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The following provides a comparative list of Bagyele names for mammals, recorded at Makak in 2009 and in Loloabe, south of Kribi in 2010. Although many
names are comparable, many are quite different. The names from Makak were recorded from a single informant slightly out of context, and so are possibly a bit less

reliable. Page numbers from Kingdon (1997)

Page English Latin Kribi sg. pl. Makak sg. pl. Comments
gorilla Gorilla gorilla ndzie bd andugé ba-
mpende
chimp Pan troglodytes ka(n) ma WATAS bawa®as
drill Mandrillus leocophaeus sjée bé lévémb)d lekdme
54 Northern talapoin Miopithecus ogouensis pfap be a-déméporé  ba-
? monkey sp. n3engjé be
60 grivet monkey Cercopithecus tantalus pundi bi
84,76  moustached monkey' Cercopithecus cephus, C. sud ma kambo békambo
ascanias
80 putty nosed monkey Cercopithecus nictitans jémbd ma
90 potto Potto periodictus bimvore --
91 Calabar Angwantibo Arctocebus calabarensis dzinda bi jind6o beéjindod
101 Allen’s galago Galago alleni gabonensis 1éd3olé ma- 1&jd1¢e majolé
115 Angola fruit bat Lissonycteris angolensis ngyémo mi nyémo mindémo
night bat sp. bvubvu,
VWIN,IVWLI
137 otter shrew Potamogale velox léba - gie bigie
189 cane rat, cutting grass Thryonomys swinderianus pfala ngumbd bi
145 shrew Crocidura spp. mbaa fimbo mi mbaa fumbd  me-
161, rope squirrel spp. Funisciurus spp. mbvungje - kills snakes
165
177 Lord Derby’s flying Anomalurus derbianus mbvu ba
squirrel
188 brush-tailed porcupine  Atherurus africanus nkomb?d bd ngdmba ba-
197/1 climbing mouse Dendromus sp. puao ba

! Basaa observes that the type of Cercopithecus monkey in their region resembles much more the red-tailed monkey, C. ascanias.
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Page English Latin Kribi sg. pl. Makak sg. pl. Comments
199 pouched rat Cricetomys gambainus kad ba
208 pygmy mouse Mus minutoides mpéndé ba mdnd mintole  bdnd
banyamintolé
213/1 zebra mouse Lemniscomys sp. 1ebs ma-
? mouse sp. ftd ba small mouse sp., lives in
ground, white

232 honey badger Mellivora capensis mpa ma
234 clawless otter Aonyx capensis 1éban ma-  bdy bibay
241 slender mongoose Herpestes sanguinea mpa’a ba
249 cusimanse Crossarchus obscurus naménsuoge ba mak3le hakale
267 common genet Genetta genetta nfie me
272 civet Civettictis civetta duabd be duabd*
279 serval Felis serval 1ebwé ma
282 leopard Panthera pardus nzjé ba njé bd-~
284 lion Panthera leo pmgbénmgbéme  bé mabonzd —
291 giant pangolin Smutsia gigantea vimd be mvimd —
290 tree pangolin Phataginus tricuspis nzalé be nzalé —
294 aardvark Orycteropus afer zémenbilé ba
300 tree hyrax Dendrohyrax dorsalis bégvire ba béngute
325 hippopotamus Hippopotamus amphibius mbvubo ba
331 red river hog Potamochoerus porcus ngwo adzi?i ba 1go ajii° bangoajii

ba-
337 water chevrotain Hyemoschus aquaticus ijé bé- iyén biyén
348 buffalo Syncerus caffer naré ba nyéati —
352 bushbuck Tragelaphus scriptus mpiendé ba -mbondd bé-~
353 bongo Tragelaphus euryceros mbvole bé sawa mvulé  bé-~
370 blue duiker Cephalophus monticola kag be kwen be-~ variation with semivowel /w/
381, bay duiker Cephalophus dorsalis 1ekénd ma-
375
379 Abbot’s duiker Cephalophus spadix n3ibo ba n3ibo ban3zibo
384/2 royal antelope Neotragus pygmaeus m-moa mé- syllabic nasal not there in pl

Kingdon, Jonathan A. 1997. The Kingdon field guide to African mammals. San Diego: Academic Press.



Basic Gyele vocabulary recorded at Loloabe

English sg. pl. Comments
1 vard

2 bébaa

3 bélale

4 béna

5 bétané

6 ntud

7 epuere

8 115mbée

9 lebvoa

10 léwiamo

11 1éwimo na vard

20 mawumabaa

30 mawumalale

100 btja

head nla me
eye &zizi mi-
nose do ma
face Nombo mé
mouth mpdmbo ma
neck tié ma
arm mb3 ma-
palm lekdngjé ma
tongue gému ma
ear lels ma-
cheek lema ma-
shoulder bege ma
chest mpfub) me
belly mmd mé
breast 1ebéle ma
buttock péle ja béna be bé
thigh do ma
knee 1ebd3 ma
leg, foot pku mankll mabaa
sole nsoéwa gku

blood tié ma
heart 1émd mé-
liver SEPE beé
person mure buare
man murl b-
woman muraa b-
child mwand b-
tree 1é be
leaf ka ma
root mpénde me
bark mbha bé
thorn dua ma
grass pwéra ba
mushroom bekwuyu ba
charcoal vérele be
dust mpfongja mé or mpfongja
mud sdba bé
clay béld ma
dew 1e157?5 ma-



stone
sand
smoke
fire
water
rain
cloud
lightning
year
today
yesterday
tomorrow
morning
evening
dawn
day
night
moon
sun

star
wind
river
forest
mountain
road
father
mother
friend
guest
thief
healer
sorcerer
corpse

1ekd?3
nsjé
varele

ijé

dzibd
mbvud
nkfuré
nkale

n3i maamvo
£tée
nakwuyt
naménd
jirosé
kogtwe
le

mafi
bvulé
nkdnde
vizd
naanga
mpebd
buradzibs
dzi?é
pkulé
mpago
sawa
nawa
sdpwa
ngjenwa
ntfibé
nkanka
n-gjémbd
mbimbd

ba
mend3i mémvo

ba

ma

me
béd3zibs
be

me

me
basaba
béﬁéb?l
basdba_
bagjéba
ba

ba

ba-

me

/g/ -> /y/ variation



