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Category IPA Sense example sentence/Orth example translation comments
body nydq deep set eyes Aa metono nyog. He has deepset eyes.
body ntfwo downturned mouth Aa mwdbo ncwo. He has a downturned mouth.
body pwapte flat nose Aa pwobte mezwé. He has a flat nose.
body sOno upturned nose Aa sono mezwe. he has an upturned nose
experience  lydyd swerving person (polio) A gine 1€ Ijogo. He walks swervingly (like s.o. with
polio)
experience kwin mosquito biting Nyinyine tsogd pwo yé 1€ The mosquito stung his hand kwiy.
kwin.
experience ndd%’ slow and peacefully A ginelénd...’ He walks peacefully.
experience si’ very hard AtYO tun 1€ si’. This tree is very hard.
experience tsjaga very soft Mesana pyee 1€ tsyaga. The couscous is very soft.
experience tfwdn stinking Legwa’a kune soonle me 1€ This bin smells very bad.
cwWon.
sound biip tree falling A ko’5 maa tyo, a gwe 1€ He cut a tree which fell biib.
biib.
sound fup knife A sobd pu’ nakalém 1é fub.  He cut his hand with the knife filb.
sound fwd’ things falling out from s.th.  Pie ne nkwee 1€ fwd’ fwd’ The avocadoes are coming out of the
in big quantity fwd’ tsée poon. sack fwd’ fwa’ fwo’.
sound gwa cloth tearing itself Nzso ye shiia 1€ gwa. His clothes ripped gwad.
sound yWa wind and/or rain Efyag gje gu. The wind made gu.
sound kdhd’ cough A kwag 1€ kdhd’. He coughed k5h5 .
sound kalan gun going off M¢ tém ngu gio 1€ kélen. One let the gun go off which made the
sound kéley
sound kan big bell A ctia gwame, a gye 1€ kén. He hit the bell which made the sound
keép.
sound kétsd’ horse, goat skipping A ky# 18 ketsd’ atyé mufod He ran galloping to place himself
mer. before me.
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sound khig someone tears cloth A shuia sanza 18 kie. He tore his cloth kie.
sound kyin arrow/lance hitting animal A s3b lekwon na ndon 1& He forced the arrow into the animal
kwin. kwiy.
sound kjak laughing hard (1 person) A gwé 1é kyag kyag kyig. He is laughing hard. in database there is a different
ideophone for many people
laughing hard
sound kéiélan lid falls Nzige lekun gwé na ssé nda  The lid of the pot fell down ketyelur.
cyo ngyo 1€ kémeldn.
sound kwa’ small stone falling on Métoon gwe ssé 1e kwa’. The small stone fell.
ground
sound 131)/1dum fat person walking Atemé kwo yé ssé 1é lén. He stamped his foot on the ground
ley.
sound mmodk sound of throat when Lon we gyo 1é mmdg pa’ His throat made mmog while I was
hungry for s.th. e.g. meat mén nko’) ne mpfée mbab. eating meat.
sound mmi’ sound of throat when angry A zoonte yéta 16n we gyjo 1é  One insulated the other and his neck
mmi’. made mmii .
sound QWi small bell A cta nwane, a gyo metund  He hit the bell, which made the sound
ye 1€ gwa. pwHI.
sound pagalak plates Mekan gy¢ 1€ pagalag. The plates sounded pdgaldg.
sound pap clapping A ctia mbwo6 mé 18 pab. He claps his hands pdb.
sound pfup hoe hitting ground Meén ndog) shu, Aj@ e ndon  With the hoe I cultivated the ground
1€ pfub pfub ta mmag. pfub pfub until done.
sound pjaq bursting pump A pompé V¢ 1€ pyag. The pump burst pydg.
sound puin fart A ss0 18 pu. He farted ptin.
sound ptiy puiy water coming out from Ntse ne nkwee tsée tjoon 1€  The water comes out of the calabash
puim calabash/bottle pHn pin p. pn pun p.
sound pup flame in the lamp going out  Lam ne ngjo 1€ pub pub, The lamp makes pub pub white going
ngee mby¢. out.
sound pup lid falls into dust Nzine lekun gwé na pfepfdb  The lid fell into the dust pub.
1€ pub.
sound pwap fat person sitting down A fin ta fick’u 1énéne ssé He is so big that when he sits down it
ngyo 1€ pwab. sounds like pwab.
sound sdm big stick tapping MEé ko’5 maa ty0, a gwe 1& One cut a big tree, which fell and

sém.

made the sound sém
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sound shup planting stick hitting ground A py& ndon 1 shub shub ta He put seeds in the ground shub shub
mmag. until finished.

sound sjagh slap in the face Anctia pwo letuné muo a He gave him a slap in the face sydg.
gyo lé syag.

sound to’to’ couscous/bouillie boiling Mesana ne ngio lekan 1€ The couscous is making #5’t> " in the

. t3’td’. pot.

sound tdk big piece of wood breaks A pwo’5 kumo, a gyo 1é A big piece of wood breaks #J...g.
t3...g.

sound KOk corn popping Ngesan ne mvéte lekun 1€ In the pot the corn is popping £gtog.
tdgtdg

sound tdm big stone falling on ground = Maa téon gwe ssé 1€ tém. A big stone fell.

sound tyak jigger popping A swé kukwo ta 4 gio le He killed and popped the jigger /wag.
twag.

sound to...n jumping at long leaps Ntason kye 1€ too...n, ncéme The frog jumped 76...5 into the water.
ntse.

sound tfanalanaglan  glass breaking Mencun gwe, ngye 1€ The bottles fell cyanalananlay.
cyanalananlan.

sound tfyak machete cutting s.th. Nn¢ za’a tépwo we 1€ cadg.  He cut his finger cudg.

sound tsjiagh ripe fruits falling on ground  Pie fo gwe ssé 1€ tsyag. A ripe avocado fell.

sound tfum person falling into water A camé ntse 1& ciim. He threw himself into the water ciim.

sound vim fast car Matua ctia I¢ vum. The car passes very fast.

sound vip whipping someone with a A 13g ngwoon ficia muo, e He hit the child with the whip which a

large dress on gyo na nzso 1€ vib. viib on his dress.
sound vuph sound of pagne of a woman  Manzw¢ ne figine, sanza yé  The woman walks and her pagne
walking gyo lé vub. makes vub.

sound 37aa strong wind Fefa na’4 ncua 1€ jya. The wind passed a bit like jyd.

sound Zwa’ bundle of raphia falls A m3’ mbu’ ndun, a gwe 16 He threw a bundle of bamboo, which
jwa’, fell and made the sound of jwa’

visual kap very clean Affo nkab yoon sii 1€ kab. This money bill is very clean.

visual kad very dirty Eshyo wé fago 1€ kud. His face is really white (=dirty).

visual ywon very dark/black Api sige 1€ nwon. The outside is very dark

visual tsd...p very bright Ntse sii 1€ tsab. The water is very clear (=clean).

visual zom very dark/black Azoon sine 1€ z&m. The safou (fruit) is very black (=ripe).



