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Moro Verbs

Elizabeth Guest 10/9/97

In this document, we otitline how to obtain the past, present, and future forms of regular verbs from the root.In all cases we
will give the forms with the person class concord ‘g’ because this is the default for Moro speakers. There are simple rules
for obtaining the past and future forms from the root; the present tense form is more complicated. Note that all verb roots
end it a vowel, but may start with either a vowel (but not ‘3" or & consonant. Most verbs end in ‘o’ or ‘u’; there are only 2
few examples of each of the others. As there are only § verbs ending in ‘a’ and there seems to be no pattern to these, we
will consider verbs ending in ‘a’ to be exceptions to the following rules.

Here we consider simple past, present and future tenses. So far we have not investigated how these fit into the tense/aspect
system. The analysis given below is based on 2 list of more than 400 verbs. '

Past tense:
The past tense form of the verb is formed from the root in a straightforward way and there are few exceptions. It is formed

by adding ‘g’ or ‘ga’ to the front of the root, depending on whether the root starts with a vowel of a cofisonant: 3
verb roots starting with a consonant: ga+root 7/ p—y rt - the, ot o,
verb roots starting with a vowel: g +root Lo o itho & W the

Note however, that the prefix for verbs starting with ‘w’ can be either ‘g’ or ‘ga’; and verbs starting with ‘¢i’ or ‘co’, and '
some verbs starting with *j’ have prefix ‘gai’

Examples: ‘
~ verbroot past form
tu gam drink
naico _ganaico give
afole gafsle make sour
erido gerldo walk
ndro gandro sleep
idu gidu work, do
2 { &gori gogori_Aehzr{ read, learn
aro garo cry, ring
" E wado awado build
: Waro gwaro insult
_ngifu _gangitu leave
ugu gugu cut off, burn
éndu géndu “catch (unit)
L orsbato gotsbato go back to.
: R ¥
doact™¥ - ¢ Present tense: :
L " o The formation of the present is the least straightforward because there are alternatives in the ending for verbs ending in ‘o’
. ﬁ“.}%g and “u’. In this tense is, in many cases formed in a similar way to the past tense except that the vowel at the end of the verb
L changes. Verbs starting with a consonant, or with ‘0’, “w’, or ‘w’ form the main part of the present tense in the same way
w1y s the past tense is formed, but verbs starting with ‘e’, *&’, or ‘i’ add ‘gab’ to the beginning of the root. When the verb

starts v_rith ‘a’ either of these possibilities can happen. These changes are given below.

i “% Verbs starting with a consonant, or ‘w’:

. 4Verbs starting with i:

“Verbs starting with e, &, or a:
Verbs starting with w, o, u, or a:
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ga + foot + last vowel changes as above,
_ga+b+ (i = o) + root + last vowel changes as given below.
, ga + b + root + last vowel changes as given below.
el m.[ g + root + last vowel changes as given below,
7 r’ :‘ksf s et ’{ f"“"{é

S } ;{'_'»‘.'f‘i'
e The final vowel of the root changes ;st;‘ollows: do vebss BEOL 2V m%&,ﬂ\, Lokt < L7
4 e > ¢ :
%j i— ia lpﬂ’ﬁf, Vr\aij/z floid & o Aoty ands
~ o — a,is orwa A0 M v 0 "
u —» iaoraorwa Aather I ) Mwm % 7
§ ' There seems to be no obvious reason for these alternatives, but we can say that in our data, ‘o’ changes to ‘a’ and ‘u’
changes to ‘ia’ most of the time. The percentages (for my list of over 400 verbs) are as follows:
root present tense ending
ending | a ia wa . A
o 65% | 32% | 3% Thus MY he cowel ha =
u 3%l A6% 11% : _
LA ]
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. Bxamples:

_ verb root present form
[ gatia drink
naico ganaica give
afole gafolia make sour
erldo gaberlda walk
ndro gandra sleep
Idu gabedia work, do
 Sgori gabégoria read, learn
- éndu gabéndia caich (unit)
_ aro gabara cry, 1ing
. wago gawada build
W waro gwara insult
| pgitu gangitia leave
uru gutia cut off, burn
b —~~1-£ndu ————--gabéndia -~ - —|-catch (Unit)}—
orebato gotabata go back to

In addition to these there is a set of verbs which behaves differently. These are the verbs ending in ‘alo’ or *anc’. These
verbs do not change their final vowel for the present tense and in fact the past and present tenses are identical in their
spelling. However there is a difference in tone. The past tense has high tone on the last vowel of the root before ‘alo’ or

‘ano’, whereas the present tense is pronounced with low tone on this vowel. This does not seem to be a general rule for all
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; /verbs but some other verbs, where the past and presant forms are clearly different do follow a similar pattern. |,
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Examples ‘
“U)g root past present
neranano ganerdnano ganerinano be happy oo
cianano gaicianano gaicidnano be sad S o o
igatiano iratiano gitatiano be stupid _ fadtoe,
egriano getiano getiano be untrustworthy 5
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Future tense:
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This is made using the auxiliary gidi which comes before the future form of the verb. This tense also has vowel changes at

the end of the verb root. These are as follows:

u - i
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a — a
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The main part of the root is formed by adding ‘ane’ or ‘ag’ to the begimling of the roct, depending on whether the root
starts with a vowel or a consonant. When the root starts with ‘x_]’, only the prefix ‘a-’is added:

verbs starting with a consonant (except 1): ans + root + last vowel changes as above
at+root +last vowel changes as above

verbs starting with g:

verbs starting with a vowel.

Note that verbs starting with ‘w’ can follow either rule. Generally if ‘ga’ is added in the past and present forms, * aga is

af} + root + last vowel changes as above

added in the present tense, and likewise for ‘g’ and "ar’, but this is not always the case.
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Examples:
verb root future form

tu anoti drink
naico ansnaice give
afale anafole make sour
erldo anerlde walk
ndro afandre sleep
Idu anidi work, do

| &gori anégori read, learn
are anare _ cry, ring
wado anawade build
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agware insult
| ngitu aniti leave
url anuti cut off, burn
éndu anéndi catch (unit)
orabato anogsbate o back to

On the whole the formation of the future tense is regular. However there are several exceptions. Sometimes the ending
becomes ‘we’ or ‘wi’ and in this case, the present tense form ends with ‘wa’. However there are cases where the ‘wa’ is

the ending in the present tense, but the future is formed in the usual way.

Examples
root present future

doru gadorwa anadorwi stop
ore _gori anorate make red
orre gorra agogrete grow
romoto garsmatwa aneromatwe keep
molu gamsiwa anoms{uiti be cold
moru gamorwa ansmori jump over

Note that the future tense prefix, ans, changes according to concord, but not in the usual way. Concord agreement is as

follows:
normal concord future concord

g ans-

lj' als-

- ans-

1- ars-

y- aiye-

fi- aifio-

n- ane-

d- ado-
Example sentences
Maje gidi apese aicaba. The man will eat food.
Liji lidi alase aicoba. The men will eat food.
Nere pidi agese aicoba, The girl will eat food.
Rido ridi arose naifia. The goat will eat grass.
Yama yidi aiyase rafai. The locusts will eat leaves.
Nomena fiidi aifiosi naifia. The kids will eat grass.
Ndsbel nidi anose yaebada. The monkeys will eat figs,

Péuria didi adase gwana.

The camel will eat sorghum.
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Subject Agreement on Moro Verbs
and Moro Pronouns |

Elizabeth Guest 29/11/97
Moro verbs must agree with their subject. There are two sets of subject pronouns, but explicit pronouns are not
always required. Object pronouns are attached to the verbs and can be found in the middle or at the end of the verb

depending on the tense/aspect. In Moro, only people can be referred to by a third person pronoun. All animals and
things have to be referred to in full.

Subject Pronouns

There are two form of subject pronouns, and so far, we do not know when each should be used.

1* person sing igénofii fii

2% person sing aganana na

3" person sing génangu : M

1** person dual 1éloy loy

1% person plural incl néndr néndr / 1éndr

1°* person plural excl Jagananda nanda / landa

2°¢ person plural fiaganafian fiag

3 person plural lénsgulu nulu

Subject Agreement Prefixes .
The subject agreement prefixes vary depending on the tense/aspect of the verb. In the past and present they are:
1 i-

you (sg) a-

he/shef/it @ (concord agreement)

we (dual) 1a-/ lo-

we (inchy) la-/lo- +.r

we (excl) fia-

you (pl) fia-

they @ (concord agreement)

Note that these prefixes are attached to the prefix ‘ga’. (Maybe we should really analyse these prefixes as iga- ,
aga-, ga-, efc.)

The alternatives for we dual and we inclusive are used interchangeably. There is no other variation in the prefixes
because all verbs start with g (or concord) + vowel in both the past and present tenses. Note that for the 2* person
plural inclusive, there is a suffix in addition to the prefix. This suffix is added to the end of the verb, except when
the verb is compound in which case ‘-ar-" is added after the last consonant in the root. For example for the verb to
lie,‘’kobalo’ (= kebo + alo), the form for we (inclusive) is ‘logaksbaralo’. Note that in compound verbs, the last
vowel of the verb is lost in the join.

When the suffix ‘-’ is added to the end of a verb, there are some morphophonemic changes:
* When the verb ends in ‘0’ or ‘v’ (past), ‘r’ replaces this vowel.
e When the verb ends in ‘e’, ‘a’, or ‘i’, *-’ is added onto the end of the verb.

Examples:

aborto (ride) tu (drink) aijoba (deny) redo (chop)
1 fii igaberto fii igatu igaijeba igaredo
You sg) na agaborta pa agatu agaijoba agaredo
he/she nu gaborto gu gatu - gaijeba garedo
we (dual)  log lagabarto lon lagatu lagaijsba logaredo

we (incl)  néndr lagabarir néndr lagatr lagaijobar " logaredr



we (excl)  nanda fiagaborto nanda fiagatu fiagaijoba fiagaredo
you (pl) fian fiagaborto fiay lage Aaqo bu  fiagaicoba fiagaredo
they gulu labarto gulu latu laijoba laredo

The future tense is made up of the future form of the verb and an auxiliary. The prefixes given above for past and
present are added to the auxiliary, but the verb has a different set of subject agreement prefixes. These are: ’

I fii- or fie-

you (sg) na-

he/she/it ana-

we (dual) ale-

we (incl) alo- + -1

we (excl) fia- :
you (pl) fia-

they alo-

In all cases, if the verb starts with a vowel, the vowel on the prefix is dropped. The suffix ‘-r’ for we (incl) replaces
the last vowel of the verb. When the verb starts with ‘r’ or ¢’ the prefixes for we (dual and incl) become *ar-’ and
if the verb starts with ‘¢’ this becomes ‘t’. We do not yet have enough examples to determine which of the two 1*
person sing prefixes should be applied for any given verb.

Examples:

abarto (ride) tu (drink) aijoba (deny) redo (chop)
I igidi fiabartwe igidi fiiti igidi fiaijobete igidi fierede
You sg) agidi pabartwe agidi pati agidi naijobe agidi narede
he/she gidi apabartwe gidi anati gidi anaijobe gidi anjorede
we (dual)  logidi alabartwe lagidi aloti logidi alaijabe logidi agrede
we (incl} lagidr alabartwr lagidr alotr lagidr alatjabr logidr agredr
we (excl)  fiagidi fiaboriwe fiagidi fiati fiagidi fiaijobe fiagidi fiarede
you (pl) fiagidi fiabartwe fiagidi fiati fiagidi fiaijabe fiagidi fiarede
they lidi alabartwe lidi aloti lidi alaicobe lidi arrede
Compound verbs

The behaviour of compound verbs is slightly different. The subject agreement prefixes remain the same, but any
tense/aspect ending on the verb is replaced by the ‘alo’, ‘tia’ or ‘ano’ ending. However we need to discuss the
placement of ‘-’ for we (incl). In past and present, this suffix becomes the infix ‘-ar-> and it is inserted after the
last consonant in the root. For the future, the infix is “-or-".

Example:

kobalo: kobo + alo
past:  logakebaralo
future: alokoboralo

Object Pronouns
Object pronouns may be inserted at the end or in the middle of a verb. In the past tense, they go at the end; in the
present and future tenses they are inserted after the tense marker part of the verb (that is after * ga-") We do not

have enough data to determin the behaviour of the suffix ‘1" used to differentiate we (incl).

The object pronoun suffixes for the past tense are:

I -fie or -fii
you (sg) -ana-
he/she/it -ma

we (dual) -nde

we (incl) -ndr

we (excl) -nde




-nde

end in a vowel, there are some morphophonemic changes when these suffixes are added:
the verb ends in *u’, this vowel becomes ‘i’ or sometimes “w* before ‘-aga’, and ‘o’ in all other cases.
then the verb ends in “0’, or ‘e’, the vowel disappears when “-ana’ is added, but becomes *a’ in all other cases.

Then the verb ends in “a’ this vowel disappears when ‘-ana’ is added.

uru (bury) mo (marry) aijoba (deny) egpdo (ask)
gursfie gamoafie gaijobafii getodoiie
guriana gamana gaijobaga gerodiana
he/she gursma gamsma gaijobama geradoma
we (dual)  gurande gamonde gaijsbande gerodonde
we (incl) gurondr gamondr gaijabandr geradondr
we (excl)  gurende gameonde gaijobande geredaonde
you (pl) gurande gamande gaijobande geredonde
they guralo gamolo gaijebalo geradolo
The object pronoun infixes for the present are:
-ifia-
you (sg) -Ja-
he/she/it -ma-
we (dual) -nda-
we (incl) -nds- +-r
we (excl) -nda-
you (pl) -nda-
they -lo-

These pronouns are inserted after ‘ga-* and before the verb root. When the verb starts with a vowel the ‘s’ of the

infix is replaced by the verb vowel.

Examples ,

uru (bury) mo (marry) aijeba (deny) epado (ask)
1 gaifiura gagama gaifiaijoba gaifieredia
You sg) gagura gaifioma ganaijeba gagerodia
he/she gamura gamama gamaijoba gameradia
we (dual)  gandura gandoma gandaijoba ganderadia
we (incl) gandurar gandomar gandaijobar gandegadiar
we (excl)  gandura gandoma gandaijaba ganderadia
you (ph) gandura gandoma gandiajoba ganderadia
they gahlura galoma galaijsba galeradia

The object pronoun infixes for the future tense are similar to those for the present. tense, but their are some
differences. The pronouns are inserted after the subject agreement prefix. The pronoun prefix for ‘me’ is *-fis-’, and
there is no pronoun infix for you (sg In the latter case the last vowel of the future prefix changes to ‘a’. When the
verb starts with a vowel, the verb vowel replaces the infix vowel and in this case, there are no changes when the
object is you (sg).

Examples .

uru (bury) mo (marry) aijoba (deny) etpdo (ask)
I gidi anofiuri gidi anofiome gidi anofiaijabte gidi apefiefode
You sg) gidi anuri gidi agame gidi anaijobete gidi anerode
he/she gidi agomuri gidi ansmame gidi anomaijobete  gidi agomerede
we (dual)  gidi anaduri gidi agondame gidi anondaijobete  gidi agonderode
we {incl) gidi agondursr gidi agondomr gidi anondaijobetr  gidi agonderadr
we (excl)  gidi ananduri gidi anondome gidi anondaijobete  gidi ansnderade
you (pi) gidi ananduri gidi agendome gidi agondaijobete  gidi agonderode
they gidi agsluri gidi anolome gidi anolaijabete gidi agolerade



In the present and future tenses, object pronouns are added to compound verbs in the same way as to non-
compound verbs and the suffix 't used for we (incl) is added in the same way as for subject pronouns. However
the addition of object pronouns in the past tense is different. In this case, the pronouns are generally added to the
verb root in the normal way and then the ‘alo’ or *ano’ suffix is added. There are some exceptions for this for the
1* person sing object, but to really find out what is going on, we need to know more about how compound verbs
are formed.

Examples (past tense):
boriano (encourage)  poranano (be happy)  iruwano (be sorry)
I gabarefiano gansrefienano giruwifiano
You sg) gabariagano gansriananano giruwianano
he/she gaboremano gansremananc giruwimano
we (dual)  gaborendano ganorendenano giruwindano
we (incl) gaborendrano ganerendmano giruwindrano
we (excl)-  gaberendano ganasrondenano giruwindano
you (pl) gabatondano gansrandenano giruwindano
they gabarelano ganarelonano giruwilano

Notes (Questions still to be answered)

e We need examples of combinations of subjects and objects. This is especially needed for the future tense as
suspect that it is fairly straight forward for the others.

e Some of the morphophonemics needs looking into more closely, again with more examples. The
morphophonemics here should cover as many cases as in the paper on verbs.

¢ The whole issue of how compound verbs are formed and their behaviour needs more investigation.



