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0. Introduction

Cwaya language is a Niger-Kordofanian (Heiban group) language spoken in Southern Kordafan in the Sudan. This
language group lives in the area near Kadoogali. The language is spoken by about 10,000 people. The current
write-up is based on linguistic studies by native speakers of the language for the purpose of deciding on a writing
system for the language.

I. Consonants

The following consonants are found in Cwaya.

Bilabial Dental Alveoloar Palatal Velar
Plosives vl. p t t c k
vd b d ¥ g
Nasals m n n i
Fricatives vl f sf X
vd v o]
laterals 1
Vibrants Ty
semi-vowels - w y

There appeats to be length on alveolar plosives and nasals,
Distribution

The following data show where each of the consonants can occur in Cwaya.

Beginning . Middle " End
p peda 'white' apd '‘take! = memen
b budr 'punish’ dbadabod  ‘ung =0 ...
nabba 'wings'
f fela ‘pretty’ lofora lizard" oo
\4 vidi 'cut hair' dvil 'shadow’ —-eco-.
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Jila

nin
yagu
1in

kinnda

‘sister
'mole’
‘wife'

'Intestines’

'small goat'

‘come out'

'squeeze’

'eight’

‘bone’
‘hands'
'head’
Tribe name

'be quick’
'follow'

‘cold'
'dogs'
'hairs’
'(hD£¥

'crested
crane'

dima
gguwl
xo0ala

16tar
morta

lututam

xdda
lodum

udanasa
nassa

ddmani
lomldka
ydru
yagu

parcid
Xaceda

lajora

1épa
sabdya
donpola

sukkal

'scorpion’
'that'
‘nose’

'babboon'
‘horse'

immature
sorghum'

'‘near

star

‘'smell'
‘bladder’

leg!
'hippo’
'skins'
thairs'

'sesame’
'follow'

'hockey
stick’

Iém

“dw

don

lal

rar

'fish'

‘how?'

tooth

'house’
'flies'

'ropes’

[T

'illness'

]

'seeds’

e e g,
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stomach maxo sew
It was found thy,

and fwol 'sack Or : § Only occurs before 'w' and is only found in two words in the language: Jwaya 'tribal name',
letter for this So‘lnd Askey which is an Arabic loan word. Therefore, it does not seem advisable to have separate
written as 'x". 0 ' il work for it. The intervocalic ' js voiced, but there is no contrast so it will be

II. Vowels

The following vo\,ve Sar
€ found in Cwaya.

i u
1 U
e 2 O
£ 2
a
Distribution:

The following dag, S

° Where each of the vowels can occur in Cwaya.
Begin“lin
i 151y g Middle End
'mouth’ pin 'dog’ vidi ‘cut hair'
w1
nin 'dog's dix1 thorn
¢ edd,
'coconut fela 'pretty’ le ‘eye’
tree’
£ £ra
leopard’ lofer 'tail' . e 'bone'
2
_ mavarslo  'sweep' mavarale  ‘'sweep’
a avi]
'shadow" Xadala 'nose' fela 'pretty’
u umb,,
Tyre' tudi ‘come out'  ydry 'skins’
U Umb(,r
‘door’ lubuy Take' lubu lake’
0 otel
'piece of I6m fish' maxo 'sew’
Stone'



bowl' don T —

to cry'

II1 Contrast

A. Minimal pairs between consonants are shown below. B=Beginning of the word, V=between vowels, C=next to
a consonant, E=End of the word. Only high tone is marked; the default is low tone.

b-p B beda 'dip' peda "white'
\ abd ' ‘beard' apd ‘take’
C
E

p-f B pada 'handful’ fela 'pretty’
A% lapulia 'dot’ lofora 'lizard'
C lampel 'toothless'
E

b-v B Xobéla 'shell xovéla 'chase noisily'

groundnuts'

v paben 'kind of fruit' pavin 'blood'
C
E

i-d B
A% oda 'snake’ ota 'pick up'
C
E

d-d B
Vv xdda 'stone’ xdda 'near’

- C - luBar babboon Xadon 'house’

E

tt B
v xatih 'have' xatih ‘get out'
C
E

t-d B
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ma <™ MmO <™ ma<w Mo«
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xafala

duwa
x4da

gwi
manga
s5é
Xos05a
xarsd
cd

xoceda

te

Xxarta

kédla
kuwa
alkraw

grnnd

fela

nafer
xafeland

'disapear’

‘eight’
'stone’

'summer’
'brother'
1) alll

‘strainer'

wihe

‘abuse’

Tollow'

'iron stick'
‘cry to'

'deep in'

‘name of person’

'on the earth’

‘three'

pretty

'tails'
‘happy’

xadala

ouwd
x380a

Xwi
maxa

0¢é
xadoda
xorda

¥4

xoJoda

se
Xarsa

xdla
xowa

kinnf

vada
ndvel
xovéldnd

'move'

‘root’

'vellow'
'sew' [maya]

'to stab'
'losing'
lbuyl

'to call a goat when it

runs away'
lthj nl

lalll
‘said to'

'place’
'hot’

'type of tree'

'stop raining'
'kind of fruit'
‘water tree'



B. Minimal pairs between vowels are shown below. B=Beginning of the word, M=middle of the word, E=End of

mOo<® Mo <™ ma < w mao<w oo

mOo<aw

la
xela
abalaxur

rowa
era
Xombra
rar

re
yaru

Xoret
rar

asi

her
alapa

nolay

'be in area’
‘comming'
*kind of bird'

'fences'
leopard’
'head cushion'
'ropes’

‘hands'
'skins'
‘cloth’
'ropes’

'girl's name'

'girls'
'we eat'

'seeds’

the word. Only high tone is marked; the default is low tone.

e-E

I-¢

B
M
E

oz w

zw

. lela

le
ra

xabrr

XIrI

'they are coming'

1 !

eye

'long grass'

'monthly cycle'

'to suckle'

6

a
Xe(a
abroxol

luwa

~ela

xomla
lal

13
yaru
xorer

dca

per
aloga

élin

' 1€la
le

Era

xabge

xera

'head'
'suckle'
'groundnut shell'

'meeting’

‘come’

'tortoise'

'flieg'

'head'

!hairsl

'kind of grasshopper'

'to ignore him'

1 girll
'you sing'

'words'

'village'
'bone’'

leopard'

!dropl

'small thorn'



B

M Xira 'hanging' xerd 'break’

E xari 'injure' Xore 'september’
i-1 B _

M pin 'dog’ nin 'dogs’

E XIfI 'gazelle’ Xif1 'to suckle'
a-9 B

M xaraj 'kitchen' Xorin ‘stomach’

E Xdma 'porridge’ Xoma local doctor'
u-o B udalla 'name of person’  oddlld 'kind of insect'

M urud 'monster’ - orod 'kind of rat'

E xo0abu 'type of tree’ Xodobo 'name of place'
u-u B

M Xuma 'thick' Xumma 'to catch'

dura 'stick’ ddra 'back’

E
0-U B oma 'care' uma il

M sokal 'bird trap' sukol 'pumpkin'

E lubo 'mirrot’ lobu 'well
0-0 B ord 'bird trap' ord 'to win'

M

E

IV. Tone (g4 mare }nmhﬂaﬁm

There is evidence that tone is important in this language. There are two level tones and a falling tone. Below are
listed words with lexical tone, and it should be noted that reading is considered very difficult when the tones are
unmarked. In addition, direction is indicated by tone such that low-high indicates direction away from the speaker
while low-low is direction towards the speaker. There are also instances of grammatical tone.

24 proiowns -
Away (L-H) Toward (L-L)
apd 'take’ apa 'bring'
el4 'go’ gla 'come’'



'herd cattle away’ léna 'herd cattle to'

e
" lowtone -  mid tone @ high tone 4 There are mass Eobm'fll/) ff fon
lama 'chin' lama 'pOt' om tmt" [\ ﬂt vl /’YVW\ W -

V. Syllable structure

Ihe following syllable types are present in Shwaya language.

vV le (Isi) ‘eye’

Ve I6m 'fish'

/C aw 'how?'

VCV fela 'pretty’

VC.CVC lin.df'1 'small melon’

: man.ga 'sister’

: nob.ba 'wings'

.CV d.1e ‘ery’

Cv gwr 'summer’
lo.gru 'chest’
nguwr 'there'

tervocalic consonants may be either single or double.

1 'become bad' olld 'trachea’

na 'pot’ lomma 'chin'

ma porridge xdmmg '1* born girl"
. Orthography

2 result of our study, we have shown that these

consonants and vowels need
his section, we will give the symbols that the co

to be included in our orthography.
mmunity has approved.

\ symbol Proposed Orthography
p p apa 'take it'
b b sabra 'dura’
f f lahfer 'tail’
v v avil 'shadow’
m m lahmms 'chin'
w w zowar 'heart'



OEF~S o B X w%{;‘%ah-n I T = BT vl WPy

oh
u

uh

CEOCO - mood*Xa FESIYY woA m —H @ A0 o O

Tone will be written. Low tone will be unmarked since it is the commonly occuring tone. High tone will be marked
with an acute (4). Length in both consonants and vowels will be indicated by

and caan 'follow".

zo'ra
orta
Xa'ta
xahdam
xa'da
suhkéhl
lihnn'dil
ela-
ngahreiht
xahr'ra
lacél

ziju
lanyé
yazu
ngah'rany
mangga
kinn'da
ginna
xo'tam
ela
lahma
lénya
ehra

jila
ngahrciht
z0'ra
ohla
yaru
suhkahl

also  falling  bre  with A

‘back'

‘bowl'

*kind of insect'
'book’

'stone’
'pumpkin’
‘'small melon'

go'
'sesame’
‘beginning'
'camel] whip'
'intestines’
'herd away'
'breast’
‘llness'
'sister'
'crested crane'
'three'
'neck’
‘come’

!potl

legg!
Teopard'
'cold'
'sesame’
'back’

Icry|

'skins’
‘pumpkin’

doubling the letter as in ginn4 'three’



