
the abode of dead people
Kamaw glat P abode of the dead
ka’may unhusked grain
kambat n. cotton Gossypium spp.
kambe n. noisy person
kambang a. dark; gloomy; obscure  nga kambsng dark night
kambang a. blind tsong kambang blind person
kambay n. goat
kambdy sa ~ n.p-  kid (goat)
Kambi’ p.n. malevolent spirit connected with the buffalo, #5/uy, which lives in a
muddy place
kambing a. east-west orientation biiy kambing east-west house
kambing a. of equal height hay ra kambing both sides are of equal height
kambli a. smooth blong kambli a smooth road
kambli n. plain Also kalong.
kambliy quant. aggregate; total; whole nyi manda kambliy ayla don’t take the whole thing for
of; everything yourself
kambaol n. blanket < Assamese
kambong n. seasonal bird cf. ndamwa khrawa.
kambong n. unprocessed beer made from fermented rice of ritual importance. The
katuwat may require this to be prepared to treat a specific
disease
kambra td3 v.p. to speak clearly sanrat nay kambra ts katang always speak clearly
katang
kambran adv. quickly; kambran thay shi Go quickly!
rapidly; fast
kambriing n. highest category also kambring
shaman
kambriing n. sitting block made of a bamboo half-tube used as a seat for the priest
karay
kambriing n. priests’ corner of room
mal
kambiii n. traveller;
wanderer
kambung n. cuckoo 241 ft.
kambyat a. kind; _ tsong kambyat kind person
sympathefuc; Poetic language ya iy
empathetic
kambyat ta V-P- to pity; to love; to be sa khrung wi’ kambyat ta nang be affectionate to children
\ affectionate;
nang
warm
kamda n. arrowhead
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kamay n. neighbourhood Poetic usage khay kamay
kamay n. cloud
kamdy bim  a. cloudy tongit kamdy biim miin today is cloudy
kamdy hwit - mist; fog; haze
kamik a. fragile; delicate; song kamik a delicate wood. also kantsham
frangible; brittle
kamnyaw a. pliable; flexible bréng kamnyaw flexible rope
kamphay n. catfish sp.
kamphlang  a. flat (forehead, rocks) owa’ kamphlang a flat forehead
kamphliing  a. white tapha’ kamphliing a white wall
kamuk n. pigsty; space under the
house for pigs
kamung n. dream kamung t5 omung = to dream a dream
Kamit n. noise; sound; racket eg. kamiit ta kat to make noise
kamat ta kst~ v.p. to make a noise kamiit ta kat mdphan it is bad to make a noise
Kan n. sulphur used in
gunpowder
Kan v.n. binding medium cf. tang kan = to bind, tie.
tightly;  dressing a
wound; tying (e.g. a
bundle of wood)
kanchhdk a. moist;  damp;  wet; bang kanchak wet cloth. cf. kandyung
soaked; soggy;
drenched
kandam miiT  num.  sixty; 60
kandang n. plain weaving designs
kane n. copper kane brang copper wire
Kandi p.n. February
kandong a. north-south orientation, biiy kandong north-south house
vertical
kandong n. button
kandum n. large-eared pika Ochrotona macrotis.
kandiing n. middle tray over hearth
kandyung a. moist;  wet;  damp;  pang kandyiing a wet cloth cf. kanchhdk
soggy; soaked;
drenched
kang part. for
kangit loc. other side of the river kangit hi’ thay liik go to the other side of the river
kant n. opium <?
kant n.p. opium pipe
k3chung
kanjt n. nettle sp. gives fibre (tatsha) for making clothes
kanjul a. pointed gra kanjil pointed knife
kanthi n. muscle
kanthting n. basket hung on edge of kaka (tray above hearth).
kantsham a. fragile; delicate; song kantsham delicate wood. Also kamik
frangible; brittle
kantshing a. cold; chilly; freezing bawng kantshing cold wind
kantw mu num. seventy; 70
kanzal loc. our side of the river ki glat kanzal ra my village in on our side of the river

(opposite of kangit)
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kanzawk a. raw kwi shin kanzawk thdm miin dog is eating raw meat
kanzay a. solid; hard lawng hatdy kanzay stone is very hard
kanzay n. singer (for non
religious purposes)
kanggran n. small, black frog sp. found in perennial streams
kang part. for anit ka ki kang shat tamp k> mother has served food for
me. dn shat nyi kang this food is for you
kang n. doer; s.o. who does s.t. kang gyal = runner
(does not stand alone)
kang grap 0P wrestler lit. doer + wrestling + person.
tsong
kang gyat n.p. listener
MORE
kang gyup n.p. cheat; liar; fraudster
ka-nga(l) adv. lying on the back on the ka-ngal lam ka’ shii you lie touching your back to the
ground ground
kanggt n. falcon; hawk
kanggl ming n. Eurasian sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus sings in the farming season 120
byil
kanggraw num.  eighty; 80
mu
kap v.n firing; shooting cf. ta kap = to fire
kapat a. fast.din mind and body;  ss6ng kapat fast person
rapi
kar n. dhole/wolf (wild dog) Cuon alpinus
ka’sal a. red kré ka’sal red chicken
kasak n. soot; lampblack kaka hay kasak phak tha’ nay the kaka (tray above hearth)
has gathered soot
ka’shang a. straight; direct blong ka?shang straight road tsong ka’shang good person
kashap n. roof; thatch
kat
katsdp adv. indal disciplined way;  gazssp ta shok kasiit to live in a disciplined way is good
orderly
katsdp a. sincere; well-behaved; sa katsop well-behaved child
tidy; disciplined
katsi a. obedient sa katsi obedient child
kaw v.n agreement; accord;  ¢f yang kaw = to agree
assent; obedience
kaw 1. husband’s father; \ife will use this to the father of her husband n3y = wife
father-in-law to mother of her husband
kaw ndy n. in-laws
kawa a. deaf; foolish; stupid; tsong kawa stupid person
idiotic; dumb; mute
kawataldt VD to become stupid bajar hay rd kawa ta I5t sdm miin 1 became stupid in the
market
ka’lang n. field; meadow; plain also kawlong
kawlang n. field; meadow; plain also ka’long
kawng v.n be lasting; continuing; cf. ta kawng = to last. k5 kawng = lasting person
persisting
kay v.n. felling; cutting down; cf. ta kay = to fell
chopping down
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kayktr’ id. describes zigzags; blong kayki’ kayko’ zigzag road
kayko’ sharp bends
kaytr’ id. describes a curving blong kayti’ kaytyo’ curving road
kaytyo’ pathway
ka’ylim a. black bang kayiim black cloth
kayut n. assistant to the shaman  kambring kayut hong miin the priest (kambring) is
looking for assistant (kayut)
keébang n. council; meeting; < Adi
assembly
kerela n. bitter gourd < Kerala
K3 conj.  and; with; as well bajar tdyné kd hakuw shiip ming 1 will go to market and
buy rice.
K part. by shat ki k> sha ki the food has been eaten by me
K conj.  but; although wi’ hit’'ming do neé ko ma hu’ he said he will come but he
did not
ka conj.  after; when 13y ne ka tambla may don’t return back after you have left
mangit nay ka 53ydo don’t say when you don’t know
k3 chdthong  n. coward; fearful person
k3 chong n. spoiler; person who
acts with bad intentions
k3 chiriw n. person without focus,
who does things
without planning
k5 3hawng - collector
k3 31t n. backbiter;  slanderer;
libeller
k3 3naw n. competitor; opponent
ka gusit n. objector; litigant;
plaintiff
k3 h3krat n. leader; ruler
k3 hapa n. collaborator
k5 hong n. criminal
k3 hi’ n. visitor
k3 in n. elector; voter
k3 katang n. speaker
k3 khri n. sufferer
k5 kiiwan n. sad person
k3 kiiwadn ta v.p. to disappoint k3 kiiwan ta kot maphan it is bad to disappoint someone
kat
k3 la n. receiver; person who also k5 than
gets s.t.
k3 ling n. learner; apprentice;
imitator
k5 fin n. advisor
K3 1o’ n. lender
k3 m3y n. dancer
k3 nat n. ill, sick person; patient  tsong kanat sick person
k3 nat khraw la the sick person has recovered
k3 niing n. person who controls a

workforce; employer
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k3 pam n. cultivator; farmer
k3 pat n. pretender
k3 phly’ n. jumping person
k3 prap n. lunatic; madman
k3 rup v.n. collaborator cf. tong(ta) rup = to collaborate
K5 sat n. murderer; killer;
assassin
k3 say n. author; writer
k3 shiip n. customer; buyer;
purchaser
k3 shyok n. inhabitant; resident
k3 t3song n. messenger
k3 3k n. mathematician
k3 than n. receiver; person who also k5 la
gets s.t.
k3 thal a. fractured rok ko thal fractured bone
k3 thal n. breaker; smasher sang kathal wan.wi’ it is he who broke the wood
k3 tiin n. needy person
k3 to’ v.n. obstacle; blockage; cf. ta ka3 to = to block
obstruction
k3 wyit n. seller; trader
kacha loc.  other; separate (place)  5cha hi? I5p shal sit in the other place. Also lang.
kacha a.p. independent minded kacha kantshiim tsong independent minded person
kantshiim
kadchawng a. mean; miserly tsong kdchawng mean person opp. thal ram kachawng
tsong mean like an otter (otter is compared to mean
person)
k3chan a. seriously [ill] ndt kachan seriously ill
k3chang n. large two-headed drum
beaten to accompany
dances and ceremonies
kachung n. smoking pipe, any also wayglong.
material
kacung n. utensil
k3ling
kdriim a. dark red kyiik kariim dark red thread
k3’im n. water gourd
k3kaw a. patient; obedient; kwi kokaw obedient dog
faithful
kakray a. poor; indigent; destitute 456 k5khr3y poor person
kala! n. officer; high ranking
person
kala n. European officer ‘officer’ + ‘white’. Also used for Europeans in general
kamphliing
k3loph(y)a n. red-headed trogon Harpactes erythrocephalus 286
kamay n. wife; spouse Used only by husband
kamay hal n. new bride
kdmay naw I woman who has had a
child
komay talat  v.p. to marry; to wed kamay ta lat matin there is no need to marry
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komay talat  v.p. to snatch the wife of mikamay talst maphan its bad to snatch another’s wife
s.0. else
komay ta . to buy a wife chal k3 kdmay ta shiip [you can] buy a wife with a
shiip mithun
kamay ta v.p. to negotiate for a wife chal chawnk ra kamay ta pharay shu if there’s a mithun
pharay negotiate for a wife
komay tang v.p. to divorce kamay tang gal matun to need to divorce a wife
gal
k3mat a. poisonous; toxic; riil kdmat poisonous snake; venomous snake shat kdmat
venomous toxic food
kam bliin n. teacher kam bliin tsong = teacher
kam3 nay c.m. although; even if; shan madka komd nay tahn’ hdmang you must come even
though if you have nothing to offer
kdmdy sa n. female; woman
kamiit 1. prohibition; taboo tongit kamiit today is taboo day
k3na n. fence outside house
kona’ v.n. say goodbye
k3nan' n. forest; wild land; bush;
jungle
k3nan? loc. outside nyu kanan hi’ thay litk you go outside
kanang a. old (person) tsong kanang old person
kana’ v.n. bidding farewell t5 kona? = to bid farewell
kandang a. firmly fixed tallawng kandang firmly fixed pillar
kanay loc. near; nearby; closed cf. gay. nyti kandy hi’ man shu you stay nearby
kandy v.n. observing;  following cf. t5 kanay = to observe taboo
(esp taboo)
k3ngaw n. great barbet Megalaima virens 303
kangit a. wise; learned;  45ong kangit wise person
intelligent; clever; sage
kép‘ v.n. starvation; starving td kap = to starve k3 kap = starved person
kapa a. thin; slim pit k3pa thin piece of paper
k3phlang n. s.t. full wan lily 211 kaphlong that cup is full of water
k3pkung n. dove sp. (seasonal bird) identified as Andaman cuckoo dove, but this is not
possible
kaplak quant. whole; all; entire also chapuy
shat kaplok sha kashii you eat all the food
kapra a. wealthy; rich; tsong kdpra wealthy person
prosperous
kapra katay  id. wealthy man Tata wan kapra katay Tata is a very wealthy man
karay n. block for cutting meat B - ey Ty
karay n. priest’s seat made of a
half-tube of bamboo
kara conj.  and hu’ ne kara thay kalo he came and went
karap a. narrow blong karap narrow road. also kariw
karong n. ceiling
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karong n. top tray over hearth
ksrongpla I transverse beams , bamboo or wood
karung n. basket for chickens
karung a. difficult; hard; say tan tho? hatdy karung to weave designs is very
troublesome; . . . .
disadvantaged difficult tan thit karung difficult journey
karaw a. little; narrow blong kariiw narrow road also karap
karlly n. sorcery by one person priest either k5tuwat, kambring or outsiders to the Kman
against another community. Makes the victim ill or suffer in another
way.
kasal a. dry; dessicated sang kasal dry wood
k3sawk 1. deer cf. tasawk.
k3sawng n. spring trap for large
animal
k3san a. empty; unoccupied biiy k3san empty house
k3sat n. s.t. trapped kasawng lii sin kdsdt tha’ an animal is trapped in a
kasawng trap
k3say n. snowline; region of
permanent snow
kasha n. generic term for spirits  also all types of inedible large or dangerous animal, such
as the tiger and the gharial
k3sha phun  n. first door in a door of the spirits
traditional house
k3shik 1o’ n. companion; friend;
mate
k3shik sa n. child
k3shyung a. weak; lean; emaciated;  ss5ng ksshyiing weak man
feeble
k3si n. espionage
k3sT kakat n.p. spy
k3sung n. winter kasting rat krong miin it is cold during winters
kasut a. oily; fatty; greasy shin kasut oily meat
k3siil n. fish sp. scaly fish
k3sil kala n. fish sp. larger size scaly fish. Assamese rohu mas.
k3siit ta  v.p. to get a point well; to Iay kasiit ta nyan understand well what is said
nyan fully understand
kasit  tan v.p. to like; to love kasiit tan tshiim kraw byo always like each other
tshiim
kat v.n. acting; doing cf. ta kat to act. k5t shi do it
katang v.n. speaking cf. 13 katang = to speak
katom n. barn; godown; granary;
store
katang wa n. lesser, greater racket- Dicrurus remifer, D. paradiseus 354, 357
tailed drongo
katang a. deep atl k5tong deep river
kathaw n. nail (metal, hard
objects)
kato’ n. hindrance;  stopping; cf. t5 kato’ = to prevent
resistance; impedance;

prevention; opposition;
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detention; obstruction

K5t0° n. genitals

k3tong n. bridge, general term

katsawng n. wheat

katsawk n. thigh

katso’ a. hard (metal) tanggwi katso’ hard metal

katsut n. cooking t5 katsut = to cook

katun a. incomplete; N0t 5pay katiin not enough money
enough; in deficit;
needy; insufficient;
inadequate

katlin n. largest size cane basket phawi small size cane basket for female nyii medium
for women size cane basket for female

katyung n. wild cats, generic

kdwawngsa n.p. orphan

k3wawng n. widow; widower

kawak a. mature song kawak mature tree

kawiii n. ashy-headed green Treron p phayrei 227, also gawiii
pigeon

k3ysdy adv. urgently kré wan kdyssy tun miing 1 am in need of chicken

urgently

kayuw a. small pahong kayiuw small horse

kayuk a. suppressed; tsong kayuk downtrodden person
downtrodden

kha n. having a sour taste cf. ha. pawa kha miin Mishmi tita tastes sour.

khajaru n. ant sp.

khan V.. showing cf. tang khan = to show

khandzong — 1- Himalayan striped T, arniops maclellandi also khramdzong.
squirrel

khap n. lid; cover (vessel) cf. ta khap = to cover

khat v.n. elopement cf. ta khat = to elope

khay n. larvae softer than khing sometimes eaten

khay k33m - larvae, large k5°am 1s the water-gourd

khal n. ditch; drain; channel;
trench; furrow

khdp v.n. turning over (vessels); cf. td khap = to turn over. Also khl6’
turning upside down;
inverting

khdp v.n bending; curving; cf. ta khop = to bend khap né ko hu’ shu come here
crouching bending

kh3roshi n. expenditure < Assamese

khilt n. nail (metal) < Assamese

khing n. larvae feed on rotten wood

khla v.n. weeding cf. ta khla = to weed

klang n. horizontal beam
supporting roof

khlap n. wearing (cloth); - ¢f. 1a khiap = to wear

dressing; wrapping
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khlé khlé wa n. greater rufous-headed Psittiparus ruficeps Also the lesser rufous-headed
parrotbill parrotbill, Chleuasicus atrosuperciliaris. 543
khi3t v.n rising (esp. of sun) cf. ta khlot = to rise
khI3t n. spring (water)
khlo® V.. turning over a vessel S0 ¢f. 14 khl6’= to turn over. Also kh3p
the contents fall out;
inverting
khlo’ n. large bamboo tube used kklo’ hdy 3ti po ch bring water in bamboo tube
to store water
khlang n. wing
khlong v.n. tearing off; ripping cf. tong(ta) khlong = to tear off
kho’ V.. cutting into  small cf. tang kho’ = to cut up
pieces; dicing;
chopping up
khorgos n. hare Lepus nigricollis < Assamese
khra n. needing; wanting; cf. ta@ khra = to need
requiring
khra v.n. dismantling of anything cf. t@ khra = to dismantle
well built
khra’ n. sputum; phlegm; spittle
khram v.n. decaying; rotting; cf. td khrdm = to decay
decomposing
khram v.n. deciding on the price of cf. ta khram = to decide on the price
S.t.
khram shaw  n. wild green leaf
khrat n. pain
khraw v.n. recovering from illness; cf. ta khraw = to recover
being cured; healing;
getting well
khray v.n. telling; informing s.o. cf. ta khray = to inform
S.t.
khray tam v.p. to remind s.o0. of s.t. khray tam bla hamang torawng r3 remind me tomorrow
bla
khraw n. fish sp. big fish
khre n. tax < Tibetan
khray n. jealousy within couples cf. ta khray = to be jealous (between husband and wives
or lovers)
khr3n v.n. kneeling cf. ta khran = to kneel
khrdp n. cord denoting
traditional invitation
khr1 n. suffering; pain; hurt cf. ta khri = to suffer
khfi n. bran; chaff khri k3 katsut shit cook with bran (khri)
khringkhring id. describes sound of sayksl wan khringkhring chsn gyal miin the bicycle is
metals striking one going khringkhring
another
khrip v.n. threshing cf. ta khrip = to thresh
khrit v.n. grinding on a stone; cf. ta khrit = to grind; to pulverise
pulverising; crushing
Khrone p-n. name of a deity referred
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to in older texts but not
currently recognised
khrone nem M- moral or behavioural
code of the Kman
khriik v.n. whipping with stick cf. ta khriik=to whip
khriin v.n. contributing cf. ta khrun = to contribute
khriin v.n. pulling; dragging (esp cf. ta khriin = to pull
ropes)
khrat n. current in a river
khrat adv. strongly; loudly khrit ka k3tang shu speak loudly, strongly
khrat v.n. stabbing; piercing cf. ta khrut = to stab
khriiw n. yellow-throated marten ~ Martes flavigula
khraw n. brass pot
khray v.n. shaking gently cf. ta khruy = to shake
khrik v.n. gnawing (like a rat) cf. tang khriik = to gnaw
khriy v.n touching cf. ta khrily = to touch
khiim n. cricket sp.
khim dong  n. grasshopper sp.
khting v.an. knocking - (esp. O of tang khiing =to knock
door)
khiing v.an.  playing; beating (esp. cf. rang khiing = to play
gong)
khiiwang n. pond; well; pool; lake
khiip v.n. bending over; stooping; cf. tang khiip = to bend
crouching
Khwiit n. bamboo weeding tool
khyam v.n. touching gently with cf. tang khyam = to touch
the hand
khyap n. field hut to rest in when farming
khyam n. Mishmi takin Budorcas taxicolor
khydt n. trap for large animal cf. tang khyat = to lay trap
khyok 1. copper
% pron [; me; my ki biiy t5y ming 1 will go home
k1 v.n. rotation; going round in cf. tang ki = to rotate
a circle
kichin pron.  we two (dual) kichin iskil t5y mang hak we two will be going to school
kikaw n. white-throated Garrulax albogularis Also mdkaw. 501
laughingthrush
kikyo wa n. stripe-throated yuhina Yuhina gularis 537
ki pron.  we (inclusive) kin w3y gari maka we don’t have a car
ktnwi’ pron to us (exclusive) kin wi’ phi shu give it to us
Kip n. centre; middle cf. talay.
kiraning n. clerk < Assamese
kiwi’ pron.  me; to me dative pronoun
kla adv.  quickly; rapidly; fast; 117 thay shit Go quickly! also phé phé
klam a. distant;  far  away; Lasa wan hatoy klam Lhasa is very far away
remote
klam lik loc. far down klam liik thay shu ning you all go far down
klawng n. insect, general
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klawng sdp - silkworm
kI’ V.. making porridge cf. tang kle’ = to make porridge
klat V.. sprain; dislocation cf. tang kit = to get a sprain
Klo’ n. rope bridge, straight,
‘twin’
klong! a. high (mountains) anzaw klong high mountain
klong? v.n. preparing drinks (such as tea and coffee) cf. tang kiong = to prepare
klong cl. classifier for flat things, Iap klong kayin two leaves
leaves
klong n. heifer (female) cf. mantshiuw klong = female cow
kliing may n. common green magpie  Cissa chinensis 365
k5?2, ko? a. useless; valueless;
’ pointless; inane
ko’ lay n. nonsense; useless talk
ko’ t3 sdm v.p. to become useless ko’ ta som hi’ kam aykat don’t do useless work
kodam n. godown; store; granary  <Hindi
ko’dyang n. tree frog, generic
kolom n. pen < Hindi kalam originally Latin
k(‘)_me'l_y n. bamboo shoot Poetic language. cf. waa go?.
mawong
kong V.. keeping s.0. without = ¢f. 1ang kong = to keep someone without food
food; starving
kong  bay adv. three days from now kong bay rawng ra darat hii’shit you come here in three
rawng days time
kopat n. fate; destiny; fortune; < Assamese
luck
kopat kata a.p. unfortunate; unlucky
kopat mdka  a.p. unfortunate; unlucky
kosha n. ruddy shelduck Tadorna ferruginea In cases of one-sided love between
husband and wife, if a third person arranges that they
drink water in which the feather has been stirred, or
consume food, they will resolve their problems. 44
kra a. large ~ (applied 0 z557m krd large bush pig
animals)
kra a. under construction  biiy krd = house under construction
(house)
kral v.n. putting down; cf. ta kral = to put down
unloading
kram v.n. carrying a load on the cf. tang kram = to carry
back
kraw v.n. drying over the fire cf. tang kraw = to dry s.t.
kre n. chicken; fowl; hen
kre 3pay n. cock; rooster
kre jama’ n. centipede sp.
kré naw n. mother hen
kre pit n. duck, general Anas spp. typically Anas platyrhynchos. 48 ft.
kre sa n. chick
kram n. burial; interment cf. tang krom = to bury
krang a. clever; smart; sa krang clever child

36



Roger Blench and Sokhep Kri A dictionary of Kman Circulated for comment

Kman PoS English Comment
intelligent
krang v.n doing cf. tang krang = to do
krang n. horn chal krang = mithun horn
krap v.n. sewing cf. tang krap = to sew
krdp n. having an unripe taste gdyung krap miin the plum tastes unripe
(green apple etc.)
kit v.n. laughing; chuckling cf. tang krit = to laugh ki krit ming 1 will laugh krit miin
taw they are laughing
krit tam v.p. to smile
brom
krint n. laughter krint taw dat miin 1 can hear people laughing
Krong p.n. clan name
kro’ V.. delivering a child cf. tang kro’ = to deliver
kro” n. tying; WIapping;  cf. 1ang kro = to wrap, tie. cf. 5pan, kan
binding (very tightly)
krd a. empty (pack) biskiit kro” empty packet of biscuits
krong cl. classifier for  biii krong kdtam six longhouses
longhouses
krong a. cold (air, weather) kasung rat krong miin its cold during winter
krong v.n. feeling cold cf. tang krong = to feel cold
krong miin 1 feel cold
krii n. fish nest
krun v.n wearing (necklace) cf. tang kriin = to wear
kriin n. necklace
kriin brat n. bead; necklace; locket
kriing n. measurement  (length cf. tang krung = to measure
etc.)
krip n. cane box for storage of valuable goods
kay n. sweeper kitytyongsha mal kwiit miin a sweeper is cleaning the
tyangsha room
kiil3p n. turtle; tortoise All turtles and tortoises are known by the same name
kalling id. describes many bald tsong kdnang kiiliing kilang old people are bald
kilang heads
kim 1. Asiatic black bear Ursus thibetanus H. kambang (= ‘blind”)
ktim n. scorpion et. ‘bear + crab’.
changkran
kiin v.n. moving; changing; cf. ta (t5ng) kun = to move; to transfer
altering; transforming;
transferring
kiindy n. headache
kindy kurlip - fever of. kirtip kiindy.
kling n. cost; price; value
kiing n. grandfather also wife’s, uncle’s father, mother’s uncle
ktingsong n. message, News;
information
kaingpha’ n. bribe in poetic language. cf. taksuw.
duwphala
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kiingsay v.n. denying politely cf. t5 kungsay = to deny
kart(l) v.n. being jealous (general)  cf. 5 (td) kiiriil = to be jealous. also kiirii
kit v.n. desire; need; want cf. tong kut = to desire
kiitd] ma num.  twenty; 20
kiital mi num. twenty-one; 21
kamu
Kaw cl. classifier for associated with headhunting and mother enumerating
beings children
sa kaw kiilen naw a mother of five children
kaw n. head
kuw gaw n. skull
kiiwdy dir. left hand side ki kitway lam say miing 1 write with my left hand
kiilyak v.n. tickling cf. 15 kiilysk = to tickle
kiiydn dir. right hand side kityan lam thay shii you walk on right side
kiiwan n. mourning; cf. #5 kiiwdn = to mourn
remorse; lament
kiiwan n. sadness; grief; sorrow  cf. t@ kiiwdn = to be sad. dnii nat miin hi’ kiiwdn miing 1
am sad as my mother is sick
kwt n. dog
kw1 chhan n. millipede sp.
kw1 mir1 n. millipede sp.
kwi s3l n. dog lice
kwiin v.n. rolling cf. ta kwiin = to roll
kwiit v.n. brushing; sweeping cf. ta kwiit = to brush; to sweep
kyepmu num eighteen; 18
grin
kyepmu num.  fourteen; 14
kambrlin
kyeépmu num. fifteen; 15
kilen
kyepmu num. eleven; 11
kimu
ky&pmu num. thirteen; 13
kiisam
kyepmu num.  sixteen; 16
kiitam
kyepmu num.  twelve; 12
kiyin
kyépmundt num. nineteen; 19
kyépmuniin hum.  seventeen; 17
kyok n. brother addressed by any sister. cf. shii.
kytling v.n. wiping cf. ta kyiing = to wipe
kytik n. thread; cord; twine
kytik v.n. shouting; cf. ta kyiik = to shout
(loudly)
kytil v.n. following cf. ta kyiil = to follow sa wan naw wi kyiil miin the child

is following its mother

38



Roger Blench and Sokhep Kri A dictionary of Kman Circulated for comment

Kman PoS English Comment
L.
1a! v.n. accepting things from c¢f. ta lat = to accept
8.0.
a v.n. bringing cf. ta lat = to bring /@ shu please bring
1a! v.n. taking cf. ta lat = to take
132 n. poison; venom; toxin riil khriing la miitiow not all snakes carry poison
1a™! v.n. removing a pot from cf. ta la’ = to remove shdt taw la 1@’ kashiw the food is
the cook stand cooked, remove it
a2 v.n. cooking in a leaf parcel  la’ n3y shat kit miin desirous to eat cooked in a leaf
12’ nok adv. again; repeatedly la’ nak kat shu do it again
lang loc. elsewhere; somewhere cf. kdcha. lang hi’ ay t5y don’t go somewhere else
else; different (place)
lang khriing  n. thrushes Turdus spp. typically red-throated thrush Turdus
ruficollis, eyebrowed thrush 7. obscurus. 579-580
langng?’ wa  n. black-eared shrike Pteruthius melanotis 519
babbler
laha’ adv. sometimes laha’ tamphrut let us meet sometimes
lahd n. sweet potato Ipomoea batatas. cf. shitkin.
lamapa n. front flap cloth worn by
shaman decorated with
cowrie shells
landong adv.  suddenly; abruptly wi landong hii? la he suddenly came
lang hom n.p. big wave (in water)
Langgong p-n. January
langgong n. inner corridor cf. changgrang = where animal skulls are kept
langhtin n. flag
langkhay n. squirrel sp. large
130 n. hobby Falco spp. 94
law n. year
law dang adv. annually; every year law dng hii’ shii come every year
lawng v.n burning cf. ta lawng = to burn ra saw talawng lawk la it’s time to
burn the field.
lawng v.n. be faded; cf. ta lawng = to fade
lawng n. stone
lawng gay n.p. cave
lawng khri n.p. pebble
lawng bra’ n.p. junction; crossroads
lawng shiy  n.p. black kite Milvus migrans swoops on domestic poultry 101
lawng way  n. Himalayan palm civet ~ Paguma larvata and possibly other palm civets
lay n. language; speech; word
lay anggtt n.p. indirect way
speaking
lay mdklap 1P rumour
lay n. moon; month Kandi lay February month
lay hdma n.p. moon, just before dark
lay kambang n.p. moon, dark
lay katan n.p. new moon
lay ngaw n.p. moon, waning
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lay phl5ng n.p. moon, waxing moon,
full
lay sit n.p. new moon
lep v.n. slicing; sawing across g k5 lép miing I am sawing with a saw
13kong n. earthquake; earth
tremor
13mp v.n. sitting I5mp taw they are sitting
1ang v.n. dibbling a seed cf. ta Iong = to dibble
I5ng gawk n. rufous-necked hornbill ~ Aceros nipalensis 302
Iang g&’ n. wreathed hornbill Rhyticeros undulatus 303
13ng grap n. bluethroat Luscinia svecica 588
15ng grap n. large niltava Niltava grandis 635
13ng khruing  n. Oriental skylark Alauda gulgula identification slightly uncertain, more
likely a thrush, see lang khriing. 402
13p v.n. sitting cf. ta Iobp = to sit
ki I5p miing 1 sit
nyi [3p shu you sit
w1’15p miin he sits
we sit
you pl. sit
win [Gmp taw they are sitting.
wi’ I5p mang he will sit
win [5p mang taw they will sit
15t v.n. ability; capacity; cf. 7@ [ot = to be able
competence
15t 1a v.p. to be born sa ngd ho’ I3t la child was born yesterday
13t v.n. snatching; grabbing; cf. ta [5t = to snatch; to grab
seizing
lin n. advice; counsel cf. ta lin = to advise
ling v.n. learning cf. ta ling = to learn
16° v.n. licking cf. ta lo’ = to lick
long v.n. standing cf. ta _ung = to stand
long lyek n. caterpillar sp.
1ong n. river source
lostin n. garlic Allium sativum < Hindi
ling n. poking; stabbing with a £ 17 yng = to stab phdchiit k3 ta _ung prick with a
point; pricking with a
needle
needle
lay n. preservation cf. ta iy = to preserve
luylak n. Himalayan swiftlet Collocalia brevirostris 279
laylak n. ashy woodswallow Artamus fuscus 334
14 n. bamboo sp. found in high altitude
lutsa’ n. bamboo mug
lay loc. below; down;  gin wn nyay giing liiy kam arum is available under the
underneath
ground
liy n. grandchild; niece;
nephew
lay n. germination; sprouting  cf. ¢4 liiy = to germinate bo /iy miin maize is germinating
liyn v.n. overflowing cf. ta liiyn = to overflow (cup, pot on stove etc.)
lay’ n. pig; swine; porker
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liiy’ ding n.p. castrated pig
liy” naw n.p. SOW
1iy’ pa n.p. first pig in litter
Iy’ pi n.p. last pig in litter
lay’ r3hal n.p. male pig; boar
lay’ suy n.p. runt; last pig in litter
Lik3p p.n. December
lGim n.p. sternum
hangglat
lin hay loc. above; on top of siit liin hay ay I5p don’t sit on the sword
1Gin 1am loc. in front of (object) tsé Lin lam ay t3y don’t walk in front of a person
laok n. sheep
Ik sa np.  lamb
1ok dir. down from speaker cf. ha? bray litk lam thay shit ning you all go down to the
river
lik r3 conj.  when biiy tiit liik ¥ drang shii wait when you have reached
home
lyanga n. frying pan
lyaral n. bicycle
M.
ma(l) n. place; room also mal.
ma cha’tong 1P household item
ma 3ping n.p. inner side of wall on
the right as you enter
from corridor
ma gwiit n.p. broom
ma haking 1P inner side of wall on
the left as you enter
from corridor
ma jawk n.p. end of last room of the
house
maa v.n. losing your way cf. ta maa = to lose the way
machi tsim D sambar deer Rusa unicolor
magoning n. Brook’s house gecko Hemidactylus brookii
magré n. tassel on the phdritw, the shaman’s dagger, made of yak hair,
also on swords (shabré)
mahiiat n. mahout; elephant driver < Khamti
ma’kaw n. local type of garlic
mal loc. behind; at the back of nyu ki mal hdy hu’ shu you walk behind me
mal n. bed cf. chang.
mal n. room
mal 13 adv. afterwards ki karat mal r5 hii’ shii you come to me afterwards
ma’lang n. jackfruit Artocarpus heterophyllus
mal hi’ loc. behind kwi mal hi’ aytay don’t go behind the dog
mamay n. elder sister addressed by younger sister or brother
mamblé n. bean, flat
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mambiw n. fox Vulpes vulpes
ma’moy n. tail cf. 5may.
man n. numbness
man v.n. resting; relaxing; cf. ta man = to rest
reposing
man v.n. staying; remaining cf. ta man = to stay
mandong n. gong
mandong n. gong beater
tamphawng
mandyt n. assistant  priest  to
kambring
mandng n. rubber tree Ficus elastica
sang
manzung a. astonishing; surprising; an kungsong manzung this news is surprising
peculiar; bizarre;
extraordinary
mang n. paddy; rice Oryza sativa
mang ji n.p. remains of rice plants
after harvest
mang sy n.p. rice beer
mang tul n.p. rice plant
manggung n.p. door in last room of the
phiin house
mangit n. dilemma,; problem; lit. ‘not’ + ‘know’
difficulty
ma’prong n. heap [of stones] lawng ma prong heap of stones
mara pat n. silk < Assamese
mastor n. teacher < Assamese
matong n. bamboo weeding tool  poetic language. cf. khwiit.
mahwiit
ma’sim n. garlic, small variety cf. paluw
ma’wan n. moss
ma’'wawng - wasp, large, striped
mawat n. first harvest of any field mang mawat first harvest of paddy
crop
mawat wa n. white-browed  shrike Pteruthius flaviscapis 518
babbler
mawk katuw n. train origin unknown
gart
mawk kataw  n. banana variety Jjahaji kol (hindi)
hambytng
mawng n. caterpillar or smawng. cf. songsal.
mawng n. caterpillar sp. black caterpillar
kaylim
Mawong say n. weaving design This design was invented by a woman named Mawong,
who was a slave of the Kri clan of Panggiing village.
Mawong say n. weaving design poetic for Mawong say. The word kwisa signifies slave in
kwisa say. poetic language.
may phyin n. food of powdered traditionally carried on journeys since it stores for a long
puring time
mayrd c.m. if wan mayra matun not required if it is not what I want
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Roing mayra Tezu tdy ming if I don’t go to Roing then I
will go to Tezu
maysa n. maiden; young woman
maysa ata n.p. unmarried young
woman
maysang n. bamboo sp.
me&’ ching n.p. fish-hook
glay
mée’ rahul n.p. fishing rod
m3 h3mak a. tasteless; bland shat m5 hamak = tasteless food
m3 kaw a. disobedient; describes sa makaw disobedient child
s.0. who doesn’t listen
m3 kat a. idle; lazy also not doing kam makat tsong idle person
m3 khra excl.  don’t worry mad khra, ki katming don’t worry I will do [it]
m3 15t v.a to be unable; cannot; to ki ta thit ma I5t 1 cannot walk 1.e. ‘not be able’
fail
m3 thak v.n disobedient chal tarung mathsk mithun is not allowing to be tied
m3 tsal a. weak; feeble i.e. ‘not strong’ m3 tsal tsong weak person
m3 ti S.V. to not be fine; good lay mati it is not a good idea
ma3 tin a. disobedient; disloyal tsong matiin = disobedient person
m3 tiw a. uncooked; raw shat ma taw nay food is uncooked
m3 toiw n. nothing remaining te’ Il shon lang matuw nothing is available in the box
m3ha n. battle; combat; fight;
war
m3ha n. case; fault; fine;
offence
mdha ta siim  v.p. to accuse kohd’ mdha tasiim r> maphan its bad to accuse s.o.
without proof
makaw n. white-throated Garrulax albogularis 501
laughingthrush
m3kal n. nettle sp. makal lap nydt miin the nettle plant stings
makat part. that (introduces k7 ka pang way khré ki madkat that 1 have told you earlier
reported speech) Ki Tezu t3y ming da° dom makat He said that he was
going to Tezu
makhlaw n. cassava; tapioca Manihot esculenta gan
gan
makhrung n. tree sp. Tsuga brunoniana
sang
makhru’ n. Mrs. Hume’s pheasant  Syrmaticus humiae 37
m3khrin n. contributions; donation
maklap n. bedbug Cicimidae
maklap lay 0P rumour maklap lay ykhray do not spread rumours
maklai n. lesser yellow-naped  Picus chloroplophus
woodpecker
m3kl&’ n. woodpecker
maklung n. firefly Luciolae
m3kro’ n. scarcity; starvation; shydt makro’ scarcity of food also d3k kap
famine
makro’ n. pests on crops driik makro” bird sp. are a pest
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ma3lang n. thick, virgin forest

m3lang wa n. rufous-fronted babbler  Stachyridopsis rufifrons 485

m3mbrang a. poor; downtrodden ki ra tsong mdmbrang ngs 1 am a poor person
mamal n. rat sp. lives in water, eats fish
m3nchhi n. stream; brook; rivulet
manda a. alone; only ki manda 1 alone; only me
m3nd3m n. amnesia; forgetting lit. ‘not” + ‘remember’.
ki r> miindsm kdt miin 1 am suffering from amnesia
m3ndi n. striated prinia Prinia crinigera 407
chartik
m3ndi jald n. big cockroach
m3ndi n. cockroach
m3ndo’ n. slope; decline
m3ng grill S.V. to be upset gart rant ta, mang gril kat la 1 missed the vehicle, I am

upset

manggra ta v.p. to enslave; to imprison  pulis san manggra ta shawng hii’ taw police have come

shawng to enslave the criminal
m3nggra n. prison et. ‘slave’ + ‘house’
bily
mangkhri n. quails; francolins
mangkhr1 n.p. francolin sp.
dpay
mangkhr1 n. quail; francolin male
hiiyre
m3ngkhr1 n.p. quail; francolin female
ma’am
mangkhri n.p. francolin sp. hill partridge Arborophila torqueola
tiyu
manthang n. first room (guest room)
mantshuw n. cow; cattle
mantshiiw n.p. ox-cart
garl
mantshiiw n.p. bull
kowwa
mantshiw n.p. heifer
klon
mantshiw n.p. cow; cattle
naw
mantshiw n.p. young bull
rahal
m3niil n. alien; foreigner; non-
tribal; outsider; stranger
manyong n. elephant Elephas maximus
m3p3l v.a. to fail i.e. ‘not succeed’ grun mpal unable to lift
m3phan a. bad; nasty; horrible; shyat maphan bad food
ugly
m3phan tan v.p. to become unhappy zdng ro’ maphan tan-tshiim kraw may relatives should
tshiim with s.o. not be unhappy with each other
m3ping n. great spotted  Dendrocopos major 317
woodpecker
maplong n. thatching grass
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maray n. kabra tree sp. Ficus benjamina var. comosa Assamese khokan

marup n. collaboration; co-

operation

marung coll. collective for a large flight [birds], large crowd [people] wa maring
large flight of birds.
blong It tsong maring mii man taw a group of people
have gathered in the road

masay n. oath; ordeal

masay ta v.p. to pledge; to promise; tin ming d>’ masay sha shu you take the pledge to obey

shat to swear m3 3huw nay d>’ masay sha shii you swear that you have
not stolen

mdsay tan V. to make s.o. take an firawng r3 sipahi sdn wi’ masay tan zdat sammang

zat oath soldiers will be made to take an oath tomorrow

m3sal n. distrust

mat mu quant. small piece of s.t.

matang n. bamboo sp.

Moty p.n. Mother Goddess Matay is concerned with women’s affairs particularly
pregnantcy and safe delivery. Prayers to Matay make the
child a good human being. NB. Bodo-Garo languages
have a related term for the deity.

Matay mal P room next to manthang  The room dedicated to M3tay, the mother goddess

mat3song S.V. unpopular matasong tsong unpopular person

m33m amnesia; forgetting lit. ‘not’ + ‘remember’. ki m5t5m yung 1 do not remember

m3tho’ n.p. owl, large sp.

koanga

m3thd’ naw  n.p. collared scops owl lit. “‘owl + mother’ Otus lettia 258

m3tho’ n.p. Oriental bay owl Phodius badius 255

tho’tsiik

m>5tho’ n. owl, generic

mathyam quant. a little ati mathyam a little water. cf. ate’mu

m3tong p-C. describes s.0. who i 5150 mdyong 5y j5m don’t dress awkwardly

mayong heavily made up and

overdressed

matyamii num.  ten; 10 is used in business transactions. cf. kyépmu

m3tylim n. room with two hearths

mdy v.n. dancing cf. ta may = to dance

may gyap n.p. spark

m3y hwilt n.p. smoke

m3y khrdt n.p. match to strike fire;

matchbox

m3y kri n.p. cane sp.

mady ta v.p. to ignite; to light may ta lawng matin there is no need to kindle the fire

lawng

m3y ta phral V- to kindle may ta phral @y 3ma’ don’t forget to light the fire

m3y ta tshak ~ v.p. to light fire may ta-tshak thé cha go and light the fire

ma3y tal n.p. cane sp.

m3y tit n.p. pine and resin torch

maybrat n. bamboo sp.

mayki n. green leaf

45



Roger Blench and Sokhep Kri A dictionary of Kman Circulated for comment

Kman PoS English Comment
mayli n. bamboo sp.
m3’kong n. Sclater’s monal Lophophorus sclateri 31
mat v.n, extinguishing; cf. ta mat = to extinguish; to quench
quenching
mdy n. fire; flame;
conflagration
mik n. eye
mik biil n.p. eyelash
mik haming 1P dizziness
mik ham n.p. eyebrow
mik a.p. blind mik kambang tsong blind person
kambang
mik nat n.p. conjunctivitis
mik sha’ np.  pupilof eye
mik siing n.p. spiritual eye of priest
mik sting n.p. wasp sp.
mik sting tan v.p. to foresee mik sing tan thong kambring khring mangit taw not all
thong priests have the capacity to foresee [things]
mik ti n.p. tears
mil n. mill (e.g. rice) < English
minit n. minute < English
mint3ri n. blacksmith; mechanic; < Assamese
ironworker
minyung n. nose
minyiing n.p. nostril
lung
mird’ n. partner
miro’ n. servant; slave traditionally addressed as ‘partner’
mit v.n. cutting  [hair] with cf. t@ mit = to cut (hair)
scissors charan ks sham mit ming 1 will cut hair with scissors
mitar n. metre < English
mithay n. sweets < Hindi
miting n. conference; meeting < English ‘meeting’ + Adi kebang.
kebang
mokh3ana n. elephant, male without FElephas maximus < Khamti
tusks
mombati n. candle < Assamese
montri n. minister < Hindi
miym3’ n. wandering about; (as a child woken from deep sleep) sa mityma’ miin the
sleepwalking child is sleepwalking
milk man n.p. Assamese macaque Macaca assamensis H. mambro?
miuk saw n.p. capped langur Trachypithecus pileatus H. s1ung (? meaning)
miileng riil n.p. copper-headed trinket Coelognathus radiatus
chapan snake
min n. son’s wife, daughter-in-
law
miin n. sack bosta Assamese
miin thawk D diagnosis cf. min ta thawk = to diagnose. by a k3tuwat.
min ta v.p. to diagnose katawat wi’ min ta thawk ning ming 1 will request a
thawk priest to diagnose [the problem]
munsiri n. mosquito net ? < Assamese
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ming pron.  all people; everyone shat wan ming chapuy thya la food has been given to
everyone
miing man n.p. universe
ming tsong  n.p. entire population
ming v.n. calling; inviting cf. ta mung = to invite
miing n. millet, foxtail Setaria italica grown locally, yellow-brown.
miing siiy n.p. foxtail millet beer
mingraw n. burial ground;
cemetery; grave
mura n. stool < Assamese
miitya num. 10 1 miitya= 10
mud gal n.p. taro, arum variety
miwi n. leech in water
m&’ul V.. burping cf. ta mii 'ul = to burp.
Miiiya p.n. August
Miikrang p.n. March
miil v.n. boiling cf. ta miil = to boil. (s.t. in water)
miin v.n. luring cf. ta miin = to lure
miin r3 c.m. if ka miin r3 phi shi give it to me if it is available
miin tshal V. to not know (animate) ki miintshal yung 1 don’t know [him]
miin ziin v.n. unable; incapable dsk ing k> takram miin ziin kant 1 am hungry so I am not
able to carry. Also mii tsiin
mindawng  n. Pére David’s red- FEothenomys melanogaster lIdentification very uncertain
backed vole
miinga ngit  adv. yesterday miingd ngit awang hatdy s6’ ks it rained heavily
yesterday
miingai n. tragopans Tragopan blythii, T. satyra 28-29
miinggra n. slave; serf; prisoner
minung n. avalanche; landslide cf. nyudii miiniing.
miniim n. Himalayan monal Lophophorus impejanus 31
minzing ) hoary-bellied squirrel Callosciurus pygerythrus
miipan S.V. to be busy ki miipan 1 am busy
miisiiy n. ritual beer made for
healing ceremonies,
fermented in a long
basket, miisiiy jaw.
miil n. pubic hair
mit v.n. sweating; perspiring cf. ta miit = to sweat
myiit v.n. showing shyness; cf. ta myiit = to be shy myiit miing lay 5ykat don’t be shy
embarrassment; shame;
coyness
mylim n. trunk of elephant; pig

snout
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N.
na v.n, building a house cf. ta na = to build
na v.n. pausing; halting; cf. t@ na = to pause
stopping
Nal p.n. October
nala n. canal, drain; trench; < Assamese
ditch
nam v.n. pressing on s.t. with the cf. @ nam = to press on
foot
nam ta phlat  v.p. to squeeze; to compress  £s0 wi’ nam ta phlat maphan its bad to squeeze people
nameéng n. kerosene; paraffin
naman n. mustard oil
nan v.n. breeding cf. ta nan = to breed
nan v.n. giving birth cf. ta nan = to give birth
nan v.n. nursing a baby cf. ta nan = to nurse a baby
nan v.n. rearing; taming; cf. /@ nan = to rear; to tame; to domesticate
domestication
nan ndy n.p. domestic animal which is totally dependent on being fed by humans
nang v.n. growth cf. ta nang = to grow
nanggol n. plough < Assamese
nat n. illness cf. ta nat = to get ill cf. Burmese concept of nat, which is
a spirit which causes illness
nat kundy n. fever
naw n. mother
naw a. denotes female animals  mantshiiw naw cow
naw kanang 1P mother’s elder sister;
older stepmother
naw k3 n.p. mother’s younger
sister; younger
stepmother
naw pdy n.p. parent et. ‘mother + father’
naw pra’ n.p. niece mother’s sister’s siblings
naw cl. classifier for sam naw mi a single bee

individualised  living
things, not plants

nawng n. triangle
kiisom
néem n. method; procedure; < Assamese
rule; system
ném bashut  n.p. copper spoon
n3n V.. making s.o. drink cf. td nan = to make s.o. drink
ndn S.V. series; in line gart nan ndy vehicles in line
n3tshi mi num.  ninety; 90
3y v.n. pain; hurting; suffering  cf. ta@ nay = to be in pain
ndy? n. mother-in-law
(husband’s mother)
ndy c.m, since nyu kasiit sa nay 3y ‘yéy since you are a good boy don’t
quarrel
ndy adv. will also miithyam ndy makhra little will also do
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ning S.V. to be pungent; smell esp. urine. t3shit ning miin the urine smells pungent
bad (liquid)
n1’sha adv. silently; quietly;  ,77h4 I5p shi: Sit quietly!
tranquilly
noksa n. drawing; map; picture < Assamese
nukmai sai n. textile design
(complicated)
niim péléng  n. sea; ocean < ? Thai via Khamti
ninil papa n. parent child language
nung v.n. ordering cf. ta nung = to order
nlng v.n. paying a penalty cf. ta nung = to pay a penalty
nimwa 1.p. mountain bird Poetic language. cf. tiinniim.
kowa
niit n. brain
nya v.n. cooking (esp cf. ta nya = to cook
vegetables, meat)
nya int. who? whom nyd wi’ doy miin? to whom you are talking?
nya kya n.p. compulsory or fixed
amount
nya mu pron.  somebody nya mi hii? la somebody came
nya nya pron.  whosoever; whoever nya nya cha mang khray shi tell whosoever wants to eat
nya wi’ pron.  to whom apay nyd wi? phi ch3k5? Who did you give the money to?
nyam V. pungency; smelling bad  gych as facces or rotting animal corpse. 5 khily nydm
(solids) 5
miin faeces smell bad
nyam bldng  n. sesame, white
nyam n. sesame, black
nyam n. odour; smell; aroma; cf. ta nyam = to pass gas
stink
nyam gran n.p. sesame
nyam phim  n.p. sesame
nyan v.n. marking; identifying cf. ta nyan = to mark
nyan n. guarding;  protecting; cf. t@ nyan = to guard
looking after
nyap n. mucus; phlegm; snot nyap shil miin running nose
nyap shiil n.p. running nose
nyasing n. sand
nyat n. sting cf. td nyat = to sting
nyaw n. sky; heavens; weather
nyaw bim n.p. bad weather
nyaw krdam  n.p. bad weather
nyaw n.p. good weather
kandzang
nyaw nyay n.p. atmosphere et. ‘earth’ + “sky’
nyaw nyay n.p. world sky earth whole
mung
nyaw n. poker
nydy n. ground; land; soil; earth
nyay hiiu n.p. dust
nydy ming ~ -P- earth (planet); world;
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globe
nyay peng n.p. clay
nyay sing n.p. sand cf. nyasing.
nyay tshan ~ D-P- earth tremor also liikong
nyay tiw n.p. landowner
nyd pron.  you (proximate) nyii omang shan? what is your name?
nytichin pron.  you two nyiichin shan kdy’ nak what are you (two) doing ?
nyuda n. avalanche; landslide Poetic language. cf. miinung.
miinung
nyly n. medium basket
backpack for women
nyiining pron.  you pl. nyuning aliik [5p shuning you all sit here
nyup n. tongs
nyupit n.p. book Poetic language. cf. pit.
yukay
nytting n.p. cloud Poetic language. cf. kamay.
kamay
n.
nga’ n. child; offspring; infant  affectionate term, cf. sa
nga, ngal n. night
ngacht n. star
ngachi owat n. shooting star; meteor star + arrow
ngam v.n. disliking s.0.; cf. ta ngam = to dislike, hate
disdaining; hating;
scorning
ngangit adv. yesterday cf. miinga ngit
ngap v.n setting cf. ta ngap = to set
ngardy n. sin; . crime;
transgression
ngaray n.p. criminal
kdnung
ngatiing n. morning and evening
star
ngay n. taboo status of animals of the cat family
ngay n. crying; weeping cf. ta ngay = to cry; to weep
ngay khriim  v.n. sobbing cf. ngay ta khriim = to sob
ngaygd’ n. striated laughingthrush  Garrulax striatus 503 also waygd’. Seen in the farming
season
ngi n. pus
ngit v.n understanding; cf. ta ngit = understand. k7 Iltanagar ngit miing 1 know
knowing (inanimate) Itanagar
ngit n. day
ngit tdlay n.p. mid-day; noon
ngittong n. self wi’ ngittong chong 1a miin he is spoiling himself
ngi’ n. snail-shell
ngt n. snail general
ngd’ krong  n.p. snail sp. large
ngii’ péng n.p. snail sp. Also ngiit peng. péng means ‘smear’ and refers to the
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trail of slime left by the snail.
ng’ n. grandmother; father’s
mother; wife’s mother
ngly v.n. entering; going in cf. ta nguy = to enter
nging’ v.n. finding cf. ta ngung = to find
ngiing? v.n. seeing; looking cf. ta ngung = to see
ngly v.n. sleeping cf. ta ngiiy = to sleep
0.
o?krak n. small hornbill Bucornis sp. like gréng.
olap v.n burping silently cf. ta olap = to burp. after drinking water too fast
olo’ n. palate
Onotl n. development < Hindi
0’nyam v.n to burp silently cf. td o 'nyam = to burp. Also mu "ul.
oW n. navel
ow brang n.p. umbilical cord
P.
pa quant. bunch of bananas; grain pa mu = one bunch
pa griin = eight bunches
pa’ v.n. carrying cf. ta pa’ = to carry
pa’ manda adv. unison glat tsong chapiy pa’ miinda kyiik yéy we the villagers
will shout in single voice
pahawk n. rat sp. found in mountain, similar to mandzing.
paht riil n.p. green snake eaten by barking deer
pahi n.p. barking deer Muntiacus muntjak H. mingge (? meaning)
paht n.p. left over; residue paht ndy makhra residue of the opium will be fine
(opium)
pahong n. horse; mule; pony;
donkey
pahong naw  n.p. mare
pam n. cultivation; tillage; cf. t@ pam = to cultivate 3kiing tapam to cultivate a field
farming
pam v.n. making; preparation cf. ta pam = to make; to prepare
pamji n. dew
pan v.n. driving cf. ta pan = to drive
pan n. raft
pan tapi n.p. store room small cabin inside house for storing precious things
pang hay loc. ahead of; in front; pang hay long kato’ shu stand in the front to block
before
pang lam loc. from the front of panglam 5y t5y don’t go from the front
(object or person)
pang hi’ loc. ahead; front pang hi’ thay shu go in front
pangthiip n. a calamity; disaster
(when whole world

would be destroyed and
all living being would
dead)
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pangwoy adv. earlier pangway lay tantom [you] need to remember that has
been said earlier
pap n. goitre
papa n. father child language
papaw n. knee
pasay n. bird (black coloured yellow beak bird) see wasay.
pasuw n. tripod for cooking pots
pat n. pretence cf. ta pat = to pretend
patsa n. stomach discomfort  siit shii patsa sok mang make a food offering when eating
when s.0. sees you so that you are not afflicted by patsa
eating or caused by the
curse of other people
pﬁw ruti n. bread; loaf < Hindi
pay v.n. returning s.t.; coming cf. ta pdy = to return
back
pay v.n. taking out s.t loose cf. ta pay = to take out s.t. loose
materials sa tokhity pay ka shit you please take out the faeces of the
child
paypi n. sunbird spp. Aethopyga spp. probably includes flowerpeckers. Also
asa waa. 650 ff.
paypit wa n. long-tailed minivet Pericrocotus ethologus 341
pe’ v.n. baking cf. ta pe’ = to bake.
pé v.n. defeating; conquering; cf. ta@ pé = to defeat; to win
overcoming; winning
pensil n. pencil < English
peyla- met. 2 tola used in kani (opium) trade. e.g 1 payla = 2 tola kani
payhong
pachha V.. whispering; murmuring  cf. t5 pachha = to whisper
p3khra n. comb, traditional
pal v.n. able to shoot the target  cf. ta pal = to be able to shoot in target mp3l to be not
able to shoot in target
pal v.a. able; can cf. ta pal = to be able
grun tapsl = able to lift
map3l = unable
grun map3l = unable to lift
p3lin n. fish sp. eel
paluw n. garlic cf. ma?sim.
pan v.n. plucking cf. ta pan = to pluck
pandi n. semi-circular roof over also medu
veranda
paraha n. trousers; pants
pdy n. father
pha’ pron.  denotes possession follows a pronoun. kin pha’ It is ours
pha’ v.n. barricading s.t. cf. ta pha’ = to barricade
phat v.n. vomiting; puking; cf. t@ phat = to vomit
barfing
phat v.n. smashing; breaking into cf. /@ phat = to smash; to break
pieces
phat? v.n. playing a game that volleyball phat yey let’s play volleyball
involves the hands
phat v.n. interception cf. ta phat = to intercept or to bring down
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phachit n. needle; pin
phachung n. butterfly; moth
phal cl. classifier for flat long  p7 phal kambriin four sheets of paper 3pay phal griin
things, paper, plank . R
eight banknotes sang phal [k3]mu one plank
phalap n. tea < Khamti
phan n. flower
phan [ap n.p. petal
phan dut n. dao for women
phangglong  n. well; pond; pool; lake
phap v.n fattening cf. ta phap = to fatten
pharay n. advocate;
trial
phatg’ n. imprisonment;
gaol; prison
phatg’ bily n.p. prison et. ‘prison’ + ‘house’
phatka n. firecracker; firework < Hindi
phaw coll. bunch; small bundle; jimik phaw =key bunch
cloud; swarm
phawdy n. addict; alcoholic Poetic language. cf. ya.
phawi n. small basket backpack
for women
phawk n. globular nest most birds, ants
phawngwa n. dung beetle Heliocopris spp.
phay v.n. carrying sang phay shu please carry firewood
shoulder
phay n. basket backpack for
men
phay conj.  assoon as, pam ngii’ lik phay hii’ na shit come back as soon as you
finish your work
phay conj.  along with ki phay = along with me
win phay = along with them
phephd adv.  quickly cf. kla phéphe th3y shi Go quickly!
phdm v.n. health cf. ta pham = to be healthy
phiin n. moss of grain
phdnlang a. astonishing; cf. manzing. phanlang kat miin he is doing s.t. surprising
extraordinary;
wonderful;
surprising
phanphdn n. caterpillar sp. shakes
phaniiy n Burmese python Python bivittatus
phang v.n. throwing at random cf. ta phang = to throw
phariiy v.n. scattering of anything cf. ta phariiy = to scatter
neatly stacked
phariw n. small dagger carried by the shaman on the left side of the body
phay v.n. completion; finalising; cf. ta phay = to complete
finishing
phdy v.n sprinkling cf. ta phay = to sprinkle
phingmay n. co-wife
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phi v.n. adding
phit v.n. giving cf. tam phit = to give
ki pt ming 1 will give
nyi pt mang you will give
wi’ pi mang he will give
kin pt may we will give
nyiichin phi shu nak you (two) will give
nyi phi shu you pl. will give
win pt mang they will give
ki wi’ pht shu give it to me
phi’ V.. addition; adding cf. tam phi’ =to add. also fang phi’
phis n. fee (school, tuition) < English ‘fees’
phit v.n farting cf. ta (tam) phit = to fart
phita n. tape tang krung phita = measuring tape
phla’ n. lightening
phlang 1. lower grinding stone ta’nam stone used for crushing in phlang
phlap n. flat bread
phlay V.. crossing over cf. tam phlay = to cross over
phle’ v.n. cutting; chopping (such as the bark of a tree into slices) cf. tam phle’ = to
cut
phl&’ v.n. being scalded by water cf. ta phle’ = to be burnt.
or fire
phlang v.n. filling; overflowing; cf. ta phlong = to fill; to overflow; to rise
rising
phfi’ 1. cliff cf. ro?.
phld’ v.n. being late; being cf. tam phlo’ = to be late
retarded; being delayed
phlv’ v.n. jumping cf. ta (tdm)‘ phlu’ =to jump
ki phlii’ miing 1 am jumping
nyi phlii’ shu you (sg.) jump
wi’ phlii’ miin he is jumping
kin phlii’ may we are jumping
nyu ning phlii’ shu ning you (pl.) should jump
wi’ chin phlink ning they (two) are jumping
win phliunk taw they are jumping
phl’ v.n. springing off
phliit v.n. washing face  with cf. tam phlut = to wash
hands
phld’ tan v.p. to dive kin 211 liik phlii’ tan thiil _ung we will be diving in the
thiil water
pho’ v.n. freeing; liberating; cf. tam pho’ = to liberate kré pho’ shii let loose the
letting loose chicken
pho v.n. knocking cf. tam pho’ = to knock
phololont n. Taipeh frog Hylarana taipehensis.
phontolot n. owl, small
phong cl. classifier for bamboo in 1, phong kslin five bamboo groves
clusters
phongwa n. locust also bariing.
pho’rong n. turban traditional man’s turban, ladies silver head band at the
front
phra’ v.n. being separated cf. ta phra = to be separated komay dway phra’ la wife
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and husband were separated
phral V.1 lighting fire; kindling cf. ta phral = to light fire
phran n. pulse (body)
phray suff. suffix on pronouns for phla kiilen phray ka miin only five rupees are available.
objects meaning ‘only, sim wan wi’ ko phrday than ka he got only the gold
certainly, definitely’
phrat v.n. snapping (cord) cf. ta phrat = to snap (cord, rope)
phrawk v.n. falling (in large cf. tam phrawk = to fall lawng phrawk miin stones are
quantity) falling
phrat n. meeting; assembly; cf. tam phrut = to meet together
congregation; reception
phrill v.n. erosion cf. tam phriil = to erode
phriil v.n. cooking liquid food cf. tam phriil = to cook liquid food
phili phala  id. describes the shape of sang gup phiilii phala bark of tree phiili phala
flat objects
phukd n. bowels
phul gobi n. cauliflower < Hindi originally ‘cabbage’
phiilung n. aperture; opening
philn n. door
phing v.n. itching cf. tam phung = to itch
phiin  tang v.p. to fasten door phiin tang grix titn miin it is necessary to fasten the door
gru
phiiphi n. bun of hair
phii’phi n. bat, generic
phiitbol n. football < English
phiinphiin id. describes  how  s.t. amawng wan phiinphiin phonphan kant taw caterpillars
phanphan shakes, such as a stick are shaking phiinphiin phanphan
fixed in a river, also of
caterpillars
phiip v.n. swelling; inflating cf. ta phiip = to swell
phiitsii id. describes a shape like a  gul wan phiitsii phatsa clothes are phiitsii phatsa
phatsa torn shirt
phyil v.n. going badly wrong cf. ta phyil = to go badly wrong
morally
phyin v.n. cutting a hanging rope  cf. tam phyin = to cut
phyudi n. eggplant; brinjal Solanum melongena
phyting v.n. flying cf. ta phyung = to fly
phytit v.n. whistling cf. tam phyiit = to whistle
phyil n. fine; penalty
phyil ta chit  v.p. to impose a penalty phyiil ta chit r> m3phan it is bad to impose a penalty
pi n. offering; giving cf. tam phit = to give
kT pi ming 1 will give
nyi phi shu you sg. will give
wi’ pi mang he will give
kin pt may we will give
nyi chin phi shu nak you two will give
win pt mang taw they will give
wi’ pim or wi’ pi miin he is giving
win pim taw they are giving
pinsay n. lead (metal)
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pinya n. engine; machine; motor
ping n. part; portion; section ping mii part of
ping mi n. fragment
pingping id. describes the bobbing pingping pyongpyong gyam taw they are running
pyongpyong of heads when many pingping pyongpyong
people are running or
jumping up and down
pit n. book; paper
pit katom n.p. bookstore; bookshop
pit phal n.p. paper
pla n. foot; leg
pla jong n.p. heel
pla mu? n.p. footprint
plo’ v.n. cutting cf. ta plo’=to cut
plong n. appearance; feature;
figure; shape
po v.n. wearing (cloth that hung front of genitals of adults) lapo ta po to
wear loin cloth
pong v.n. holding s.t. cf. ta ung = to hold
pong n. father’s brother; uncle
popong n. uncle
popra n. pumpkin Cucurbita pepo
porda n. curtains < Hindi purdah
porkhya n. examination < Assamese
postar n. poster < English
potd n. bronze vessel
pra v.n. departure; leaving; cf. ta pra = to depart
exiting; quitting
pra’ v.n allocation; distribution; cf. ta pra’ = to divide; to share
division; sharing
prap 1. madness; lunacy; mania  ¢f. 47 prap = to be mentally ill; to be mad; to be crazy
prat v.n. becoming extinct cf. ta prat = to become extinct
pray n. consultation; cf. ta pray = to consult
discussion; inducement;
persuasion;  proposal;
suggestion
pray ta tu v.p. to come to a decision chapuy hit’ shu ning lay pray ta tu everyone should come
to make a decision.
pray tam v.p. to decide lit. “discuss + finish’
phay lay pray tamphdy hi tshiim biry shi everyone should
consider how to resolve the issue
pram v.n. immersing;  soaking; cf. ta@ prom = to immerse
drenching
prinsipal n. principal of school < English
pring n. admonition; cf. ta pring = to prohibit
prohibition;  warning;
forbidding
pro’ S.V. to be enough; adequate; shyat pro? la I have enough food
sufficient
pronk ndy excl. thank you pronk ndy hity’ la thank you for coming
pro’ mang excl.  thank you pro’ mang ndy phi chakas thank you for giving
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ndy
pi’ n. vagina
pudina n. spice A. pudina
ply v.n. pursuance; following; cf. td piy= to pursuit or follow
tracking
pulis n. police < English
pulit n. earthworm also intestinal worm
pilit rill n. blind snake et. worm + snake Typhlops spp.
pim v.n. covering s.t. spread out  cf. ta pum = to cover
pumbiit n. fish sp. A. bamla mas
pumto n. papaya Carica papaya
pung n. bomb ? < Khamti
purt n. reading; study < Assamese
puriing n. grain, mystery sp. now said to be extinct
ptsha n. coin < Hindi paisa
ptin v.n. readiness cf. ta pun = to get ready
puy v.n. turning back cf. ta puy= to turn back
piiychdk n. black-throated prinia Prinia atrogularis 406
plypit n. white-throated fantail Rhipidura albicollis 358
pusiii n. belt decorated with
animal teeth used by
the shaman
pit! v.n scratching like a cf. tam piit = to scratch
chicken
put? n. pushing cf. ta piit = to push
pyala n. common rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus 668
pyam a. fertile (field) k5 pyam nyay fertile field
pyam n. fertiliser
pyés n. onion Allium cepa < Hindi
pyong n. beer pot st pyong mu one vessel of beer
pyd v.n smearing; rubbing on; cf. td pyo = to smear
applying
pyoo n. merrymaking on a cf. ta pyoo = to enjoy
lavish scale; dancing
pyuk v.n. milking cf. ta pyiik = to milk
pytk v.n. rinsing cf. ta pyiik = to rinse
R.
k v.n. liking one another cf. ta ra’ kraw = to like one another
ra’siii n. distilled liquor; alcohol ~ <Nepali rokshi
ram v.n. rotting; decaying; of /a ram = to rot
decomposing
Am n. Oriental small-clawed Aonyx cinerea
otter
A’Saw n. first year of farming in
the swidden cycle
rawk n. arm; hand

57



Roger Blench and Sokhep Kri A dictionary of Kman Circulated for comment

Kman PoS English Comment
rawk n.p. fork made by two
chongkhra fingers
rawk hatydp  n.p. fist
rdy coll. bunch (small, thatch) aplong ray mu one bunch of thatch
ray v.n. cutting of a tree ta ray = to cut
redyi n. radio < English
3, 13 c.m. if mandam rd makhrd if you don’t remember, don’t worry
13°3y n. Serow Capricornus thar
3’3k v.n hiccoughing cf. ta r2’a2k = to hiccough
rak! n. bone
rak? v.n. barking of dog cf. ta rak = to bark
rambay coll. pair; couple man-tshiw rambay pair of bulls
rdnha’ ro’ a. same; matching; equal 3 /3ph32 ro? the children are the same height
(height)
rang dy excl Don’t be late!
phlo’!
rang man sa  excl bastard! telling s.o. they are a child of s.o. else not their father
r3ng wdy adv. long ago rang way maha sam la there was a war long ago
rawa’ n. forehead cf. 5wa’.
rawang n. rain cf. 5wang.
rawat n. arrow cf. Swat.
rawat tshung n.p. quiver
raway n. husband Also sway.
rdy n. damage;  destruction; cf. t@ ray = to damage
mischief;
ruin;despoliation
ring n. generation
fing timan ~ n.p. whole life
ring a. beautiful; excellent;  cpg/ /ing beautiful mithun
fine; attractive; lovely
1wa n. confusion; muddle;
mess; mix-up
! n. cliff; ~rocky place; .f phii’.
ravine
o2 n. in-laws particularly maternal
073 n. weed
57 kdsal n. dried field
rong v.n. binding cf. ta rong = to bind gram ta rong binding a load
rong n. umbrella cf. cong.
rong tan cha  v.p. to paint rong tan cha miil3t unable to paint
ra’ n. baking; roasting; cf. ta rii” = to bake; to roast
broiling
ral v.n bridging over cf. ta rul = to make a bridge across a river
il n. fish sp. found in stony areas
ring v.n. tying an animal around cf. t@ ung =to tie
the neck
ring n. pine tree
rap n. collaboration cf. tong rup = to collaborate
ritsing n. shrew Suncus murinus. Probably Crocidura as well
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ruwmay N bad;  unparliamentary; ,5ymay lay inappropriate expression
inappropriate

riy n. clump of bananas or cf. rii mi = one clump hambying riii mi one hand of
grain bananas

riy glay n. craft (bamboo, cane)

riil v.n. bathing cf. ta riil = to bath

rul v.n. washing (dishes) cf. ta riil = to wash

riil v.n. cleaning cf. ta riil = to clean

il n. snake

il kimat n.p. snake sp., poisonous

il kiiwa n.p. snake sp., harmless

riil kasdy n.p. snake sp. harmless

riil k3pra n.p. king cobra Ophiophagus hannah. stays in nest

riil kyling n.p. krait spp. or possibly 4150 shabré tsawng ‘handle of sword’
any snake that lives in a

hole
im n. entrance to snake nest also mice and other hole dwellers
rin ndy n.p. domestic animal which can go out and seek fodder
ring n3y adv. in a line mawk katuw riing ndy train is in a line
riit v.n. cutting down, clearing cf. ¢ riit = to clear
a large area
rat v.n. wailing; crying; cf. ta riit = to wail
mourning
it v.n. twining; plaiting (as making a rope) cf. d riit = to twine
together; braiding
ritng n. boat
riiling bay n. oar; paddle; blade
rliing ta v.p. to row dum riiing ta shii’ ngit miin the boatman knows how to
shu’ oW

S.
s n. child; offspring; baby
sabiin n. soap < Portuguese via Hindi
sada n. commercial tobacco < Assamese. cf. tambya.
sai suw n. weaving  with  sai
(design)
saki n. lamp < Assamese
sal v.n. drying up; evaporation  cf. td sal = to dry
sal v.n. trusting cf. ta sal = to trust
sal v.n. expectation cf. ta sal = to expect
sal n. goral Nemorhaedus goral
sam n. river mouth; confluence
sam n. bee, generic  and
domestic
sam k3sa n.p. bee’s nest
sam khu’ n.p. beehive  made  of

wooden block
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sam sak n.p. bee’s nest
sam suy n.p. wasp, small, red no honey
sam ti n.p. honey
sangglo’ n. bee, nest in hole in tree  or hangglo’.
samay n. sister addressed by brother
sdmay n. daughter by mother
san n. medium  portion  of
cooked meat
sang v.n. filtering; sieving; cf. ta sang = to filter
straining
sang n3y sfii  n. liquid strained off when (milky appearance)
making beer
sangwong- n. slave poetic expression. sangwong nga kitymiit nga = 1 am a
kaymiit slave
sasap n. placenta
sasik hawtt  n. friend in poetic language
sat n. trapping
sat V.. killing; murdering; cf. ta sat = to murder, kill
assassinating
sawdy n. son
sawkad conj.  but wi’ hit’ ka sawks matsy na he came but didn’t go back
say n. writing; designs; cf. t@ say = to write
alphabets
sy v.n. recovered  from a cf. td say = to recover
hangover
sebriil n. loom stick (small)
sekeén n. second (time) < English
sak n. beehive
3k V.. biting cf. ta sok = to bite
3l n. nit; louse
s31 sit n. louse eggs
sal S.v. tasteless siii s3] miin beer is tasteless
sdmblung n.p. door in the inner ajso hanggling phiin
philn corridor which leads to
the courtyard
s3ng n. tree; woody plant
s3ng ba n.p. plank
sang sit n.p. fruit
s3p n. open nest applies to snakes, pigs, and some birds
s3p v.n. decreasing cf. ta sop = to decrease, go down (esp. liquids)
s3p v.n. drying up; evaporating  cf. @ sap = to evaporate
shabré n. sword cf. English sabre
shabré n.p. krait spp. or poss%bly also riil kyiing.
tsawng any snake that lives in a
hole
shambril n. fish sp. also hambriil
shamu n. mane
shashi n. ant sp.
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shat braw n.p. food, dry only cereals
shat howa n.p. food, in form of paste any grain
shat n. cooking pot
kachung
shat 13’ n.p. food (only cereals) cooked in leaves
shat p&’ n.p. food, in form of paste generally made from finger-millet
shat phriil n.p. food, liquid generally for babies and sick people
shat tang v.p. to cook food in a shattang klong hatdy tiikhay cooking food in a bamboo
klong bamboo tube tube is very difficult
shaw s3l n. tomato Lycopersicon esculentum
shaw  sing n. spice, unidentified A. Naga dhaniya.
bala
shawt n. fly sp. bloodsucking fly attacks domestic animals
shawk v.n. inhabiting cf. ta shawk = to inhabit
shawrd lang  adv. never; ever shawra lang manggyup yung 1 will never ever tell a lie
sha’ n. life-force present both This force can also be transferred to inanimate objects,
in humans and such as swords, shabré, by virtue of sacrifices. A sword
domestic animals which has strong shd’ is a sword which will be most
suitable for sacrifice. . ~ .
effective in warfare. Humans who lose sha’, either
through sickness or attack by spirits, gradaully grow
weaker.
sham n. hair
sham jawk 0 lock of hair
shan v.n. helping; aiding; cf. ta/tang shan = to help biii ti na shan ming 1 will help
assisting in house construction.
shat n. food cf. Idu shyat. ta shat = to eat
shan int. what? shan sam la ? what happened?
sher n. 800 gram In olden days 1 sher (which weighed 800 gram) was
considered equal to 1 kilogram. So customers buying
thing always insist buying things in kilogram.
shay n. body; flesh edible animals which are not shin also fall into this
category
shikarét n.p. cigarette < English
shikarit n. cigarette < English
shiksho’ n. tits, big, curved beak
walong
shiksho’ n.p. tits, small Parus spp.
chonay
shimit n. cement < English
shinéma n. film < English ‘cinema’
shingsho’ n. whiskered yuhina Yuhina flavicollis 535
shingshiil n. gun; revolver; rifle;
pistol
shipin n. comb, modern
shitt n. letter < Hindi
shin n. animal, general term, pon-mammals are sh3y.
but usually applies to
mammals; meat
shongshan n. caterpillar sp.
shikriik n. scabies; eczema
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shikruw n. creeper; vine; liana
shiikiin n. sweet potato Ipomoea batatas also laho
shiil v.n. weighing cf. ta shiil = to weigh
shiing n. putting on (socks); cf. td shung = to put on muja shiing shii put on your
wearing socks
shiing gap n.p. hairpin
shuning n. sugar < Assamese also shining
shiip v.n. buying cf. ta shiip = to buy
Shupa’ p-n. forest demon lives in big trees and rocks. It has long hair and a nose on
upside down.
Shiisa- p.n. addressed to Shupedang is a deity who lives in sea/ocean. He is very
Giirasa Shupedang tall.
shutt n. holiday < Assamese
Shiitd’ p.n. deity responsible for
mountains
shya a. wild; untamed chal shyd wild mithun
sipahi n. army; soldier <Hindi
sisa n. glass of any type < Assamese
sisa wan n. drinking glass; tumbler < Assamese
sit n. egg cf. kré sit = egg
Sit n. fruit cf. sang sit = fruit
s n. ice; snow
$o° v.n. falling (rain, snow) cf. ta so’ = to fall
) v.n bleeding cf. ta so’ = to bleed
so’duw V.. being angry; Dbeing cf. 3 56 duw = to get angry
enraged; being furious
s0’ji n. frequent urination;
diuresis
$0’0ding n. burning when urinating
songsal n. caterpillar sp.
sosma n. eyeglass; spectacles < Assamese also thakala
stim n. gold < Hindi
Stin p.n. aggressive short spirits Some have no head, some wear white turbans etc.
generally found by
rivers, with reversed
feet, most often heard
rather than seen.
stin n. lime (mineral) of tsina. < Hindi
sting s.v. to smell good (e.g. from spices). nyam siing miin sesame smells good
sling v.n. wearing (ring) cf. ta siing = to wear ring
stinraw S.V. to not be easy sunraw ka mathan not easy to get
sut v.n. putting or wearing on cf. ta sut = to wear
(ear-ring)
sht n. fat; grease; oil cf. k5 siit = fatty
stt v.n. offering a small amount cf. 7a sut = to make offering
of food to spirits before
eating
stit n. dao; knife large knife originally carried by all Kman men
siit v.n. putting a sword into its cf. ta sut = to put a sword into its sheath

sheath
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siitak met. gram 1 sutak = 1 gram
stiwiil n water shell, large, flat,
bivalve
suwiil paw - water  shell,  small,
conical, edible
stiwiil pa’ n.p. headband  of  the
shaman decorated with
cowries
sty n. tooth; tusk
sty kdy n.p. toothache
suy a. youngest also pi. sa suy= youngest child
sty v.n. cutting (esp. with a knife) cf. @ suy= to cut
slly n. rat, generic
sty bat n. rat sp. bigger than s% khrung.
sty khring ~ n. rat sp. white stripe along stomach, red back
sty kong n. rat sp. soft haired rat like s’7 bat.
sty krai n. rat sp. stays in bamboo groves
sty liy n. porcupine, Asiatic  Atherurus macrourus rat + brother
brush-tailed
sliy naw n. porcupine, Asiatic  Atherurus macrourus rat + mother
brush-tailed
sty nti’ n.p. rat, house Rattus rattus
sty piing n.p. porcupine, Hodgson’s Hystrix brachyura rat +?
sty wal n.p. rat sp. stays in hole, clouded colour
sty’ v.n. dying cf. ta sify=to die
sty? v.n. fear cf. td siiy=to fear. Also chathong.
suy? n. wine; beer; alcohol
T.
ta’ v.n. accepting; receiving s.t  cf. #a ta’ = to receive
fa v kicking cf. tan ta / ta 1 = to kick
ta chal v.p. to elongate; to stretch manadng ta chal ré hatdy hawan its very easy to stretch
rubber
ta chahdy v.p. to chew; to masticate; 75k ta chaohay m kiit 1 am not feeling fine to chew bone
to gnaw
ta chokay v.p. to compel; to force s.o.
ta chala v.n. to mate; to have sex kwl san ta chala hi’ pan taw dogs are preparing to mate
ta chit v.n. to fine; to penalise maha tin miin r> chit shii if you have a good reason then
penalise him
ta chong v.p. to spoil (plan) 156 wi tachong dy tshiim don’t think of spoiling [it]
ta chuway v.p. to mourn nyu ko’ hi’ kang ay chaway you should not mourn
unnecessarily
ta acham v.p. to push (wood into fire) nyu sang ta dchaom tom shu always remember to push
wood into the fire
ta dchdy v.p. to ask for; to request
ta oachung v.p. to be amused; to be
entertained
ta dhawng v.p. to gather; to assemble
ta dhawng v.p. to store; to earn; to

gather; to hoard; to
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ta ahuw v.p. to steal; to rob; to
burgle; to thieve
ta alit v.p. to alter; to move; to
shift; to budge; to
transform
ta olit v.p. to barter; to exchange;
to trade
ta alut v.p. to criticise; to slander;

to sneer; to reproach; to
ridicule; to joke; to

satirise

ta dmal v.p. to distribute; to divide;
to share out

ta dmat v.p. to make an
unintentional mistake;
to err

ta omung v.p. to dream; to fantasise

ta andyu v.p. to abuse; to chide; to

admonish; to insult; to
rebuke; to scold

ta dngaw v.p. to fry

ta anggut v.p. to speak in indirect way

ta dpan v.p. to tie; to bind

ta dpat v.p. to explode; to burst

ta dphaw v.p. to dry; to desiccate

ta ophlat v.p. to braid; to plait; to
twine

ta drang v.p. to wait; to halt; to
await; to pause; to stop

ta oro’ v.p. to overtake

ta dsal v.p. to turn over; to invert

ta dsay v.p. to steamcook

ta dsay v.p. to wake up; to awaken

ta ashin v.p. to support (esp. creeper)

ta dsilin v.p. to spread cloth on floor

ta ota v.p. to beckon

ta dtat v.p. to start; to inaugurate;
to initiate; to begin

ta otat v.p. to trip; to stumble

ta otdy v.p. to prepare loom

ta dtham v.p. to curse

ta dtsaw v.p. to make; to prepare

ta otsop v.p. to arrange; to tidy

ta 5tsong v.p. to stack; to heap up; to sang ta stsong ama’ kayuw don’t forget to stack the wood
pile; to mound

ta otsut v.p. to cook

ta dtsiit v.p. to count

ta dwal v.p. to ascend; to climb; to
mount

ta owat v.p. to ask; to request

ta owi’ v.p. to carry at the side

ta owo’ v.p. to be able to carry

ta oyut v.p. to repeat
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ta oyuw v.p. to happen for not
observing taboo
ta ham v.p. to wear shoes
ta ham v.p. to yawn also tang ham
ta hangglut  v.p. to praise; to sacrifice to  Bro’ wi hangglut khram = the household spirit must be
praised
ta hal v.p. to have sex (coitus) kwi wan hatdy rang tahal tsiin miin dog can have a sex for
long duration
ta halawk v.p. to produce waves; to pdan ati halawk miin a raft produces waves in the water
ripple
ta haldk v.p. to draw; to sketch; to
inscribe
ta hoama v.p. to lose
ta homawng  v.p. to be senseless
ta homak v.p. to be tasty; to be
delicious
ta hamiit to be happy; to be
joyful; to be jubilant
ta hap to cover; to close; to
shut
ta hapa to slap
ta hawan to be easy
ta hong v.p. to commit crime nyu lay ta hong hi pun tam bla may you should not
involve yourself in commiting crime
ta hong v.p. to search; to seek; to ki song ta hong t5y ming 1 will go to search wood
look for
ta ho’ v.p. to come; to arrive; to
reach
ta hii’ na v.p. to return from glat hay tiit liik 5 ta hii’ na makit not feeling of coming
somewhere; to come back
back
ta in v.p. to select; to choose; to
nominate
ta ka’ v.p. to lie down
ta kam v.p. to work; to labour
ta kap v.p. to fire; to shoot
ta kawng v.p. to last; to persist; to ki kawng ming 1 will last for a long time
continue
ta kay v.p. to fell
ta kaw v.p. to obey; to listen to nyt ning chapuy naw lay ta kaw listen to mother
ta ka to’ v.p. to block; to obstruct
ta kachal v.p. to poison tsong kamii kiwi’ ta kachal shiom k5 ngs one person tried
to poison me
ta kana’ v.p. to say goodbye nga rat ta kana’ maphan ds it is considered bad to say
goodbye at night
ta kdp v.p. to starve
ta kot v.p. to act; to do nyi kT kardt kam ta kdt i’ shii you come to my home to
work
ta khap v.p. to cover; to close
ta khat v.p. to elope
ta khat v.p. to be available
ta khan v.p. to show; to expose; to nyu dshaw tiim r5 ta khan hdmang show your physical

reveal

strength if you really have it
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ta khop v.p. to turn over; to invert

ta khap v.p. to bend; to crouch

ta khla v.p. to weed nyt 5kiing takhla tiin miin [you] need to weed the field

ta khlap v.p. to wear

ta khlat v.p. to rise (sun)

ta khiat v.p. to trim changgring khay ta khist kat hamang you really need to
trim the branches of bamboo

ta khlo’ v.p. to turn over

ta khlong v.p. to tear off; to rip off bawng naw kb kashap khlong ka k5 a tornado has torn off
the roof

ta khra v.p. to need

ta khra v.p. to dismantle

ta khram v.p. to decay

ta khram v.p. to decide on the price

ta khraw v.p. to recover

ta khray v.p. to inform

ta khray lat  v.p. to confess nyu ka’chaks ra ta khray lat hamang if you have done
wrong you must confess

ta khran v.p. to kneel

ta khrdy v.p. to be jealous

ta khri v.p. to suffer nyi ta than tdphi ta khri khra mang sé’ you have to
suffer to achieve something

ta khrip v.p. to thresh

ta khrit v.p. to grind phlang lik diro khrit ming 1 will grind millet in quern
(grinding) stone.

ta khriik v.p. to whip

ta khrun v.p. to contribute

ta khriin v.p. to pull

ta khrut v.p. to stab tsong wan prap ne ks chal ta khrut kont a crazy man is
trying to stab chal hangglaw kd khriit ming 1 will stab
with a spear

ta khruy v.p. to shake

ta khriy v.p. to touch

ta klat v.p. to sprain; dislocate nyu pla ta kist hi’ ay gyal don’t run and sprain your leg

ta kral v.p. to put down

ta krom Vv-p- to bury; to inter paopra lity wan kiitdng ta krdm kat the seed of pumkin has
to be burried deep inside

ta krit v.p. to laugh nyu wi ngan la phay ta krit kut la it made me to laugh on
seeing you

ta kun v.p. to move; to transfer

ta kiirtil v.p. to be jealous

ta kiiwdn V.p. to be sad

ta kwiin v.p. to roll

ta kwiit v.p. to brush; to sweep

ta kylik v.p. to shout

ta kyiil v.p. to follow

ta kyiing V.p. to wipe

tala’ v.p. to remove

ta lat v.p. to accept

ta [at v.p. to take ki karat bang ta lat hu’shu come to my home and take

cloth
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ta [at v.p. to bring kdnan hi’ song ta laat thé cha go to forest and bring
firewood
ta lawng v.p. to burn torawn r5 dkung ta lawng sammang the field will be
burnt tomorrow

ta lawng v.p.  tofade giil tawng lawng la the old cloth has faded

ta lang v.p. to dibble

ta 1op v.p. to sit

ta 1ot v.p. to be able; can ta I3t long to be able to ?2?? ki ta thit I3t miin 1 can walk

ta I3t v.p. to snatch; to seize; to cha’tong talot yikrey snatching things is shameful
grab

ta lin v.p. to advise; to counsel

ta ling v.p. to learn

ta lo’ v.p. to lick

ta long v.p. to contest (esp in ki ilekson ta long sommang 1 will contest the election
election)

ta long v.p. to stand

talw’ v.p. to lend kiwi’ dpay tt lii’ shu ngs lend me some money

ta lung v.p. to stab; to prick

ta liy v.p. to germinate bo liiy miin maize is germinating

ta liiyn v.p. to overflow (cup, pot on stove etc.)

ta [y v.p. to preserve

ta maa v.p. to lose the way

ta man v.p. to rest

ta man v.p. to stay

ta man v.p. to mind a child sa ta man ring it is nice to mind a child

t3 man v.p. to be numb pla ta man miin the leg is numb

ta mat v.p. to extinguish; to quench

ta may v.p. to dance ta may kiit miin I am in a dancing mood

ta mit v.p. to cut (hair)

ta mi’ul v.p.  toburp ki shat shya ki r> mi’il la T ate food, then I burped

ta miil v.p. to boil s.t. in water bo miil miing 1 am boiling the maize

ta mun v.p. to lure; to ensare

ta mung v.p. to invite

ta miit v.p. to sweat; to perspire

ta myiit v.p. to be shy; to be myiit miing lay 5ykat don’t be shy
embarassed

ta na v.p. to construct; build

tana v.p. to pause

ta nan v.p. to breed

ta nan v.p. to give birth

ta nan v.p. to nurse a baby

ta nan v.p. to rear; to tame; to
domesticate

ta nang v.p. to grow td nang pro’ la grown enough

ta nat v.p. to get ill kira ta nat makiit 1 don’t want to get ill

ta nan v.p. to make s.o0. drink

ta ndy v.p. to be in pain

ta ngap v.p. to set (sun) omik ngap miin sun is setting

ta ngay v.p. to cry; to weep

ta ngdm v.p. to dislike; to disdain; to 7@ ngam tu miin 1 don’t like

hate
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ta ngit v.p. to understand
ta ngung v.p. to find
ta ngung v.p. to see
ta nguy v.p. to enter
ta ngiiy V.p. to sleep
ta nung v.p. to pay a penalty
ta niing v.p. to order
ta nya v.p. to cook (esp vegetables,
meat)
ta nyam v.p. to pass gas
ta nyan v.p. to mark
ta nyat v.p. to sting
ta nyan v.Dp. to mark s.t. to identify ¢a nyan thiil shi put a stick to mark
it
tao’nyam  v.p.  toburp hathdy 6 'nyam miin 1 burped a great deal
ta olap v.p. to burp
ta pa’ v.p. to carry
ta pam v.p. to cultivate; to farm; to 3kiing ta pam sommang will have to do farming
till; to do agriculture
ta pan v.p. to drive (car etc.) ki ta pan ngit miing 1 know how to drive
ta pat v.p. to pretend koha’ ta pat matun no need to pretend without reason
ta pay v.p. to take out s.t. loose
ta pay v.p. to give back; to return  phé phée tdpdy te give [it] back to him quickly. tarawng ra
tapay return 1t tomorrow
ta pé v.p. to defeat; to win; to
vanquish; to conquer
ta pe’ v.p. to bake
ta pal v.p. to be able to shoot in
target
ta pan v.p. to pluck
ta pal v.Dp. to be able
ta pha’ v.p. to barricade
ta phal v.p. to flood taphal tarda miin preparing to flood
ta phap to fatten
ta phat v.p. to vomit; to puke
ta phat v.p. to smash; to break
ta pham to be healthy
ta phang v.p. to throw at random applies to small particles of s.t. lawng khri taphing
sommang will be throwing pebbles
ta phdy v.p. to sprinkle ati ta phdy may don’t sprinkle wter
ta phay v.p. to complete; to end; to phé phée taphay complete quickly thong ta phay see till to
finish the end ta phdy miil5t unable to finish
ta phit v.p. to give td phit maka nothing to give
ta phit v.p. to pay dpay ta phit tin miin need to pay money
ta phit v.p to fart; to pass gas taphit ta phit mdphan it is bad to fart
ta phlap v.p. to chatter katang ta phlap matin no need to chatter
ta phle’ v.p. to be burnt sa may k2 phle’ la the child was burnt by a fire
ta phlang v.p. to fill; to overflow; to
rise
ta phl’ v.p. to jump
ta phral v.p to light fire
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ta phrat v.p. to snap (cord, rope)

ta phrut v.p. to receive (people) ta phrut hii’ shii come to receive

ta phiip v.p. to swell

ta phyil v.p. to go badly wrong

ta phyung v.p to fly ki taphyung miilst 1 can’t fly

ta plo’ v.p. to cut

ta pong v.p. to hold

ta pra v.p. to depart; to quit; to 5y tapra’ sommang will have to depart
leave; to exit

ta pra’ v.p. to allocate; to kam ta pra’ tim miin need to allocate work
distribute; to divide; to
share

ta pra’ v.p to share shat ta pra’ ssmmang will share food

ta prap v.p. to be mentally ill; to be td prap tdra miin he is preparing to be mentally ill ta
mad; to be crazy prap sommang will become mad

ta prat v.p. to become extinct

ta pray v.p. to consult

ta prom v.p. to immerse

ta pring v.p. to prohibit; to forbid

ta prung v.p to increase
(demographically)

ta pum v.p. to cover

ta pin v.p. to get ready; to prepare  iskil tapian hammang get ready for school

ta puy v.p. to turn back

ta puy v.p. to pursuit; to follow

ta piit v.p to push

ta pyo v.p. to smear

ta pyoo v.p. to enjoy

ta pyiik v.p. to milk

ta pyiik V.p. to rinse

ta ra kraw v.p. to love one another kasiit ta ra kraw love one another

ta ram v.p to rot

ta ray v.p. to cut

ta 13’k v.p. to hiccough

ta rak v.p. to bark

ta rdy v.p. to damage; to destroy td ray kraw may don’t damage one another

taro’ v.p to overtake also 5ro?. gyal tard’ ming 1 will overtake

ta rong v.p. to bind

ta ru’ v.p. to bake; to roast

ta rul v.p. to make a bridge across
ariver

ta rung v.p. to tie an animal around @ rung mathan unable to tie
the neck

ta rup v.p. to collaborate; to co- 3Jking tarup sommang will collaborate farming
operate

ta riil v.p to bathe

ta riil V.p. to wash

ta riil v.p. to clean

ta riit V.p. to clear

ta riit v.p. to wail

ta riit v.p to twine

ta sal v.p. to dry
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7 3l V.p. to trust ta sal kata not to be trusted
ta sal kata e to be untrustworthy ta sal kata tsong untrustworthy person
ta sal mataw ~ V-P- to be untrustworthy ta sal madtaw tsong untrustworthy person
ta sal v.p. to expect
ta sang v.p. to filter
ta sat v.p. to murder, kill
ta say v.p. to write pit tasay ngit miing 1 know writing
ta say v.p to recover from a
hangover
ta sdk v.p. to bite kwi sak miin the dog is biting me
ta san v.p. to put inside; to keep; té’ liik dpay ta son to keep money in the box
to store
ta sap v.p. to decrease, go down bray s3p la the river has dried up
(esp. liquids);
ta sap v.p. to evaporate; to dry up  kdchung [i oti s5p la water has evaporated from the vessel
ta shan v.p to help; to aid; to assist
ta shat v.p. to eat; to consume; to
ingest
ta shawng v.p. to capture kré ta shawng to capture hen
ta shawk v.p. to live ta shawk hatay kasiit its good to live
a1 shd v.p. to play ta shé kit miin 1 am in playing mood
ta shu? v.p. to row riiung ta shii’ ngit miing I know rowing
ta shiil v.p. to weigh
ta shiip v.p. to buy
ta so’ v.p. to fall (rain, snow)
ta so’ v.p to bleed
ta siing v.p. to wear ring
ta sut v.p. to make an offering of st né ko sha shu make an offering then eat
food or drink to the
spirits before eating
ta sut v.p. to wear
ta sut v.p to put a sword into its sut sit shit put your sword into its sheath
sheath
ta suy v.p. to cut
ta sliy v.p. to die
ta siiy v.p. to fear; to be afraid Also chathong.
tata v.p. to kick phiitbol wan pla kb ta ta(ta that) hamang football must be
kicked with a foot
tata’ v.p. to receive s.t. dpay ta ta’ to receive money
ta taal v.p. to emerge hambyiing phyawk ki ra taal na la the banana has
regrown again after I cut it
ta tal v.p. to spring out
ta tal v.p to celebrate at one’s
failure
ta tok v.p. to count
ta tong v.p. to dip taomin tong ming 1 will dip it in the salt
ta tasong v.p. to send a message lay ta t3song tiin miin [1] need to send a message
ta toyun v.p. to beautify; to decorate;
to ornament
ta thawng v-p drinkable ta thawng brong The type that can be drunk
ta thawng v.p. to drink ati ta thawng hamang you can drink the water
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ta than v.p. to get ta than maka tha nothing left to get
ta thak v.p. to obey
ta thal v.p. to snap in two (stick
etc.), fracture
ta tham v.p. to eat
ta thom v.p to play instrument;
(drum, jews’ harp etc.);
to ring (bell)
ta that v.p. to kick
ta thin kraw ~ v.p. to collide with ta thin kraw sammang will have to collide with
ta to’ v.p. to be stuck
ta tsal v.p. to be laborious
ta tsal v.p to lit
ta tshim REE to think also tan tshiim timiin ta tshiim to think good
ta tu v.p. to be in order
ta tun v.p. to need; to require
ta tiirg’ v.p. to be naughty
ta tung v.p. to float
ta tuw v.p to be able to cook
ta tiikay v.p. to request
ta tiin Vv.p. to obey naw lay ta tiin to obey mother
ta tung V.p. to defeat Poetic language. cf. tam pey.
sanglong
ta tya v.p. to carry s.t with two
people or more
tauy v.p to pick up lawng ta uy to pick up the stone
ta wa v.p. to do craft jaw ta wa to knit a basket
ta wan v.p. to join; to weld together also fa dawk. tiko ta wan to join bamboo pipes
(pipes etc.)
ta wan v.p. to broadcast seeds
ta wan v.p. to throw
td wang v.p. to be thirsty
ta wat v.p to bite cf. siii ko tawat hamang bite with a teeth
ta wat v.p. to be startled; to panic ~ cf. ping 3pat la r5 tawat le we were startled when the
bomb exploded @y tawat don’t panic
ta way v.p. to hang s.t bang taway to hang cloth
ta wyil v.p. to carry
ta wyit v.p. to sell
ta wylit v.p to sell shaw ta wyiit to sell vegetable
ta yal v.D. to thresh
ta yal v.p. to walk
ta yap v.p. to fan
ta yat v.p. to unbind, unpack,
untie
ta yaw v.p. to dissolve, melt
ta yawk v.p to immerse
ta yat v.p. to decrease due to
continuous use
tayu’ v.p. to poke
ta yukrey v.p. to be shy; to be
embarassed

71



Roger Blench and Sokhep Kri A dictionary of Kman Circulated for comment

Kman PoS English Comment
ta yul v.p. to take revenge
ta yuy v.p to be intoxicated; to be
drunk
ta yiip v.p. to suck, sip
ta 'yey v.p. to quarrel
taal v.n. emerging; regrowing cf. ta taal = to emerge
tads n. playing cards < Hindi
tabang gal n. taro, arum variety
tabrd sd n. expert hunter title given to an expert hunter
ta chap n. filtering net
tahling n. side of an agricultural
field
takhamdi n. elephant with long FElephas maximus <?
tusks
takhré n. bamboo tubew used to
store liquid foods
takrd n. bamboo thwarts for
hanging animal skulls
takra n. latrine; toilet; loo
takte n. kingfishers Ceyx, Halcyon spp.
tak-tse’ n. house sparrow Passer domesticus 653
ta’lawng n.p. main post of house
Tald p.n. Dibang River
taliw n. measles; chicken pox
tam bé v.p. to make noise ko’ hi’ també may not to make noise unnecessarily
tam bal v.p. to shake; to quake
tam bap v.p. to stumble; to trip
tam bla v.p. to slice
tam bla v.p. to cancel a journey; tam bla s5mla had to cancel
change plan
tam blan v.p. to send sawady rawk hi’ blan shu send through the son
tam blay v.p. to replace tam blday makhra no need to replace [it]
tam bl3m v.p. to heat; to warm; to boil ~ 5#i bl5m miing I am boiling the water
tam bliin V.p. to educate; to explain; mastor pit bliin miin the teacher is teaching from a book.
to instruct; to teach
tam bliing v.p. to be similar; to be chapmi anning bling miin = the two brothers are
identical identical
tam brat v.p. to incite people or
animals to fight
tam bray v.p. to quarry lawng khri bray yey let us quarry pebbles
tam bré v.p. to wear belt bre tam bré dom taw being told to wear belt
tam bral v.p. to drop s.t. lawng tambr3l to drop stone
tam bral v.p. to fall from a height 7o’ hay tam bral to fall from the cliff
tam brdp v.p. to  join, assemble r5k brap la the bone has mended
(objects); to be healed-
to mend (bone)
tam brat v.Dp. to twist; to wring brang tam brat h3wan it is easy to twist rope
tam brit v.p. to have sex; to
copulate; to mate; to
have intercourse
tam bro’ v.p. to scratch with claws Jjami sawro’ tam bro’ scratch like a cat
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tam bro’ v.p. to weed dkiing tam bro’ to weed a field

tam brung v.p. to make an bily i lay tam briing mdphan its not advisable to
announcement announce household talks

tam bruy v.p. to call chal brity miing 1 am calling the mithun

tam bruy v.p. to console; to comfort; sa bruy shu console the child
to appease; to pacify; to
soothe

tam buy v.p. to roam tam bity kit miin 1 wish to roam

tam bl v.p. to exaggerate lay tambul = saying it exaggeratingly

tam bl v.Dp. to add ati t tambil hamang need to add more water

tam pé v.p. to defeat tam pé khra mang need to defeat

tam phi’ v.p. to add also tang phi’

tam phit v.p. to give

tam phit v.p. to fart; to pass gas

tam phlay v.p. to cross over

tam phle’ v.p. to cut

tam phlo’ v.p. dusk; evening

tam phlo’ v.p. to be late nyu tam phlo’ may te! you must not be late!

tam phlw’ v.p. to jump

tam phlu’ v.p. to spring off botalo khap phli’ k216 the 1id of the bottle has sprung off

tam phlut v.p. to wash face with hands

tam pho’ v.p. to liberate; to free; to mangra pho’ k3 taw the prisoners have been liberated
let loose

tam pho’ v.p. to knock

tam phrawk  v.p. to fall lawng phrawk miin stones are falling

tam phriil v.p. to erode

tam phriil v.p. to cook liquid food

tam phrut v.p. to meet together bajar hay tam phrut to meet in market

tam phung v.p. to itch

tam pray v.p. to discuss chal dam tam pray to discuss about the mithun

ta phiip v.p. to swell; to inflate

ta phyil v.p. to go morally badly
wrong; to be wayward

ta phyung v.p. to fly

tam phit v.p. to fart

tam phit v.p. to give; to offer; to
present

tam phyin v.p. to cut

tam phytit v.p. to whistle

ta(m) puy v.p. to pursue chal tam puy to pursue mithun

tam piy v.p. to turn back tam puy miisdm sii’ not a time to turn

tam puy v.p. to attack an enemy it tam puy sommang will have to attack an enemy

tam puy v.p. to drive away (animal chal tam piiy sommang will drive away mithun
etc.)

tam piit V.p. to push lawng miiy tam piit to push the boulder

tam pit v.p. to scratch kré piit miin a hen is scratching

Taman p.n. clan name

ta’man v.n. vibration cf. ta ta’man = to vibrate

tambro’ n.p. weeding; clearing the dkiing tam bro’ khra mang field has to be weeded

grasses that choke the
seedlings
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tambya n. tobacco, traditional Nicotiana tabacum. cf. sada.
ta’may adv. slowly wi ta’may tay miin He walks slowly
tamphlap adv. overlapping katang tamphlap = to speak unnecessarily
tamiil n. areca nut < Assamese
tan chan v.p. to be seriously ill
tan chawk v.p. to live; to dwell
tan chay v.p. to be hardworking
tan che’ v.p. to split
tan cham v.p. to disappear
tan chhang v.p. to disappear lawng brat ati Lik chhang la the pebble sank in the water
tan chhul v.p. to eat any sloppy food chhul k5 tan chhul eat with a spoon
with a spoon
tan chhiin v.p. to pick kanggi kb kré sa chhiin lo a kite has seized the chick
tan chhiit v.p. to slice; to splice brang chhit shii splice the rope
tan chiil V.p. to persecute tan chiil maphan its bad to persecute
tan chi v.p. to extinguish
tan chi v.p. to endure
tan chiil v.p. to punish kahitw wi’ tan chiil khra mang thief has to be punished
tan chiip v.p. to skim off; to drain;
strain
tan cho v.p. to poke
tan cho’ v.p. to remove
tan chong v.p. to spoil
tan chw’ v.p. to discard
tan chut v.p. to poke
tan dal v.p. to put on lower part of nyu dal tan dal hamang you need to put a wrapper
women’s dress
tan daw V.. to assist; help; aid ki wi’ tan daw hii’ shii come to assist me
tan daw v.p. to  be  hospitable; hiil wi’ tan daw to be hospitable with guest
welcoming
tan dawk v.p. to attach; to connect; to
join
tan dawng v.p. to throw away
tan dawng v.p. to dehusk
tan dawng v.p. to pound
tan day v.p. to cut; to attack with shabre k> day ming 1 will cut with sword.
sword
tan day v.p. to squeal
tan d3k ing  v.p. to be hungry ki d5k ing miin 1 feel hungry ki d5k ing miin 1 feel hungry
tan dal v.p. to stamp; to trample
tan dom v.p. to assault; to beat; to
strike; to beat; to hit
tan do v.p. to say
tan do’ v.p. to lean
tan do’ v.p. to die while climbing
tan do’ v.p. to stand up
tan dong v.p. to press
tan dong v.p. to make a visit
tan du’ v.p. to ridicule
tan jal v.p. to loosen (esp rope)
tan jal v.p. to swim
tan jiil v.p. to tighten brang ka tan jiil to tighten with a rope
tan jiil v.p. to repay; reimburse cf. tan tshap. ha tan jiil to repay a loan
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ta(n) ok v.p. to calculate dpay ta t3k phay la finished to calculate money
tan tha’ v.p. to keep s.t; to put; to
store
tan tha’ v.p. to let free; to loose; to
liberate
tan tha v.p. to gossip tan tha manjay not in mood to gossip
tan than v.p. to get; to possess; to
gain; to obtain; to
recover s.t.; to acquire
tan thaw v.p. to prick kathaw thaw miin a thorn is pricking me
tan thang to put s.t. inside force;
to force in
tan thi’ v.p. to hide (person) _ung hi’ tan thi’ to hide inside kahaw thi? k316 the thief
hid
tan thit shan  V-P- to accompany tan thit shon makiit not in mood to accompany
tan thit v.p. to go ki nay tan thit wo? Should I also go?
tan thit v.p. to proceed tan thit matiin no need to proceed
tan tho’ v.p. to weave tho’ tan tho’ to weave on a loom
tan tho’ v.p. to extend
tan thong v.p. to look; to see; to watch
tan thong v.p. to care
tan  thong v.p. to look for s.t. thong harun shu you look carefully
harun intensively
tan thong ttk  v.p. to observe thong tik shu you look static
tan thum v.p. to die
tan thun v.p. to be unable
tan thiit v.p. to smoke may tan thiit to smoke a fire
tan thiit v.p. to blow
tan thiit v.p. to cough
tan thiiwk v.p. to support
tan thiiwk v.p. to protect
ta to’ v.p. to be stuck
tan tong v.p. to support s.t. to be in
place
tan tong v.p. pillars under the house
tan tong v.p. to grind; to pound samay bo tong shii daughter, grind the maize
tan tshal v.Dp. to acquaint; to ki nyii wi’ tshal miing 1 recognize you
recognise; to know; to
identify
tan tshap v.p. to repay cf. tan jiil.
tan tshan v.p. to shake,; to shiver; to
tremble
tan tshal v.p. to identify tshal 1@ I5 Can you identify it?
tan tshut v.p. to breathe
tan tsiin v.p. to be able
tan tuk v.p. to point at s.t.
tan tow v.p. to contain
tan tuw v.p. = to be available
tan tiin v.p. to approve; to obey; to
consent
tan tiin v.p. to believe; to trust
tan tiit v.p. to arrive; to reach
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tan tut v.p. to show a light

ta tuw v.p. to be able to cook

tan tuy v.p. to pour a1l tan tuy to pour some water

tan tiin v.p. to agree lay tan tiin to agree with the advice
tan tylim v.p. to be sweet

tan zat v.Dp. to feed

tan zay V.p. to sing kasiit tan zay to sing well

tan zawng v.p. woven rope of cooked only served to elders

pieces of  internal
organs of a cow,
buffalo or mithun

tan zang v.p. to cut (small tree with
dao)
tan ziik v.p. to be cracked
tan ziil v.p. to nail
tan ziin V.p. to be able Also tan tsiin
tan ziip v.p. to disappear
Tan p.n. November
tana garé n. spice, unidentified
tanding n. road, large
ta’ndm n. grinding stone, upper
tang gat v.p. to harvest; to reap
tang gal v.p. to step gal shu please step
tang gal v.p. to leave tang gal ay do tell not [him] to leave maphan kraw ra gal
ka shu leave it, if it is bad
tang gal v.p. to reject ki gal miing 1 reject it
tang gang v.p. to put net or trap hakap tanggang to put a bird trap
tang gat v.p. to harvest; to reap ki mang gat miing 1 am harvesting paddy
tang gawk v.p. to germinate (crop); to tang gawk lawk la its time to germinate
sprout
tang gay v.p. to make friendship
tang gé v.p. to coil up riil g€ miin = the snake is coiling up
tang gong v.p. to drag; to pull; to tug
tang gi v.p. to turn s.t. kdching tanggi dma’ kayiw don’t forget to turn the
utensil
tang gil v.p. to dry
tang gla’ v.p. to turn over a flat object
tang glay v.p. to hoe; to till
tang glt’ v.p. to undress
tang go’ v.p. to crack; to split; to
break
tang gram v.p. to put on a load; to
burden
tang gran v.p. to endure; to bear
tang gran to be furious; to be
angry
tang grap v.p. to wrestle tang grap kraw maphan it is bad to wrestle
tang grawk  v.p. to shake in the hands,
s.t. hollow
tang grang v.p. to whimper; to groan tsong kanang grang miin The old man is whimpering
tang grop v.p. to break; to smash kré sit grap la the egg has broken
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tang grong  v.p. to grip; to grasp; 0 glang k5 kré sa grong ka Io the hawk seized the chick
seize

tang grin Vv.p. to aim

tang grin v.p. to garland krin griin shu put on the necklace

tang grun v.p. to lift; to carry sa grun shii carry the baby

tang grit v.p. to apply; to rub

tang gyal v.p. to run

tang gyap v.Dp. to twinkle

tang gyat v.p. to listen

tang gyo’ v.p. to mix

tang gyung  v.p. to select; to choose

tang gyup v.p. to deceive; to trick; to tang gyup matin there is no need to deceive
mislead

tang gyup v.p. to lie tang gyip ngaray its sin to lie

tang gyup v.p. to mislead; to deceive; tang gyup maphan its not good to mislead
to trick

tang hat v.p. to flee; to escape

tang ham v.p. to yawn

tang hakay  v.p. to exclude

tang hakrat  v.p. to lead

tang hokun  v.p. to appreciate

tang kan v.p. to bind; to tie

tang kaw v.Dp. to agree; to assent; [dy tang kaw to agree what is said
concur

tang khat v.p. to elope nga rat tang khat to elope at night

tang khra v.p. to dismantle; to destroy  kona tang khra dismantle the fence

tang khrap v.p. to make a knot khrap tang khrap to make invitation

tang khray v.p. to be jealous; to be Dbetween husband and wives or lovers
envious away takhray to be jealous of a husband

tang khran v.p. to kneel tang khran miil5t not to be able to kneel

tang khrun v.p. to contribute tang khrun hii’ shii come to contribute

tang kral v.p. to put s.t. in place sang tang kral to put a wood

tang khing ~ V-P- to knock

tang khung ~ V-P- to play

tang khiip v.p. to bend

tang khyam  v.p. to touch

tang khyat v.p. to lay a trap

tang ki v.p. to rotate

tang kle’ v.p. to make porridge

tang kI3t v.p. to get a sprain

tang kong v.p. to keep  someone
without food

tang kram v.p. to carry

tang kraw v.p. to dry s.t.

tang krom v.p. to bury; to inter

tang krang v.p. to do’ to act

tang krop v.p. to sew

tang krit v.p.  tolaugh ki tang krit miinjay 1 don’t feel like laughing

tang kro’ v.p. to deliver
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tang kro v.p. to wrap; to tie

tang krung v.p. to measure; to gauge

tang kul v.p. reaping, harvest

tang kul v.p to medicate kinaw nat tangkul sommang will have to treat mother’s
illness

tang shan v.p. to help biiy tang shan tay yéy let go to help in building the house

tangkhung n. wasp sp. tangkhung nyat mang wasp will bite

tanggang n. dragonfly also tyangdyang, also big size of Kman dao

tangngal n. wasp sp.

tangga n. shoulder-blade

tangga n. shield, made of 8

bamboo varieties
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tanggi n. beer (raw form) prepared with the same process as kambong but for
general consumption.
tangglo n. barbet, golden throated =~ Megalaima franklinii 306
tangglong n. food cooked in bamboo
tube
tanggra n. basket for back pack
tanggwi n. iron
tanggwi n.p. iron tripod
pastiw
tanggwi n.p. iron file
tdpuw
tap n. serving (food) cf. tan tap = to serve
shat tan tap phit hamang please serve him food
ta’ong n. mountain horned frog Xerophrys parva
tap n. rent; fare
tap n. fees; charge; gari tap taxi fare
disbursement
ta’pam n. ear infection; otitis
tapha’ n. wall; partition
taphyd n. arrowhead
taphyd tang v.p. to shoot toy arrow mik taphyo tang kap to shoot arrow to treat eye ailment
kap against the eye as part
of medical procedure
taphyok n. eclipse
tars c.m. when maka tars kiwi’ khrday shii tell me when it is finished
tartik n. date (time) < Hindi
ta’rung adv. describes leaving - sking ta?ring sdmla the farming was left off midway
midway
ta’san n. boil on the body
ta’shin n. small piece of offered to guests during rituals
uncooked meat
tashin n. stick for creeper
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tasht’ n. ladle bamboo half-tube on stick
tasty n. medicine;
medicament
tasliy bily n. clinic; dispensary;
hospital
tasti kdnong - dangerous; ferocious cf. t3pow an tasi kanung tiger is dangerous
tasit ti n. liquid medicine
tasit n. pimple; spot; blemish
tatak n. rusty-bellied shortwing  Brachypteryx hypererythra 584
tathiit n. saliva; spittle; sputum
tatyd a. troublesome; difficult tatyo tsong troublesome person
taw dir. North up there in front. cf. fuz. needs approval
taw 1. collision cf. tan taw = to collide
tawan' n. trap (for rat, bird)
tawdy n. hanger for clothes
fawk V.. being poisoned cf. tan tawk to poison, to be poisoned. chining ko tawk la
the mushroom poisoned me
tawng v.n. drinking tawng ming I will drink
ki tawng ming 1 will drink
nyii thawng shii you will drink
he will drink
kin tawng may we will drink
you two
nyi ning thawng shi you all will drink
win tawng mang taw they will drink
tawng a. old (thing) beéla tawng old plate
tawin n. town < English
tay v.n flowing cf. tan tay = to flow
tayap n. fan
ta’ylim n. large uncooked piece of offered to guests during big rituals
meat
tayuu n. gnat (small insect like ??7????777?
mosquito)
e’ n. box
te’ v.n. putting s.t on fire tripod  cf. tan te’ = to put kachung té’ shii put vessel on a tripod
te v.n. interrogating s.o. cf. tan te=to interrogate
te’ kan zay  n.p. gramophone; et. ‘box which sings’
player; CD player
tebal n. table < English
tekolt n. kettle < English ‘tea-kettle’
tektek wa n. niltava Niltava sundara male
fom v.n. going also tay miin
tenga n. orange; tangerine Citrus reticulata < Assamese
t3 chokoy V.p. to  enforce; 15 chakay byo manjay insisting all the time is not good
nsist
t3 chakit v.p.  totickle also #5 kiilysk act of tickling. 5y byam chakit miin do not
touch, it tickles
t3 chathang  v.p. to to be afraid of; to t3pow wi’ tachathong to fear from tiger
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fear
t3 chiriw v.p. to play dan 3y chiriw ning don’t play too much
t3 chuway v.p. to wail as at a funeral tin kata hi’ 5y chiway don’t wail without
reason
t3 3hawng v.p. to gather; to assemble tsong t5 5hawng tiin miin there is a need to gather people
t3 3chung v.p. to enjoy dan 5 achung maphan excessive enjoyment is not good ?
also ta achung = to be amused
t3 akap v.p. to turn over a baby
t3 3ma’ v.p. to forget t5 ama’ may not to forget
t3 3pat v.p. to burst; explode; erupt  ping t5 5pat to explode bomb
t3 dsay v.p. to wake up NB. The tone changes when the verb is transitive. nga
w3y t5 dsay kasiit waking up in the morning is good
t5 3say v.p. to wake s.o0. up ngad way t3 3say ngs te wake me up in the morning
t5 3shyang v.p. to straighten kwr 3may t5 ashyang malst a dog’s tail can’t be
straightened
t3 otat v.p. to begin; to commence; nyu pang td atat hamang you make a start first
to start
t3 owdy v.p. to visit; look for
t3 hanap v.p. to suppress; overpower; 5 hanap mathak yung 1 will not be suppressed
to dominate
t5 handy v.Dp. cf. = to forgive
t5 h3ndy v.p. to forgive; to pardon sa wi t5 han3y kat to pardon a child
t5 hanjdk v.p. to shake (e.g. a tree)
t3 hanul v.p. to instruct; to order
t3 hapa v.p. to collaborate dkiung hapa ming 1 will collaborate in farming
t3 hatay v.p. to make fun of
t3 hawyin v.p. to spin
t5 h3wyin v.p. to spin; to twine; to
braid; to plait
t3 hiiliil v.p. to stumble; to trip
t3 kona? v.p. to bid farewell
t3 kandy v.p. to observe a taboo
t3 katang v.p. to speak
t3 kato’ v.p. to prevent
t3 kotsut v.p. to cook
t3 kiilyak v.p. to tickle sa wi’ 3y kiilysk do not tickle a baby
t3 kungsay v.p. to deny politely makd ra t5 kungsay kat if not available, deny him
t3 kiirdil v.p. to be jealous; to be also kiirii
envious
t3 kiiwdn v.p. to mourn
t3 pachha v.p. to whisper
t3 purl v.p. to read; study kasiit t3 purt to study well
t3 riwa v.p. to confuse note tone
t3 s0’duw v.p. to get angry; to be
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enraged; to be furious
t3 song a. popular; famous cf. t3t5 _ung = to be famous
t3 t3 song v.p. to be popular; to be
famous
t5 t3kdy v.p. to request t5 kay hu’ ming I will come to request
t3 tdkha v.p. to show anger; to be ay t kha don’t anger [me]
angry with
t3 toppal v.p. to imprison te tapal khra mang will need to imprison
t3 tara v.p. to fix; make t5 tora makhra no need to make
t3 tora v.p. to repair t5 tora khra mang it will require repair
t3 t3shin v.p. to be greedy; to be
avaricious
t3 thawat v.p. to  panic; to, be
shocked; to be startled
t3 tiikha v.p. to get angry; to become
enraged
t5ha n. large-billed crow cf. dshd. Corvus macrorhynchus
thal n. loom blade
3k v.n. counting; calculation cf. ta tok = to count
Taka p.n. major ritual of the corresponds to the Tamla of the Tawra people.
Kman people
performed  for  the
wellbeing of  the
household or
community
takam n. fog; mist; haze
takdy V.. asking; requesting
t5kdy n. venereal disease;
gonorrhea
t3kha n. abuse; annoyance; cf. t3 tokha = to show anger
disgust; anger;
harassment; vexation
takhi  bong n.p. dung beetle lit. ‘dung round it rolls’. cf. phawngwa.
k3 katdy
takhra n. sowing season tokhra tatha’ lawk la its time to sow
takhung n. ridge of soil around the
field to stop water
running away
takhiiy n. faeces; stool;
excrement; dung;
manure
taki n. lemon
3K n. tick < English
t3kstiw n. bribe poetic kiingpha’ diwphala
taku’ zal n. ant carcass Also klawng kro’
takd jal n. ant saliva
tala n. unit of measurement the weight of a one rupee coin
t3lay n. centre; middle of. Kip.
talay mu quant. half nyi shat talay mii pht shu ngs give me half of your food
t3la n. Alpine musk deer Moschus chrysogaster H. bap (= s.t. round like a ball)
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t31a sit np.  musk
Tallo p.n. Lohit river
talong n. Lama; Tibetan; Monpa; Buddhist holy man
Meyor
talong bichi n _ung__ sp.
T3lu p-n. death ceremony
taluy n. buffalo
t3luy shya n buffalo, wild Bubalus arnee
oy tawat 0 leech sp. buffalo leech
t3lily wa n common mynah Acridotheres tristis 561
(buftalo bird)
Bm v.n. remembrance; recalling ~ cf. tan tdm = to remember t5m miing I remember tai mil
[5 do you remember?
tamawk n. thunderstorm; tempest
awang
t3mawk n. particles released when
Swiy a storm breaks trees
(thunder axe)
tomawk wa  n. Asian palm swift Cypsiurus balesiensis 282
tdmawng n. hearth
t3mawng n. frame around the hearth
gdm
tamin n. salt
Tomily p.n. September
tang cl. classifier for cloth, gul tong mii one piece of cloth
mats, bags
tang v.n. dipping cf. ta tang = to dip
tang grong v.p. to put on headgear ki pho 'rong grong ming 1 will put on a turban
tang gun V-p- to love gun n3y ka tashawk live lovingly
tang gustt v.p. to complain
tang hiiw v.p. to emit
t3ng hip v.p. to cover
tang hwi v.p. to strike
tang hwiil v.p. to dig
tang ka’ v.p. to lie down
tdng krong ~ V-P- to feel cold krong miin 1 feel cold
t3ng krin v.p. to wear
tang kun v.p. to move; to transfer
tang kut v.p. to desire
tang rup v.p. to collaborate
tophal n. flood; landslide
t3pht conj.  because of nyi taphi sdmld it happened because of you
taphit n. reason for s.t. shan taphi chan for what reason
t3phiin n. grass, general
t3ppal n. imprisonment; manggra tappal nay the prisoner is imprisoned
confinement
t3piing n. regrowth of vegetation 3kiing tépung somla the field is vegetated
after 3-4 years
tapuw n. tiger Panthera tigris H. jaw gram (= ‘big basket made of
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bamboo’)
t3piw boda  n.p-p  lion Panthera leo lions do not occur in this region, so this
animal is only known indirectly
t3piw n.p. lion Panthera leo
chiriing
t3piw n.p. lion Panthera leo
diirting
t3paw n.p. leopard Panthera pardus
kachik
t3pliw naw n.p. tigress Panthera tigris
taptw n.p. male tiger Panthera tigris
ngalong
t3paw sa n.p. tiger cub
tara v.n. making cf. ta tora = to make mintdri sut tora miin the blacksmith
is making a sword
tara v.n. repairing cf. 13 tara= to repair
tarawng n. morning
trawng nga  n.p. early morning
tarawng 13 adv. tomorrow torawng rd bajar t3y long hak let us go to market
tomorrow
taruw n. battle; war; combat;
fight; revolt
taruw n. brother’s wife; sister-
in-law; sister’s husband
tasawk 1. deer cf. kasawk.
tashit n. urine; piss
t3shin n. greed; avarice 15 tashin = to be greedy
tasong S.V. popular tasong miin tsong popular person
t3stim boar
tasimkrd I wild pig; “boar’ Sus scrofa H. nyil kanjul (= ‘pointed mouth’ cf. Idu)
t3stim ti n.p. pygmy hog Porcula salviana. This animal is very rare and
k3pong identification uncertain
tdy v.n. going
ki t5y ming 1 will go
nyi thay shu you go
wi chin tem ning they (two) are going
win tém taw they are going
t3yln V.. ornamenting; cf. ta toyun = to beautify
beautification;
decoration
tha’ v.n. keeping; putting cf. tan tha’= to keep s.t
tha’ v letting free; loosing cf. tan tha’= to let free
tha v.n gossip cf. tan tha = to gossip
tha(ng) rait  n. boundary
thachit n. kidney
thacho n. chair; throne; modern would not be used by a kambring.
type
thachd’ n. flag
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thakala n. eyeglass; spectacles < English spectacles
thaktit n. wasp sp.
thakya n. bee sp.
than AEt getting; POSSeSSion;  cf an than = to get
gaining; obtaining;
recovering s.t.;
acquiring
thanggt n. accident death due to accident or unnatural cause
thanggl a. dying by accident thanggt som la an accident has happened
thapthaw n. area opposite the hdpin
between the hearth and
the exit door
tha-tstiy n. aluminium
thaw v.n. be pricked cf. tan thaw = to be pricked
thawat v.n. panicking;  shocking; cf. t3(ta) thawat = to panic ki ko thawat ki 1 surprised him
startling
thawng v.n. drinking; sucking cf. ta@ thawng = to drink
breast (i.e. baby) thawng shu You, drink!
thawng n. udder
thawng n. waterfall; cascade
thawngle n.p. traditional bag
tlipdy
thaykraw n. Bengal monitor; water Varanus bengalensis
monitor
theka n. work order < Assamese
thak n. obeying cf. ta thok = to obey
thal n. group; party; ki chiin th3l mdnda We are from the same party
community
thal coll. herd; flock; crowd [any mantshuw thal kiilen five herds of cattle. kré thal kayiin
person, animal wild or two flocks of chickens
domestic]
th3l v.n. snapping; breaking cf. ta thal =to snap in two (stick etc.), fracture
thdm v.n. eating (esp meat, fish, cf. ¢td tham = to eat
fruit); chewing (a bone)
tham v.n. beating; playing (drum, cf. ta tham = to play instrument
instrument);  playing
(the jews’ harp; ringing
(a bell)
th3may n. injury; wound
Thamit p.n. April
thdwong n. bamboo shoots
thdm a. last; end; final mal tham last room of the house
thang V.. putting  s.t. inside  ¢f 1qn thing = to put
forcefully
that v.n. kicking cf. ta that = to kick
thi’ n. hiding; concealment ¢f. tan thi’= to hide.
thin v.n. crashing cf. tan thin = to crash
thin v.n. knocking down cf. tan thin= to knock down
tho’ n. loom cf. tan tho = to weave
tho’tshul n. loom kit (bamboo tube)
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tho’ v.n. extension cf. tan tho = to extend

thong v.n. looking cf. tan _ung =to look

thong v.n. caring cf. tan _ung =to care

thong v.n. seeing cf. tan _ung =to see

thong v.n. watching cf. tan _ung = to watch

thong harun ~ v.n. looking for s.t. cf. tan thong harun = to look for s.t. intensively
intensively

thong tik v.n. observing; looking cf. tan thong tik = to observe
static

thiit v.n. smoking

tong v.n. grinding

thim v.n. dying cf. tan thum= to die

Thim p.n. Siang River

thln n. bunch; bundle; cluster

thlin v.n. inability; cf. tan thun= to be unable
incompetence;
incapacity

thiing n. small log

Thing p-n. major ritual of the corresponds to R€ of the Idu people, Da? of the Tawra
Kman people,

involving  large-scale
animal sacrifice

thiing n. bamboo jar
thiing n. kettle
thiing cl. classifier for medium sang thing kiilon five medium-sized pieces of wood

size pieces of wood,
bamboo, cane

thii-ngt n. two stick that hold the
phung threads apart in the
loom
thiirt n. balance for weighing
thiit v.n. blowing (with mouth) cf. tan thiit = to blow
thiit v.n. coughing cf. tan thiit = to cough
thiiuk v.n. supporting cf. tan thiiuk = to support
thiiuk v.n. protection cf. tan thiuk = to protect
thyo suff.  suffix on pronouns for ;145 s5mia = that happened to be him
animates meaning
‘certainly, definitely’
thytip v.n. folding (cloth etc.) bang ta thyip to fold cloth
t1 haw n.p. fish-trap
T ko n.p. bamboo pipe used to
tap water
1 kwill n.p. spring
4 t3ki n.p. small wave
{i wang a. thirsty glat hi’ biy ki r> ti wang la 1 walked in hot day so I
became thirsty
tiht tam v.p. to jump into a river ti hi” tam phlia’ miinjo’ I m afraid to jump into a river
phld’
tikuw’ n. ant, general Also toku’
tilku n. cane case with lid Also kriip
tikd’ kdrim n. ant, medium does not dark ant
bite
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tikd’ kuoi n. ant, smells, stink-ant ant with projecting tail

tyam

tik@i’ pasi n. ant, small ant of mushroom

tika’ n. ant with big head ant with turban

phor*ong

tilam n. hot water

tilam phle’ v.n. getting scalded 1 I5m ko phle’ la got burn with a hot water

til1 tala id. describes small round /Jawng (ili tialii pebble are of round shape
things

tilivizan n. television < English t.v. Also t1bi

tingsting n. finger-ring

tirpal n. tarpaulin < English via Hindi

Tisiiting p.n. zone beneath the earth The dead pass through this to reach the village of ghosts
which is entirely dark
and featureless

titit wa n. speckled piculet Picumnus innominatus 310

ti-tshi  tyo- id. describes worn out bags g/ v3p £i-tshi tyo-tsho cloths are worn out

tsho seen from the back

to adv. now; immediately; at ki biiy rdt t6 hishi come to my home now
once

to’ n. kilogramme

to’ v.n. being stuck cf. td to’ = to be stuck

tong* v.n. supporting s.t. cf. tan tong = to support s.t. to be in place

tong? v.n. pounding; grinding cf. tan tong = to pound (grain)

tong n. plateau

tong-glom adv. this year

to-nga adv. tonight

to-ngit adv. today

to’phlong n. steps; ladder

torawng adv. this morning

tord’ adv. just now

tsa n. son-in-law daughter’s husband, sister’s husband

tsap kalap n. snake, any sp. that climbs trees

tsawng n. wealth; property; riches

tsawng n.p. property; wealth

tindy

tsawng . handle; haft siit tsawng = handle of sword

tsham n. shoe

tsak, tsak a. correct; certain; true tsak lay correct word

tsal 1. strong; powerful;  of 5 551 = to be industrious
industrious

tsdl v.n. laborious cf. ta tsal = to be laborious

tsal V.. lighting (fire) cf. ta tsal = to lit
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tshal V.. cf. tan tshal = to acquaint
tshal v knowing  (animate);  cf. /a7 tshal = to know cf. tar tshal = to identify ki tshal
recognition; . .
. . . miing I know [him
identification; & [him]
acquainting
tshap n. repayment tan tshap = to repay
tshap adv. in revenge sat tshap to kill in revenge
tshatsha n. polythene
tshaw n. lake; pool; pond
tshawng n. short-tailed mole Euroscaptor micrura? [transcription]
tshay n. rhino Rhinoceros unicornis. Only found in the plains
tshan v.n. quaking cf. tan tshan = to quake nyay tshan earth quake
tshan v.n. shaking; shivering; cf. tan tshon = to shake tan tshon = to shiver tan tshon =
trembling to tremble
tshal V.. identifying cf. tan tshal = to identify
tshal 1 I5 Can you identify it?
tshan n. claw; talon
tsh3p v.n. rubbing cf. tan tshop = to rub s.t gently
Tshd-maré p.n. super clan of Shiruw under Shiruw, clans like Kri, Krong, Chaitom, Tawsik,
clan Samba etc comes.
tshong n. gathering; meeting
tshut v.n. breathing cf. tan tshut= to breathe
tshuy v.n. frightening cf. tan tshiiy = to frighten
tshiy v.n. scolding cf. tan tshily = to scold
tshuy v.n. threatening; menacing  cf. tdn tshiiy = to threaten
tshiil n. fable; legend; muyth;
story; folktale
tshiim n. animal trap
tshiim n. habit;  idea;  mind;
opinion; will; views;
thought
tshiim harun  n. careful behaviour
tshiim kata  adv. senseless nyu tshiim kata ay gyal do not run senselessly
tshiim kyong  a. narrow-minded
tshim lay a. optimistic an tshiim lay kasiit tsong this person is optimistic
tshim lay V-P to give consent tshiim 1dy tam phyiit tin miin its necessary to give
tam phytit consent
tshiim a, be despairing of; being tshiim masdm tsong person not to be happy with
masdm unhappy with
tshiim n. free will
phlong
tshim som  v.p. to be pleased with s.t.; cha’tong tshiim som miin very pleasing material tshiim
to be satisfied sam miin tsong person to be satisfied with
tshiim ta  v.p. to behave carefully byo tshiim ta harun always behave cafefully
harun
tshiim ta kot~ V-P- to do something freely — 5t7 _ung matiit khriing ki tshiim k5 t5y ming 1 will walk
freely till I arrive the river source
tshim tam v.p. to think tshiim tam buy makhra no need to think
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buy
tshim tang v.p. to stop hoping tshiim tang gal may not to stop hoping
gal
tshiit n. blockage;  obstruction cf. fdn tshiit= to block
(small hole; pipe)
tshiin n. firearm; weapon tshun jang shii keep your weapon ready
tshiin v.n in anticipation (doing)  hify’ mang tshiin hi’ shat tha’ miing 1 am keeping food in
anticipation of your arrival
tshat khlat n. snoring
tshut ning n. asthma,; breathing
problem
tshut talat v.p. to breathe tshiit talat ml>t unable to breathe
tshut tang v.p. to take a deep breath
gong
tshut  tang . to snore tshut tang khlat maphan its bad to snore
khlat
tsong kuw n.p. population
tsong kuw ta n.p. headhunting
hwiy
tsong mung  n.p. society
tsong shyam 1P barber; hairdresser
kamit
tsong rimay - criminal; bad person;
miscreant; wrongdoer
tsong n. human being; person
tsiin v.a. able; can cf. tan tsiin = to be able
ta v.n. being in order; cf. ta tu = to be in order
systematic; matching
tii shya n. wild fowl
tik v.n. pointing cf. tan tuk = to point at s.t
tul cl. classifier ~ for trees, g3ug fiil niin seven trees
bushes
il n. origin
tala a. spherical lawng tilii a spherical stone
in v.n needing; wanting; cf. /@ tun = to need. kotin = needy
requiring
tindun n. ant-lion
tindy n. brass
ting v.n floating cf. td tung = to float
tiingday n. spider
tingday sam  0-P- cobweb
tingday s3p  n.p. place where spider sits
tingling id. describes conical things manyong tdkhiiy tingliing tamlam the faeces of an
tamlam elephant appear tingliing tamlam
turt n. mustard plant < Assamese
tisha n. junglefowl Gallus gallus. possibly a borrowing, as this etymologises
in Idu as ‘chicken of forest” 32
tt dir. forward and up (when s.o. is standing on a flat place), towards the source

of a river cf. yut
ati _ung tit lam thdy shii you procced towards the source
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of the river
it dir. North up there in front. cf. taw
tat v.n. illuminating;  lighting cf. tan tut = to show a light
(torch)
taa S.V. to be fine; to be good lay tai miin it is a good idea
Aw OWNEr; POSSessor
taw v.n. having been cooked cf. ta tuw = to be able to cook
m3 tiw = not be able to cook
k5 tuw = cooked
tiwa n. loss; waste
tiiwa gdy n.p. courtyard Poetic language. cf. hanggling.
tiiwat n. leech, general
tawat kra’ n. leech in tree
tiwaw n. largest  portion of served to any respected person
cooked meat
tawway n. rope bridge, steep; slide you slide down with hands above head
which is looped around
the rope of a hanging
bridge
tare’ v.n. naughtiness;  childish cf. #a tiiré’ = to be naughty
act
tiihat n. fungal infection
tikha v.n. getting angry cf. 15 tiikha = to get angry
tokay v.n. request; demand cf. ta tiikay = to request
taldm! n. soup
ttilom? n. wasp sp. large, ball nest in trees
taw v.n. containing cf. tan tuw = to contain
tiipay Ii dpay titw miin money is in the bag
tim n. available 7?7?? elaborate with a paradigm
taw v.n. being available cf. tan tuw = to be available
ati titw miin there is water
tin n. approval;  obedience; cf. tan tiin = to approve, to obey, to consent
consent
tin n. believing; trusting cf. tan tiin = to believe, to trust
tinlim n. mountain bird
tingling id. describes many ki glat hay lawng miiy tingliing tonglong kamiin in my
tonglong spherical objects village many boulders are available tingliing tonglong
tiip3n n. second and third year
of farming in the
swidden cycle
tipdy n. bag; pocket
tipphya n. liquid food prepared
with the stomach of a
fish
thit v.n. arrival; reaching cf. tan tiit = to arrive, to reach
tikit n. ticket < English
tlitya n. set of bells and cymbals

hanging down from the
back of the shaman’s
dress
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tiyul n. young hen; chick .
tya v.n. carrying s.t with two cf. t@ tya = to carry s.t with two people or more
people or more
tydng a.i. very ny tyang kasiit you are very good. Probably a borrowing
from Tawrd
tyotyo n. woodpeckers Dendrocopos spp. 311 ff.
tyn phrd adv.p. very seriously shan tyu phre maka me hope nothing serious
tyim v.n. being sweet cf. tan tyiim = to be sweet sini tyiim miin sugar tastes
sweet
tytim n. rejected things nyt cha’tong tyiim balyiim ay 2hawng you should not
balytim gather rejected things
tylrd tyord  id. describes a  plain lawng miy tyiirii tyoro boulder are seen tyiirii tyoro
scattered with small
boulders
U.
udyt n. peacock Pavo cristatus tone indicates a borrowing from external
language 39
iy picking up cf. ta uy = to pick up
kil n. advocate < Hindi
ling n. bark of tree
ling n. skin
atay a. big; large; huge tsong uitdy big person, lawng titdy big stone
W.
wa n. bird, generic
wa gyap n.p. rufous-capped babbler  Stachyridopsis ruficeps 485
wa khriing n.p. parakeet spp. Psittacula spp. typically the Alexandrine parakeet
Psittacula eupatria and the rose-ringed parakeet P.
krameri. 235
wa v’ n.p. wagtail, citrine Motacilla citreola Probably the other black and white
wagtails, M. alba and M. maderaspatensis 670
wald’ dpay  n.p. white wagtail Motacilla alba 672
wald’ tdyu  n.p. grey wagtail Motacilla cinerea 673
wa miy n.p. 1. Grandala Grandal codicolor 605
wa miy n.p. 2. Blue-fronted robin Cinclidium frontale 604
wa rak spay I Kalij pheasant Lophura leucomelanos H. kamurith ?? 35
wa sat n. silver-eared mesia Leiothrix argentauris but see chiikriik. 517
wa sy n. black bulbul Hypsipetes leucocephalus also pasay. 427
wa stp n. common sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos probably other sandpipers, such as the
green and wood sandpipers, perhaps also pipits. 177
wa nylim n. wren babblers Pnoepyga spp. 478 ff.

90



Roger Blench and Sokhep Kri A dictionary of Kman Circulated for comment

Kman PoS English Comment
wa n. bamboo
wa briik n. bamboo sp.
wa g0? n. bamboo shoot
wa tal n. bamboo sp.
waa n. embroidery; plaiting
wan n. broadcasting esp seeds  cf. t@ wan = to broadcast seeds
wan v.n. throwing away small cf. t@ wan = to throw
things at once
wan v.n. joining; amalgamation  cf. t@ wan = to join
wan n. cup
wing v.n being thirsty cf. td wang = to be thirsty
wapingmi  num. fifty; 50
wat V.. biting hard cf. ta wat = to bite.
watawng n. hard frost; dew in

winter on grass
waye kdyin num. 200

waye griin num. 800
wiaye num. 400
kambriin

waye kiien ~ hum. 500
waye kiissm  hum. 300
waye kiitam ~ hum. 600

wiaye mu num. 100

waye natmy  oum. 900

waye niin num. 700
wayglong n. smoking pipe; bamboo  cf. kachung
waygo’ n. striated laughingthrush  Garrulax striatus cf. ngaygo?. 503
way n. flour
way v.n. hanging (cloth) cf. ta way = to hang
wal n. hailstone
wan r.pron. that; which; who kahiw wan wi’ da it was he who stole the thing
wan wi’ way kam that is available with him
wansan dem.  those tsong wansan chawnk taw those people are living
wanr3 ka conj.  then biiy ung hay thi’ ndy wanrs k5 gyal kalo he was hiding
inside the house then he ran away
-wi suff. bound to pronouns, this
is a dative, ‘for’, ‘to’
etc.
wi n. snake nest interior also mice and other hole dwellers
w1l n. blood also awi
wyil v.n. carrying a child by the cf. ta wyil =to carry
side
wyit v.n. selling cf. ta wyit = to sell

91



Roger Blench and Sokhep Kri A dictionary of Kman Circulated for comment

Kman PoS English Comment
Y.
yauy a.p. beloved Poetic language. ya iii sa beloved child. cf. kambyat.
v v.n. sex addiction; cf. 13 ya = to be addicted to sex kdmésa dn yd miin this
nymphomania woman is addicted to sex
yaa n. drug addict; drunk; g gy yaa ngs 1 am an alcoholic
alcoholic;
yahdy int. where? yahay lam ? = where from?
yal V.. threshing cf. ta yal = to thresh
yal v.n. walking cf. ta yal = to walk
yam n. gunpowder
yam lukcha  n.p. ammunition
yan S.V. to increase the size of mdyan kyong its not increasing
S.t.
yang n. penis; prick
yang khwi n. sperm; semen
yap v.n. fanning cf. ta@yap =to fan
Yasht p.n. June
yat v.n. untying; unpacking; cf. @ yat = to unbind, unpack, untie
unbinding
yat n. length between chal braong yat kdyin lda cha bring a rope of two yat long
outstretched arms for mithun
Yatawng p-n. July
yaw loc. behind nyi glawk yaw lam hii” shu you come from behind me
Yaw dir. South and backwards ( needs approval), or may be liin for
North and Lap for South
yaw v.n. melting; dissolving cf. ta yaw = to dissolve, melt
yawan int. which? khray shii yawan ? tell me which one ?
yawk n. pine-tree
yawk v.n immersion cf. ta yawk = to immerse
yawng n. young man
yawng sa n.p. youth
yal n. irrigation
yat v.n. decreasing (due to use)  cf. ta yat = to decrease due to continuous use
yong mil quant. some yong mii ¥ mdphan some are bad
yu’ v.n poking (with  blunt cf. ta yu’ = to poke
object)
yuk n. maternal uncle
yikrdy n. shyness; shame; cf. t@ yukréy = to be shy
embarassment
yukréy taldt  v.p. to be ashamed; be yukréy ta [5t maokiit not to be ashamed
humiliated; be insulted
yill v.n. vengeance cf. ta yul = to take revenge
ylimb3y n. streaked spiderhunter Arachnothera magna 653
Yin n. clan name Shami is the poetic expression of Y{in
yut dir. behind (when s.o. i cf. siir. yar lam thy shit go downwards (river mouth)
standing on a flat
place), towards the

mouth of a river
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yiit dir. South and backwards ( also may be Lap )
yiip v.n. sipping; sucking (e.g. cf. ta yiip = to suck, sip
orange)
yiw n. wasp sp.
yuy v.n. intoxication; cf. ta yuy = to be intoxicated; to be drunk
drunkenness
Z.
73’ n. claw; talon
zal n. carcass; corpse;
cadaver

to hold funeral burning of dead bodies

zalta lawng  V-P-

Zzam v.n. hiding; concealing cf. tan zam = to hide
Zip n. line on the ground
formed when rain falls
off a roof
Zip gdy n. courtyard Poetic language. cf. hangglung.
zat v.1. feeding cf. tan zat = to feed
Zdy v.n. singing cf. tan zay = to sing
73n n. parts of an animal
removed after sacrifice
for offering, including
the claws, fur from
hump, beaks, tails,
hooves, lips, forechead
skin and wings
zan-hani n. parts of an animal poetic language for zon
zang n. relatives
zang n. multi-story building
z3ng v.n. cutting (small tree with cf. tan zang = to cut
dao)
zoha a. cylindrical; tubular shitkrong zoha (bamboo fish trap)
ziihii zoha id. describes the shape of chhiw wan ziihii zoha with mouths ziihii zoha
projecting horns (not of
X animals)
zuk n. nail of body rawk zitk fingernails
ziik v.n. getting cracked mildly  cf. tan ziik = to be cracked
ziwil zawa  id. describes a shape like a dal wan ziiwii zawa dal thaw’ wrappers are worn ziwii
skirt but in disarray zawa
Zil v.n. nailing cf. tan ziil = to nail
Zin v.n. being able cf. tan ziin = to be able. Also tan tsiin
Z0p v.n. disappearing into the cf. tan ziip = to disappear
ground
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2
‘yey n. conflicting; quarrelling; cf. ta 'yéy = to quarrel

fighting
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Appendices
Kman Months
January Langgong

February  Kandi
March Miikrang

April Thamit
May Halut
June Yashi
July Yatawng

August Miiyya
September  Tiimily
October Nal
November Tan
December  Liikap
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