Chapter 11: Rigweinterjections

Rigwe Sense Example Trandglation Comment
[4]a’4  Expresses regret 4*al ma nzi fi pi cimi 4 3¢ Oh! What can we
concerning an unfortunate 4 140 do now?

occurrence
aha Well! Marks s.t. surprising  3hi! 4 (6 'jé he pé fa? Well! What is
or a sudden discovery your name?
caat Expresses regret Caat! ewé ré [a]a 'hu 44? Oh! Has this boy
concerning an unfortunate died?
occurrence
cat Expresses disapproval of  Cat! ko n¥¢ of éwé we ¢¢?  Oh dear! Don’t
s.0. who has done s.t. bad you see? [what
you have done
wrong?]
3hdd  Expresses gradual 35hd5! a fi [4] ni e€? Oho! Is that so?
realisation
cél Expresses disappointment
at s.0.’s action or s.t. that
you do not expect
¢he OK! £he, bé mi [4] hé! OK, bring it here
*hohooo  Expresses imminent *hohooo! i nin be 113 t5 Look out! Let us
danger. Look out! get out of here!
hd35 Introduces expressions of  H335! *rwé, n™¢ 'bé find Ho! Friend, you
praise' but also can have a are worthy enough
mocking sense
H5%3! 4jé 15 nVe heps? ~ Hal What is your
name? i.e. Who
are you?
joOweé  Expresses danger or i55wé, n¥é he np“é kpe we ~ Well! Since you
misfortune that has . wa say you
happened to s.o. else kpee e characteristicall
ppene y
fall down, fall
down then!
jdwee  Expresses agreement jOwee, aa nin tfi rina fa Well, T am in cf. Hausa yauwa!
favour of that! lit.
It has become
good for me
kaat Expresses the sense that Kaat! te™a fina [44] 3% Hm! There’s too
s.t. is too much, excessive much salt
Ky Expression of K#'! ma ndsé fi pi rimi né? Oh dear! What cf. Hausa kai!
discouragement can [ do now?
két Expresses the Két! héri p™é ‘bé nip dZ¢ ~ Ha! Have you [a
identification of a mistake high status
or an expression of et person] come to
unworthiness visit me?
kot Expresses surprise. Wow!  Kbat! aa ‘tfé cimi na kpri Wow! How did he
[4] ni &€? come to roll down
like that?
mhm Expresses agreement Mhr, nin bé fizi né fa! OK, let’s go!
wai Expresses doubt Wai! a i nin drg Hm! It will be
hard for me!
wél Expresses the feeling that W4/l ndsé f hug kpé g~ Ha! Will I be able

s.t. is impossible

! When the traditionalists are praising a hero they use this exclamation

to carry this load?



that s.t. bad is happening janca we Ve
or alternatively used when

s.0. wants to hide s.t. good

from other people

see s.t. here!

Rigwe Sense Example Trandglation Comment
né e€?
*wii  Expresses the discovery *wihn, nin bé n¥e ja o Ooh! Come and



