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Grammar write up 24/2 1982

The Noun Phrase

[ Y

The NP can consist of a noun as head of the NP with possible attri-
butives, or of & pronoun. - There is concord within the NP in that
all (?) attributives take the same prefix as the Head “oun (prefie

here symbolised C-~), and also concord between BPs and NFca gt 7
J 5&44‘{-{—-}4
Nouns
Nouns have a singular and a plural ferm, both of which take a preflx."’
Accordirg to the prefiges, nouns can then be divicec into classes. fu 0
There is some semantic correlation between most of the nouns withan
anehnoun class. This numbering follows mostly Dr. Stevensons:
.ok -
Nour class 1: baleeda -~ chief {5-1
2: ale:da -chiefs {ﬂ 4
3: bi:ra - tree f
4: gira - trees 3
5: dage - toe =
6: mage - toes
7: ga - body
B: wa -~ bodies
9: dabd - valley .
10: rabd - valleys : .
11: waibi - ip. Df meat W= :
12: gabi - meat ;
¢ 13: galabi - bird f
14: nglabi ~ birds
15: lam:e - bone }
16+ Ham:e - bones |
17: liggi -sun, day y
18: miggi - days |
19: dim:i -breast T ;
20: gim:1i - breasts T
21: ndggare - nightg L \\\
22: maégg&re - nights o S mi
23: sagataj-basket, tarabeese,-table, librik-jar s— t— l:)
24: magataj marabeese mibrik

In addition %to nouns that have no plurals and therefore perhaps
may be gr0Jped together, there afte a number of exceptions:

Bagar-rijasr - man, ba:ri - 'ja riywoman, wa -eregu-caw, gu:rsu-
u:r:u - ostrich, mwi {muwi?)-gim:i- goat, wi-wuwi-wind, mwu: tu -
Wu:tu - horse, Ye:re -we:re - wood, gake:r:uy rakeir:u,-dog,

Laba:r ~ ha::r ~river.

Drthograﬁy for the prupose of this write up:
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FrezsB8iSxznEik2thind, Ci = this, Eiti = that.

démma ndi - this house, 1.40 burpaba:r biti -~that man, 1.40
Possessives

Ci=my, Ca=your, Cu= his/her, Cari= our (dual) E&:r& E£our excl.
Cérd te = our incl. C& = your pl. Ce= their.

rRgume gi - my child 1.14, mwi ma - your goat 1.12

Genitive

—— - ———

Genitive is expressed by the possessed object followed by C&, in
concord with the poss. obj, follwed by the pesssssor.

@EE*GB bubpaba:r - the man's rice, 1.38,

mwu:tu m& bale:da - the chiéef's horse, 1.36

This &lso covers a criptive form, madi:na m& landa - the city
of London, 2.52, Ciﬁﬁ%ﬁ@ﬁ rus, a rottol of rice, 2.52,@@?;?@% Ju
- drinking water, 2.51

- R s sy . ———

Adjectives can be preceded by the clitic {?) a-, which would appear
to be a feature of a higher level, indicating that the following
information is news. For a plural noun, the adjective is often
reduplicated: eregu j&ajda - big cows, 2.26 . Also pess. Ré&ma raje -
new houses. Adjectives can be aplified by mlimli - "very", which
does not take any prefiz. If NPs”ﬁé7not a commen noun { but a
pronoun, proper name, or altogether absent (7))}, adjectives take
_______ prefix b- for singular and d- for plural subject.

Adjectives with the prefix j=- can also function as adverbs.

Numbers

—— it . ————

Numbers 3%553633%36 as on one hand, ten, whole man and several men.
Numbers 1- Stake NP prefixes, and have a separete form when in

isolation(or following other numeral} .

Isolation: Imm.follow.noun:

1. dirii Cirri 6.wigir:i da éir:i

2. bela Cela 7T.wiggr:i da pela

J. betak Cotak 8.wigir:i da betak

4. bla:ndé Caéblainds 9.wigir:i da bjla:ndéa

3. wingir:i Céawigir:i- 10.nuan:u

From 10 onwards, there are no prefixes:

11, nuan:u da dir:i 40. naga nadr joela

19. nuan:u wigfr:i da bla:nd& 60. naga ndr jela nuan:u
20. bu:r te 100. naga né&r wigir:i

26. bu:r $@ wigir:i da dir:i 110. naga ndr wigdir:i nuan:u
30. bu:r te nuan:u 200. naga ndr nuan:u

Naga n3r te - lots and lats,all.

Ordinals,

Cardinals are changed into ordinals by inserting the word
Caderd before the number, e.g. Bim:i getak - three goats,
mwi maderd metak - the third gost, 2.26.
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The fodwowing attributives hase nog yet been classified:

anDtHer, others: dalu dalu éaia - another book, 2.10

few: rdima ja:fa - few houses may take a-
many: R&:ma ru:m - many houses
which? d&:ma dia - which house?,
how much/many: Gurus j&dind 5 how much money?. However, when
appearing in an NPo, it is followed by a further (&: eregu
jaddin& jéregd - how many coes do you have] 2.25

Word order would seem to be:

dem . numerals
? * 1" tr -3y
? Noun, Poss, hich?’adj' very", gen., quantities

haw many?

The Q.mark refers to phrases like aderagind dé:ma oe nadd - a house
built of stone, which hayen't been amalysed yet.

Noun Phrase Attributives take prefiges according to the following
chart: .

7

t
3} . dem.that Adjectives b falott Hoge
9kthis}=!ﬁ2;?h?:5 +nther?/anoth. &
Noun %ossessr-urdin.w. existing
prefix genitiv: How many + a [+ a Ar., "fiiy
bu:r b- mb- bh- ap- b~ dmbe
da:bé d- nd- d- at- d- &nde
gi:ra g- gg- g- ak- g- agge
ma:ga m— ms—~ m- am - m— E &m:e
nalabi ne- n:- n- an- n- an:e
galabi g- g:- g- ag- ge agte
daga 8- CRES C - ae- d- ! &d:e |
ra;bé r- ri=- r- ar- | - | &r:e !
+laggare !
liggi 1~ Rg- 1- at 1 drge
namme n- - i 5- ap-~ o= gp:e
wa:bi W= W= ! W= aw- . dw:e
Brx ] dt- J=pai= b ods ] ajre
sagataj loan—
gurIus words Ji- - aj- J= ajie
lepun
_— . o - |
Pronouns

e e e

Personal pronouns are : &gi,-1 sg, &gu,-2 sg, &ga -3sg (male and

female) &gari -Tduel, &gérd - 1 pl eecl., édgé&rd $e - 1 pl incl.,
dgége - 2 pl, &ge -~ 3 pl,

When the NFs is & pronoun, it appears to be obligatory only if
followed by a NPc, or if the VP contains no subject marker.C?)
$.gé agi burpabair - I'm a man, but (&gi) baleda ke - I'm a chief,
Pers. pron in NPo are not always used when the objects identity
is obvious. Ohject pron. seem very complex ancd have not been
satisfactorisy anlysed yet. .

Demonstastive pxonowns ark _mi-“this,N?9 aﬁdémef}\ﬁ that.
Possessive pronouns: &s pess. pran. are used the attributive ones:
galu dalu d&:bi? - di! - whose book? mine! 317

who? ~ A:bi , sg, A:bige - pl.

whek . 2/10 1.9,2.5¢




The Verb Phrasg {
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A verb is head of the Verb Phrase. 1t may be preceded by the
prefix a-~, which seems to denote'"news", probably a feature of

a higher level. Cp. adjectives.

2 verbs may occur together:
aka gaddte ragd -~ 3.3. he finishes eating.

6 farms of verbs can be distioguished: Infimitive (I. also functions
88 & noun, e.g. gi:r nd ju - drinking water), present tense, past
tense, future, imperative, exha:tative,ﬁand ?continuous?.

Verbs can be divided into two main types:

1. thowe whose infinitive end in a consenant + e, ("C-stems)(not mono-
2. others {("V-stems) syllables)

For Type 1 the Verb Stem is the infinitive +e, whereas for type 2
the verb stem is the whole infinitive (imp. -27)

e.9. Type 1: gadétfe, 3.3, Type 2: gerd/ - to buy

Pastziz

Present Tense

e e . ——— i ——

The following morphemes occur before the verb stem, but after the
optional prefix a- :

1 sg 2sg 3s 1dual "tpl incl 1plexcl 2pl Jpl
ki ka ké kati katé kegi kagad ket

# (a)lki and the verb stem may be separated by the NPs if this is
a noun. If so, k& and ke (3 sg and pl.)become ka:
aka gadd 88 g&%i - this stew will be good, 3,24

The present tense is often used in a future sense, probably then
with an obligatory Temporal Phrase: aki n& garadd:bi d&:ma) -~ 1 will
see the house tomorrow, 1.41.

Past tense

T — —— " o -

Past tense takes the optional prefix a-, and the following obligatory
suffixes:

1 sg 2 sg 3 sg Tdual 1pl incl 1pl excl 2 pl1 3 p1
Type 1: =i -y -8 -Bti -gté -egi ~eggd -e
Type 2: -ri ~ru -ra -$i -t4 -pi -pa -ne

e vy —arn

The following morphemes oceur before the verb stem, but after the
optional prefix -a:

1 sg 2 sg 3 sg 1 dual ! plexc 1pl ine 2 pl 3 pl
kindi kapda kdpdd kapdati kapgatd kapdegi kandagd kepge

This seems to have the meaning "afterwards": aki rakd kipgdi
law dabd « I wash, and then I go out., 3.20

Imperative

For imperative is used the infinitive, although many verbs of
Type 2 take -2 as their final vowel. Plural is expressed by the
suffix -nd, e.g. dandegd - lie down, all of you! 2.23. "Do not"
is ma + imperative, deo not pl. magd + imperative, €.9. magd
blekd:te - do npt run, all of you!
Let me go: badnitidi ki Jlaw 2.57

Let us 2 go: bdnitegidi kagd law 2.87
let him go: b&nitebedi ka law 2.57
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Exhortative
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is expressed by the suffix -t& for 1 dual and pl:
ragatd - let's eat . 3.1%
(apgi let's go, 2.1 ?7)

?"Continugus"?

mbe, ‘mba, mb&, pEépa,pé for sg and nde, nda, nda, te, ta t4 for
plural seem to armiker set of prefixes which may denote some kind
of kontinuous sease,

—— s v e T i e o ——

Why can be expressed by da or id p(i)(dep. on Subj.person) ma,
followed by VP which is without the prefix a-, :
€.g. J& #i ma ki te - why do I cook? 3.50

da te:ru - why did you cook? 3.52

With negated verbs, however, the following prefizes cccur before
the infinibive. Note that past tesse has no suffixes. ' '

1 sg 2 sg 3 sg 1 dual 1 pl incl. 1 pl escl 2 pl 3 pl

deme dema dem& demati demap&d deme -pastt.

1i la 14 lati lagd le = r\.rut

e.g. J& pu ma la Rp:& - why don't you come, 3.49
ta dema te ~ why didn't you cook,

Special cases.

—— e ——

Cerdain verbs appear to need s following word/clitic:

bedi:te d4/da - to hear, listen

kindrate ma - to want( when folaowed by(ﬁEngggp) }>

ari ma - to say ‘ S

gar:aga: pi ma -my name is...

some verbs take j& in present tense:

aki mijd - I sing

ZTo_have”

Present tense:

1 sg 2 sg 3 sg 1 dual ipl{i+E) 2 pl 3 p1

mi U Ra neti petd Regéa ne

An alternativ to this present tnese , with & slightly different
meaning, possibly used dnstead of "api", is "Ugi be:ne {be:ne for

all p sg, de:ne for all p. pl.) However, M ugi be:ne seems to hbe
used only for possessions.

Future tense:
1 sg: akipgi pa - I shall have, with pa being constant for all
persons/numbers,and = prefixes as for other verhs in future ttense.

Past tense:
Ra a:ri, wxth - I had, with ga being censtant for all persons/numbers
and a:ri as in past tense of "to go", see below.

The verb gpi/pa is used in a number of senses:

pPossession: sagataj pi ~ I own a basket

"states": JwichNi -« I am hungry, 1lia: Bi g&$i -1 am happy,
gaje & - he is il].

emotion: a Wi glak:ike - I like, love, want

Name : Gar:aga:4i ma ...- My name is .,
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age: rabe bu:rte pi - I am twenty years old
timespan: miti win& pi wawiggr:i - I came five manths agao
price; galam agi md gurus ju:m (?) - this pen is ecpensive

The verbs for ga need much clarification vet, but
-

are:d and law &£ present tense

a:ri (stem:a~)= past tense

imp. sg. aw and ma pa, pl. a:gé

a:ri mre pravides a past tense marker for *to have® and “to be *
(see below), and is also used in a:ri n&made, I slept/went
to sleep. ’

e e ——
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According to their fexmxin way of changingk?rom one tense to
another, plus presende/sbsenfe of stative verb, stative
clauses can be didided into 4 types. It would seem that ga
is an underlying form in all types.
Present tense

Tvpe 1. 1 sg 2 sg 3 sg 2dual 1 pL 2 pl 3 p1l
*NPs +ga ge ga gt gati gatd gagd ge+t

+3 g and 3 pl become ga when followed by NPs, NPc or LP
of its ewn clause. -

The verb is used obligatorily in the present tense when the
stative clause denotes profession, location, time (+ ndmade),
and in other stative clauses,when NPs is absent

€.9. gre ga galam - where is the pen? 3,11

aleida ge - they are chiefs 1.26
md& ga etama - when is the meeting 2.16
bu:m g - he is big

Type 2. When the stative clause consists of a NPs and a NPc,
there is not normally a VP. If NPs is a common noun, this type
of clauses are therefore indistinguishable fram single NP,
déd:ma ata:ra - small haouse, the house is small, 1.41,

&dgi bije - I'm unwell, 3.32. g
Eane(ga)jite - those are mothers
ge gede (ge) ~ they are fathers

Tyvpe 3 For"presentation", "ig is", "this ig", gai is used.
gai remains the same with 8§. and pl., pos and neg. There is no
€.9. §i:r Baj - this is water, 1.10 " past og future . t.

d8gi gai - this is me, 3.38

de galam gai i - this js not a pen, 1.14
rakeru gai, - these are (it is) dogs 3.37
ngwi gé&ti (gai) -~ this is good milk, 3,21

Type 4

There is (available?),Arabic "fii", is expressed with the

noun fodlowed by ACCe/ &C:e: K gwi &g:e, there is milk, 3.33,
da:b& dnde, there is a valley, 3.33. As &CCe/SC:e takes ( asg
Noun Phrase attributives, one would em reckon it to be part of
the NPs. &CCe/&C:e is absent in other tenses, when a verb is
present. :




Past tense

Types 1,2, and 4 express past tense with (alga a:ri.
Tyype 1: d&:ma ga a:ri - I was at home 3.23
etama g etama ga a:pd(aki)- the meeting was (yesterday) 3.37
Baleda ga a:p8 -~ he was a chief, 3.37
aga 8:p8 bu:m ~ he was big, 3,23
Type 2: Hi:r aga a:p& gd:ri:ri - the water was clean, 3.16
Type 4: aga apd bBwi - there was milk, 3.33

Future tense: -
Types 1,2, and 4 express future with{a)ki (also (alkipdi?):
Type 2: a ki ga d&ima - I will be at home, 3.24
etama akd ga garaed:bi - the meeting will be tomaorrow,
akd ga baleida - he will be a chief
akd ba baiti - he will be well, 23.24
Type 2: aka gadd ga g&:ti - the stew will be good, 3.24
Type 4: aka gwi ga - there will be milk, 3.38




