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1. Introduction

Kordofanian is conventionally defined as four groups of languages spoken in the Nuba Hills of Kordofan,
southwest of Khartoum in the Sudan (Schadeberg 1989). However, a problem remains concerning the
affiliation of the language known as Lafofa or Tegem. Schadeberg (1981b) includes it within Talodi, while
acknowledging that it is extremely remote from the rest of the group. He includes an extended wordlist
collected by Robin Thelwall in an Appendix. Stevenson (1962-64) also treats Lafofa as highly distinctive
and places it in a branch of its own. McDiarmid & McDiarmid (1931) give a very short list of a language
they call ‘Amira’ which they treat as a dialect of Lafofa. Stevenson’s unpublished mss. include wordlists of
both Lafofa (approximately corresponding to the lect in Thelwall’s wordlist) and some data on Amira,
apparently from an unpublished manuscript of the McDiarmids. The purpose of this paper! is to make
available this unpublished data and to reconsider the place of Tegem and Amira within both Kordofanian
and Niger-Congo as a whole.

Our understanding of the place of the Kordofanian languages within Niger-Congo is intimately linked to our
broader models of the phylum. Largely by reprising categories defined by Westermann and Greenberg,
Niger-Congo has been assumed to have small number of subgroups,. More and more these are turning out to
be the products of ‘lumping’, treating geographical groupings as genetic subgroups and discounting the
effects of contact.

2. Tegem-Amira data

The earliest data on Tegem [=Lafofa] are in Seligmann (1910/11) reprised in Meinhof (1915-19).
McDiarmid & McDiarmid (1931) published a very short list of Eliri (Lafofa) and El Amira which they
describe as a ‘dialect’. Stevenson (1956-7) has some material on Lafofa, although this is a very abbreviated
representation of all that he collected. The only modern published data on Tegem is in Schadeberg (1981b)
which contains both the author’s wordlist and a supplementary list collected by Robin Thelwall which
differs from it in some respects. Stevenson continued to collect material on Tegem, as witnessed by his
extensive files (Blench 1997) and it is to be regretted that these are not easily available for consultation. The
McDiarmids apparently collected a slightly longer wordlist of El Amira, since in Stevenson’s manuscript
Kordofanian wordlists, he quotes material not in the early published article. It is this material which is given
here, since it seems to establish not only that El Amira is a separate language, but that its noun morphology
is much reduced by comparison with Tegem. Also included are some words in the 1931 article not given in
the Stevenson mss.

The lists are given as in the originals, apart from the following conversions to IPA, in order to miminise
confusion;

OH.

ds
)
ny n

Stevenson’s conventions for dentals are not entirely clear, so these are given as in the original. Plurals are
marked with a slash /, whereas alternative forms are separated with a comma. Additional words in
McDiarmid & McDiarmid (1931: 155) are blocked in colour.

1 This paper could not have been written without access to the Stevenson mss. However, the bulk of these which are
now in the UCLA library and virtually in accessible.

1
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Table 1. El Amira and Tegem comparative wordlist

Gloss Tegem El Amira Kordofanian and other cognates
all pO-mmin
ashes muu(i)
bark Jjir(i) ? Masakin k-igi/w-uri
belly t-urr /m- tu (abdomen)
big pi-omban cima
bird p-itie /a- yi ? Talodi pure
bite 20
black p-iiin/y- pute
blood ni ni ? Masakin giru
bone t-udom(i) /m- tuwam
breast t-0 /k- t-wo/ k-
burn ndiikee
chest liin
claw kuka/wawa kajuwi (?) ? Asheron kau
cloud kallo tikan
cold pi-ydon buiilé
come kidién ‘nde cf. Rashad nda
die NN nuwi ? Asheron -ino
dog pébu/ééru pu cf. other Niger-Congo #bu
drink fluwee dsu
dry pa-rddrin
ear t-ié /m- k-we/we
eat kirik palith ? Masakin rigo
egg t-uo /m- mwa [= pl.]
eye t-1, &3-1 /m- lilan/nimar
fat nee gi?i Talodi nak
father 1mbaa apa all Kordofanian branches
fire t-6¢/éé thei pan-Talodi #te(k)
fish p-al(i)/al(i) pim
fly n. p-a/a
foot t3/ lie liti (foot), tuwii (leg)
frog luwo
give &zin &zin
g0 kodpk ‘nduwa cf. Tegali-Tagoy #nde
good p-ilin/ilin
grain mamak
grass tigik/1ée cf. Daloka taru
hair lai naith
hand k-omi/omi komdi (hand), k-ap/an
(arm)
head trota te
hear nén pénin cf. Rashad npetnda plus other
Kordofanian ‘ear’
heart t-in/m- lini
honey ayi
horn t-u/r- cf. Tagoi {-urin-/y-
I nédzi fini cf. Rashad ni
kill laluin  (bird), ndagidson nalap
(animal)
know -dindzuy
knee t-iren /y- ti
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Gloss Tegem El Amira Kordofanian and other cognates

leaf t-ulau rie /m- nee

liver k-amarya/amarya

long p-iapwiilin

louse gamul ? loanword

man ki-mee /a- kedzo/ela

many tituwd

meat k33(1) ka?a cf. pan-Kordofanian *k-abas

milk nwo nwo

moon kwel(i)/wel(i) kweén cf. Talodi k-anok

mountain  k-dm(i)/dm(i) kuwa?am cf. other Niger-Congo

mouth k-eni/eni kin cf. Rashad nger, Domurik ki-ne/ 1-

name ku-ruwan/a-

neck t-uwer(i)/er(i) tén

new péé-lin gwete(la)

night kiiit luli

nose kd-ran(i)/a- wimu

one tireti pige

other pak dalin

rain kalo pii weén

rat pou

red pi-yén pi-&sé

road t-iat(i)/m-

root t-a(i)/r- cf. Masakin Tuwal fuwa/roga

sand kuwaa twi

say rid3in pendinggen (speak)

see nden pabuwa, -bwo

send t-0n /m-

sit 15kwe lokw¢th (sit down)

skin towe/ree kwo

sleep kimoronvk kamlogo

small pé-pwen alpwutfandar, tagindan

smoke furr ? Rashad uruk

snake w-el(i)/k- weén cf. Tagoi w-in/y-in-¢t

stand kalowaa

star t-urdd(i)/m- lo/mulo

stone t-ee(1)/m- lilag cf. other Niger-Congo

sun puu puwu

swim tauka

tail tuwi/rii cf. Masakin Tuwal t-u(u)di/r-

thin pi-ranin

this pé-dsi, adé- (f)), té- (n.)

three padéan tare cf. other Niger-Congo

thou nodsi cugwa cf. Rashad o, Daloka onu

tongue l-ian(i) lin cf. Talodi t-ulupe/l-ilune but pan-
Kordofanian

tooth t-en(i)/k- t-an/k- #ni is pan-Niger-Congo and in Nilo-
Saharan

tree kuwd(i)/boo(i) kwa cf. other Niger-Congo

two pideerin pelé

warm paawun (hot)

water nii ni ? cf. Talodi nir

we ya’edsi tfini

wet puu-woon pu-weca

what? ndé cf. Rashad andan
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Gloss Tegem El Amira Kordofanian and other cognates
white P-06WiN/60win -0, -0

who? ambute, allute

woman  pumabo/amado pinembo/ninon

ye odsi tinwa

The McDiarmid’s € is probably /e/ and the macron over vowels must represent length. The published
material does not mark plurals in El Amira, so the few here must be in the original manuscript. What is
unclear is whether many plurals in El Amira are lacking or whether this is just an artefact of the data.
Adjectives in Tegem all have a pV- prefix which is marked by a hyphen as distinct from the root.

3. The place of Tegem-Amira within Kordofanian

McDiarmid & McDiarmid (1931: 155) in their original publication of El Amira data claimed that it was a
dialect of Lafofa but that the ‘strongly pronounced and elongated nature of the vowels’ made it seem like a
distinct language. The datasheets show this is unlikely. Not only does Amira have many different lexemes
from Tegem, but it has an extremely reduced morphology. On this basis it is treated as a separate language
related to Tegem.

On the basis of cognates alone, it would be difficult to argue for a particular affiliation of Tegem-Amira
within Kordofanian. Similarities with Talodi group languages are balanced by those with the Rashad group
and with pan-Kordofanian roots. The lack of similarities in basic pronouns and numerals argue for Tegem-
Amira being a separate branch of Niger-Congo. In Schadeberg (1981b: 158) he notes that he has taken over
the hypothesis of a Talodi affilation from Greenberg, but that other authors (e.g. Tucker & Bryan 1966:287)
and Stevenson (1956-7) regarded Tegem as a separate unit on the basis of grammar and that lexical
similarities were thus loanwords. There is no doubt that there are similarities between the nominal prefix
system of Tegem and other Talodi languages, as demonstrated in Schadeberg (1981b: 128). However, given
the otherwise remote lexical relationship and the absence of much of the noun class morphology in Amira, it
is quite possible this is the result of some type of convergence. §4. which discusses the relationship of
Tegem-Amira with other Niger-Congo branches, argues that the existence of highly distinctive West African
cognates means it is likely that this is indeed a separate family and that similarities with Talodi and indeed
other Kordofanian reflect contact as much as a shared Niger-Congo heritage.

4. The place of Tegem within Niger-Congo

Appendix 1 gives a series of tables locating Tegem-Amira within the framework of Niger-Congo. If it is
accepted that Kordofanian does not constitute a genetic unity, then the problem remains as to the placing of
individual branches within the broader framework of Niger-Congo. The data tables in the Appendices give a
broader overview of the possible cognates of individual Kordofanian lexemes, and these can be taken as
general indications of the likely place of specific branches. Figure 1 presents my most recent version of the
Niger-Congo ‘tree’ with all the usual reservations.
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Figure 1. Niger-Congo restructured
Proto-Niger-Congo

Dogon
ljoid Mande
Ijo Defaka
I I
Rashad Katla-
Tima
Tegem-Amira ‘Kordofanian’
Senufic |
I I
Kru Talodi Heiban
South North Atlantic
Atlantic, ‘Mel’
*Gur-Adamawa continuum
Bijogo |
Fali ‘
‘Periphera Central Adamawa Adamawa Adamawa Adamawa
1 Gur’ Gur 1,8 245,12  6,13,14+ 79,10
Day
Bere
) Gbaya
Kwa linkage
Ega Ubangian
Nyo West Central Ga-
Bank Togo Dangme
Volta-Niger linkage
Ikaan |
Benue-Congo linkage | | | |
Gbe Yoruboid Akpes Ayere- Nupoid
Akokoid Ahan Okoid
| | | | | Edoid, Idomoid
Igboid
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Some of the underlying assumptions of the tree are as follows;

a) That language groups such as Mande, Dogon and Ijo, which have no evidence for noun classes
represent the earliest branches of Niger-Congo. This is also supported by the absence of many
common lexical roots attested in Atlantic, Benue-Congo and elsewhere.

b) That the Kaalak-Domurik-Rashad group dates from this period and that the noun classes in Tagoi are
locally developed through contact.

c¢) That Lafofa is quite distinct from Heiban-Talodi, although migrating eastward at a similar period, after
the development of noun-class systems and that similarities between Lafofa and Talodi are due to
contact

Assumption b) is fairly controversial and other papers on ‘Katla-Tima’ assume that the noun-class
morphology has been lost.

5. Conclusion

This paper provides the existing data on the Amira language, with data on Tegem, where this exists
for comparison. It argues that these tow language are a separate branch of Niger-Congo, although
admitting the problems from arguing form such a small and ill-transcribed database. Amira is one
of the few languages for which no speakers have ever been encountered during the displacements
of the civil war. Let us hope it is still spoken.
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APPENDICES: DATA TABLES

1. Cognates of Tegem-Amira and other Kordofanian with Niger-Congo branches

1. ear/to hear #-n(y)u[ku][lu] Attestation I
Family Subgroup Language ear hear  Gloss Source
PWS nu- W
Dogon *Dogon sugunu Ho04
[joid P-ljo — naa Kw
Jjoid Defaka naa Je83
Rashad Tegali Rashad nu/-n ear RCS
Rashad Tagoi Tagoi pInna RCS
Kaalak- Kaalak gu-no/u- ear RCS
Domurik
Kaalak- Tima kd-ndo /i- ear GS
Domurik
Mande —
Tegem-Amira Lafofa Tegem na? hear Sch81b
Tegem-Amira Lafofa Amira penin hear McD
Kordofanian Proto-Heiban *g-aani/n- hear Sch8la
Kordofanian Proto-Talodi *g-eenu/w- hear Sch81b
Kordofanian Talodi Asheron ge-nu/we- hear No00
Atlantic North Fulfulde nan-  entendre No8&9
Atlantic North Wolof nopp ear Wi07
Bjco ganu Sg
Atlantic South Bullom nu-i W
Atlantic South Baga Sitemu -ne Sg
Atlantic South Gola ke-nu ohr We2l
Kru Grebo noa oreille ALKrCI
Kru Dida na  entendre ALKrCI
Senufo Nafaara niigé ALGCI
Gur Lobiri nail ALGCI
Gur Baatonun nua w
Bijogo Bijogo ko-nno /na- ear Sg
Kwa Alladian nuku ALKwCI
Kwa GTML Animere gu-nti /a- ear Ca
Kwa GTML Logba nu to hear W
Kwa Gonja nu Sn&9
VN Igboid Igbo -no Wi72
EBC Cross River Korop lu-nuy St
Bantu — BLR3
2. #deNe tongue
Family Subgroup Language Attestation Gloss Source
PWS -lima  Zunge w
PWN -lélum-, -lam-  tongue M
PWN -lima, -liami-  tongue M
Jjoid Defaka menduo  tongue KW
Tjoid Ijo Oporoma méli  tongue KW
Kaalak-Domurik Domorik k-ilagi /-~  tongue RCS
Rashad Tegali Rashad dna  tongue RCS
Mande Busa Iéna  langue
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2. #deNe tongue

Family Subgroup Language Attestation Gloss Source
Tegem-Amira Lafofa Tegem loani, leni  tongue Sch81b
Tegem-Amira Lafofa Amira lin  tongue McD
Kordofanian Talodi Talodi tu-luge pl. 1-ilune  tongue RCS
Atlantic North Fulfulde demngal  langue Mo89
Atlantic Bedik i-dem /o-  tongue Wi07
Atlantic Baga Fore lem tongue Wi07
Atlantic South Temne romer tongue Wi07
Kru Aizi mro  langue  ALKrCI
Kru Dewoin mili  langue  ALKrCI
Gur Oti-Volta Bieri dem-fa/-i  langue Ma75s
Adamawa Mumuye Zing réé-t¢  tongue Sh&3
Adamawa Jen Munga Doso lyém  tongue UK
Gbaya P-Gbaya *lembe  langue Mo95
Ubangian Baka mili  langue Brl0
Kwa GTML Adele a-liman  langue Ro
Kwa GTML Giseme gi-déné pl. i-  tongue

Kwa Gbe Ewe adé langue Ro
Kwa Ga 1i'1¢i  tongue K199
VN Igboid Igbo ilé  tongue

VN Nupoid Nupe tongue Bal4
EBC Plateau Tyap a-lyam  tongue

EBC Plateau Ganang di-lem /a-  tongue

EBC Jukunoid Wapan néné  tongue

EBC Upper Cross  Lokukoli rémilé/ ra-  tongue St
EBC Lower Cross  Efik édéme¢  tongue Co91
Bantoid Mambiloid Wawa léem  langue

Bantoid Tivoid [?] Esimbi 0-ndmo /o-  tongue SIL
Bantoid Beboid Noni lemé langue PP
Bantoid Ekoid Mbe le-létm  tongue Po06
Bantoid Grassfields Ambele -lema  langue PP
Bantoid Grassfields Ngie inémi  tongue SIL
Bantoid Grassfields Mankon -lémd  langue PP
Bantoid Grassfields Limbum r-lee/ m- [M]  tongue SIL
Bantoid Ring [?] Ndemli ["amli  tongue NM
Bantu PB -deme  tongue

Bantu CB -dumi  tongue G
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3. mouth #ngeN-
Family Subgroup Language Attestation Source
1
PWS -ni,-nia W
PWN -niana M
Dogon Toro ana GCG
Kaalak-Domurik Kaalak nen Gi
Kaalak-Domurik Domurik ki-nel 1- RCS
Rashad Tagoi Rashad nger RCS
Tegem-Amira Lafofa Tegem k-eni/eni RCS
Tegem-Amira Lafofa Amira kin McD
Mande Kpelle na \'AY
Kordofanian Heiban Cwaya inya pl. yinya Gu97a)
Atlantic South Mmani e-nen /n- Wi07
South Gola 0-na We2l
Bwamu nyii M
Adamawa Mumuye Zing nyaa Sh83
Bijogo Bijogo ka-na /na- Wi07
Kwa Adyukru nén ALKwCI
Kwa Selee ka-pa /n- M
Kwa Guang Chumburung ka-nj Sn&9
Kwa Ga naa Kr99

Commentary: This is one of the most striking cognates between Kordofanian and the remainder of Niger-
Congo, since the kV- prefix is found in both Domorik and Tegem and in Bijogo and the Kwa languages.

4, -di(r)- tail, handle,  penis
Family Subgroup Language Attestation Gloss Source
Dogon Jamsay duro Ho04
Ljoid Nembe otumo vagina; anus; tail Ka64
Kaalak-Domurik Domurik ko-dré/i- tail RCS
Mande Mandinka talu  handle of pot/basket \'AY%
Tegem-Amira Lafofa Tegem duri, twii pl. rii tail Sch81b
Kordofanian Talodi Masakin t-udi tail Cr84
Kordofanian Talodi Asheron gu-dik/re- tail No00
Kordofanian Heiban Koalib t-1a/d- tail RCS
Atlantic Palor luk (9-1y-) Sg
Atlantic South Sherbro 15m tail Pi63
Bijogo e-ono /na- queue Sg
Kru Kuwaa nidewula queue ALKrCI
Gur Wama du-re/-ya queue Ma75
Gur Oti-Volta Safalaba zuri queue Ma75
Adamawa Mumuye Zing den tail Sh83
Gbaya P-Gbaya *dom queue Mo95
Ubangian Baka somu queue Br10
Kwa Ega ulu queue  ALKwCI
Kwa Agni dav queue  ALKwCI
Kwa Ga diinaa tail, anus, buttocks Kr99
VN Yoruboid Yoruba iru tail Ab58
VN Edoid Degema o-dudu penis
VN Ayere undu penis, tail
VN Akokoid Arigidi indu penis
VN Igboid Onica 3do KW72
VN Nupoid Ebira-Koto irétu penis

10
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EBC Plateau Ce u-ndu /i- tail RMB
EBC Jukunoid Kuteb u-tum /a- horse-tail Sh81la
EBC Cross River ~ Baan du
Bantoid Mambiloid  Vute daam Co
5. belly
Ph  Family Subgroup Language  Attestation Gloss Source
NC PWN -tuimb- belly, abdomen M
(-temb-, -tumb-)
NC Ijoid Defaka 1t belly Kw
NC Tegem-Amira Lafofa Tegem tuuri, duuri belly  Sch81b
NC Tegem-Amira Lafofa Amira tu belly RCS
NC Kru Wobe tud” poitrine  ALKrCI
NC Ubangian Baka to poitrine Brl0
NC Kwa Nawuri ) belly Sn&9
NC VN Nupe tumbi stomach of cattle Bal4
NC EBC Kainji Cicipu tamo pl. otumo belly SM
NC EBC Upper Cross Agwaagune i't) stomach St
NC Bantoid Beboid Kemezung  t3 belly SIL
NC Bantu CB -tumbe, -tumbu abdomen G
6. breast
Ph  Family Subgroup Language Attestation Gloss  Source
NC Jjoid P-ljo indoi KW
NC Tegem-Amira Lafofa Tegem doi  breast Sch81b
NC Kru Aizi drr sein  ALKrCI
NC  Atlantic North Fulfulde en"du sein No89
NC Kwa GTML Igo i-dunu /e-
NC Bantoid Tivoid Oliti otimba  breast SIL
NC Bantu PB tombo  breast BLR3
7. skin
Family Subgroup Language Attestation Gloss Source
Tegem-Amira  Lafofa Tegem tuwe pl. ree skin RCS
Atlantic North Sine dol skin Wi07
Gur PG to peau Ma79
Adamawa Bangwinji  té€ skin K196
Kwa Ga toto skin, bark, fish-scale K199
8. #ni tooth
Family Subgroup Language Attestation Source
PWS *_ni, *-nin- W
PWN -nin-(-nighin-) M
Dogon Yanda in RMB
Ljoid Defaka nia KwW
Rashad Tegali Rashad nym- /-e RCS
Rashad Tagoi Tagoi t-1nIn/y- RCS
Mande Soso nin \'A%
Tegem-Amira  Lafofa Tegem ta-n pl. ka-pi Sch81b
Kordofanian Talodi Tocco c-anyik /k- RMB
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8. #ni tooth

Family Subgroup  Language Attestation Source

Kordofanian *PR *-nin

Kru Aizi ni ALKrCI

Kru Tepo né ALKrCI

Atlantic North Sereer nin Sg

Atlantic North Diola Her kdnin(ak) SIL93

Atlantic North Mankanya po-ni Wi07

Gur Deg Jini /nipa ALGCI

Gur Oti-Volta Hanga nini Ma75

Adamawa Waja nu-i K196

Adamawa Jen Dza ji UK

Ubangian P-Gbaya *-nin Mo95

Bijogo Caravela na-ni /ka- Sg

Kwa Abure éni ALKwCI

Kwa GTML Lelemi lé-nyi /a-

Kwa Gonja kani Sn89

Kwa Ga néndn Kr99

VN Nupoid Nupe nika Bal4

Bantoid Mambiloid  Ndoro nin BCCW

Bantoid Tivoid Tiv nix check

Bantu PB -yino BLR3

Bantu CB -yino G
9. #-del chin, beard
Family Group Language  Attestation  Gloss Source

PWN -dad- M

Tegem- Lafofa Tegem a’dagi chin Sch81b
Amira
Kru Neyo tata menton  ALKrCI
Ubangian Gbaya zera barbe Ro08
Kwa Guang Nawuri ga-dda  beard, jaw Sn&9
VN Igboid Igbo adzh etc. body hair COA
EBC Lower Cross Obolo i-dzet beard Co91
EBC Lower Cross PLC *{-det hair Co91
EBC Upper Cross Otonkon rédda beard St
Bantoid Mambiloid Mambila deh’ PM
Bantoid Mambiloid Tep dére chin Co
Bantoid Buru Buru e-din (a-) K
Bantoid Tivoid Tiv indi'ér Ab58
Bantoid Beboid Noni ke-déw Hy
Bantoid Nyang Kenyang be-di M
Bantoid Eastern Grassfields PEG *-dil’ ELV
Bantoid Manenguba PM *jed He45
Bantu PB -dédu Mh/Gr
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10. heart, liver
Family Subgroup Language  Attestation Gloss Source
PWN -timu  heart, (liver) M
Tegem- Lafofa Tegem t-m/m- heart RCS
Amira
Kordofanian Talodi Acheron simi heart RCS
Kru Bete Daloa drt coeur ALKrCI
Atlantic North Bedik i-til /mu-sil heart Wi07
Atlantic South Baga S t-im /m- heart Wi07
Adamawa Mumuye Zing sinsin liver Sh83
Gbaya ‘Bodoe seée foie Ro08
EBC Cross River PUC * 'ttéma heart St
Bantoid Furu Bikyak Jim Herz RK
Bantoid Dakoid Nnakenyare téém Bo9%4
Bantoid Mambiloid Mambila temé?2! liver PM
Bantoid Ekoid Mbe bu-tem/bé- heart Ba
Bantoid Tivoid Tiv Jima heart Ab
Bantoid Menchum Befang itdm heart Gu06
Bantoid Grassfields Ngyemboon tam heart An
Bantoid Ring Kom atém heart
Bantoid Koshin Jiom Herz RK
Bantoid Ndemli tim heart Ng99
Bantu PB *-tima
11. meat
Family Subgroup Language  Attestation Gloss Source
PWS -ka- Tier, Fleisch W
Tegem- Lafofa Amira ka’a meat RCS
Amira
Atlantic North Banhum ka-xar /-an flesh, meat Wi07
Atlantic North Bedik i-kal /u-hal fish Wi07
South Gola ekenu flesh, meat Wi07
Kru
Gur Dogose kaasé meat  Win07
Ubangian Mbanza kafa viande/chair Mo95
Kwa Ga kooloo animal Kr99
VN Nupe naka meat Bal4
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12. #(n)-tON- horn
Family Group Language  Attestation  Source
Rashad Tagoi Tagoi t-uri/n- RCS
Tegem- Lafofa Tegem dui  Sch81b
Amira
Gur Dogose datbne ~ Win07
EBC Plateau Izere ri-tdm /a- RMB
EBC Plateau Jijili utuma RMB
EBC Plateau Pe u-com /a- RMB
EBC Cross River  Uda ndok Co91
Bantoid Ekoid Nkim n-tan /a- C
Bantoid Mbe Mbe n-tan /bén- BA
Bantoid Buru Buru e-0on /a- Ko
Bantoid Momo Mundani ndon™ PD
Bantoid Ring Aghem ndon R
Bantoid Grassfields PEG *-dong’ ELV
Bantu Manenguba PM *-131) He272
Bantu PZA *-tongo J
13. dog I #gbelg
Family Subgroup Language Attestation Comment Source
PWS b 1 a Y
PWN -bh 1 a M
Dogon Bondum p W € Ho04
Jjoid Kalabari o b i i KW
Biseni e b i i Kw
Defaka Defaka e b e e Je83
Mande Tura gb ¢ gg
Susu b a r € na
Mende n g i 1 a
Boko gb & /-5
Tegem-Amira Lafofa Tegem be -b u i pl. erui Sch81b
Kordofanian  Talodi Eliri b w a k pl. abuk RCS
Atlantic North Serer b o) X Sg
North Pepel > b o 1 Sg
North Manjaku b u s Do75
Bijogo e b o0 t i pl. i- Sg
Senufic Nyarafolo p U n ALGCI
Kru Guéré gb e ALKrCI
Aizi v € ALKrCI
Seme b u -0 /-e 2727 ALKrCI
Gur Moore b a r a Ma75
Gurma b u a -ga /-mu Ma75
Dagare b a r e Ma75
Hanga b a ‘ a Ma75
Gurunsi Delo b a Ma69
Waama b u u -ka
Bariba gb o
Adamawa Waja b a I K196
Yungur b A4 e RMB
Mambei vV W a Eguchi
Ubangian Sango Yakoma m b 0 Mo95

._.
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Family Subgroup Language Attestation Comment Source
Ngbaka b 5 n 3 Mo95
‘Dongo-Ko b6 ¢ 1 a Mo95
Nzakara b a n a Mo95
Baka b o 1 ¢ Br10
Bijogo Bijogo e b 0 o t Sg
Kwa Abbey y 0 ALKwCI
Ebrié gb a ALKwCI
GTM Nyangbo ¢- b 1 /be- He68
Adangme a v u
Ga gb ¢ é Kr99
Gen a v au n ALKwCI
VN Yoruboid PY *a by a KW
Edoid Uhami a b u a E89
Nupoid Gbari 0O m u RMB
EBC Plateau Yeskwa e- b u RMB
Jukunoid Kpan i- b u Sh&0
Cross River Efik e- b u a Co91
Bantoid Dakoid v O n a Boyd
Mambiloid Nizaa b o w En
Tivoid Esimbi e b u SIL
Beboid Noni b W ¢
Menchum  Befang b u Gu06
Grassfields Bafut m b u 3
Ring [?] Ndemli a b 0 Le99
Momo Ngie b 5w SIL
Bantu Ekoid Mbe b 0 g Bamgbose (ms.)
Duala m b 0
PB *b 0 a (9/10) BLR3
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14. snake
Family Subgroup Language Attestation Gloss Source
PWS -gua-  Schlange W
PWN -ghw(y)aka snake M
Tegem- Lafofa Tegem weli snake RCS
Amira
Atlantic South Gola ogwa
Kru Kuwaa gbég serpent  ALKrCI
Gur Gulmance wa serpent Ma75
Dogose wd-0 /133 snake Win07
Dagare wabo pl. wiri serpent Ma75
Ubangian P-Gbaya *gdk serpent Mo95
Kwa Twi %)
Chumburung kd-wd snake Sn&9
Gun )
VN Yoruboid Igala €jo
Edoid Edo enyé
Igbo agwd
Nupe ewa snake Bal4
Idoma £gwa Ar64
EBC Kainji Srubu pi-yowo BCCW
Plateau Idun i-yowo BCCW
Horom yopl.iyd  snake sp. RMB
Cara yoo pl. yo RMB
Kulu iy6go pl. iyogo Mo
Jukunoid Wapan a-jo
Cross River  Yakd yol
Bantoid Mambiloid Kwanja yoo
Vute Nnoo Co
Dakoid Nnakenyare yée B
Tiba yoo B
Buru Buru &yo /eyd K
Tivoid Tiv i-yd
Jarawan Jaku yoyd
Nyang Kenyang nnyd Mb
Beboid Noone yo pl. yd Lu
Momo Ngie ijigs SIL
CB -joka, nyoka G
15. #-ti tree
Family Subgroup Language  Attestation Gloss Source
PWS -ti-, -ta- Baum w
PWN -ti M
Dogon Tegu Ka time RMB
Ljoid Defaka tii tree Je83
Ljoid Izon Ikibiri t&5 tree KW
Tegem- Lafofa Tegem twii stick Sch81b
Amira
Atlantic North Nalu n-ti /a- tree Wi07
Atlantic South Sherbro tok tree Wi07
Bijogo Bijogo nu-te /mu- arbre Sg
Senufic Fondondo tige arbre Bo81
Kru Wobe tu arbre ALKrCI
Gur Kusaal tii-ga /-se arbre Ma75
Adamawa Yandang Bali ti tree K&Y
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15. #-ti tree
Family Subgroup Language  Attestation Gloss Source
Ubangian Mbodomo ti arbre Mo95
Kwa Ewe ati Ro
Kwa Abidji i ALKCI
VN Yoruba iti check Ab58
VN Edoid Degema O-tai /1- E86
Nupe cigba tree Bal4
EBC East Kainji Sheni u-ti /ma- RMB
EBC Upper Cross  Loko keti / yeé- tree St
EBC Dakoid Do ti tree RMB
Mambiloid Warwar to tree
Bantoid Tivoid Esimbi -ti tree
Menchum Modele -tid tree
Beboid Noni -te tree
Bantu Ekoid Etung é-ti /a- tree Cr
Madumba ti tree BCCW
Bantu CB -ti tree G
PB tI tree; stick  BLR 2881
16. tree
Family Subgroup Language Attestation Gloss  Source
PWS -gi, -gil-, (-git-) Baum Y
Tegem-Amira  Lafofa Amira kwa tree McD
Tegem-Amira  Lafofa Tegem kuwo(i) pl. boo(i) tree RCS
Atlantic South Gola kekuu tree Wi07
Kru Aizi ke arbre ALKrCI
Adamawa Baa kii /ri-kii tree UKW
Ubangian Ndunga-le ga- arbre Mo95
Zande ngiia arbre Mo95
Kwa Chumburung  ki-yi? tree Sn&9
Bantoid West Momo  Ambele gé-gyét /bé- arbre Pi
Tikar Akuen ngée? arbre Pi
Tivoid Batu Angwe  ki-kye /bi- tree Ko
17. sun
Family Subgroup Language Attestation Gloss Source
PWS -pat- Sonne Y
PWN bhal- to shine, light M
PWN bhang- shine (bright) M
Tegem- Lafofa Tegem puu sun RCS
Amira
Atlantic South Sherbro pal sun Wi07
Adamawa Kamo f3ré sun K196
Ubangian Ngbaka bai soleil Mo95
Ga hiiti sun Kr99
VN Yoruba ba
Edo baa shine (moon), Ag6
become red
Nupe ba shine, reflect Bal4
Bantu CB bad-
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18. moon #-kelu
Family Subgroup Language  Attestation  Gloss Source
PWS -ki-, -kiu-  Mond W
PWN -kiul-  moon M
Tjoid P-ljo akalo  moon KW
Kaalak- Kaalak gelu moon Gi
Domurik
Tegem- Lafofa Tegem kwel ~ moon Sch81b
Amira
Kordofanian Talodi Masakin kena  moon RCS
Atlantic North Ndut cein  moon Wi07
VN Edoid Emai uki  moon SE07
Bantoid Buru -kwé  moon
Bantoid Beboid Noni kwée  moon
Bantu CB -kiedi  moon G
19. star
Family Subgroup  Language Attestation Gloss Source
PWN -tsondua? (-tondua) star M
Rashad Tagoi Orig t-elen/n-elen-ot star SE
Tegem-Amira Lafofa Tegem to-1001 /mo- star Sch81b
Atlantic North Nalu ma-saar /be- star Wi07
North Sua (f)-sahan /-an moon Wi07
Kru Bete G zelt étoile ALKrCI
Adamawa Mumuye Zing sen star Sh&3
Ubangian P-Gbaya  *sdra étoile Mo95
Kwa Ga coco!obi morning star, moon Kr99
VN Yoruboid Yoruba ofti moon
Ayere-Ahan  Ayere osu, ofu moon?
Nupoid Nupe tswa-gi3 star Bal4
EBC Plateau Mada nts€ Pr
Jukunoid Wapan a-tswi Sh
Bantoid Mambiloid  Tep swauja Co
EG PEG *-san’ ELV

29 < Yoruba

3 -gi = ‘small’ (lit ‘small moon’)
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20. #te(d)- fire
Family Subgroup Language  Attestation  Gloss Source
PWS -ta- Feuer W
PWN tem- burn M
Mande Wan té HTT
Jeri ta Sg
Bokobaru  t¢ RJ
Tegem-Amira Lafofa Tegem t-éé fire RCS
Kordofanian Talodi Talodi tek fire RCS
Senufo Kulango dogo M&T
Atlantic North Sine fidel fire Wi07
Atlantic North Mankanya  tet (p-/m-) Sg
Atlantic North Mankanya  ter burn Wi07
Atlantic South Baga Ma te burn Wi07
Kru Aizi lede feu ALKrCI
Gur Oti-Volta Bieri daam feu Ma75
Adamawa Tuboro ho’de B
Ubangian ‘Baka de bruler Mo95
Kwa Ebrie até ALKwCI
Mbatto ode ALKwCI
Guang Nawuri d’ee? burn Sn89
VN Nupe di burn Bal4
Bantoid Ekoid Ejagham rik burn Wa
Bantu PB dido JLMNRS BLR3
CB teem- burn G
21. stone
Family Subgroup Language  Attestation Gloss Source
PWS -ta-, -tali Stein w
PWN -thala, -thali stone (rock) M
Tegem- Lafofa Tegem t-e/m- stone RCS
Amira
Atlantic North None atox stone, rock Wi07
Atlantic North Konyagi i-taka / wo-r stone, rock Wi07
Atlantic South Landuma a-saar /e- stone, rock Wi07
Adamawa Mumuye tar-a stone Sh83
Mambay sda stone ANI10
Gbaya P-Gbaya *ta pierre/caillou Mo95
Kwa Ga té stone Kr99
VN Nupe takdl stone Bal4
Bantu PB tade stone, iron ore BLR3
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22. #-lim- man
Family Subgroup Language  Attestation Gloss Source
Kaalak- Kaalak -dime /a- man RCS
Domurik
Tegem- Lafofa Tegem ka-mee /a- man, person Sch81b
Amira
Kru Nyabwa nimig époux  ALKrCI
Kwa Ga alomo  fashionably dressed woman Kr99
EBC Ogonic Gokana ddm husband Vo092
Bantoid Ekoid Ejagham ndim husband Wa
Bantoid Ring Bafmeng undom husband Hy
Bantoid Ndemli 1om husband Ng99
23. to arrive, reach
Family Subgroup Language Attestation Gloss Source
PWN  thu-, thuk-  come from M
Kaalak-Domurik Domorik diarg RCS
Tegem-Amira Lafofa [ki]dién come RCS
Atlantic North ~ Banhum dek-t come  Wi07
South  Baga Ma deer come  Wi07
Kru Grebo di M
Ubangian Bare di venir  Mo95
Bijogo Bijogo dena come Sg
Kwa Central-Togo Nkonya du reach Hof
Twi du arrive
VN Nupe ti  arrive, come Bal4
Bantoid Beboid Noone to come Lu
PB dv come BLR3
CB tauk-  come from G
24, #rik- eat
Family Subgroup Language Attestation  Gloss Source
PWS 1i, lia essen W
PWN di- eat M
Dogon — Ho04
Ijoid — KW
Bangeri Mg Bangeri Mg dia  manger Ho04
Kaalak-Domurik Domurik aluk eat RCS
Mande Mwi li A\
Mande Bozo dye w
Tegem-Amira Lafofa Tegem 1T eat Sch81b
Tegem-Amira Lafofa Tegem rik eat RCS
Kordofanian Talodi Masakin rigo eat RCS
Kru Grebo di  manger ALKrCI
Bete Daloa li  manger ALKrCI
Atlantic North Wolof lekk
Papel de? eat Wi07
South Temne di eat Wi07
Gur Bieri di  manger Ma75
Hanga di  manger Ma75
Degha di  manger ALGCI
Kulango digé  manger ALGCI
Adamawa Koh re 6]
Mono ri?i E
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Ubangian Zande ri  manger Mo95
Kwa Abure li  manger ALKwCI
VN Igboid Proto-Igboid *di KW
EBC Plateau Eloyi ri RMB
Cross River  Ikom di St
Bantoid Dakoid D3 ri eat RMB
Bantoid Beboid Noni dié eat Lu03
Bantoid Tivoid Esimbi -11 eat Stxx
Bantoid Ekoid Balep 1i eat Cr65
Bantoid Grassfields ~ Ndemli di eat Ng99
Bantoid Dzodzinka Iz eat P
Bantu PB di eat BLR3
Jarawan Bada li eat
25. #-(m)bale  two, twins
Family Subgroup  Language Attestation Gloss Source
PWS -ba- W
PWN -bali M
Tjoid P-Tjo maamd KW
Mande Jogo fala \AY%
Tegem- Lafofa Amira pelé two RCS
Amira
Atlantic Nalu bele two Wi07
South Temne kabari twin Da66
Kru Konobo buwe deux  ALKrCI
Adamawa Mumuye ba  bear twins Sh83
Adamawa Mambay bati deux EA
Gbaya P-Gbaya *bua deux Mo95
Kwa Nyangbo ¢ba two Ca
VN Yoruboid Yoruba ibeji twins Ab58
VN Nupoid Nupe ¢ba twins Bal4
VN Edoid Edo eva two Ag6
VN Idomoid Idoma epa Ar64
EBC P-Ikaann wa Abd
EBC Efik iba Ad
EBC Plateau Cori fali Di
EBC Jukunoid Kuteb ife RKo
Bantoid Furu Bikyak fa RK
Bantoid Beboid Naki 3 Go
Bantoid Ekoid Balep be-fal Cr69
Bantoid Grassfields Ambele be Ng01
Bantu Grassfields Yamba ba Ne07
Bantu CB -badi, -bidi, -bidi G
CB -paca twin G
26. #-taN- bow
Family Subgroup Language Attestation Gloss Source
PWS -ta- schiellen, Geschol}, Bogen W
PWN -ta- bow; shoot with bow M
Bangi Me ta shoot ~RMB
Dogonic Toro t6 C-G68
Donno So  to Ke93
[joid . 1zon Kolokuma tet to shoot KW
Kordofanian Talodi Tegem thaai bow Sch81b
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26. #-taN- bow
Family Subgroup Language Attestation Gloss Source
Mande Boko sa Pr53
Mana sd’ Pr53
Unclassified Pre ta Cr (ms)
Atlantic Bassari a-timb Fe9
South Gola ta shoot with bow
Kru Seme ta
Gur Dagare tam-o arc Ma75
Moore ta-ba arc  Ma75
Mampruli  toro arc  Ma75
Buli tomo arc  Ma75
Adamawa Mumuye  Mumuye ta shoot Sh83
Vere-Duru Momi taa-u
Ubangian Gbaya kusaa" BN8&2
Kwa Akposo kuta
Kwa Twi ota
Gonja ka-ta bow Sn89
Ga c&, cwa shoot K199
VN Emai sa to shoot SE07
Igboid Igbo ota
Nupoid Nupe tanci bow Bal4
Idoma dta Ar64
EBC Kainji Piti o-ta
Jukunoid  Kuteb ku-ta /a- Ar64
Bantoid Tivoid Tiv ta
Bantu *PB *bo-ta
27. #-gbo- baboon
Family Subgroup Language  Attestation  Source
Mande *PSWM *n-gboy \'A%
Bambara ngdn Ba2000
Kordofanian Tegem Tegem boli  Sch8lb
Senufoid Supyire bono Carlson
Gur Dogose gbeégé-we /-me
Adamawa Mumuye Zhing gbagbali Sh83
Gbaya Bodoe gbadawa Ro08
VN Nupoid Nupe gbogi Bal4
EBC W. Kainji  Lopa gbadagi
Platoid Izere agboom RMB
Aten bagu RMB
Berom bogom RMB
Fyem gwom RMB
Bantoid Dakoid D3 gboy RMB
Bantoid Grassfields Limbum mbu RMB
28. elephant
Family Subgroup Language Attestation Source
PWS -ni- Y
PWN -ni-, -niang- M
Dogon Mombo nige Ho04
Kordofanian Tegem yu:ni RCS
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Atlantic Pulaar nyiiwa (ba) Sg
Serer nig Sg

Ubangian Mba pia Mo95

Ubangian Ngbaka yia Mo95

Kwa Avatime 0-nyi /bé- Heine (1968)

Kwa Ewe atiglinyi R

VN Edo éni Ag86

VN Igbo enyi Kw72

EBC Plateau Mada ni RMB

EBC Cross River Anaang €-ni:n Co91

EBC Cross River Tee ni NB94

Bantoid Momo Ngie anyifom SIL

Bantu CB -nianga G

Bantu PB yogu BLR3KMNPS
29.  f#tatu three
Ph  Family Subgroup Language Attestation  Source
NC PWN -thathu M
NC  Dogon Yanda taandu RMB
NC  Ijoid ljo taaro KW
NC  Jjoid Defaka taato Je83
NC  Kaalak- Kaalak atat RCS

Domurik

NC  Rashad Tegali Rashad ndota RCS
NC  Rashad Tagoi Orig witta SE
NC  Mande Soso saxan \AY%
NC  Tegem-Amira Lafofa Amira tare RCS
NC  Atlantic North Fulfulde tati No&9
NC  Atlantic North Cassanga -taar Wi07
NC  Atlantic South Gola taal We2l
NC Kru Wobe taa ALKrCI
NC Gur Oti-Volta *ta Ma75
NC  Adamawa Dii taand Bo89
NC  Adamawa Mumuye tat Sh83
NC  Ubangian ‘Bodoe taar Ro08
NC  Gbaya Logba 1ta
NC Kwa Guang Gonja 3sa Sn8&9
NC Kwa Twi &sd
NC Kwa Ewe etd
NC Kwa Ga E'tE Kr99
NC Kwa Ega ita ALKCI
NC VN Yoruboid Yoruba &ta
NC VN Edoid Epie isaa E83
NC VN Igboid Igbo atd
NC VN Nupoid Nupe guta Bal4
NC VN Idomoid Idoma eta Ar64
NC  Ukaan PU tas Abd
NC  Ayere Ahan ita FI
NC EBC Kainji Lopa taara RMB
NC EBC Plateau Fyem taat RMB
NC EBC Lower Cross  Anang it4 Co91
NC  Bantoid Mambiloid Somyev taar Co
NC Bantu PB tatd BLR3 2811
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30. new
Family Subgroup Language  Attestation Gloss Source
PWN -phua-, -phwai- new M
Tegem- Lafofa Tegem be(lili) new  Sch81b
Amira
Tegem- Lafofa Tegem péélin new RCS
Amira
Atlantic South Sherbro sana new Wi07
Gur Dogose fen- new  Win07
Adamawa Mumuye polo new Sh83
Ubangian Kpatiri fana  neuf, nouveau Mo95
Ama-lo fo  neuf, nouveau Mo95
Kwa Gonja popar? new Sn&9
Ga hee new Kr99
Bantoid Grassfields Limbum fi [M] new SIL
Bantoid Grassfields Ndemli fefe new Ng99
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