Moro Noun Classes
Elizabeth Guest 8/5/97
This document outlines the Moro noun classes. The data was provided by Angelo, Israel, Ibrahim and a few others.

The noun classes are identified by their singular and plural prefixes and by their concords and are summarised in
the following chart (*¢’ indicates zero prefix):

Singular prefix | singular concord | plural prefix | plural concord semantic identification
o/w- g- 1- 1- people
1- 1- ii- - animals and body parts?
d- d- w- g- trees
0 g- n- n- common things
1-/t-/tr- 1-/Igr-/tr- - - long things, hollow & deep things, round
things
d- d- r- r- long things?
d- d- ¢ g- ?2?
d- d- y- y- large and harmful things
n- - fi- fi- domestic and small animals
n- - — — liquids and abstract nouns
d- d- — — abstract nouns (emotions)
r- y- cow, goat, other irregular nouns
y- y- foreign words
Morphophonemics

There is some variation in how the plurals of some classes are made. These mostly concern vowel changes. In the
above table, when the singular prefix is ‘@’, the noun starts with a vowel and the plural is made by adding a
consonant prefix and sometimes changing the vowel: ‘i’ almost always changes to ‘a’, ‘¢’, ‘0’ and ‘v’ sometimes
change to ‘2’, but ‘a’ and ‘¢’ generally do not change. Note that in the class which has a singular prefix, but zero
plural prefix (class €/¢), these changes occur when the singular prefix is added. I have not managed to extract any

rules for these changes from my data.

Other changes are easier to explain with rules:

e If the noun starts with ‘e’,’i’,’0’ or “u’ followed by ‘d’ these two letters are replaced by ‘nd’ in the plural.

e [f'the noun starts with ‘e’,’i’,’0” or ‘u’ followed by ‘nd’, the plural is formed by simply discarding the vowel
However the plural of a noun which starts with ‘e’,’i’,’0” or ‘u’ followed by ‘r’ or ‘¢’ is sometimes formed by
replacing the two initial letters with ‘nd’, and sometimes by adding the appropriate prexix. In the latter case, a

vowel change may or may not occur.

[ B4

In the classes with nouns starting with ‘¢’, ‘cr’, or ‘Igr’, the plural form is made by inserting a vowel after the plural
prefix. This is generally ‘o’. In the cases of ‘tr’ and ‘Igr’, the ‘¢’ is dropped in the plural form.

Class distinctions

The noun classes classification above is different to that given by Stevenson [1]. | do not know whether this is
because | have insufficient data, my classification is wrong because | have no knowledge of the culture or whether
the classes have in fact changed. There is certainly some discrepancy in the noun class prefixes, but this may be due
to differences in orthography. In Stevenson’s classification, there are a one class which | have not found. That is a
small class consisting of ‘eye’ and other parts of the body with class prefixes ‘I’ and ‘i’. The other differences are
discussed below.

¢ In the above classification, two noun classes are labeled as containing long thin things. Stevenson labels the 1/y
class as the unit collective class, and the €/r class as consisting of long thin things. I see no evidence for labeling
the I/yy class as the unit collective class.




e The /i class, denoted animals and body parts in the above classification does not feature in Stevenson’s
classification at all. It seems to consist mostly of body parts, small wild animals, insects and birds. However
there are many body parts and animals in other classes and it is not clear what is special about these animals. It
may be that these are animals found in large numbers, thus making it a unit collective class, but I do have not
enough knowledge about these animals to come to a conclusion.

e The common things class is so labeled because it contains many different objects and because Stevenson labels
it as such.

e The trees class contains only trees, but there are many trees in other classes. As I have no knowledge of which
trees these are, I cannot comment on whether this class is disappearing or whether there is a good reason for the
other trees to be in different classes. This class is not within Stevenson’s classification.

e The d/¢p class contains few words and is thus difficult to label. Stevenson puts this class with the large and
harmful things class, but I am reluctant to do this as the plural concord agreement prefix is different. In fact it
may be part of the trees class as it has the same concord agreements and most of the words have something to do
with trees.

e | have found an extra class of abstract nouns (the ‘d’ class), but this may correspond to Stevenson’s infinitive
class. I do not yet have enough knowledge of the language to comment on this.
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Data
People ow 1
adonia ladenia middle-aged woman
ebai lobai slave
ebangen lobangen her husband
eda leda person
emaden lomaden collegue
etenia Iotenia man, father
édomwa lédomwa young boy
ému 1ému arab
ibin lobin his/her brother or sister in law
idia lodia son
maji liji man
ome lome fish
omwararn lomwaran Moro people
opo lapo old_woman
oroba loraba his/her bother or sister
uduraba loduraba uncle
umaortin lomortin other wife
ummia lummia boy
unwa lonwa father or mother in law
utora Itora pig
utéria lotéria old man
warngalo langelalo animal
wange lange thing

waro laro hen



Animals and Body Parts | i

lagworu fagworu hornbill

lakim fakim hospital

lamba flamba lamp

lamorad flamorod snake, kind of, allowed to live in
houses

langorre fangorre piapae, black (crow family)

larababa flarobaba shoe, old, made of leather

latatga flatara gland in the neck

lagonwata fagenwata goard

law faw mosquito

ldingua fislingua frog

ldu fislu frog

letendaw fiecendaw bird, kind of

lodoman fiodoman kidney

lofaran naforan bird, kind of

logarata flogorata spur

lagopa flagopa bird, type of

logurguri flogurguri swift, swallow

lolélodi nolélodi mosquito larva

lom flom bear

lombolelan flombalelon beetle (buzzing)

lomwa flomwa hedgehog

lomwa flomwa flea

lopondary fispondoan bush baby

lopwadia flopwadia udder

lorni florni ant, red or large black

lotufarail fiatuforail bird, kind of

1€barali néborali fish, small, type of

1€mi némi beard

1€ri féri leg

1€gia néia leg, lower

lifijugijuci difijutijuci cougal

lobar flobar partridge

lobata fiobora hoof

loman floman day

loman fioman finger, toe

lomba fiomba snake, kind of

lomborofia fiomboroaiia thorn

lopa flopa bird, type of

lota fiora egret

lotain flogain fly

lote fiore ankle

lotel fiogel hawk, small

logsl fogal eagle

loganata floranata bowl, small

lota fiota seagull

lotor fator hernia of belly button

Igrondia fiorndia bead

Itom fitom barren woman

Itupgu fiatungu owl

lubalobalia flubaloboalia ear lobe

lubalifia fubolifia ear lobe

lubupwa flubupwa duck

luguldu fluguldu dove, large

lumbolua fiumbolua bow! for food

lumoara flumora basket

lunguldi flunguldi parrakeet

lwadina fiwadina gall bladder

lware fiware tabilti, seed of a kind of tree

Iwaria fiwaria duodenum

lwatawte fiwatawte gland in neck



Iwatore
rra
rradia
rragoga
rre
trolde
rruma
rruwa
rrwa
[rwaga
rrwania
rwarta

Trees d
dobwada
domborwa
doronal
dobowarra
dobowarrona
doldaiyoria
doldwara
dolwaldaifiiri
dona

dora

doratal
dorwandal
dowarra

Common Things

aba
aboreda
aboara
adam
adolwa
alona

am

amcu

ame
amoaca

ara
arabapwada
arcongol
arra

atia
atondora
ebalaifia
ebamba
ebamboaiiia
ebarton
ebaten
eboda
eboalda
ebia
edopara
elaldabwa
elop
embore

emorta
erel
erenia
era

fiwatare
fiora
fiorodia
fioragoga
fiare
fierlde
fiaruma
fioruwa
fiarwa
fisrwaga
fiarwania
fiorwara

wobwada
wombarwa
waranal
wobowarra
wobowarrana
woldaiyoria
woldwara
wolwaldaifiri
wona

wora

woratal
worwandal
wowarra

n

naba
naboreda
nabora
nadam
nadolwa
nalona
nam
namcu
name
namoca
nara
narabapwada
narcongol
narra

natia
natondora
nobalaifia
nobamba
nobamboiiia
nabarton
nobaten
noboda
nobalda
nabia
ndaporta
nolaldabwa
nalayg
nomboare

nomaorta
ndrel
ndrenia
neta

heel
armadillo

tail spur of human
animal, type of like cat
forearm, top half of; steppe

needle, big
ram
testes

monkey, kind of small monkey

lymph nodes
fruit, type of
lymph nodes

tree, type of
tree, type of
tree, type of
tree, type of
tree, type of
tree, type of
tree, type of
tree, type of
tree, type of
tree, type of
tree, type of
tree, type of
tree, type of

pit

paper
feather
book

nose

nut (for bolt)

crack in the ground

loan

crack in the ground

bare rock
stomach
lung

piece

pig's house
small pot
hoof

razor

drum

skull

tree, type of

receeding hair line

tree, type of
cat

woven door
finger nail
tree, type of
king

cloth, made of palm leaves, for
carrying pots on head

horse

face, side of
garment
house



erada narada inner upper part of mouth

ere note coconut tree
etam notam neck

émodia némodia feast

énoiiia nénoflia ear

érrua nérrua bag

érua nérua leather
éronétia négonétia arm_pit

éri néri shield

éria néria mental person
gtoria nétoria gum (in mouth)
gori ndori trough

gi ni farm

idobin ndobin shoe

imadul nomaeul bark (of tree)
imoni nomoani tree, type of
imon namar bell

indi nandi drum

indria ndria knee

inwagua nowatrua back of knee
iran ndrag name

irtia ndrtia knife

itoli ntoli year

itolia ntolia season, age
loba ngoba water_snail
oca naca small gourd for milk
ode nde deer, kind of
odolon ndolon fox

odortala ndotala tortoise

oeiya noeiya tree, type of
olwa nolwa gourd for milk
omara nomagwa snail

ombotia nambotia shoulder
omocad namocaé after birth
omma nomma rat trap
ondwa nondwa piece of leather
orcal norcal poisonous tree
orapwa ndropwa porch

orana notana arm (upper)
orobel ndobel monkey
oroiiia notofiia plough
oropara nagopara peanut shell
otelia ntelia spider
otombo natombo ostrich

ubwa nubwa moon
ubwatia nubwatia shoulder
udopi ndopi tree, kind of
ufud nufud umbilical cord
uli nuli tree, type of
umocada numoacada placenta
umodoni numadaoni store

umotga numotga ant

umia namia shellfish
undoar nundoar waist

urdia ndrdia deer, type of
uradia ndradia deer, kind of
urida ndrida chain

urofia ndofia bird

ugi nuri tree

usil nusil shade

usila nusila spirit

uta nuta wall



utua
wara
warra
wea
wétia

nutua
nowara
nowarra
nwea
nowétia

Long Things, Hollow Things, Deep Things, Round Things

lambala
lagia
lefia
lobartonia
lobatia
loboda
loboaria
lobate
lobatea
labia
lobuna
lodwaiya
lodoraba
lodwa
lofra
lomagon

lomatar
lombi
lombwalua
lomir
lomwa
lomwandia
londria
longerangera
longoria
loper
lopu
latolia
latu
lotwa
lotomia
lotoma
1érua
lodia
logar
lotoda
Itua
lufrifiia
lumora
lurmia
Iwandra
e

ria
crabota
rreda
trel
rrom

cri

rria
(rtwa
rrwa

Long Thin Things

dad

pambala
pagia
pefa
nobartopia
nobatia
noboda
pobaria
nobote
nobarea
pobia
pobuna
podwaiya
nodoraba
nodwa
pofra
yomagon

nomatar
pombi
nombwalua
pomir
pomwa
pomwandia
gondria
ngerangera
nengaria
noper
nopu
potolia
naotu
naotwa
notomia
notoma
nérua
podia
nogor
notoda
nutua
pufrifiia
pumara
purmia
pwandra
nore
nortia
porabora
noworeda
porel
pgorom
pori

poria
nortwa
porwa

r

rad

wall

tree, type of
cattle camp
waist
shoulder

I/t 1
shelter
hat
€99
fruit, kind of found in forrest
ground
fig
stick, long and thin
ring
flower
stair
gourd
fruit, kind of found in forrest
flower
plank of wood
big stick

horn, long and hollow, made of

gourd

roof post, kind of

skirt, made of bark cloth
gourd dish

bead, kind of

jar

large pot

thigh

flower

gourd dish, big

tail

well

cheek

shelter

whip made of palm leaves
ant hill

hollow behind the ear
back

bone

thought

ice

whip

eyebrow

basket

chest

rock, stone

duleib fruit

water pot

seed of a certain tropica fruit
seasame

molar tooth

herd of cattle

vegetable like cucumber
tree, kind of

bamboo

cow dung

road, way



dama
dambwa
damola
dappa
datai
derom
dobori
dobwaico
doca
dofia
dogwanda
dol
dolaicia
doma
domanon
domoral
domronia
dong
dornpola
dofiua
dopia
dorofia
doru
dorwaa
dorwanda
déria

di

dia
dmwaica
dobonia
dom
dopgoma
dopa
dota
dowa

du
duboru
duma
dwala
dwe

b P
dobore
dopeini
dopondaori
dopondri
dora
doraifijala
dorldia
doroatia
dosia

Large and Harmful Things

dabolata
dabortula
dageria
dagoracia
dama
damala
danala
dangurri
dar

rama
rambwa
ramola
rappa
ratai
refom
rabari
robwaico
raca
rofia
rogwanda
ral
rolaicia
roma
romanar
romaral
romgania
ron
ronola
rofiua
ropia
rogofia
roldua
rorwaa
rorwanda
réria

ri

ria
rmwaica
robania
rom
rongoma
ropa
rota
rowa

ru
rubatu
ruma
rwala
rwe

ebore
ipeini
upandori
upandri
era
eraifijala
urldia
iratia
isia

d y

yabolata
yabortula
yageria
yagoracia
yama
yamala
yanala
yangurri
yar

locust

lip

thatching tool
friend

leaf

jaw

rat trap made of stone
groin

filter for making wine
tree, type of
bridge of nose
grave, horn
spoon

marriage

foot

scar

store for seasame
hand

tongue

forrest, desert
crown of head
tree, kind of
ardeb fruit
shoulder blade
bridge of nose
wound

thorn

woman's private parts
adult

shoulder

stream, little
nostril

star

root of duleib tree

heart

rat trap made of stone
yam

nail

woman's private parts

split_bamboo, bow, arrow

tin, small; iron

timber, sawn; boat

door

vine

wall

root

palm leaf

worn by women between legs (in
the past)

bat (not animal)
locust, kind of
pot, open and big

locust
camel

ewe
chameleon
rope



dareria
dobarlda
dobol
domware
donor
dora
doran
dorna
débia
dépldua
déuria
dober
dol
doma
doperria
doro
dortar
dowarr
du

dul
dwale
dwarenia
dwata
dwato

Domestic and Small Animals
paca

pafleka
paldara
partomada
pataka
patabla
natomero
natomwata
patorombega
patoromboda
pere
podonia
polia
pomboaro
pomona
porlda
pgorem
poroman
norangia
pina

nogon

powa
purwania
nusu

pwada
pwélia

Liquids and Abstract Nouns
paboga

padona

paicia

paiyo

pam

pan

naga

pagrwa

yageria
yebarlda
yabaol
yomware
yagor
yera
yoray
yorna
yébia
yépldua
yéuria
yober
yol
yoma
yoperria
yoro
yotar
yowarr
yu

yul
ywale
ywarenia
ywata
ywato

_ L]
fiaca
fiafleka
fialdara
flartomada
nagaka
fiatabla
fiatomero
natomwata
fatorombega
flatoromboda
fiere
fiadonia
fiolia
fiombaro
fiomona
fiarlda
fiorem
fioromon
flatangia
fiina

fioton
nowa
fiurwania
fiusu
fiwada
fiwélia

pot, open and big
river

bird, type of
0X, neutered
elephant
melon vine
field

skin

lion

lizard, type of
camel

eagle

rat

rat, kind of
sword

spring of water
poisonous snake
spring of water
intestine
giraffe

bird, green
desert rat

cock

lizard

small animal
wild ass
locust, type of
lizard

lizard, small
lock

wild dog, type of
cat

insect, kind of
insect, type of
girl

rabbit

deer, type of
calf

goat, small
deer, type of
squirrel-like animal
animal, small
donkey

dog

squirrel
young girl
pig, small
chicken

billy goat
hyena

strength

deceit

sin

beauty

tree sap, elastic
milk

bottle gum
glory



nata -
pawa -
pela -
pen -
pobaiya -
godal -
podaifa -
nodomwa -
pofon -
poldenia -
polone -
poma -
pomégria -
pommia -
nonia -
poram -
porra -
parraga -
pota -
potaifl -
gorel -
parewen -
porom -
potu -
nosia -
potoda -
notenia -
porwata -
nud -
nurid -
gutu -
pwaifia -
pwal -
gwucia -

Absract nouns (emotions) d
dabona -
dabupotia -
damodata -
damotia -
damia -
dara -
derodia -
detom -
dobera -
dobaria -
dobwa -
dociano -
dodorwata -
dolononia -
domondédonia -
domwa -
domwodonia -
donaica -
donata -
donnata -
doporanano -
dopwaifiadia -
doramorua -
doronataralo -
dorreidia -
dorodonia -

dirtiness
water

oil

talk
slavery
stuborness
fear
younghood
blood
womanhood
authority
power
work
boyhood
dancing
darkness
childhood
salt

urine

death

deafness, stubborness

lie

theft

sour dough
poison
insistance
manhood
hunger
dew
sleep
wine
saliva
tears
sauce

curse
blessing
witness

life

dignity
crying

asking

truth

wind, a lot of
salvation
love

anger
righteousness
birth
destruction
sickness
story

gift

tasting
obedience
happiness
war
drunkeness
patience
covenant
redemption



dorinodia
dosa
dotagare
doteta
dotoda
doturtia
déutaralo
dirwano
donata
dubwa
dwala
dwana

Cow, Goat and other Irregular Nouns

ayala
déria
dia
detia
orda
nosa
romwa
rldo
rldo
tia

Foreign Words
aiyon

alongorem
alkursi

asanta

bambaor

kanisa

nadara

suk

arte
iria
detia
eda
dosa
imwa
ero
oro
iria

eiyon
elongorem
ilkursi
esonta
ilbambor
ilkanisa
enadara
isuk

killing
eating
humble
following
resurection
waiting
peace
sadness
faith
smoke
wealth
sorrow

sweat

side of body
cow

branch

meat

food

snake, big
goat

goat

cow

mountain

bed

chair

bag

low stool, small
church

glasses

market



