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Page numbers refer to Akobundu & Agyakwa (1998) A handbook of West African weeds. IITA Ibadan. This 
also exists in a French version, but there are no useful local names in African varieties of French. 
 
The following identifications were based on a primary interview circle. Numerous plants were identified but 
the names were not known. Where identification is doubtful, a question mark is placed in the text. 
 

Latin English Ngiemboon  Commentaire Français
?  lepʉ́múɔ kwɔb   
?  matsáŋ ngwáŋ   
Acanthospermum hispidum bristly starbur tsẅé nɔ̀ɔn ndóŋ p. 161  
Acroceras zizanioides  nyɛ́ʼ ŋuʼ p. 71  
Aeschynome indica  nkem ngù p. 55  
Ageratum conyzoides goatweed ncwòmamúɔ p. 163  
Alchornea cordifolia Christmas bush ntentàŋshʉ̀ŋ; ntèntàŋsìŋ p. 253  
Alternanthera sessilis sessile joyweed kíkyɛ́d p. 5  
Aneilema aequinoctiale  zoon tsɔʼɔ́ p. 427  
Aneilema beninense 
? 

 nzoon mákẅìʼ 
ndùŋ ngwò leloŋó 

p. 429 
p. 431 

 

Azolla pinnata mosquito fern ngùngwò leloŋó ntse p. 13  
Bidens pilosa blackjack lyɛ̀ nÿɔ́g; lélyɛ̌ p. 169  
Brachiaria lata  ngaʼá mevɛ́ p. 459  
Chrysanthellum indicum daisy pàŋa twó p. 173  
Commmelina benghalensis wandering Jew ngùngwò leloŋó kʉ́ p. 431  
Conyza sumatrensis fleabane zyé melẅè p. 175  
Croton hirtus  jʉ̀jÿo ́ meshʉ́ŋ p. 257 mauve 
Cuscuta australis dodder lelàb kénáŋ p. 249  
Cyperus haspan  ndúm ngʉngʉ́ŋ p. 19  
Cyperus rotundus 
? 

nutgrass kuʼú tsẅɛ; kuʼú nkèsàŋ 
shʉ̀shʉ́ŋe tsẅɛ 

p. 439 
P. 445 

 

Diplazium samattii  shʉshʉ́ŋe kwɔb; shʉshʉ́ŋe 
tsẅɛ  

p. 11  

Eclipta alba  páʼ mbʉ̀ŋ p. 9, 165  
Emilia coccinea tasselflower ngwè méshʉ́ŋ p. 177  
Euphorbia heterophylla 
? 

spurge lepʉ́múɔ tsẅɛ 
mákémte púɔ nzóŋ 

p. 261 
p. 313 

 

Ficus exasperata sandpaper tree tsẅɛ́ p. 361  
Fimbristylis ferruginea  sèsàʼ kwɔb p. 23  
Fimbristylis littoralis  sèsàʼ tsẅɛ p. 25  
Fuirena umbellata  ngʉngʉ́ŋe kwɔb p. 29  
Heteranthera callifolia ducksalad kuʼú ntse p. 111  
Hibiscus asper  gegàŋa tsẅɛ p. 345  
Imperata cylindrica 
? 

sword grass nʉʼ; kénʉʼ 
gaʼa ncÿɔ̀b 

p. 497 
p. 505 

 

Ipomoea spp.  mâkoŋ kéloŋ p. 229  
Ipomoea triloba  ndẅɛ̀ p. 237  
Ischaemum rugosum  kekàʼa ndóŋ p. 83  
Kyllinga pumila  ntsyɛʼɛ́ p. 35   
Kyllinga squamulata  legi metʉ̌a; legi tetʉ́a  p. 37  
Luffa aegyptiaca loofah plant mángém ntɔ́ɔn p. 245  
Merremia aegyptia  lelàba mbâmbǎ p. 241 ortie 
Mimosa invisa, M. pudica sensitive plant mákémte púɔ p. 313, 315  
Momordica charantia balsam pear njʉ́ʼ p. 247  



Neptunia oleracea  ffo pàŋ p. 53  
Newbouldia laevis  gwèle sẅɛ̀ʼɛ p. 203  
Paspalum scrobiculatum  ndúm legǐ metʉ̌a p. 97  
Pennisetum pedicellatum  shushwòŋ p. 515  
Pennisetum polystachion, P. 
violaceum 

 shùshwòŋo mêngwé p. 517, 519  

Physalis angulata cape gooseberry jʉ̀shÿó 
jʉ̀jÿo ndý ̈ ɔgɔ́ 

p. 397 
 
P. 399 

 

Pteridium aquilinum bracken shʉ̀shʉ̀ŋe tsẅɛ p. 445  
Pycreus lanceolatus  lepʉ́múɔ p. 41  
Scleria verrucosa  ngʉngʉ́ŋ p. 49  
Scoparia dulcis sweet 

broomweed 
kɔ̀te mánjù p. 393  

Sida acuta broomweed zyé pàŋ nzèm mɔ́ʼɔ p. 349  
Solanum torvum turkey berry shʉ́shÿoné ̀ p. 405  
Stachytarpheta cayennensis rat’s tail sisìŋ p. 419  
Vernonia spp. ironweed melẅè p. 195  
 


