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This is a short list of Limbum personal names, including those given to children, those applied to twins and 
their relatives and names (nicknames?) given to adults. 
 

Limbum Meaning Gender Context 
Children    
Bòblák Group of people from the 

same family living together 
M Name given by the father when he is happy with 

the increase in family members 
Bòbwìŋ Good to have people M Name given to children when the family is small 

to encourage further children 
Bòŋsə́ Reconciling F Name given to encourage reconciliation 
Bòónzùm Handsome man M Name given to a child because the mother 

married the father just because of his appearance  
Bòóŋwí God’s goodness F Name given to a female child to thank God for a 

safe delivery 
Bòrə́buìn Deceiver M Name given to a child to expose the father’s 

untrustworthy habits 
Bʉ́ə́tɛ̀’ Father lost by death F Name given to a female child after the death of 

the father 
Dzə́mnwì Believe in God F Name given to a child to encourage the family to 

believe in God 
Fánwì God has given F Name given to a female child in appreciation of 

God’s offer of more children 
Gʉ̀ŋgwì God’s making M Name given to a child accepting God’s decision 
Kàyuŋʉ̀mòkw Do not be envious M Name given to a child to discourage longstanding 

envy 
Kpásə́nwì Thank God F Name given to a girl child when the parents have 

no children or only boys 
Ndōgù Bad luck in marriage F Name given to a child after the mother has had 

several unsuccessful marriages 
Nə̀mfò Where do I keep him? M Name given to a child after several deaths in the 

family 
Nə̀mkù Inheritance M Name given to a child who will inherit the family 

[?] when the father dies 
Ŋkánjó to confess M Name given to a child following deaths of 

children of family members to encourage the 
child to survive 

Ŋʉ̀dzè’ Warrior M Name given to a child born during a dispute 
Ŋwìgha’buìn God is above man M Name given to a child born after every human 

remedy has failed 
    
Twins    
Bíbì Second son M Name given to the second son of twins 
Bùìnwì Brother to twins M Name given to the younger brother of twins 
Mábì Mother of twins F Name given to a woman who has given birth to 

twins 
Ŋwàádɛ̀ŋ first daughter F Name given to the first daughter of twins 
Ŋwàfɛ́s second daughter F Name given to the second daughter of twins 
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Tàábì Father to twins M Name given to a man who has given birth to 

twins 
Tàkù First son M Name given to the first son of twins 
    
Adults    
Bàánjɛ̀ŋ Dark and tall F Name given to a woman who is dark and tall 
Jàtóŋ Light complexion M Name given to a man who is light in complexion 
Kwàándʉ̀ə̀m Dark and short F Name given to a woman who is dark and short 
Kwāndē Lively F Name given to a lively woman 
Nàmbwɛ̀ŋ Fat and healthy F Name given to a fat and healthy woman 
Njāŋwoō Fast growing F Name given to a fast growing girl 
Ŋʉ̀njó Troublemaker M Name given to a troublesome man 
Ŋʉ̀ŋkàk Dancer M Name given to a man who loves dancing 
Wáŋkpʉ́ Cry death F Name given to a woman who mourns too much 

at a death 
 


