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N.B. These identifications were based on a preliminary workshop held in Bafut 24-27" January 2010.

Crops

English Latin IPA Bafut sg. Bafut pl. Class Comments

aerial yam Dioscorea bulbifera  nitd’u nitu’u mi 5/6

Amaranthus Amaranthus spinosus  ifé¢ ifée - 1

Bambara groundnut  Vigna subterranea ndzu nju - 9/10

beans generic nikdi’u niku’u mi 5/6

birdseye pepper Capsicum annum tita 'sin tita sin bi 1/2

bitterleaf Vernonia spp. fyee ighee - 3

broad beans alambars alambars b 12

cabbage Brassica kabedze kabédze bi 12

carrot Daucus carota andanakard andoandkara - 1 lit. “‘white man’s potato’

cassava Manihot esculenta kasara kasard bi 1/2

climbing beans laris3pka’a larisopka’a bi 1/2

cocoyam generic Colocasia esculenta  akd’u aku’u i 7/8

cocoyam setts Colocasia esculenta  nduu nduu -- 9/10

cocoyam setts Colocasia esculenta  maku’u maku’a bddbiku’u 1/2

cocoyam setts Colocasia esculenta  npgwee ngwee - 9

cocoyam variety Colocasia esculenta  aku’n la’a aku’ula’a i 7/8 mnative

cocoyam variety Colocasia esculenta  aku’a ibo aku’u ibo i 7/8 Nigerian

cocoyam variety Colocasia esculenta  ~ mangwa mangwa bi 1/2  harder type

cocoyam variety Colocasia esculenta  maku’u maku’a bi 172

cowpeas Vigna unguiculata nika'a ni mbum niku’u ni mbum  mi mi 9/10  plural noun, lit. ‘small beans’

egusi Citrullus lanatus ngigo ngigd - 9/10

green beans Phaseolus spp. mikad mibard - mikuu 6 plural noun
mibord

green pepper Capsicum annuum tita jinlée tita yinlee bitita bilee 1/2
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English Latin IPA Bafut sg. Bafut pl. Class Comments
groundnut Arachis hypogaea ndsi’t ndsi’ - 9/10
herbs/condiments ndz00d3 lumtd - njooji lumta 8 plural noun
chili pepper Capsicum annum titd yinta tita yinta bi 12
inedible wild Colocasia sp. aku unwi aku’unwi i 7/8
cocoyam
Irish potato Solanum esculentum  nitd’u nitu’u mi 5/6
macabo Xanthosoma mafaffa ~ makabao makabd bi 12
macabo variety Xanthosoma mafaffa  makabs niboo ni  makabd bi 1/2  lit ‘cocoyam egg of chicken’ yellow; it has the
ngl colour of egg yolk
macabo variety Xanthosoma mafaffa ~ makaba ji mbagitd makabs yi bi 172 red
mbagitd

maize Zea mays ansarn ansar) bansarn 12
njama njama ambora ambara (b) 1/2  pl. means different kinds of vegetables
okra Abelmoschus akard akard mi 7/6

esculentus
onion Allium cepa njési njési bi 1/2
plantain Musa paradisiaca mingdd mingdd ni 5/6
potherb nkwora nkword - 3 leaves that make slimy sauce
potherb ambatftgs ambot[gd b 12 for pounding
pumpkin generic Cucurbita pepo nibd’d nibd’d mi 9/10 edible, orange flesh
pumpkin variety Cucurbita pepo nibd’d nikars nibd’5 nikard mi mi 5/6
sugar cane Saccharum asisan asisan i 7/8

officinarum
sweet potato Ipomoea batatas anddnd andans b 1/2
sweet potato sp. Ipomoea batatas ngwo ngwo - 7/8
tomato Lycopersicon tomato tomato bi 1/2 < English

esculentum
tree tomato tomato ati tomato ati bitomato biti 1/2  tone change of ‘tree’ in pl. L>H
water-yam Dioscorea alata ayl’u manpkaa ayu’u magkaa idzu’u 7/8 lit. ‘yams from this quarter’

mankaa

yam, wild Dioscorea sp. ayu’tnul ayuunwi 1d30’unwi 7/8 inedible. first high tone is not lowered after

low on first vowel. This is due to an
associate marker
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English Latin IPA Bafut sg. Bafut pl. Class Comments

yam generic Dioscorea spp. aya’u ayu’u idzu’u 7/8

yam sp. Dioscorea rotundata  ayd’u mbu’u ayu’u mbu’u idzu’u mbu’u 7/8 white

yam sp. Dioscorea ? kd’3sd k5’383 bi 12

yam sp. Dioscorea cayenensis nddnmbii (anddn3 nibit) ndonmbii 1/8 yellow lit. ‘long breast’, pl. form used normally;
IM finds singular form ‘weird’

yam sp. Dioscorea cayenensis  vévelad Iwélweld bi 172 yellow

yam sp. Dioscorea sp. nilogd nilagd mi 5/6 yellow hairy

Calabashes

N.B. Calabashes are either the bottle-gourd, Lagenaria siceraria or the cucurbits, such as Cucurbita maxima.

IPA Osg. Opl. Class English Uses Comments

atd'anki water calabash

atd’s i calabash generic

batd medium, spherical, with neck
bd’3 bitds spoons etc small; lit. ‘calabash children’
bdd by queens for drinking cups round

daa small, spherical, with neck
fitd’s wine long narrow neck

g gunpowder, black magic small

jwé’e oil

mu’untdy by women for water small, hour glass form

nddn big

ngi with hole to get wine

ba’a fufu, oil dippers small



