Yamba reptiles and amphibians

Roger Blench
Mbem
23 March 2009

The following identifications were based on a primary interview circle in Mbem, March 2009, as well as
entries extracted from the dictionary, where the spelling is sometimes different. Page references are to Chirio
& LeBreton (2007) Atlas des reptiles du Cameroun.

S. pl. English Latin Comment
Snakes
cwa cwaa Green mamba Dendroaspis p. 570
jamesoni
fi — Puff adder Bitis arietans p. 600
arietans
karun — Rhinoceros viper, Bitis  nasicornis, p. 602, 604
Gaboon viper Bitis gabonica
mandzdmankés ? brown and white striped snake
mfl’bi — Water-snake Grayia spp. p. 438 ff. fat, grey non-
poisonous snake which lives in
water
miumurd — Blind snake Rhinotyphlops p. 338, 340 and other blind
punctatus snakes. Also a type of very
small mosquito
mvip mviip ? large black tree snake
nzwim (or ndim ?) — Egg-eater spp. Dasypeltis spp. p. 404
ngbakspey (or ? small, brown, long snake lives
ngbakpukpen ?) in shrubs = poisonous grey
grass snake
ngbarg non poisonous green snake
which lives in water or on
trees
ngwi fak ? small, worm-like blind snake
ramsa’ ramsad’  Rock python Python sebae p. 370. Also kpuruny
sakpe’ — Variable bush Atheris squamigera p. 596. short, fat, poisonous
viper snake
so1) s00y Spitting cobra Naja nigricollis p. 586
Lizards
bés — Angulated gecko  Hemidactylus p. 106
angulatus
madzaono large gecko which lives on rocks
malimnton large gecko
bés kasd — Agama lizard Agama agama p. 152
agama
kakdi (? or kukui') — Chameleon Chamaeleo gracilis  p. 186 (and other chameleons)
ngom ndun ngom Skink all spp. red sides, smooth, considered
ndadn very poisonous
bés kom bes Ornate monitor Varanus ornatus p. 310

koom



S. pl. English Latin Comment
Others
tordki ndzap — African soft-  Trionyx triunguis p.-72

shelled turtle
toraki nkak — Bell’s hinged Kinixys  belliana p.78

tortoise belliana
ngaha ngahaa Crocodile Crocodylus p. 88

niloticus
nam ndzdp Crocodile Crocodylus p. 88
niloticus

Amphibians
bwis frog large, edible
cam smooth-skinned appears in dry season

edible frog,
cd black tadpole not edible
jdjak frog tiny, found around rocks in

streams
mangbard frog cries at night, leaps up to about
ten meters

mbotok toad
nddndon long-legged frog that leaps high and long
pkucam frog rough skin, found in dry places
SWEN frog with very long legs that leaps,

edible



