Rigwe interrogatives

1. Post utterance tags

Post utterance tags are words or short phrases that are placed in sentence-final position, usually after a pause,
marking the interrogative status of a previously declarative sentence. Very often these seek confirmation or
are effectively rhetorical questions rather than seeking new information.

23 23

ni i ya ™ g, ka de¢ ni i ya wé
you PAST go vyesterday CM, or not you PAST go not?
You went yesterday, didn’t you?

nioi ya ™ g, ka de 1 ni wé

you PAST go yesterday CM, or not is so not

You went yesterday, isn’t it so?

a 3¢ ne na he ‘ni & pa a né
at time that he said that CM, he then Ileft
When he had said that, then he left.

a he ne mbé he a vl ma sta 6 ‘pi ‘ni @
he said to them saying they will IMPV live to do that CM
He told them to keep doing that.

aa  ‘ré p*a ka de & ‘ré npva  we
he yousg. give or not he you give not

He has given it to you, hasn’t he?

a he ne nu he ¢ ya wé Zsgu A
he said to him saying he go justto Zogu CM
He told him to simply go to Zogu.

a he ne ni he ¢ ya wé lii ¢
he said to him saying he go justto lii CM
He told him to simply go to Tiri.

2. Interrogative markers

2.1 General

Interrogatives in Rigwe can be divided into two major types, polar questions and the general question
marker. There are three ? polar question markers;

Query either seeking an echo response or anticipates a positive response

Disinterested or neutral query

Query where the answer is presupposed or suggested by the question or the question merely
seeks confirmation of a proposal

2.2 Polar question markers

A shwaa am aa?
you drink water Q



Rigwe has two interrogative particles marked for aspect that are placed at the end of utterances. The most
common particle has a complex set of allomorphs. These are;

1 a4, a4, aa follows words ending in -0, -u, and -a
£¢, €€ follows words ending in -i, -e, and -¢
2 j¢ follows words ending in any vowel and denotes emphasis

héri  ndzé  *fwvé MIee,
even | drank Dbeer,
I even drank beer,

nve YW ée
you drank ConfM
You drank it?

ndzé ‘ki pva
I him gave
I gave it to him

g*¢ ‘ki pra 1 il
you him gave really ConfM
So you really gave it to him?

The form aa is marked for aspect as follows;

aa all future and conditional aspects
aa expresses s.t. that has just happened
aa all completive aspects

Examples of 44;
a  ted be teu aa

He walk come today Q
Is he coming today?

a ri cu aa
He will wash Q
Should he wash it?

Examples of aa;

p¥é¢  j¥e nda aa
You kill lizard Q
Did you just kill a lizard?

aa  re p¥a dngd nna aa

He you give plate the Q
Has he just given you the plate?



Examples of aa;

n¥¢ j.ve nda aa
You kill lizard Q
Did you kill a lizard?

aa re p¥a odngd aa
He you give plate Q
Has he given you the plate?

Despite the apparent similarity of the pronoun and the question marker, this appears to be only a
coincidence.

&€, €€ allomorphs

€€ all present, future and conditional aspects
&€ ? missing
&€ all completive aspects

Examples of é¢;

aa kpe be €€
Ithas fall ground Q
Has it fallen on the ground?

Another example
No &¢?
Examples of &¢;

JINES gi Ivi &€
You him see Q
Are you seeing him [now]?
gvé ol gi i &€
You will him see Q
Will you see him?

Ve s& &
You buy Q
Have you bought it?

jé
An emphatic question marker, corresponding to the English ‘really’.

Is the tone always static?

a pi nd ¢
He is him Q
Is it really him?

aa  gi ne jé



He COMP go Q
Did he really go?

Examples not following a nasal

3. WH questions

Who?
ni ‘né
is who

who is that?

ni pég pa  ted ana
is who he comes that
Who is that coming?

a ré ‘i¢ he p¢
they you call say who
What is your name?

When?
pv¥é ol ‘bé a  rékpe
you will come on when
When will you come?

ni rékpé nve o ‘bé
is when you will come
When will you come?

fronting focuses on the ‘when’.

Where?

n“¢ ‘ya 4 he
you went to where
Where did you go?

ni he g¥¢ nig ‘ya
is where you it  went
Where did you go?

What?

a ni nda
he PTCP do what
What is he doing?

ni nda  gu i nip
is what he PTCP doing



What is he doing?

hu nip

Ve ca na i if €€
you can me tell thing he PTCP doing QM
Can you tell me what he is doing?
Why?
ni nda  nga i ne n¥é¢ n3i nd3d a
is what it cause that you going Jos QM
Why are you going to Jos?
ni nda o i ne n¥é¢ n3i nd3d aa
is what it cause that you going Jos EQM
Why are you going to Jos?
ni  aha nda ¥ n3i ndzd &
is because of what you going Jos QM
Why are you going to Jos?
How?
p¥¢  ‘ki ‘*pi rimi
you it do how
How did you do it?
fmi  n%  pi ‘ni @
why you do that QM
Why did you do that?
pvé¢ ki *ni ocimi il
you it do how EQM
How did you do it?
How much?
nvé sé néra wém»a
you bought naira how much

How much did buy you it (How many naira did you buy it)?

It is not possible to front wém¥a.



