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Batu and Buru Wordlists
1. Introduction

These are wordlists of three languages spoken in several villages east of Baissa, below the Mambila escarpment
Sardauna LGA,Taraba State, Nigeria. Batu apparently forms a cluster consisting of Amanda—Afi, Angwe and
Kamino lects spoken in villages with the same name. Batu culture is briefly decribed by Meek (1931, Vol.
11:565-569 & 586-589) who also gives a short vocabulary of the language. Meek’s informant was clearly from
Afi/Amanda to judge by the forms and also seems to have provided plurals in place of singulars for many
words. Buru is spoken in a nearby village of the same name and seems to have been unknown to previous
authors except through copies of this manuscript. Two other Tivoid languages collected following a quite
different wordlist are typed out separately.

The original data was collected by Robert Koops in the 1970s, typed by Emma Connell in Oxford in the 1990s
and revised and converted to Unicode by Roger Blench in November 2006. Commentaries are entirely by Roger
Blench. Robert Koops also prepared a typescript on Batu phonemes, which I hope to incorporate in a later
version.

2. Classification

These languages have generally been considered Tivoid, although this region is highly diverse, encompassing
Jukunoid, Mambiloid and Beboid. Piron (1998) treats both Batu and Buru as Tivoid an idea that seems to go
back to the Benue-Congo comparative wordlist (Williamson & Shimizu 1968, Williamson 1972) which only
cites Batu and Tiv itself. However, Tivoid is a group of languages whose unity has never been demonstrated
and whose membership remains extremely uncertain. Certainly if the data here is compared with Manta (Ayotte
& Ayotte 2002) the numbers of cognates are not exceptional. Buru looks even less like Tiv than Batu, and
further analyses are welcome. The data table includes a sample of Tiv and Manta, neither of which show a hjigh
degree of cognacy with Batu and Buru, except where they share common Benue-Congo roots.
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No. Gloss Afi/Amanda Kamino Buru Manta Tiv

1. mouth tsdgii/asogi $0/4s0 edo/addu énun

2. eye nyifin/anyifin  nyifi/anifi &fi/afi éfii ishd

3. head n""éntn/af"én vanun/afii fée/fésti  igbdngom

4. hair [head] fwéno/- fani/- ndy feg  icd

5. tooth nyin/anyt nyin/anyt eny1/any1 €sdn inyigh

6. tongue numan/anima nimin/anéme £ném/aném énéméé  noémbor

7. nose nd'3énin/ag’él  jindi/jindio enyin/a- /bifya gji ihinga

8. ear ndin/andé finyin/afyeny1 &té/até étdnéé  togh

9. mneck miné/minail mina/dmind mind 2imdn/bimdr mon
emin/émin

10. breast mbanan/aban mban3n/aban €ban/aban ityamba

I1. arm bdd/aboa bd/abo / b66/aboo ebd/abd £b"35 wagh
¢bd/ébd
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No. Gloss Afi/Amanda Kamino Buru Manta Tiv
12. nail [finger or nyasT / ngdsdn/akasa ! ¢jaa ikaul
toe] nyasdokwara fe bakwarafe
13. leg mbanan/aban fgaii/aka ggén/agén/agen éba
14. buttocks nii tuman/butin gbundft / abundia  éképes
15. belly dambai / dimbau  dimba/dum ebum/abim énaa gbor
[external] ébum/ébum
16. navel Jembu Jembe/afe €0bé/etbé £tim icombo
17. blood nvam éfama’/nvam mafom or éncin
mufén
18. urine ngam pgam mingoro éntsée
19. bone fufu fugt gikt/bikl ewla
20. skin suga gika/bika néba
21. jaw gwd'/agwd' gya/éya dzdghdragh
22. chin gwafi/agwali gwaiagwai gbwam
23. beard ngyén njien/ajie edén/adin indie-r
24. heart Jima/[ima Jima/afi gbubuwa / a- ishima
25. stomach dambai / dimbau gibi/bibi iyav
[internal]
26. back Jimin/afimin Jimin/afimin figim /- ijimd
Jimin/afim eba/éba
27. penis suga/suga oftiga/afuga ndon/bandorn
28. testicle fumbu/- ndan/adan
29. vagina hinnin hinin/ahin nukuwa/bika
30. thigh fénné/fénno féne/fénd enyon/anyén
féné/fend
31. knee nin/anin nin/anin Eni/anu
32. body fufu se/asé egurt/agura/
33. saliva gy1ro juu azin
34. faeces abi abi abi
35. food bégya beébija bimdneya
36. water mbigdm/mgoérd  mbigdm mbigdm
37. soup /sauce suga Jwam biny&n
stew
38. meat nyam/nyam nyam[a]nyan ényam/ényarh
39. fat nvonvan sasa aa
40. fish suu/sun Juu/fun eny16i/édu
41. palm-oil mém mém emind
42. oil ngdga ngdga nk3
43. salt hangam/- hanam mokanma / mikam
/ mikamu
44, beer ham ham mkanmu
45. palm wine nyimbyim nyimim mbird
46. yam nddi/moro samba/samba €0dm/a0dm
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No. Gloss Afi/Amanda Kamino Buru Manta Tiv
47. cassava dikakomi diktikam / bikakiam kakami / bakokumi
ekikomi
48. guinea corn aktsunda/- n3igin/a egwin/agwin
agweé/-
49. millet amandt/- amandi/- ama/bama
50. maize nglgiin Azugwan/aclg ékwan / baékwan
akikwen
51. beans nddgwan/add ndogdn/ado edé/ads
edd/-
52. pepper fesuson féghiga nceécen / bancécen
mosuson
53. okra ditdi/- tigu/bitd €05n/abon
bem/-
54. plantain ngdmbil ingdno ngwanguru /
[sgl/angwangwe[pl]  baggwanguru
55. banana dongdndi tingdnd / bingdnd bikaré / babikaré
gngdmbu
56. orange lémo lémo lémo
57. groundnut mungdSmbdn/- fengdémo/ muggéomo  mata-
58. kola nut goro goro
59. tobacco taba taba
60. cotton [pgum] fiem éfyo afyo/baafyo
61. oil palm dudi/anyimbi nyimin / anyimbi ebin/abrin
62. seed béfuna finé[bé] étu/-
63. grass kwagi/- kwa/akwa ekya/bakya
64. tree ndigndi nindé/néndén gitré/-
ndigmbu
65. bark [of tree] kombwe/kuge kaguw/kami gigu/bigl
after peeling
66. leaf fyo/fy6o fi/fit efiyé/etiyé
67. root nsagan/akar nganin/akani &gdn/agdn
68. thorn gywe/gywe aji/aji [honéndzi] gyé/aye
69. stick [hand] ndigndi néndé/néndei gitre/bitre
ndiEmbu
70. firewood han/ahtin han/ahtn / ahtin/hiin -~ ekweén/akwe
71. charcoal héanan/ahan hanan/dhana ekagii/akagi
72. fire kusi/- ggu/agu
73. smoke ngim/- n3im/- ¢han/-
74. ashes non- mitamwi ndagam mutamwiio/ mudim
edible miftm
edible [potash]
75. waterpot dumba timbaa/bimba e0ri/aorl
dinbigam
76. cooking pot dumba / émbafa  timbad/bimba e0rs/-
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No. Gloss Afi/Amanda Kamino Buru Manta Tiv
77. calabash bumbwe / bimbo bumb3 / bdmbad &to/ato
78. grinding stone nwan agwan pwan/agwan emua-
79. mortar t60di/t61o cit/cia ke/-
80. knife bafi/mbam ébau/nbam mfan/bamfan
éba/énbam
81. hoe I fartanya dizdgd/ ézdgd tiz0go/bizo gité/bite
82. hoell germa  nyipwe nipwé also nipwé/ banipwe
féenydnga/munydnga
83. axe nvigan/afugd nvigan/afuga afwa/afwa
efwa/-
84. matchet kafari kafari / bukafari kafari
85. spear [war] ngbdgan / akon ngogdn/akoy €gdn agdn
86. bow [weapon] akutd/wakutd sandi/sandiu kato/bakato
87. arrow fezunga / fésdm/musa ebia/abiya
muzanga
88. iron [metal] ¢kira / wukira ékira/bu pkiri / bangkiri
89. mat dibémbu / ¢bébu  tibeéméE / bibém gigé/bigé
90. basket dasa/eyasa tiséné / bisené gjan/-
ezwa/-
91. bag ditan/etan tTtan/bitar kari/bakari
92. rope kwédi/kwéren kwé/akwé ekwén/ekwél
93. needle fewal/muwal bata/mubata bata/babata
94. thread Jem/wifém efio/bufio afr6o
95. cloth sége/adin yadi[h]
[material]
96. robe / gown / dun/adin dan/ edi/adun
smock [man’s]
97. hat/cap adat/wandar dinyémvantim édufen / badufen
adinofun
98. shoe bedeabsn / bétabdn /bébiabsn ~ biman agén/-
b&aban
99. money wiikina
100. door [way] fogufiba / afogn fughzgu / afugn gifétn  nying  /
afioa anying
101. wall [of tindi azugn dze&? &firi/firi
house]
102. room zugu/zugl zugi/ajugi ecira/acira
103. house/compou  ki/- ki/aki ekan/akan
nd
104. village/town  €byin/- ebyin/ebimu ekan/-
105. well dongwe dimbiga jingl/jingta rijiya h
106. rubbish heap  mbén mbén/abe ¢ya'/éya
107. road Jina/[ina Jina/fina eyd/ayo
108. market pgwan/akwéf  ngafdn/aka ekwe/-
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No. Gloss Afi/Amanda Kamino Buru Manta Tiv

109. farm beng/béngu bene/bén eéném/aném
ebwa/-

110. ‘bush’ ebigane/- gbigafu ngite/- bingifi

111. river SOF/sar mmara / bimara mané/bamane
maneé/mane

112. boat [canoe] todi/taro ¢i/¢in koro/bakoro

113. stone nadi/nardu na/nara gitra/bitra
gitia/gitra

114. mountain homboi naa/nala akd/bakd

115. ground/earth/s gyau- zau nfi/-

oil

116. sand oW~ jambrti eha/-

117. dust mbundiin bundu gibu/ebra

118. mud ndosoi nogaso gidré

119. wind hoadi/hotau horo/horon chu
€hti/éhtn

120. strong wind etyre/bora

121. rain kwan kwan ¢bura

122. sunshine ébére awé tibée ewa

123. moon awé/wil gwé e03n/éwa

124. sun wélgwan gwéwilan ekwen/ekwe

125. star ngyom/- kékwen / bikékwen

126. day awil

127. night figitun butd

128. dawn dibérina gibin

129. darkness figi mabii efu

130. sleep ndn ndn ginun/gind

131. work jin etima etab eda
gtadu/a-

132. war san gom &dim/-

133. fear ngifo gligeil énil

134. hunger s ) éda

135. thirst swambigdm kweénbigdm dam
ezwamgord

136. year nyima /Gnyima nyima/busa ¢ya/aya

137. rainy season  kwan/- kw3an ¢blirao/ebuifao

138. dry season nyitma nyima enyimte

139. song anamba/- anama a0an/-
abua-

140. story kehen/- miggandien acu/-

141. word gyoandign efenent

142. lie [s] ndien ngdndi andny
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143. thing badi/bai bé gimdn
giman/-
144. animal nyam nyam/nyam ényem/ényém
145. goat byen/byén byén/byén ebiye/ebiyé
ebyén/-
146. he-goat fidi byen fin1 ibyén / fin1 bibyén angyiro / angiro
147. sheep tama/utama tama/bitama angiro / angird
148. cow [zebu] anda/wada anda/buanda anda/banda
149. horse vig/uviy kuku/bukuku koko/bakoko
150. donkey fejingijingi tinvémdi / bimvamdi  écambw~e
151. dog biya bia/bia ¢bwa/abwa
biya/biya
152. cat fepatd / mupata  patd/mipata bukfi/-
153. rat fy30/fy30 fytu/fyiu efyin/efyin
154. chicken sagi/sagi sa/sa eds/eds
[domestic ed /eds
fowl]
155. cock kéngwé disagi / kongobisaa [pl] kada/bakads
kongodi kdngo ti sa
156. duck agwagwa
157. egg ngin/akyi njisaan/acisa adé/adé
158. wing wauawo fii/afii giba/biba
159. feather fyirod / fii/fitnand efin/afin
fyironunim
160. horn kwesé/kweso kwese/kwéso €0o1/a05n
161. tail vundé/uvunda viinda / buviinda 8séd/asa
162. leopard su/suu gl/- éde/eldé
163. crocodile mévi/amévi mévi/bumévi mamve / bamamve
manvi/-
164. elephant ngdmbd /' ngdmb? / bundmbd nka: / banks
ungdmbd
165. buffalo [bush gyar/gydr 3a/3ia gyira/éyira
coOw]|
166. monkey mbandi / mbandi/bum mbara / bambara
umbandi
167. tortoise féngdy / mngdn  £3kond / makond mankaré / munkaré
168. snake gysha/gydh3 300/j16 eyd/eyd
169. lizard fembyakwa fembémbére / mbadrn/bamban
[common mumbémbére
variety]
170. crab Jan Jon/fan ekdba/akaba
171. toad kondoi / kondod  énwa/bunwa ngoroge /
kondo bangarage
ncira/bancira



Batu and Buru Wordlists
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172. snail kawaikawau tekdkd / bikdkd gikokan / bikokon
ngawi/ngawa
173. housefly Jiembu/[émbu Jifi egi/égi
174. bee nan/anan nyi/nyi nyin énii/énu
175. mosquito bieu/biet b1/bi giré/bibié
176. louse salat mbun/abu ama/-
$0/500
177. bird ninufi/nunin enunu/éninim manyimi /
minyimi
178. wvulture jigiwa /jjighwa  3igawa/ bijigawa jigiwa/bajigiwa
179. shaho figifa/- efigyt efe/afé
180. kite =shirwa  kakambd/ mbakama/ fko/bafko
ukakambd bumbakama
181. hawk = kwake / akwake  kuki / bukuka kwake
gaggafu
182. guinea fowl Jan/[ay nyimba / nyimba" pkorage /
bankorage
icén/-
183. bat nyimainyim3au nyimba / nyimbau ginyima / binytma
184. person nnaufydu nnig/fyin nén/band
nem/band
185. name nyan/anya nan/anya &ta/ata
ata/-
186. man no/fyo nie/fiu mbukira /
bambukira
187. male nyisiin nyison
nyifiEmbi
188. husband sunwa €no/bind
189. woman nyina/nyino nyina nuktwa/bika
190. female nukiiwa/bika
191. wife nyinagwa kuwa/bika
192. old person no a dunu ni¢ otawa nénba / banémba
193. senior/older
194. father tie/utie tie/butie kira/bakira
195. mother ma/ima ma/buma ma/mon/bama
196. child nwakwa pwandkwa mang/mokwan
mbomkwa
197. children mbokwam
198. son nwa/nyiso mukwdn bambukira ~ mw3 mbukira
199. daughter pwa/nyina €0an bika €031 nukawa
200. brother or ywambu bamba unwambil / wimba
sister  [elder]
[for man]
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201. brother or pnwama bagkwe apkwe
sister
[younger] [for
man]
202. sister [elder] pwatie
[for man]
203. in-law pguna kuna / nginamum gen/bagénbo
204. guest ji/yil ji/buji ninsd/bandsd
[‘stranger’]
205. friend dupwam ajinamdd €don/adon
adonama
206. king/chief pgum/ungum pgum/bungum afa/bafa
207. hunter no ikinda bano ikawa néné kawa
208. thief no agyu bano buyi nén buyi
209. doctor [native] noikimbabwen band ébwen nén ébwén
noihakandya
medicine given
210. witch no afigi [men] butba
211. medicine békand
(charm)
212. fetish [juju’]  boka nelo kalat winOrembo  [sg]
batOrémbo [pl]
213. corpse kum [kumandoo  kum/bukum pkum/bankum
214. God sam &gina sané étan
215. one nifiin tifina dimffiin
216. two evo bivaa bifira
217. three &td bitan bitara
218. four énai binai biny1
219. five ckyun/ecun bictn bitdn
220. six €tonomon bitanamun bubsrd
221. seven ¢ctin[a]evo bicinbivau bitdn bibifira
222. eight ¢cun[a]ito bicunbitaii bitdn bimbitara
223. nine éciin adnai bicun binai bitdn bi mbiny1
224. ten gbwe humnifunt ~ gbwé gbwé
225. eleven gbwge anitlin nyifrin gbwe kimbyén
226. twelve gbwe a6rd bifira gbwe kimbyeén
227. thirteen 40to bitara gbwe kimbyeén
228. fourteen aonoi binyi gbwe kimbyén
229. fifteen aokytn bitan gbwe¢ kimbyén
230. sixteen aokytnamin bi05rd gbwe kimbyén
231. seventeen aokyiinovo bitanbimbifira gbwe kimbyén
232. eighteen 40kylnotod bitdnbimbitara gbwe kimbyeén
233. nineteen aokytndnal binyi gbwe kimbyén
234. twenty tarafu gbanguru
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235. twenty-one tarafu anéfin timbunyifrun gbangun
236. twenty-two tarafi 4ord
237. thirty tarafi agbwéye  horon gbén gbwe banhon
238. forty bafira
239. fifty tebwo
240. sixty batara
241. seventy tégbwe
242. black agrin nigajin glyingl
243. white agwan betewiilon giwuragin
244, red afin [afén] betefin uhént
245. big [great, diku/aku bEtE pana nankd

large]
246. small féekwa / fédidi sin bétékwa kwan
247. long [of stick] ndafan n dawada uddu
248. short [of stick] akudu nikokiinu pkufi
249. new afa bete (dunu=thing) ifa
bete faa
250. old [opp. new] adunu nigdtawan person umba
251. wet dihar béte je ijé
252. dry di huma bété human Tm3i
253. hot [as fire] difya nzonzon efya
254. cold hodi dijiada-cold egti
hord-coldness
255. right [side] bondomo béeénam ebuiya
256. left bombi1 boémi ebluiamiirt
257. good andémo bétébond €bdn
258. bad [bé] ibit abonoeya ubé
259. sweet [tasty]  [bé] néfen béte nefe énye
260. heavy [bé] nufa / bété niigan gidugi
bénufa
261. full ndyén / ndéndaa tijeningwa eyl
262. strong atawan kdgau utawl [person]
263. hard towa tintigwaada gitagi [stone]
264. eat [g6]gya ya[nam] ya
265. drink [go]gwa gwa ma
266. swallow mina mina mina
267. bite gwage nima ya
268. lick nama nama bina
269. taste nagwama nangwama kwa yangwa
gyangwa
270. spit gyu tingana junaji tiajn
271. vomit hai pwatina nan
272. urinate ka ngam kangaa gan munguro
273. defecate s¢ aswa sonyabi nya abi
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274. give birth bwan/ubwéna [u]bwani bwa
275. die wé wena ekwé[n] gdogonwa kwe
276. stand [up] ngwama pwama tém
[go] ndyéna
277. sit [down] [ka]ngya [g6] kuina dum
ku[na]
278. kneel nyinga [g6] hyi&na kanku
nyi[na]na
279. lie [down] numbu 1ngyd / numu[matdn] nume
ndyaa
280. sleep numbu non [ndn] nUMUNOGS num aginim
281. dream sOmMo séméo [kwame] ¢fo anyiname
282. go nungu nuni da
283. come ba ba ba
284. return [intr.] fininabo fiyina fifya
285. enter gindmaa jinama’ nyinaba / nyinaya
286. climb ma ma muwa
287. descend nw3[ngra] doyina jiwa
288. fall kwa wukongwa gwa
289. run kana [kagudu] kana ekiya
290. jump pi[ma] pi[na] pina tré
291. fly tindina tén€na tere
292. pass [by] fwanéna feéna ke
293. turn round kifima taf fireka
[intr.]
294. follow bintiina [~ him]  bini [nago] kibi
295. see mb/hinga hémna né
296. hear ngwa pgwa ngwa
297. touch  [with kinik3[na] Jinikéna dukon
hand]
298. know hémmago eyi
299. remember nyTma[nko] nyiméko sébén
300. forget nyimampwen nyima fugvame efo
301. think nyiman esépgwa
302. learn Jan Jonna eémbd
303. weep [cry] pginan njinanjina ekwe [kuka]
304. laugh Je anyinga hagwaga ¢0e
305. sing fa &nimba famanuma fa aben
306. dance bin nyungwan bininyonan bygginyon
307. play [games] sundziin bininyonan ginsera
308. fear kagufo kagtgau nii
309. greet [salute] to tana ta nago tongwa/rada
310. abuse nddmbi bibyin
311. fight ényén PWa nyina ényen

10
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312. call [summon] ndngdd nonod &ton
313. send [someone nduma numa ctiba

to do
something]
314. say [direct kéna ké[ma] ényam
speech]
315. ask [question] bifina / bifingwa ¢biengwa
316. ask [request] nonod énird
317. refuse nzuna minsamkar ¢kon
318. like nddd mindo ndotém
319. look for numba numa ¢ebi
320. lose nonna nonwa €ndn
[something]
321. get [obtain] [ni]fan/nifana nifana ebu
322. gather [things] kdbigifyo babyego aba egbékun
sd[bigin]
323. steal gru ju buyi
324. take [one kamékd k3 ékun
thing]
325. carry [load] kya[na] pwame [éfun] [e]lo&a
326. show nidagénna ¢ana maté
[something]
327. give hana hago ¢ha
328. sell ninda agyéna nyinaja [e]séya
329. choose safikya saca [gidi] nikéra
330. buy nikwanadi kura ékura
331. pay [for sth.]  [ni]kdm[n4] kdm gdm
332. count [ni]fa[na] fwana [e]fan
333. divide [share [ni]kau[na] kaunyina egira
out]
334. finish [intr.] ninyiman[na] manwa eman
335. catch koéma go k3n/kiin
336. shoot ni nda na naa ekiuwa
337. kill huna gunagd ewura
338. skin (flay) fwiiema fwényina [¢]wa
339. cook naa naabi [e]dan
340. fry ni nwon na npwan dokwe
341. roast [e]mdn
342. pound (in ndzwa tunn tou
mortar)
343. grind kdgi ko [aci] gu
344. pour sugl [ngya] kiinyina kun

11
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345. throw timtd ngyd [in timna etum [w spear]
hole €no [stone]
tumna
346. sweep hambi hdm3 eftira
347. burn (ir.) tonfya ywan fianu [E]tin
348. extinguish (tr.)
349. plait (hair) pwafonod kofunu bagrifé
350. weave (cloth) ndam nwa nya
351. spin (thread) [e]nd
352, sew gong nimu yd
353. put on ha
(clothes)
354. take off wa
(clothes)
355. wash (things) guna guna 05
356. wash (body) guna sé byce
357. pull tuma tiima tin
358. push yuna yuna Jin
359. beat (person)  bamgya bamnyina bam
360. beat (drum) bomganga bam gang kdm
361. break (pot, kiyé timce té
calabash)
362. break (a stick) meékaa hemkyo dém
363. tear (tr.) handi handi ha
364. split (tr.) t03n
365. pierce sudut/diina tinondnwa fitd
366. farm (v.) nyuri duaeda ekin
367. dig ngim kumuma €da [gib3]
368. sow (seeds in dj ddd eden
holes)
369. plant (tubers) eds
370. bury nnpwe pweni enri
371. build (house) fa/fan zugu fa éfa
372. mould (pot) bim[dumba] bdm timb &to
373. carve (wood) fa sandi bamcé éba
[breaking
374. hold (in hand) k3[na] koshi ekiin
375. untie hafeé hasénaii efdn
376. cover (apot) tatu tatony wekutii
377. open (door) héndéna hénéna pwe
378. close (door) també hirg kutt
379. (be) rotten fwan fonwa éfs
380. stink hdddn pwagu& éga
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381. swell  (intr.) difun[natin] yofunn wo eyiri
(of boil)
382. blow (with tdn fona etlin
mouth)
383. blow (of wind) ¢hiin
384. surpass fwané [g5]fénwa ¢ka
385. dwell kipgya kwina edum
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