TANI LANGUAGES AND PEOPLES 
The Tani peoples are a complex of languages and ethnic groups spreading from the Tibetan Plateau down to the valley of the Brahmaputra, principally in Arunachal Pradesh. They are also known as ‘Mirish’ and ‘Mishingish’ in some linguistic studies, but Tani is used here. It is generally considered they are Tibeto-Burman, although they contain much innovative lexicon. The Milang language, although full of Tani roots, is hard to relate directly to the other languages, and is probably not Tani, but rather a phylum provisionally called Siangic, of which the other member is Koro.

The most puzzling aspect of Tani is its relatively recent expansion; the Tani languages are all closely related which suggests that they must have expanded relatively recently, perhaps around 1500 years ago. This expansion must have assimilated many languages in central Arunachal Pradesh, although we believe that their traces can be discovered in substrate vocabulary. In particular, it may be that the specialised language used by shamans retains traces of this. The homeland of the Tani is also a subject for speculation, as they exploit so many different ecozones. It seems likely that they were not originally plains people and that their spread to the valley of the Brahmaputra is recent. However, whether they originated high up towards the Tibetan Plateau and spread down, or in the mid-ranges and spread into higher altitudes is still unknown. It is notable that the Tani root for ‘millet’ strongly resembles other Sino-Tibetan languages and indeed Old Chinese. As a consequence, it may be the adoption of millet cultivation was crucial in stimulating their spread. It is also notable that many Tani oral traditions trace their origins to Tibet, although this may be a later construct. 
The table lists all the known Tani groups, defined by ethnicity. The languages they speak are not always very distinctive and may well run into one another. However, this is how the literature is organised.

The Tani-speaking peoples

	Subgroup
	Image
	Subgroup
	Image

	General
	
	
	

	Aashing
	
	Nah 
	

	Adi
	
	Nishi
	

	Apatani
	
	Padam
	

	Bokar
	
	Palibo
	

	Bori
	
	Ramo
	

	Galo
	
	Tagin
	

	Hill Miri
	
	Tangam
	

	Karko
	
	Yano
	

	Mising
	
	
	


The following are also listed in the Ethnologue as possible dialects of Tani: Komkar, Pangi, Ramo, Shimong, Sagli, south Aya, Leli. Without further information, their distinctiveness is left open.
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