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1. Introduction

The Jarawan Bantu languages have always been something of a poor relation to Bantu proper. Scattered
across northern Cameroun and east-central Nigeria, they remain poorly documented and poorly
characterised. The first record of Jarawan Bantu is Koelle (1854), whose Dsarawa probably corresponds to
modern-day Bankal. Gowers (1907) has six wordlists of Jarawan Bantu (Bomborawa, Bankalawa, Gubawa,
Jaku, Jarawa (kanna) and Wurkunawa) include in his survey of the largely Chadic languages of the Bauchi
area. Striimpell (1910) has a wordlist of the Jarawan Bantu language Mboa, formerly spoken on the
Cameroun/CAR border near Meiganga. Striimpell (1922) and Baudelaire (1944) are the only records of
Nagumi, based around Natsari, SE of Garoua in northern Cameroun. Johnston (1919: 716 ff.) assigned the
language recorded by Koelle to a ‘Central-Bauci’ one of his ‘Semi-Bantu’ language groups. Thomas (1925,
1927) recognised the Bantu affinities of the Nigerian Jarawan Bantu languages, but Doke (1947) and
Guthrie (1969-71) make no reference to Jarawan Bantu, and the latest reference book on Bantu also exclude
it (Nurse & Philippson 2003). Some Jarawan Bantu languages are listed in the Benue-Congo Comparative
wordlist (henceforth BCCW) (Williamson & Shimizu 1968; Williamson 1973) and a student questionnaire
at the University of Ibadan in the early 1970s provided additional sketchy data on others.

Maddieson & Williamson (1975) represents the first attempt to synthesise this data on the position of these
languages. Since that period, publications have been very limited. Kraft (1981), although principally
concerned with Chadic, includes lengthy wordlists of Bankal and Jaku wordlist in a rather doubtful
transcription. An M.A. thesis on Jar provides a phonological sketch and wordlist of one Jarawan lect. There
is also the unpublished grammar and dictionary of Ira McBride (n.d. a,b) prepared in the 1920s and so far
unpublished'. Shimizu (1983) presented an overview of some nearly extinct lects in Bauchi State. This
seems to have been a prelude to a lengthier, more data-oriented publication that has never appeared. Lukas
and Gerhardt (1981) analyse some rather hastily collected data on Mbula, while Gerhardt (1982) published
an analysis of some of this new(er) data and memorably named the Jarawan Bantu ‘the Bantu who turned
back’. Gerhardt (1982) provides data on verbal extensions in Mama and Kantana. Recently, Ulrich
Kleinwillinghéfer has made available a comparative wordlist of six Jarawan Bantu lects; Zaambo (Dukta),
Bwazza, Mbula, Bile, Duguri and Kulung, collected in the early 1990s as part of the SFB 268. The
availability of this data seems to be a good chance to re-evaluate the position of Jarawan Bantu in relation to
Bantu. Each lexical entry is commented in a footnote.

The present situation regarding the classification of Jarawan Bantu languages remains highly unsatisfactory.
They are generally regarded as Bantoid and a ‘higher node’. For example in ALCAM (1984) they are treated
as co-ordinate with Tivoid, Ekoid, Grassffields and others. Williamson and Blench (2000) is a reprise of this
view, with Jarawan splitting from a phylogenetic tree after Narrow Bantu but before Grassfields etc. This
classification was frankly based on impressions rather than detailed argument, and, as this paper will argue,
was misconceived.

There seem to be three possibilities;
a. Jarawan Bantu is part of A group

b. PB is quite different from its conventional representation and more like proto-A
c. Similarities between Jarawan Bantu and A are accidental or spurious

! Apparently an edition is in press edited by Ulrich Kleinwillinghofer and Jorg Adelberger
1
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2. Internal subgrouping of Jarawan Bantu

The most recent attempt at a revised internal subgrouping of Jarawan Bantu is Shimizu (1983) which follows
Maddieson & Williamson (1975) adding improved ethnonyms and some new lects from the Bauchi area.
This is as follows (Figure 1);

Figure 1. Jarawan Bantu

Proto-Jarawan Bantu

Mboa Nagumi Nigerian Jarawan Bantu
Numan Mama Lame Kulung Jaku-Gubi Jarawa
Mbula - Bile Ruhit Mbaru  Ruhd Shiki Dulbu  Labir
Bwazza
Zhar Zugur Gwak Ndanshi Doori Mbat Muun Kantana Damul

The exact correspondences between some of the names recorded by Shimizu and those in Maddieson &
Williamson (1975) is not always clear, but;

Mbaru =  Bambaro
Labir = Jaku
Shiki = Gubi
Zhar =  Bankal

3. Sources of Jarawan Bantu lexis

One reason that Jarawan Bantu has never been welcomed into Bantu is that it does contain many manifestly
non-Bantu lexemes, even for fundamental vocabulary items. This is presumably the result of its surprising
journey from southern Cameroun to central Nigeria, apparently moving in small, mobile groups for reasons
that are still unknown. Extensive bilingualism with speakers of Bantoid, Chadic and Adamawa languages
has caused lexical replacement in many items.
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Examples:

Chadic

Gloss Proto-Bantu Jarawan Bantu Chadic

Tongue

tongu | dimi | 1aso /| 1astu | laasud /| leesuy | 1lis(i) | lasa

e alashia alaasu

two badi | rdap Trap baari baari baari | baari | fari | mari | rap
Adamawa

fish | n/c> | n-ji/éa-nji nji / anji n-ji / anji njii / anjii nji nshi (~nji)

Bantoid

water | n/c’ |mar | mard | mur |mard | yam | mul, mur pinag | mir

3. Data

The paper therefore consists of a comparative table of this data, arranged alphabetically. Glosses from Jaku
and Mama are added in separate columns.

Key to wordlists

Zaambo (Dukta);

Bwazza ;

Mbula ;

Bile ;

Duguri (coll. at Yankari) ;
Kulung

? This root is probably borrowed from Adamawa languages.
? Cognates exist in Grassfields, e.g. Kom mi, Mambiloid e.g. Ndoro mbura, and throughout Cross River, although
with no certain —r- in C, position.
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Gloss PB Mboa | Nagumi | Zaambo Bwazza Mbula Bile Mama | Mbaru | Kulung Duguri | Labir= | Zhar=
Jaku Bankal
ash to' tup basa uil td tibu lalla tib
bark n/c kwati / | ngwata mbwi ngoto ngwdndéré | ngwaali
akwataggun | ngun ngln,
ngondor
belly bumo’ bimwam /| bim buml /| yoy bim bum
abumsu abtimud
bird yUni nyél / a- nyél/ a- n-nyal /| miya / minyili/ - | nyal
a-nyal amiya gi
bite dom’ nami num ban nomé numo numo num
black pind* piini pine mo pandi | pina pinna t55n
blood n/c kdl/ a- nkila nkila nkila kila kil
bone n/c mid / a- miu mid / a- | mad mimd muup
mud
breast n/c kupra /| kaurda (= | kydara /| kiira / kyubra, kibur
akupria milk) / a- a- a- kyubla
burn pt’ maa pif pii piishi pi tén’
buy kur(ana) kar(an) | kar(um)

' No Bantu language appears to have b~p in the C, slot, and indeed elsewhere in Niger-Congo, there is usually a nasal. Nonetheless, some A group languages have two vowels, such
as A3lc tue.

? An example of the Jarawan Bantu V- prefix deletion rule. A64 has ibumu.
? A62 and B languages have initial n- not d-.

* Bl1a has pwnd, but A group languages usually weaken the initial p-.

° PB glossed as ‘become burnt’. B11a has py.

% This form might be cognate with PB dbngvd.
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Gloss PB Mboa | Nagumi | Zaambo Bwazza Mbula Bile Mama | Mbaru | Kulung Duguri | Labir= | Zhar=
Jaku Bankal
child muna munu
/amuna

claw jada’ kalbé / a- | kalabu nkowla / | kagla nyaali nyaal

k4l bia ank6wla | buy
cold pod® pollip6116 | dwal kpwali | poolo polo pwolla falan
come jij’ you; i maa | yop yu zil yu yu

yu (he came)
die ka'® 1u wii(u) wi wid wu tilé wée wum yi won
divide, g3b(3n) | gib(3m)
share
dog boall nva/4a-nva | mva/ a- mvwa / a- | minara mvaa nvé
drink nyo6' na ! nd nd nd nd nd
dry jom" yimni im nei mo aimé | yunna yumama nydmné ydman ayimim
ear i mai pédé kiré / | kordu kird/a- | kiirug titi kiri kit

akiria,

akiro

" The main Jarawan Bantu forms do not look cognate, but nyaal clearly resembles some B group forms, such as B75 nyala. The kal- forms in Jarawan Bantu must be a replacement
from Adamawa.
¥ Despite the CB form, most A-D languages have —I- or —1- in C, position. A group languages usually have f/h/v as Cl.
? A24 has y- as the verbal stem.
' A24 and other A languages have wo (Bulu wii) etc. arguing that the weakened form was the original. Kulung lu is exceptional.
' B72a mbva, C15 mvwa.
12 Some B languages, e.g. B75 have nu, but yw is most common in the A group.
"> B11a has yom but no Bantu forms seem to have the initial nasal. The Jarawan Bantu suffix -nV must be a verbal marker. jum/jom is common to Ekoid languages and Kom has
jum. This appears to define Bantu plus Ekoid, although the form wom is more widespread.
5
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Gloss PB Mboa | Nagumi | Zaambo Bwazza Mbula Bile Mama | Mbaru | Kulung Duguri | Labir= | Zhar=
Jaku Bankal
earth n/c imzal nzal baanza njé nzaali nsaal
eat di?® 1i! 11, 11 dumo, | 1i, 11 | 1i, shéé | i lya 11, 11| 1d
she nyama | ndimo, nyama nkdg;”

11 lifiyeme

nyama,

shan

nyama
egg g{16 kii / dkiingd | nkil nkii /| nki nki kii kii ki ki

ankii
elephant nzd nzoyo
eye jico' missi | misd mishi / | m3si() mosu / a- | njin mufu musu mas mi-{i

amisha mdsu
fat, grease _ 18 murd/ a- mddran murd mirdn muru mirdk mut mudu
(mit)
feather n/c mbur / a- mburu mbwi mbuu mbir, mbl | mbu
1, mbin

fire n/c bdsa, busa bdsa bdsa gishe bdza bis
fish n/c"’ n-ji/a-nji | nji/ anji n-ji  /|nji / nzhi nshi  (~ | nji

'* Konswey (Bamessing) has kt3 and similar forms occur in neighbouring languages. D62 has ukutxwi, E32a has egirwi. This is inconclusive, since Kukele, Upper Cross, has ko-
tuo.

' Alternations of li/di are so common throughout Niger-Congo that this root is inconclusive.

'® Jarawan Bantu resembles forms in A group languages, which all have initial k-. There are several examples of a nasal prefix, A91, C36a, although prefixes are rather various.
Bulu has aci, and Kenyang neci, which provides the initial nasal.

"7 The CB form is very remote from this, but in A group languages, the root is typically —is with prefixes d/m. Thus A74 dis/mus. Jarawan Bantu forms thus appear to reflect a plural
‘eyes’. This appears to be close to a common innovation since the final —s is confined to a very restricted group of languages.

'8 Some A group languages, such as Tumbele, have —mul for ‘fat’.
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Gloss PB Mboa | Nagumi | Zaambo Bwazza Mbula Bile Mama | Mbaru | Kulung Duguri | Labir= | Zhar=
Jaku Bankal
anji anjii nji)
five taano® | ssidn | tinu tognud ténno tonni ténno tonnu tdgnin té6n tawun
fly n/c 160 delée yalé 1oja loga 1wa i
kuli Boror gwdl, yi
1waam
fry kan(sna) ki ka(m)
foot kaca?! kushi / a- | kus((d) kusi /| kusug z31) kis
kushi-a akudsu (kwasa
VlegV)
four nai*? ni fade® {ini iineé iiné iiné yiinin yfin
give pa* paam (me); | paayi paam pa pa- naa paba pa(m)
pai (give | (give him) | (give
him) me)
grain n/c mishi / | mdshi mosogir | nji nyini
mishigwéi (moshét)
guinea- gana g3 g1

" This root is probably borrowed from Adamawa languages.

2 Most Bantu attestations have a central vowel as in PB, but Ngwe has i-t5 and A83 has ton.

I A complex word but one which shows that Jarawan Bantu can provide insights into the reconstruction of Bantu. —kasa shows up in groups C-K with the meaning ‘hand’ and only

in L does the meaning ‘foot” appear. The prefixes are typically li- in C group languages, but these seem to be deleted in Jarawan Bantu. Further problems arise because the evidence

from Duguri makes it seem possible there are two related roots #kusu (foot) and #kasa (leg). A group languages often have a sequence of two back vowels, e.g. Nkong iko0é, as

well as Grassfields. These languages do not retain a C, in position, but forms such as Fon kfii suggest original *kufu, cognate with Jarawan Bantu kusu roots.

2 Cf. Bamvele pii, Mokpe yeni.

3 Apparently a loan from Chadic

** Mungaka, Limbum and several neighbouring languages have fa. The weakened form, ha, is widespread in this region. However, na also occurs, for example Mamonyan.

7
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Gloss PB Mboa | Nagumi | Zaambo Bwazza Mbula Bile Mama | Mbaru | Kulung Duguri | Labir= | Zhar=
Jaku Bankal

fowl
hair n/c nyom/ &- nyar nnyau nyoy nyoy nydy
hand boko? bwam /| bu bu/abd | bupg bug bwa

abwiya
head e mo mird mird / | murd kpamird | murldn / | ka:muru | nta muru mut mudu

amiria / a- amurur
hear n/c?’ 66 ad ao 6g6 wdg3 wa
heart?® n/c faabimi /| baa blim kiim kun dimu sumbulé paal bal

Haabimin baala nyar
horn n/c njépé / | njemé njawi /| njemé njéme njab

anjépé (njamanda) | anjawi
hot pi®® 4abosa kilkdl piiné pii wogna, waan

wogna

kill n/c* wali! wali wali w6 nluo gbala wAl
knee n/c kulam / a- | nkdunu nkudnu | nkunpna kualuy kunul

> Cf. A46 obd, A74 mbo, A64 ombogo. The nasal suffixes in Jarawan Bantu probably reflect nasal prefixes in A group languages. However, this root is widespread in Niger-

Congo and frozen nasal prefixes also occur in Mambiloid, for example.

26 This form does not immediately seem to be cognate. However, the presence of —t- in the C, slot, later becoming —d- and then —r- in Jarawan lects, almost certainly reflects the

Bantu root, although mu- prefixes only occur in D and E group languages. Further evidence that PB was actually something like mu-tu can be seen in Tikar mu, Meta matu and

Nkong md3.

27 No obvious Bantu reflex, but this is an extremely widespread Benue-Congo root.

2 But see ‘liver’.

* Bl1a has py-, but most other languages have initial B-.

* However, Ekoid shows direct cognates, for example Balep wél, and Mambiloid Mambila Warwar wula’, also in Upper and Lower Cross. Poorly represented in BCCW.

8
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Gloss PB Mboa | Nagumi | Zaambo Bwazza Mbula Bile Mama | Mbaru | Kulung Duguri | Labir= | Zhar=
Jaku | Bankal
know man, maan 66 shiiri ban | solé yéri, shag3dligi | dal
ifjib’" yéré

leaf n/c mbumbti / 4- | mbu ngwiin | mbuu mbu mbugi mbuk

Agwin /| giri

a-
lie n/c*? noun nénd nonné néna nény, nénd | ndany

nje
liver* badi kukd bHaali | kum baalu | Hbaabiim | kun nyé baali bashala
/ kuku baji
long n/c sapa sapa sawa mo sawé | sala sabna ma
dilin
man bagada buna / | bwaabura / | bwabura | baabura baabora bid
34 abuna abiréana / a- / abuna

bwa

/abwaana

(LG)
meat, flesh | nyama® nyama/ a- nyama nyamé /| nyama nyeme nyam

a-

3! Jarawan Bantu is rather diverse, so the cognacy of Bantu is uncertain. maar may be compared to D54 map. Forms such as B85 yip may be cognate with Jarawan Bantu yéri.

> BLR3 has no form resembling this one, although evidently such a reconstruction is warranted. Shu Pamon (Bamun) has niinti, Mungaka has ndn8, Yemba has n3n, linked very

closely with the Jarawan Bantu forms.

33 This is the same set of roots as ‘heart’ although sometimes with different qualifications.

3* A highly unlikely PB form. The Jarawan Bantu forms are cognate with B group attestations such as B73¢ baala. The source of the —buna element is unclear.

% This root is extremely widespread in Niger-Congo and thus of limited value in determining the place of Jarawan Bantu. Nonetheless, it occurs in Mokpe pAma, Meta -pam,

whereas many surrounding languages have a quite different root #-bab.
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Gloss PB Mboa | Nagumi | Zaambo Bwazza Mbula Bile Mama | Mbaru | Kulung Duguri | Labir= | Zhar=
Jaku Bankal
moon cunge®® zogd / a- | zognd zono shiyeri zuna liay
zonu
mountain®’ koonu / a- | thal nkwanu, | nkdndny konon yab
koonud taali
mouth na’® mom | kiind kini / 4| k(n kind / a- | ki kunu kln kdn
kunia
name dok® lula /| 181u lulu lalay lulu lili loye njin
alula (11111)
neck mido* méélam / 4 | mélu méalu/ | mel mel me1(1)
meelsud
new — bishi boséi mo bdshi | ma piwé pibi
piiyo
night tiko*"! badu du du da (kn)da | dugd duak
nose judo® joi 1atd lali /  4&- | luln lonu / a- | 1uliy lala dugal
luli-a 16nu

%% A group languages have initial ts-, which could easily be linked to the initial z- of Jarawan Bantu.

37 See roots for ‘stone’ for #tal-

3¥ Most Bantu roots have a central vowel in the stem, but some A languages have a back vowel, such as A74 anyu. Prefixes are highly variable in Bantu and the kV- prefix is
occasionally attested, such as D28b kanwa.

% Some A group languages such as Shu Pamon have li, Mungaka lin), which would account for forms such as Kulung lili. The PB reconstruction is a verb ‘to name’, and nominal

forms such as ndui (B75) are relatively rare. B group languages appear to have a velar in C, position, so the source of Jarawan Bantu reduplication is unclear. The final nasal in

lalang probably reflects the nasal prefix attested in Bantu. Kom i-jin suggests that a second root for ‘name’ reflected in Jaku is also present in Jarawan Bantu.

0 The most widespread Bantu cognates are for the verb ‘to swallow” with neck usually a different root. However, nominal forms appear in E group languages, such as E11

ommiro. However, neck/throat/swallow polysemy is common throughout Niger-Congo elsewhere and probably this is just an artefact of the data.

*I' A widespread Niger-Congo root, usually of the form #-tuk. Despite the PB reconstruction, A62 has bu-dugu, which is likely to be virtually identical to the proto-Jarawan Bantu

form.

10
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Gloss PB Mboa | Nagumi | Zaambo Bwazza Mbula Bile Mama | Mbaru | Kulung Duguri | Labir= | Zhar=
Jaku Bankal
one moi® motu | dara mishét m6on mooni baako m3g3 dig
path juda* ngiijér/ a- | tanjare nja gula | nji jere zaadi njéré 1iim, bis | n-dzdr
njere
rain bada® mbuld mbulo mmbulé | mird mir bulo | mbil
kali
red ? ma bangi /| baga mo bana baa(ki) | banna baan
damabanga banyé
root di* zanngun / 4- | zangangun / | nlééri / | mili mATrAne
a- a- giri ngun
sand — sala / | sa4la nzaali nji sasala, nsaal
amissala salayg zazala shira
say ... — imdana naa naa wa ba na shap
see — maa sioni (I | shin(i) ban | soné shina gaba sdn
see it)
seed biad?’ bele / mis | jame 60114 /| zama nyin 612 | Bili
bélé¢  (mio a-bd11a
bélé

2 CB form very doubtful. B52 has layulu, C53 li-olo, K31 ili-yulu. All these suggest a PB form something like li-yulu, collapsed to lulu in some Jarawan Bantu and lili elsewhere.

2192

# Pinyin and related languages have m5"3, and B44 (Lumbu) has mweya, providing evidence for a lost velar in C, position.

* The Jarawan Bantu forms are much compounded, but the essential element appears to be #njere. Cf. Mokpe 6p-njia, and many forms similar to manze. The Duguri form bis

looks as if it is cognate with a rare Bantoid root #-bi, attested in Kenyang, Tikar mbi, Somyev bi.

* Despite the CB form, Bantu languages almost inevitably have I/r. See A24 mbua, C32 mbula. The final back vowel is puzzling although this occurs very occasionally in other
Bantu groups. It is possible that Jarawan Bantu operates a rule of back vowel harmonisation.

* Not entirely clear if this is cognate. Some forms of Bantu have —li and a mo- prefix. E51, for example is mori.

11
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Gloss PB Mboa | Nagumi | Zaambo Bwazza Mbula Bile Mama | Mbaru | Kulung Duguri | Labir= | Zhar=
Jaku Bankal
sit — doo do diy6 nje ri dob ni | ndh
dobo
skin gobo™ nguu / a- ngu ngud ngubin | nku lara ngub ngibi | ngip
sleep do® tulo til6, non | ntdléd nan tilé tala
tilo tulo
smoke n/c leelé yélo (i)nyali | nlele yele yal
stand jim™ shémi shémé camé tangni tel ligiri | 1wa
kusu jaam
star n/c lépré / a | nleuro nlédr6 | muna debre taliang
misa lepre shiyeri
stone tade™! tal / amiso | thal / a-|taali /| taali ta taali taal t3l
tal taali a-taali
sun juba’ keéra pori pwari kaara misa miis
tail kida’? ingdlia / | ngala ngilé /| ngile nghila njil
ambutingilia angilé

*" The PB reconstruction is a verb and curiously, records only begin with the D group. D54 is byal. The presence of implosive b is striking as this phoneme is not usually

reconstructed for PB.

*¥ In this case, Jarawan Bantu resembles A group very closely, see Mungaka -gub’-
> A31b has tolo and A62 duno.

%0 Surprisingly, no A group attestations but K41 has ziman, which justifies PB and explains this form.

>1 Cf. Kenyang ri-tai, and forms in Ekoid. Widespread in Bantu with forms such as C35b etale and usually assigned to noun-classes 5/6. No trace of the i- prefixes in Jarawan

Bantu. It looks like there is a rule whereby V- prefixes in Bantu are deleted in Jarawan Bantu.

32 This form does not immediately look cognate, but A group cognates of this reconstruction have —{- in C1 position, where —b- is given in the PB form. A24 has lofa, for example.

No trace of the m- prefix though.

12
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Gloss PB Mboa | Nagumi | Zaambo Bwazza Mbula Bile Mama | Mbaru | Kulung Duguri | Labir= | Zhar=
Jaku Bankal
ten kvmi™* | bo lum lim lam lam 1dm lum lim 1dm 1Gm lim
three taty>’ sai taaru taard taaru taaro taaré taatl taarim taat
tongue dimi’® tilémbi | laesso 14s6 /| 1astu laasi /| leesur lasa 1is({)
alashia alaasu
tooth jino®’ miini / 4- | miind miind / | miilug mifnd miin miyin
miini amiind
tree koni>® n-gwin / a- | Aigwin ungwun / | ngdn /| guni mbini | ngin ngin ngun ngun
ngdn angwin | angug
two badi>’ bai bali raap rap Baari Baari mari Baari Baari Baari fari
walk génd® gia gya gya gye kyén kéng | ka
water n/c® mur murd mur murt mul, mur | yam mur
pinag

>3 This is one item where Jarawan Bantu suggests that the PB reconstruction is quite wrong. A43a has nwel and C83 ngel. Unless Jarawan Bantu is an A group language, PB must
have had a shape more like this than the suggested form.

> Mokpe has li-ome (?) and A24 (Duala) has dum, although other Bantu forms usually begin with a velar. This is so exceptional as to provide excellent evidence for the position of
Jarawan Bantu.

> A group languages have —I- in C, position, but no initial t-. t- occurs in B group and thenceforth. As in ‘two’ the long vowel in ‘three’ is exceptional for Jarawan Bantu.

%6 perhaps not cognate as Bantu has no trace of either the central vowel or the final —s. Is this a loan from nearby Chadic?

>" B group languages typically have m- prefixes, thus B75 (Mungaka) minu. A group prefixes are all p-. This is one case where Jarawan Bantu does not resemble A group (which
generally has #soy), a Grassfields root). Ekoid has comparable roots.

¥ “firewood’ in PB, e.g. Limbum -gii. BCCW records both ‘firewood’ and ‘tree’ in Jarawan Bantu and the root is identical. However, Bantu often records the common Niger-
Congo root #-ti for ‘tree’. Group A languages have either lost the initial velar or have g-, e.g. Tumbele 31-géy ‘tree’.

%% Forms such as Yemba bar,A74 bae, Nkong ba'a point to a proto-form #bari. The apparent vowel lenthening in Jarawan Bantu numerals is subsequent to the split from A group
languages. The rap forms are borrowings from Chadic.

% Cf. D62 gend. Jarawan Bantu seems to have lost the final —d. Palatal forms exist, for example D61 dzend.
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Gloss PB Mboa | Nagumi | Zaambo Bwazza Mbula Bile Mama | Mbaru | Kulung Duguri | Labir= | Zhar=
Jaku Bankal
white pémb® pwaashi pwasu ma posd pubna pup
kpwashi
woman méé63 maana / a- | mbwaama /| mo paama / | mamam pamma maam maam
maana amiana bwama / | amena
a mama

61 Cognates exist in Grassfields, e.g. Kom mi, Mambiloid e.g. Ndoro mbura, and throughout Cross River, although with no certain —r- in C, position.

62 The PB form is glossed ‘shine, be white’. The changeable vowels in Jarawan Bantu are something of a mystery as are the forms with —S- in C, position, but presumably these are
frozen verbal extensions attached to the simple verb root pe- ‘to be white’.

8 PB form is glossed as ‘mother’. cf. Nkong mwaa, A33b mama. A final nasal is attested in many A group languages such as Yemba m31). The only evidence for the homorganic
mb- is M63 Ba-ma. Analysis is probably confused by different elicitation items, for example, BCCW has both ‘female’ and ‘woman’, but not ‘mother’.
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4. Analysis

Jarawan Bantu languages are very close to one another and all are characterised by a fusing of the noun-stem
to the prefix. Nonetheless, where a Bantu cognate can be identified, it does not resemble any PB forms, but
rather the actual forms of A languages such as Bulu. If Jarawan Bantu is regarded as outside Bantu this
creates a problem; why does it resemble A group languages? Surely it cannot have undergone parallel
changes? It must have undergone the same changes. It therefore is best regarded as an offshoot of A.

The relation of Jarawan Bantu to Bantu proper then makes us question exactly what PB forms represent.
Clearly you could not reach PB or CB through a reconstruction of A group languages. These are ‘too
eroded’. But is this because PB looked as the experts say it did and A group is simply highly reduced? This
is a curious argument since almost all authors agree that the Bantu started out from the A group area and that
therefore the A languages should represent PB in some way.

5. Conclusion

The conclusion drawn from this analysis is that Jarawan Bantu, despite its sometimes quirky appearance, is a
member of the A group of Bantu languages, probably A42 and related. Several key lexical items reflect both
the stems and prefixes of this group and are not found outside. The lack of geographical proximity of
Jarawan Bantu to any A group languages suggests that this cannot be borrowing and must be evidence of
their affiliation. The Jarawan Bantu set off northwards, encountering first Bantoid languages, notably, the
Nyang languages, Tikar and Mambiloid.
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Appendix. Jarawan Bantu lexical items showing no consistency

The following lexical items were recorded as part of the Swadesh list, but either have no lexical consistency or no PB reconstruction. They are therefore included for

information.
Nouns Mboa Nagumi | Zaambo Bwazza | Mbula Bile Mama | Mbaru | Duguri Kulung Labir= | Gingwak
Jaku
cloud ? bord boorod pina mbulo krinkindiy nlaa giri | limba
louse n/c golandunu | nkolaari | girlaandind | gila dulu kwarkata | nyili
/ a-
girladandané
person’ — kpdm piina | bwaa bwa mpondé / | ba yony / 66 / 6ibo | Bwari /
/ kpana | pina /| a- abayon baamburum
piini abwaa
mpinel
Pronouns
1 _ mina mi miim mmén mi minam,
mminam
you — weanga wéi wé we wil y66
he — gbananga | yi yi yi yi
we — swaanga sim som st su su stm
you pl. — wunanga win win win win
they — abwananga | {ya ya ya ya
Verbs
swim’ n/c tiso paalom | waxiwaxo ta mura kwa wab mir

! None of these resemble Bantu words for ‘person’ and seem all to refer to the root for ‘man’. Yemba Bafou II pi may be cognate with the Zaambo form, but related forms are

scarce.
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Nouns Mboa Nagumi | Zaambo Bwazza | Mbula Bile Mama | Mbaru | Duguri Kulung Labir= | Gingwak
Jaku

Numerals
six tanda® | koeno saesama | twangarmi | ténno tégnud tépird té6n td sam mdd

war moshit mwo sole mdk,

moshet téy sole

mdk
seven® — | jindogmoge | tisbari banga tonno tégnid baari | toy baari kés taat | td sab baari
raap war rap
eight’ — | jindordoa tistaro twanga ténno ténnu taaru | tém késhiin yindniy
téard wat bitaaro

tadaru
nine n/c® | jindorsu tisfade | twanga{iini | tépno ténnu iiné témbi iiné kestoon |misi mdg3 | fuyh

war {ine 1um
100 woro tonnéd lumi lum, | deri mdg3,

dari mal tungniy
Others
all n/c bsb bdb kat kwa kap d5m
big n/c ngé baani | guld mo gilé kpam ma gulun | gdlla,
bad'iné

full n/c maa ldmshi | 1limsé Tumshé dinso walan limséna
good n/c bwaa jam boro mo bwané boona bwadan maanar

* Apparently a poor root in Jarawan Bantu as the forms do not look as if they are cognate with each other.

3 Jarawan Bantu seems to have no consistent form but to use 5 + 1.

* Jarawan Bantu forms appear to be locally constructed and do not resemble the widespread A group and Grassfields #-samba.

> Appears to have no common root in Jarawan Bantu or in Bantu.
6 The Jarawan Bantu forms appear to all be locally constructed or borrowed.
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Nouns Mboa Nagumi | Zaambo Bwazza | Mbula Bile Mama | Mbaru | Duguri Kulung Labir= | Gingwak
Jaku
green n/d pollusu mbu md kpali lagsa mird mbuglimmbugti
b(w)onu
many — bindbunuy | pas kpdm yé bilim | binna
not — pakamba kagwa pahandary nya kaba 6314, bdra
round n/c banshi kara(a) ma dutrihe kilululu golon kérs
small — biti kéwé mo kyawé fitoy ma gab minyenan,
shinddn
(tiny)
that — gara méo mino mamogo mamaakd | miké
kpaanga
this — gemanga maa maan mamma mifmi mini
what? n/c man célé mana mana marij manaa némman
who? n/c yanile yana yana yan ayanaa nii yén
yellow — yumn{ réésan lene yamdirr | muré kit
ngubu

7 A42 has fol. Initial p- is not common, but occurs in scattered cases, e.g. B11a pon, G42d po.
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