Rigwe conjunctions
Chapter 8: Conjunctions and co-ordination

8.1 Overview of conjunctions

Rigwe has a small number of conjunctions which are highly polysemous with respect to English. The
conjunctions so far identified are;

Table 1. Rigwe conjunctions

Rigwe Gloss
a then

aha because, for, so that, about

g/a then

gbanmgba since
gbénmgbé "ni  yet

hérri even
ka or
kundu if
ma then
médi but
mi ne with
ne while, with, for, to, that, from, of, than, about, before, by
nmgbé and, with, even
nmgbé ne and, with
nmgbé so that, then, in order that, to
sé until
sé ka except
Ji as, like
wire then
a then

Follows an initial head noun or pronoun

a a sra a4 ja otu,
they then live on some day,
Then one day,

aha because, for, so that, about

Table 2. Functions of d/a

Gloss Function
because/so that begins a main clause of reason/purpose
for joining words indicating possession
about

Examples;
ndz¢ se  kréde né  dha 7 me

I buy book this sothat I read
I bought this book so that I can read it

aa 'mé¢ ré nzi aha a he ne na he & be
he went to go because they say to him say he come
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He went because he was told to go.

aha rige  ja gmgbé ne  cisi e
because lack food and with water drink.
due to lack of food and drinking water
ndzé ‘ja sé¢  wémie, %a aha nve, “ja aha ndzé
| go buy two, one for you, one for me
I bought two, one for you, (and) one for me.
ndz¢ he nka ne na dha "¢
I say word to him about you
I talked to him about you.
bra also, in addition
éde e ki ngva, i a bra ki gard pka
pig then him gave, he then also him put word
pig gave him [money], and then warned him
aa ki pva, nu a bra he ne ni he ¢ né¢
he him gave, he then also say to him say he go
He gave it to him, then he also asked him to go
gbanmgba since
a  ‘gli  be gbanmgba e  ntel
he PAST come since year that

He came since two years ago.

N.B. that in the above example indicates a year before the last year.

gbénmgbé ni  yet
Introduces a fact, situation, or quality that is surprising after the previous statement;

lif¢ ni nne ntfa, gbénmgbéni fneyi gi tfe

lishe is the thief, yet people like him
hérri  even
hérri  fiple ji néne ne kv

even animals bush began ? die
even the wild animals began to die

ka or

Used between two words or phrases to show that either of two things is possible
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nip  *s¢ wondo ka tago
buy me trousers or shirt
Buy me a pair of trousers or a shirt.

ka tsié & awié  béri  ‘léde
or debt from place Mr. Pig
or borrow (money) from Mr. Pig.

kandu if
Used to introduce conditional clauses;
he ne na he & bé, kindu pa fi
say to him say he come, if he agree
Tell him to come, if he agrees
It can also be fronted, if the clause order is transposed for focus;
kindu np¥é¢ *ya, pve¢ [e] he ne pi he e bé
If you go, you then say to him say he come
If you go, tell him to come
kandu ‘léde be, nve € he ne na he ndzé dro.
if pig will come, you then say to him saying I travel.
If pig comes, you should tell him that I have travelled.
ma then
ma 10 J% n jaa tetgru a be,
then I wake I myself turnupidedown on ground
I will wake up and turn myself upside down,
médi  but
Introduces a negative clause and is either in sentence or clause-initial position;
a he ne na he e be, medi 4 ra
they say to him say he come, but he refuse
He was told to come, but he refused.
médi ndzé ted  ‘bé ol a bra téne’
but I will come home at big mid-day.’
But I will come home by mid-day.’
mine with
bé mine ewé fna 4 nawié ndzé

come with child the to where I[am]
come along with the child to me
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Table 3. Functions of gmgbé [ne]

Gloss Function

and joins two words, phrases or clauses

and/even begins a subordinate clauses, it may take an optional particle [k3]
with joins words and phrases indicating co-existence of two things

npmgbé can be used to join two subjects, whether names or pronouns;
Example sentences;

pita  fmgbé [ne] johanna 4 ‘mé¢ & n3i i
Peter and John they ? ? farm go
Peter John have gone to the farm

na [ne] nd3é nzi ‘ya nwié  ngve
he and I we go place chief

He I, we have gone to see the chief

In a more complex example, it can join the primary clause to a subordinate clause, so the sense is ‘together
with’ or ‘along with’;

pa a 'né ne be [ne] ga nne ‘g ¥z
he then begin to worry and[with] all people his all
Then he began to worry all his people.

A related conjunction, ymgbe, but with a different tone, conveys a stronger sense of sequentiality;

Table 4. Functions of nmgbé

Gloss Function

to/so that 1. joins phrases and clauses to provide a reason for the main action
2. follows [aha] ‘because’ to give additional information on a reason

then joins clauses to tell a subsequent action

Examples;

ca a ni npveé¢ n3i be nmgbé nzi gi  jé mbe
thing it is that we come sothat we him eat ground
That is why we have come to worship him.

aa ya aha nmgbé nu ja g
he went inorder that he go him take
He went (so that) to take him.

[kd] pmgbe [ne] 1n¥é¢ 3imeé, ko nvé re 'we
even with you Zhime, not you least not
Even you Zhime, you are not the least.

a 3¢ ne na %o € be dudu, nmgbé emie nna *‘[a]Ja hru
at time when he move to come near, then bird the it fly
When he came closer, then the bird flew away.

a i nmgbé de ni
he 1is with mother his
He is with his mother.
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ne

a tfi tfintfi ngmgbé gve f5  mbru gimbé nve

it is taboo [for]that you take wife brother your

It is a taboo for you to marry your brother’s wife.

nmgbé nv¥e € né ne nin hali nca a4 e

then you then begin to it grind grain on stomach
then you will begin to grind grain on (it) my stomach.

nmgbé ne and with

while, with, for, to, that, from, of, than, about, before, by

Table 5. Functions of ne

ndzé.
me.

Gloss Function

and, with joins two or more nouns, pronouns or clauses

to joins a verb and a noun or pronoun

to joins two demonstratives

while joins two clauses together to indicate simultaneous action
about

before

Conjoining two pronouns;

pké ne pké ntel a Ji  kapka
this and this that they are different
this and that are different

kd5 tfi  pkvile ne ni  wé
not-she put attention to him not
She did not pay attention to him

a he ne mbé he re né
he said to them said they go
He told them to go

ne can join two clauses, with broadly that sense of ‘that’;

[a] pi ndda ngu tfi ne ni A bé ee?
it is what it cause and you refuse come QM
Why is it that you refuse to come?

aa nin he nka ne N
he me say word about you
He spoke to me about you

Where the sentence is marked for negative, ne can have the sense of ‘nor’;

kdd bra J¥on  ne  cef wé
nothe replied red nor white not
he replied ‘neither red nor white’

An idiom meaning ‘he did not say anything’.
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s¢ until N.B. probably < Hausa

kd ted '‘bé teu weé  sé énteé ‘wiré
nothe v.aux. FUT come today not until tomorrow before
He will not come today, until tomorrow

sé ndzé i Ha nin bra
until 1 v.aux FUT LOC it return
Until I come back

séka except
Follows a negative statement, reflecting the truth-condition of the dependent clause;

kd i n¥e hup CE1) WE, s¢ka [kindu] nzé [=ga] wie wiré
not will you know(to) farm(it), except [if] rain it fall before
You can not cultivate it, except when it rains

Ji as, like

e fi i ne |y
sun is as like moon
the sun is like the moon
This looks like a verb to me

wiré ‘then, next, after that’

wice ndzé e he ne ni he & né
then 1 PART say to him say he go
then I told him he should go

wire beri ‘lede ja  wre fa.
then Mr. Pig then go arrive then.
Then Mr. Pig arrived.

7.7 The intensifier maa

maa is an intensifier which goes with verbs of action and implies continuing until the act is completed.
Unusually it seems to be able to change place in the sentence, become divorced from the verb it qualifies.
Both these sentences have the same meaning;

ad *teo héri aa maa ja  tel

he walk until he INTS go reach

he carried on walking until he got there
or;

aa  ‘maa tco  héri ji tel

he TIME SP walk until go reach

he carried on walking until he got there.

If maa precedes a word with downstep, the downstep will shift leftwards.
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aa ‘ki ‘*teé héri aa ‘*maa ki ‘ye

o

he him beat until he pointwhen him killed
He beat him until he killed him.

ad ‘ni ruhd héri 34 ‘*maa ja  ‘*hu
he did sickness wuntil he pointwhen go die
He was sick all the time until the point when he died.

aa ‘npi ruho héri ¢ ‘bé 3¢ ne ni ‘*maa ja  ‘*ha
he did sickness wuntil to come time that he pointwhen go die

nzi ‘i wé hé né wire 1pi ‘maa né
we are just here this before he pointwhen depart
We were here even before he left.



