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Bafut bird names 
Bafut, 25-28/1/10 

Roger Blench 
Marieke Martin 

Joseph Mfonyam 
N.B.  O. = Orthographic 
Plates are as in Borrow & Demey (2004) 
 
English Latin IPA O. sg. O. pl. Class Plates Comments 
bird sp.  tsɔ́wɛ̀ɛ̀ tsɔwɛ̀ɛ̀ bɨtsɔwɛ̀ɛ̀ announces daybreak 
bird sp.  àbú’ùmb଎r̀ə̀ àbu’ùmb଎r̀ə̀ b଎b̀u’ùmb଎r̀ə̀ 1/2 beats on “black” to pick it 
cattle egret Bubulcus ibis àntswóò àntswoò bàntswoò 1/2 7/6  

African harrier hawk Polyboroides 
typus 

n଎f̀ìì n଎f̀ìì m଎f̀ìì 1/2 16/4  

grey parrot Psittacus 
erithacus 

bɔ̀rə̀kò bɔ̀rə̀kò b଎b̀ɔ̀rə̀kò 1/2 54/9  

vermiculated fishing owl Scotopelia 
bouvieri 

àk଎̄kúŋ àkɨkuŋ ଎k̀ɨkuŋ 7/8 59/5 Uncertain identification as map shows it on the 
edge of this area 

duck, generic Anatidae fùrə̀fwāā  fùrə̀fwaa b଎f̀ùrə̀fwaa 12  
hooded vulture Necrosyrtes 

monachus 
mághóó maghoo b଎m̀aghoo 1/2 17/1  

black kite Milvus migrans àbè’èb଎̀mà àbè’èb଎̀mà bàbè’èb଎̀mà ?1/2 18/1  
Senegal coucal Centropus 

senegalensis 
ǹjí’ìŋkīŋkì ǹji’ìŋkǐŋkì ǹji’ìŋkǐŋkì 9/10 58/3  

pied crow Corvus albus àŋ଎ŋ̀yâ àŋ଎ŋ̀yâ ŋ଎ŋ̀yâ 7/8 127/6  
speckled mousebird Colius striatus fàmfàrə̀ fàmfàrə̀ màmfàrə̀ 19/6 65/2  
grey-headed sparrow Passer griseus àntswāŋə̀  àntswaŋə̀ bàntswaŋə̀ 1/2 130/5  
African green pigeon Treron calvus bòŋnə̀ bòŋnə̀ b଎b̀òŋnə̀ 1/2 52/3  
falcon, generic Falconidae wàrə̀ wàrə̀ b଎ẁàrə̀ 1/2 27  
bush chicken, partridge, 
scaly francolin 

Francolinus 
squamatus 

tsɔ́’ɔ́ tsɔ’ɔ b଎t̀sɔ’ɔ 1/2 30/7  

quail ? Coturnix 
coturnix 

tsɔ́’ɔ́kò tsɔ’ɔkò b଎t̀sɔ’ɔbɨkò 1/2 31 Species uncertain but on distributional ground 
most likely the common quail 
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black-winged bishop Euplectes 

hordeaceus 
n଎b̀à’àt଎ɣ̀ə̀’ə̀ n଎b̀à’àt଎g̀hə̀’ə̀ b଎ǹ଎b̀à’àt଎g̀hə̀’ə̀ 1/2 136/4  

dove, pigeon generic Columbidae búg଎ĺə́m଎k̀úù bugɨləm଎k̀uù bugɨləm଎k̀uù  1/2 52  
warbler Sylviidae àtsàŋə̄ntá’à àtsàŋənta’à  106/2 On distributional grounds the tawny-flanked 

prinia, Prinia subflava, is the most likely. 
cuckoos, generic Cuculidae f଎ŋ̀gù’ù f଎ŋ̀gù’ù m଎ŋ̀gù’ù 19/6 56  
nightjars Caprimulgidae àb଎̄bá àbɨba ଎b̀ɨba 7/8 63  
village weaver Ploceus cucullatus sárə̀,  sarə̀ b଎s̀arə̀ 1/2 132/2  
kingfishers Alcedinidae f଎ŋ̀gà’à f଎ŋ̀gà’à m଎ŋ̀gà’à 19/6 67  
bee eaters Meropidae n଎k̀àŋn଎̄s଎ŋ́ n଎k̀àŋnɨsɨŋ n଎k̀àŋnɨsɨŋ ? 68  
hornbills Bucerotidae àŋɔ̀ɔ̄gɔ̀ɔ̀ àŋɔ̀ɔgɔ̀ɔ̀ àŋɔ̀ɔgɔ̀ɔ̀ ? 72  
woodpeckers Picidae bú’útə́tí bu’utəti b଎b̀u’utəti 1/2 78  
swallows Hirundinidae ǹdà’à ǹdà’à ǹdà’à   9/10 83  
wagtails Motacillidae àsɔ̂ŋkə̀gə̀ àsɔ̂ŋkə̀gə̀ ଎s̀ɔ̂ŋkə̀gə̀ 7/8 87 Generally the yellow wagtail, Motacilla flava, 

which is common in farms 
sunbirds Nectariniidae tɔ̀ŋə̀ tɔ̀ŋə̀ b଎t̀ɔ̀ŋə̀ 1/2 118  
starlings Sturnidae ŋ̀g଎g̀wɛ́ɛ̀ ŋ̀g଎g̀wɛɛ̀ ŋ̀g଎g̀wɛɛ̀ 9/10 128 Most commonly the splendid glossy starling, 

Lamprotornis splendidus 
yellow-billed oxpecker Buphagus 

africanus 
b଎s̀଎̄ŋ bɨ 
mbɔ̀lɔ́’ɔ́ 

s଎̂ŋmbɔlɔ’ɔ b଎s̀ɨŋbɨmbɔ̀lɔ́’ɔ́  1/2 129/1  

waxbills Estrildidae f଎r̀଎̂njâŋnə̀ f଎r̀଎̂njâŋnə̀ m଎r̀଎̂njâŋnə̀ 19/6 140 Usually the cordon-bleus, Uraeginthus spp. 
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