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1 Introduction 

This is a dictionary of the So language of NE Uganda, a fast-disappearing forager language whose speakers 
are assimilating to nearby Karimojong. Unlike the related Ik, it has had relatively little attention, although it 
is clearly of similar importance. The present manuscript was prepared in conjunction with a grammar of So 
by Eithne Carlin (1993). The file was a relatively old computer format and took considerable conversion and 
reformatting time, hence it has lain untouched for some time. The present document is a preliminary version 
for circulation. I hope to give it further attention and re-organise it in ways to make it more useful as well as 
putting in Kuliak etymologies. 
 
So is divided into three major dialects, defined by the three mountains on which they are settled; 
 

Reference name Vernacular Mountain Acronym 
Tepes tepes Moroto Tp 
Kadam katam Kadam Km 
Napak yog toŋi Toŋi  

 
Dialect variants in the dictionary marked by the acronyms given above. 
 
So useful plants are described in Heine &  Konig (1988). There is a little-known ethnography of the So by 
Laughlin & Algeier (1979) and some lexemes have been drawn from that. However, it sometimes seems they 
were not known to informants and this is marked in the text. 
 
So has a typical Nilo-Saharan three-term number system, where the middle term is often unmarked and 
singulatives and plurals or collectives may be formed from it. The unmarked term is presented as the head word 
and the singular, plural or collectives is shown in Column. 2. 
 
N.B. The Ethnologue entry for So claims there is a dictionary but gives no reference. As far as I know no such 
document exists. 
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So Dictionary 
 
Headword sg./pl. PoS English Example, additional information 

a. a-ʊg 1  v. ripen   
a. a-ʊg 2  v. cook  ɪɗ-a it is ripe, it is cooked 
-a  pron. my 1p. sg.  
a'a  excl. no a'a, in-(i)yec-isa No, I don't know 
aɓ  v.s. be warm, hot  aɓ-t-ɛs become hot. aɓ ɓaak ic his 

body is hot 
aɓ. aɓ-ʊg  v.s. be afraid, fear  aɓ-ɛs be cowardly. nɛɓ aɓ-ɛs 

coward 
abak  n. fever  (L & A 1979:337) Not known; cf. 

rɔn  
aɓalaŋit  n. powdered soda salt 

stone, mixed with 
snuff 

< Karimojong (a-balaŋit) loan 
commonly used. cf. lɛgɓ-at  

aɓan  excl. I don't know  
aɓat. aɓɗ-ug  v.s. think, believe  
ac. ac-ʊg  v. to come cf. Ik ats 
-ac  v.a. ventive marker   
acʊlɔ-at  pl. ŋacʊlɔ n. bead  Cf. Karimojong acilo-it pl. ŋacilɔ 
ad  pl. ed-i v.s. be broad, large, wide  
ad 1  pl. ed-is n. tree, shrub  ad forms one of the five life forms, 

i.e., family-like plant groupings 
distinguished in So biotaxonomy. 
All trees, bushes, shrubs and a 
number of forbs belong to this life 
form. 

ad 2  pl. ed-is n. medicine   
ad 3 pl. ed-is n. poison  
ad-ʊk pl. ed-s-ʊk v. to poison goal case;  kɛ-ʊg nɛɓ ad-ʊk to 

poison someone 
ad nɪ gab-ak  pl. ed-is in gab-ak n. plant whose fruit is 

eaten 
 

ad nɪ iɓ-s-ak  pl. ed-is in(in) 
iɓ-s-ak 

n. grain beater See iɓ-ug 

ad acawo  n. plant sp.  See ad ekw-ek  
ad bɛj  pl. ed-is bej-i n. plant sp. acacia seyal lit. ‘white tree’ 
ad cɔk-ɪsc-ak  pl. ed-is 

cɔk-ɪsc-ak 
n. plant sp. lit. ‘tree of churning calabash’  

ad cip-at  n. arrow shaft lit. ‘arrow tree’  
ad ɗoeak  pl. ed-is ɗoeak n. plant sp. ɗolichos 

oliveri Schweinf. 
lit. ‘baboon's tree’  

ad ɗu  pl. ed-is ɗu n. plant sp. Sterculia 
rhynchocarpa 

lit. ‘red tree’  

ad ekw-ek  pl. ed-is ekw-ek n. plant sp. also called 
adacawo  

lit. ‘eye tree’  

ad iɗ  pl. ad iɗ-e n. plant sp. lit. ‘milk tree’  
ad ilgwe-e  n. toothbrush lit. ‘teeth tree’  
ad iman  pl. ad iman-ut n. plant sp.  lit. ‘black tree’  
ad imdu  n. plant sp.  lit. ‘bed bug tree’  
ad imin (Km), ad 
imen (Tp)  

 n. plant sp.  lit. ‘night tree’  
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Headword sg./pl. PoS English Example, additional information 

ad ipac or pelel-at pl. ed-is ipac n. plant sp.  
ad ɪpɪdɪpɪ-at (Km) pl. adɪpɪdɪpɪ-ut n. plant sp.;  ɛ-dɪpɪdɪpɪ  
ad kaposkot  pl. ed-is kaposkot n. plant sp.   
ad kɔkɔr  pl. ed-is kɔkɔr n. plant sp. lit. ‘coarse tree’  
ad kʊrʊk  n. plant sp.  lit. ‘crow tree’ see ad usak  
ad mɛc  pl. ed-is mec-ot n. plant sp. Canthium 

spp. 
lit. ‘tortoise tree’  

ad nɪwɛt-ak  pl. ed-is (in) 
wɛt-ak 

n. medicinal plant lit. ‘tree to be drunk’ 

ad ome-at  pl. adome-ut or 
edome-at 

n. plant sp. Cordia 
sinensis 

 

ad rɔn  pl. ed-is rɔn n. plant sp.   
ad tios  pl. ed-is tios n. plant sp. lit. ‘fever tree’  
ad uɠur-s-ak  pl. ed-is uɠur-s-ak n. stirring stick, mingling 

stick 
 

ad uno  n. tree trap lit. ‘rope tree’, for catching small 
animals such as dikdik, hares and 
rats 

ad usak (Km) pl. ed-is usak n. plant sp. lit. ‘crow tree’ See ad kʊrʊk Tp 
ad-ak (Km).  n. lip plug lit. ‘mouth tree’ 
ag  prep. in, inside, within  ag-o source case, ag-ɔk goal case; 

nɛkɛ ag-o ir He is in the house 
ag an  pl. ag-en-ek n. palm of hand  
ag becin (Km)  n. western part of Mount 

Kadam 
lit. ‘left inside’  

ag ɗak  n. fireplace lit. ‘in fire’. nɛkɛ ag ɗak  She is at 
the fireplace cf. ug-a ag ɗak put 
into the fire! 

ag gɛnɛk  adv evening, around 7 pm.  See aka-gɛnɛk  
ag kwal  p.n. eastern Mount Kadam i.e. the area where there is shade in 

the evening 
ag sɔcɔn  p.n. northwestern Mount 

Kadam 
i.e. the area where there is shade in 
the morning 

ag tɛg  pl. ag tegw-e n. sole of foot  
agal sg. agal-at n. wrist knife  
aɪtarɛŋ-at (Km) pl. aɪtarɛŋ-ut n. plant sp.  e-itarɛŋ  
aj. aj-ʊg  v. take, seize, catch cf. rɔ-ʊg  
aj-ɛs  v. 1 marry (of 

man) 2 seduce a girl 
 

aj-a.  aj-a-g v. help  
aj-ʊ. aj-ʊa-g v. take away  
ajaj.  ajaj-ʊg v. to chew cf. Ik ats’ 
ak-ug  v. to harvest   ak-c-eu collect (you pl.) fruit!  
ak (keny)  n. tale, history   
ak 1 pl. ek-ek n. mouth  maak ɓuɓ-isa ak-ic? Don't I hear 

his voice? ak sɔ So language, ak 
lɔk Karimojong language. cf. Ik 
aka 

ak 2 pl. ek-ek n. voice   
ak 3 pl. ek-ek n. language  
ak-ir (Tp), ak-i, 
ak-ak-i (Km) 

pl. ak-ir-e n. 1 door 2 lineage, clan  lit. ‘mouth of house’  
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Headword sg./pl. PoS English Example, additional information 

ak-oɗ pl. ak-oɗ-ut n. gate of cattle pen   
aka (Km)   adv. of long ago   
aka-cɔn  adv. early morning (4-7am)  
aka-gɛnɛk  adv. evening (ca.7pm). cf. ag-gɛnɛk  
aka-yat  adv. morning (7-10am)   
akal (Km) pl. akal-e n. 1 kitchen  ɛ-kal ; akal get family named after 

goats, akal ʊ family named after 
grass, etc. 

akal pl. akal-e n. 2 clan, family   
ak-ɛk  pl. akek-ut n. door, gate   
akɛrɛt (Km) sg. akɛrɛt-at n. calabash used for 

churning 
cf. cɔk-ɪsc-ak  

akɪr(ɪ)kɛt (Km).  n. feast of spearing beast   
akw-at pl. ekt-e n. leather string, rope   
ap. ap-ʊg  v. be afraid, fear See aɓ  
apa  part. negative imperative   
apɛnɛk (Km)  pl. penk-an n. beard   
apua (Km)   n. dust   
ar  n. smoke motoka ar lit. ‘smoke car’railway 
ar-koii  n. tobacco (unground), 

tobacco smoke  
lit. ‘hyena smoke’  

araman  n. sacred kensan  shrine (L & A 1979:158)  
ar. ar-ʊg, ar-ɛs  v. butcher, skin. iɗ-ar-ak lɔ the cow has been 

skinned 
arɪ  pl. arɪ-ɪk n. entrails, guts cf. Ik aréa 
ariaŋ 1  coll.n. town, town dweller 

(Tp),  
 

ariaŋ 2   coll.n. European, westerner 
(Tp),  

 

ariaŋ 3 (Km)  coll.n. government   
ariaŋ-at (Km).  n. governmental, official 

matter  
 

arɪt. art-ʊg  v. have diarrhoea arit ica He has diarrhoea 
arita  n. trap, any kind of 

deadfall  
(L & A 1979:228; not known) 

arkan  n. cow which has given 
birth to dead calf 

cf. Pokot arak  

arokon-at  n. axe for hollowing out 
beehives  

 

art-ʊg  v. have diarrhoea See arɪt  
as sg. as-at n. thorn   
as  pl. es-ek n. body ɓoɓɗ-a ʊ gima es-k-ak Rub your 

body with oil! 
as. as-ʊg  v. prepare food (except 

maize mush) 
as moro Cook beans!; as e-at 
Cook meat! cf. ɪr-ʊg  

asad.  asd-ʊg v. dream   
asapan (Km).   n. male initiation rites entrance to elders' age-set, by 

passing through a series of 
ceremonies; includes slaughtering 
a bull (see L & A 1979:122, 191) 

asd-ʊg  v. dream See asad  
asik  pl. s(i)kot n. bird sp. picks millet from the fields 
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Headword sg./pl. PoS English Example, additional information 

asika  n. tobacco plot  (L & A 1979:206) Not known to 
our informants K.: esike tobacco 
plot, see ruɓut taba  

asɪpka-at  pl. asɪpka-ut n. plant sp. P. 
at  v. say  
at-a  v. tell someone   
at ŋɔlkɔny (Km)   v. fall down   
ata  part a little  
atamar, atɛmar 
(Km)  

 conj that, whether See tɪ-ak  

atipei (Km)   adv. fast, quickly cf. lɔwɛl  
atɪt  int is it so?  
atuk  a., 

adv. 
little   

awan  pl. ewen-e n. moon, month cf. Ik ar/agwan 
awgulɛd  pl. awgul-ut n. wrist knife See agal  
awi (Km)   n. cattle camp, built on 

the upper mountain 
slopes. 

See eu lɔ  

aya  pron. 1p sg. (subject and 
object)  

 

ayaɓ  v. flow ayaɓ kaceu The river is flowing  
baaŋ, baaŋ-ʊg 
(Km)  

 v.s. be stupid, dull cf. ɓaŋ  

bar pl. ber-i a. sour  
batal  pl. bedl-i a. flat ija batal a flat place  
bedl-i  a. flat. See batal  
bɛj  pl. bej-i a. white  
bɛl  pl. bel-tin n. club, stick  
bɛl pl. bel-i a. silver (colour) us-ie bel-i lit. ‘silver things’ or in 

bel-i lit. ‘which are silver’ money 
bɛlbɛl kwɔŋkwɔŋ  id ?  
bɛlɠɛn  n. God kɛrɛ bɛlɠɛn things,items 
belkeke (Km)   n. money   
ber-i pl.  n.  sour See bar  
bilig. bilg-ug  v. change, turn around  
bilig-met (Km)   v. change, turn over ɪ-bilg-ɪmet-ɪsa I have turned over 

(e.g., while sleeping)  
bilg-a. bilg-a-g  v. reply   
bɪs. bɪs-ʊg  v. eat without chewing  e.g. of toothless old people 
bɔ  prep. near  
bɔl-at 1 pl. bɔl-ɪ n. lid of gourds, 

calabashes 
 

bɔl-at 2 pl. bɔl-ɪ n. plant sp.  whose fruit resembles lid of gourds 
bur, bur-ug, 
bur-c-ug 

 v. uproot (e.g. plants)  

bus. bus-ug  v. till, weed bus-es nɛɓ kubl-uk The man is 
weeding with a hoe 

ɓa(-c). ɓa(-c)-ʊg  v. say, tell, explain, 
speak. 

 

ɓa-ʊg sij  v. cheat, tell a lie  
ɓaae, ɓa  n. father, father's brother   
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Headword sg./pl. PoS English Example, additional information 

ɓaak pl. ɓɛɛk  n. body  
ɓarany 1  (Km) pl. ɓarny-ot n. horn (instr.) cf. pɪs  
ɓarany 2 pl. ɓarny-ot n. gun, rifle  
ɓɛ-ɔ (Km)   v.s. be lost ɪ-bɛ-ɔ-isia we are lost 
bɛɛc-u-a  v. be finished  ɪ-ɓɛɛc-ʊ-a kwɛ It has stopped 

raining  
ɓecin  n. left ir ɪɔɔn mɛɛ-ɔɔn mɔ ɓecin That 

house is on the left 
ɓɛr. ɓɛr-ʊg  v. build, mould  ɓɛr-ʊg ɗom to mould pots 
ɓerec (Km) pl. ɓerc-ut n. bed  
ɓɛrjɛj coll n. insect sp. harmful to crops 
ɓes pl. ɓes-ek n. ear   
ɓes-ua. ɓes-ua-g 
Tp, ɓes-ɔ-g (Km) 

 v. get lost  

ɓɪ. ɓɪ-ʊg  v. give  ɓi-a-sa rap-at Give me some 
maize mush! 

ɓi, ɓia  pron. you 2p sg. 
-ɓia  pron. your  2p sg  
ɓiɓli (Km), ɓebli 
Tp 

sg. ɓiɓli-at/ 
ɓeɓli-at 

n. mountain tree sp.  

ɓɪnyiny sg. ɓɪnyiny-at n. leech cf. Pokot pɪnyɪny  
ɓɪr. ɓɪr-ʊg  v. be unable  known to only a few people) 
ɓɪr(-a). ɓɪr-ʊg  v. pour into, infuse, feed  
ɓɪt. ɓɪt-ʊg, ɓɪt-ɛs, 
ɓit. ɓɪt(Km) 

 v. beg, ask for  

ɓit-ug  v. sprout  ɪ-ɓit ed-is The trees have sprouted  
ɓitia  pron. you 2p.pl. This pronoun is used in both 

subject and object position. 
-ɓitia  pron. your  2p. pl.  
ɓɔ, ɓɔ-ac (Km)   v. peel (e.g. fruit)  
ɓoan (Km)  coll. n. bushbuck  cf. meet  
ɓoɓɗ-a. ɓoɓɗ-a-g  v. rub fat on something ɓoɓɗ-a-sa gima-at as-ɪk I am 

rubbing oil on my body 
ɓɔd. ɓɔd-ʊg  v. hit, beat (e.g. with a 

whip) 
 

ɓokon (Km)   n. land inhabited by 
people  

 

ɓokotan  n. land, world, country, 
earth.  

ɓokotan sɔ So country; ɓokotan lɔk 
Karimojong country 

ɓɔl pl. ɓolt-in, ɓol-e n. cliff, rock, slope of 
mountain 

 

ɓɔlɔk pl. ɓolk-e or 
ɓolk-ot 

n. round neckless 
calabash, 
large-mouthed gourd  

 

bom pl. bom-tin n. frog (L & A 1979:338; not known) 
ɓɔn, ɓɔn-ɛs (Km), 
ɓɔn-ʊg 

 v. give birth (of humans) ka-ɓɔn(ɪ)-k -a-sa tukt-o I was born 
in the plains /lowlands 

ɓɔnw-an  pl. ɓɔw-i n. natural beehive in 
rocks 

 

ɓoŋr-an pl. ɓoŋr-i n. gorge, valley  
ɓoyos pl. ɓoys-ot n. temple (anat.)  
ɓuɓ. ɓuɓ-ug  v. hear, understand, obey ɓuɓ-a ɓaae-ɓi (Km) Listen to your 
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Headword sg./pl. PoS English Example, additional information 

father! 
ɓuɗ. ɓuɗ-ug  v.t./v.i. hide ɪ-ɓuɗ ica lɔ He has hidden a cow; 

aya ɓʊɓɛ nan ɪ-ɓuɗ I hid myself; 
ɓuɗ-ak be secret; kere ɓuɗ-os 
secret, hidden things 

ɓuɠur pl. ɓuɠr-ek n. heart   
ɓuɠu-an pl. ɓuɠw-en-ek n. palm of hand   
ɓuun sg. ɓun-at p.n. Karimojong   
ɓurkuc sg. ɓurkuc-at n. knee-cap, knuckle   
ɓʊs. ɓʊs-ʊg  v. climb, go up  
ɓʊs-ac. ɓʊs-c-ʊg  v. come up  
ɓuse  inv.a. brownish-grey ɓuse lɔ The cow is brownish -grey 
ɓuyan sg. ɓuyn-at n. dust   
ca sg. ca-at n. white ant, edible ca-at (Tp) white ant hill  
ca ed (<- ica ed)  part. only that kwar ɪsa gab-s-at-a ca ed I want 

only my food. see ed  
ca sg. ca-at n. white ant, edible ca-at (Tp) white ant hill  
ca-a. ca-a-g 1   v. smear with clay, 

paint;  
ca-a-sa do-at ir-ak I cover the 
house with clay  

ca-a. ca-a-g 2   v. tan hides  
ca-ac (Km)  v. finish gab mɔ ca-ac eat up! 
caɓ. caɓ-ʊg  v. 1 make fire by friction 

2 mix food with 
mingling stick (ɪŋɛs) 

caɓ ɪsa ɗak I make fire; caɓ ɪsa iɗ 
rap-at I am mixing gruel 

ca-ɔ-k (Km)  v. be exchanged see cɛ-ɔ  
caɛ-at,  pl. caɛa-ut n. grass sp.   
caɪ  n. tea, sugar cf. cap, gim See caɓ < Swahili? 
cap   cf. caɓ   
cɛ. cɛ-ɛs  v. sweep cɛ-ac gwas-at ir The woman is 

sweeping the house 
cɛɓɔmɔy-at,  pl. cɛɓɔmɔy-ut n. plant sp.  cf. Pokot cɛpɔmɔy 
cɛc pl. cec-i, ce-tin n. honeyguide  
cɛ-ɔ (Km)  v. exchange goods (for 

marriage) 
 

cɛc. cɛc-ʊg  v. kick ɪ-cɛc-a-sa ɔm tɛkɛt A donkey has 
kicked me in the chest 

cedum or cedum  (coll.) n. (1) ant-hill (2) ant sp. edible, comes out in late afternoon 
cɛɛs or nɛb cɛɛs  n. sorcerer, witch  
ceɠɗ-an sg. ceɠɗ-an-at n. plant sp. used for 

firesticks  
Cordia ovalis, C. sinensis 

ceɠɗ-at  pl. ceɠd-an n. stick for drilling fire  
cem. cem-ug (ka) 
(Km) 

 v.s. stay (with) ka-cem-ac ɗoeak ka yoɠ  Baboons 
and people lived together 

ceni  imp. come on!   
cerere (coll.) n. bird sp. whose cry (cerere, ɪn a lɔ cerere, 

where are the cattle?’ is said to 
remind one of one's debts 

cewili (Km) (coll.) n. dikdik cf. cuuli  
cɛlŋɛn-at pl. cɛlŋɛn-ɪ n. shin of front leg of 

livestock 
 

cɛ-ʊa. cɛ-ʊa-g  v. sweep See cɛ  
ciɓ-at  n. arrow See cip  
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cidid. cidid-ug  v. drink one's fill cidid-isa gɪ ariaŋ I drink my fill of 
tea  

cikos  v.s. be cold also cikwa be cold. cikos-i iɗ The 
milk is always cold. mʊ cikwa 
kaka ɪt was cold yesterday 

cɪlw-at or cɪlɪ-at  pl. cɪlw-e n. clitoris   
cip sg. cip-at n. 1 arrow (point) 2 

bullet. 
cip-at pu poisoned arrow 

cɪr. cɪr-ʊg  v. flee, escape (of one 
person) 

cf. mɛr 

coɠr-at  (Km) pl. coɠr-on n. dancing bell cf. na-coɠron plant sp. the dry 
pods of which make a sound like 
dancing bells 

cono-kaa  adv. day before yesterday   
cono-kwɛn  adv. day after tomorrow   
conot or conʊt  adv. always   
coro sg. coro-at n. plant sp. Acacia hockii 

?  
 

cɔ  v. 1 dawn 2 shine.  ɪ-cɔ It has dawned. ɪ-cɔ awan The 
moon is shining 

cɔc pl. keok n. boy, youth Goal case: cɔc-ɪk or cɔc-ʊk . cɔc-a 
my son; cɔc ɗakwas(-a) (my) 
sister's son; cɔc-ɔj (-a) (my) 
brother's son; cɔc mama(-a) (my) 
mother's brother's son; cɔc 
ɗaɗa(-a) (my) mother's or father's 
sister's son 

cɔɔ-a. cɔɔ-a-g  v.s. be late ɪ-cɔɔ-a-sa I am late 
cɔk coll. n. body of anan calabash   
cɔk-ɪsc-ak (Tp) pl. cɔk-ɪsk-cak-ɪ n. calabash for churning cf. ɪsac  
cɔlɔl  v. drip cɔlɔl ir The roof is leaking 
cɔms-at  pl. cɔms-ɪ n. plant sp.   
cɔs  n. lack of meat, salt etc ɪ-gab cɔs lɔ The cows are lacking 

salt  
cɔs. cɔs-ʊg, cos-ɛs  v. hit (e.g. with stick) dɛ a cɔs-ɛs He likes hitting 
cuɓ coll. sg. cuɓ-at; 

cuɓ-an-ut 
n. sharpening stone   

cʊɓ. cʊɓ-ʊg  v. refuse, forbid, disagree  
cuɓ.cuɓ-ug  v. 1 sharpen 2 agree with, 

accept 
cuɓ iɓe Sharpen the axe! cuɓ ɗi 
Accept the matter! 

cuc sg. cuc-at n. fly  
cuc iman sg. cuc-at iman n. dung-beetle lit. ‘black fly’ alternatively called 

nɪmt nɪ ɪj lit. ‘the one of dung’ , or 
nɪ tur ɪj lit. ‘the one that pushes 
faeces’  

cucuk. cucuk-ug  v. tan hides (by rubbing)  
cuɗ pl. cuɗc-ek, cuɗ-e n. 1 headdress, plaited 

hair 2 beard  
 

cun. cun-ug  v. 1 cut, trim (e.g. with a 
knife) 2 circumcise 

ɪ-cun-ak ɪm pl. ɪ-cun-ak keɓe The 
girl has been circumcised  

cun-i. cun-i-ug  v. cut into small pieces   
cuuli or cewili (coll.) n. dikdik  
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(Km) 
dac. dac-ʊg  v. to slap   
dam  n. brain cf. Karimojong ŋadam  
daŋ  conj. also, too  < Karimojong. ko-ga-sa (aya) daŋ 

I'll go too 
dau pl. deu-tin n. bushbaby   
dɛ (k)a  v. to like  ( ka = with’ . dɛ-ɪsa ka ga-ug I 

want to go 
dɛd. dɛd-ʊg  v. to go   
dɛg,  pl. deg-i a. brave, cruel ŋɛt-at nɪdɛg pl. ŋɛt deg-i a brave 

man 
dɛg. dɛg-ʊg  v. to be cruel dɛg ica He is cruel  
decog  v. to be insane  decog ik-ic He (his head) is insane 
deu-tin  pl n. bushbaby See dau  
di. di-ug  v. to take away, carry   
di-ac. di-c-ug  v. to fetch, bring di-c-a wam-ik kwɛ Fetch the old 

man water! 
di   See ɗi   
dig, tunɛ(n) dig  prep. near   
diko pl. diko-ut n. leopard see ɗiko  
diŋan.diŋn-ug  v. to be wet, become soft. oɠ-a ag ɔk kwɛ no- diŋan ! Put it 

into the water so that it will 
become soft! 

diu  v. to thunder ɪ-diu cɛs There is thunder 
do sg. do-at n. ochre, coloured clay do bɛj white clay, do ɗu red clay, 

do munyaŋ yellow clay etc. 
dɔd-a, dɔad-a. 
dɔd-ʊg 

  See ɗɔɗ-a   

dog. dog-ug (Km)  v. to smear head with 
clay  

 

dɔɛan,  sg. dɔɛn-at, 
dɔɪn-at (Km) 

n. weeds   

dɔg (coll.) n. mud   
dɔg. dɔg-ʊg  v. to be wet mak nɔ-dɔg kus The clothes are 

still wet 
doɠol,  pl. doɠl-an, doɠl-e n. guinea-fowl   
don,  sg. don-at n. wax  
doron pl. doron n. (1) mouthpiece of 

pipe, (2) dirt 
doron ir dirt in fireplace, doron 
peet smut in pipe 

duu  (coll.) n. bird sp.   
duɠ. duɠ-ug (Km)  n. dance   
ɗaɗa  (pl. ɗaɗ-ut, rarely 

used) 
n. grandmother, maternal 

or paternal; maternal 
or paternal great aunt 

 

ɗak pl. ɗekw-ek n. fire   
ɗakwas(-a)  (pl. ɗeks-uk, 

rarely used) 
n. (my) sister paternal 

cousin 
 

ɗe-sit. ɗe-sit-ug  v. to prepare   
ɗeɗe sg. ɗeɗe-at n. plant sp. Albizia 

gummifera  
 

ɗeɗ-uɠa  n. maternal grandmother, 
including co-wives of 

cf. ɗaɗa  
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grandmother 
ɗɛpɛt. ɗɛɓɗ-ʊg  v. to tie, fasten   
ɗes. ɗes-ug  v. to be enough ɪ ɗes-a-sa gabs-at The food is 

enough for me. see ɗɪ 
ɗes. ɗes-ug  v. to be ready ɪ ɗes-mos-ɓa kɛnʊ You are ready, 

aren't you? 
ɗergw-at pl. ɗergw-e n. plant sp. Rhus 

natalensis  
 

ɗɛʊ pl. ɗeuy-ek n. snake   
ɗɪ. ɗɪ-ʊg, ɗɪ-a-g  v. to be enough, to be 

satiated (e.g. of beer, 
tobacco, etc.).  

ɪ ɗɪ-a-sa taba I've had enough 
tobacco. see ɗes  

ɗi, disg. ɗi-at or 
ɗin-at  

(pl. occasionally 
ɗi-ok) 

n. word, matter, news, 
problem 

 

ɗian. ɗin-ug, 
ɗin-ɛs 

 v. to speak, discuss, chat ɗian ones! Speak now!; mʊ ɗian 
ɪsa ka itia I have talked to them 

ɗian ɓuɠr-uk   to grumble  lit. ‘speak at heart’  
ɗiɗiɗ. ɗiɗiɗ-ug  v.i. to shake, tremble   
ɗiɗi(l)ɠw-e,  pl n. tick. See ɗilɠw-at  
ɗiko, diko pl. ɗiko-ut n. leopard cf. ɗiŋa nariɓ(-at)  
ɗilɠw-at pl. ɗilɠw-e, 

ɗiɗi(l)ɠw-e 
n. tick   

ɗim. ɗim-ug  v. to refuse, forbid   
ɗimn-ɔ-g (Km)  v. to uproot and throw 

away  
 

ɗin-ug  v. to speak, discuss, chat See ɗian  
ɗin-at  n. matter, word, news, 

problem 
See ɗi  

ɗinɗeu sg. ɗinɗew-at n. plant sp. Combretum 
gueinzii  

 

ɗiŋa pl. ɗiŋ-e (Km) n. leopard cf. ɗiko, nariɓ  
ɗir-at pl. ɗir-e n. plant sp.   
ɗoɓ pl. ɗoɓ-e n. rhinoceros   
ɗoɓ. ɗoɓ-ug  v. to knead, mould, beat 

repeatedly 
ɗoɓ-isa ɔm-ɔn I beat the donkeys 

ɗoɗ. ɗoɗ-ug  v. to be in pain ɗoɗ nɛɓ ɔɔn That person is in pain 
ɗoɗ-a. ɗoɗ-a-g  v. to ache ɗoɗ-a-sa u My belly is aching  
ɗoeak pl. ɗoeak n. baboon   
ɗɔɗ-a, ɗɔaɗ-a. 
ɗɔɗ-ʊg 

 v. to show ɗɔɗ-a-sa oɗ! Show me the way!. 
ɗɔɗ-a keɓc-ik oɗ! Show the 
children the way! 

ɗɔɠɔ pl. ɗɔɠɔ-ut n. (1) hollow of knee (2) 
ankle  

 

ɗom pl. ɗom-ek n. earthen pot ɗom ariaŋlit. ‘European pot’ 
aluminium pot 

ɗom-os. 
ɗom-os-ug 

 v. to fight   

ɗɔt. ɗɔt-ʊg (Km)  v. to enter, pass by cf. ruc  
ɗu  a. red ɠwek ɗupl. ɠwek-e ɗu a red bird. 

ɗuc-on redness 
ɗu-ekw-e-at pl. ɗu-ekw-e n. plant sp. Pleurostylia 

capensis ?  
lit. ‘red eyes’  
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ɗu-ik-at-cebalim  n. plant sp.  lit. ‘the head is red’  
ɗʊa  v. to take to   
ɗuc-on  n. redness See ɗu  
ɗuɠ, dug (Km), 
ɗuɠ-ug 

 v. to dance, jump while 
dancing  

 

ɗuɠ pl. ɗukc-ek v. dance(n), dancing 
place 

nɛkɛ ica ɗuɠ-o or nɛkɛ ica ag ɗuɠ 
He is at the dancing place 

ɛ  int. what?   
(y)e-at yey (coll.) n. meat   
ɛɓ pl. eɓ-ek n. (1) horn, (2) snuff 

container, (3) smoking 
pipe  

 

ɛɓ pl. ɪɓr-an (Km) n. axe cf. iɓe  
ɛɓ pl. eɓ-ek n. friend ɛɓ-ɓi your friend  
ɛɓɛɗ. ɛɓɗ-ʊg   to bind (e.g., with 

rope) 
See ɛpɛt  

ɛɓɛl pl. eɓel n. knife   
ebʊɔ pl. ebʊɔs-ɛ n. back apron < Karimojong  
ebukolo  n. sorghum cultivar (L & A 1979:210; not known)  
ed (Km)    only isia ed we alone cf. ca ed  
ɛd-ɔ (Km)   together   
ɛd-ɔ  v. to be together kɔ-ɛd-ɔ-mse ka nɛɓ ɔɔn I'll be with 

that man  
ɛd-ʊg  v. to live together ɛd-iine We stay together  
ɛd-ɛs  v. (to be) one, alone ga-sa nɔ-ɛd-ɛs-a I am going alone; 

ɛd-ɛs kaceu There is only one 
river; ɛd (i)mos-umse We are as 
one, of one spirit  

ɛd-ɛn  a. some, other See ɛdɛn  
ɛd-ɔ  adv. a bit nu ɛd-ɔ Wait a bit!  
ed-i  pl a. large, broad, wide See  
ɛdɛs  num. one, alone See ɛd-ɛs  
ɛdɛn pl. esin a. some, other ɛdɛn ad-ʊk another tree. 
ɛdɛ(n) nɛɓ-ʊk  pron. someone laa ŋɛn-ɪsa ɛdɛ nɛɓ ʊk nɔ-ɔt-ac ijan 

I haven't seen anyone passing here  
ɛdɛs  n. woods, forest (L & A 1979:354; not known)  
edual-at pl. edual-e n. front apron cf. Karimojong adual  
eɗ-ug  v. to escape, flee   
eɗ. eɗ-ug  v. to carry on back, 

shoulder 
eɗ-iɓa su-o ɓia You carry it on 
your back 

ɛɛɗ-ʊg ka  v. to have, own.  
ɛɗɛɓ pl. ɛɗɓ-an n. tongue   
ɛɗɛɓ-lɔ pl. eɗɓ-e-lɔ n. plant sp. whose flower 

resembles a cow's 
tongue 

lit. ‘cow tongue’  

eɗ-elin sg. eɗ-elin-at n. burdock  lit. ‘carry sheep’  
eɗ-keɗ-ot  n. plant sp.replantable  lit. ‘carry field platform’  
egwalo-at pl. egwal-ut n. finger knife  cf. Karimojong e-gɔlo 
ɛɠ, ɛg (Km);   prep. behind ɛɠ-ɔ source, ɛɠ-ʊk goal case  
ɛgara-at  n. plant sp. Canthium 

pseudosetiflorum 
cf. Karimojong ɛ-gara 

eit. et-ug  v. to be satiated ɪɗ-eit-isa I am satiated  
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ej, ɪj (coll.)   n. ground, below kolog ej an This ground is good; 
oɠ-a ej! Put it down! ej-a source, 
ej-ak goal case  

ɛjɪj.ɛjɪj-ʊg  v. to leave cf. ɛsɪj 
ek   int. where?  ek-o source case  
ɛk pl. ekw-ek n. eye   
ɛk ɓuɠu pl. ekw-ek ɓuɠu n. soul  lit. ‘eye of heart’  
ɛkabic, kabic pl. ŋɪkabicɔ n. cabbage  < Karimojong, probably from 

English) 
ɛkadeli pl. ŋikadelio n. plant sp. Commiphora 

africana  
< Karimojong ɛ-kadeli 

ekaɗoluai  n. plant sp.  also akaɗoluai 
ɛkɛn pl. eŋn-an n. greater kudu  ɛkɛn tukutlit. ‘plains kudu; Km) 

lesser kudu 
ekɛrikan  n. hunter  (L & A 1979:341; not known) see 

nɛɓ raɓ ɛs 
ɛkɛrʊ   See nakɛrʊ   
ekeu, ekeu pl. ekeu-ut n. rope of trap, snare   
ekikoŋ  n. wooden hammer to 

pound skins  
< Karimojong see nakiɠoŋ 

ekitunguru pl. ŋikitunguru-i n. onion < Karimojong, probably from 
Swahili 

ek-o  int. where? nɛkɛ ad ek-o Where is the tree?. 
see ek 

ekolonyo (coll.) n. dung-beetle  < Karimojong 
ɛkopo pl. ŋɪkopoi n. cup, tumbler  < Karimojong, probably from 

English) 
ɛkɔsɪm-at pl. ɛkɔsɪm-e n. tail  cf. Karimojong ɛ-kɔsɪm 
ekt-e  pl. n. leather string, rope See akw-at  
ekucan-at pl. ɛkʊcan-ut n. plant sp.   
ekukurit pl. ŋikukuritɔ n. insect sp.  < Karimojong 
ekuleu-at pl. ekuleu-ut n. plant sp.   
ekun (Km)   because   
ɛkʊraw-at pl. kʊra n. plant sp. Acacia 

brevispica Harms  
 

ɛkw-ac. ɛk-c-ʊg  v. to begin, start, go first, 
precede 

ɛkw-ai ɓa (<- ɛkw-ac ɓa) gab ɛs 
You start eating!; ɛkw-ai(<-- ɛkw- 
ac) ŋɛt The men go first 

ɛkw-ak ŋam  n. ceremony held e.g. 
when crops are in 
danger of destruction 

lit. ‘the sorghum is started’ 
blessing of the sorghum  

ɛkwakwa-at pl. ɛkwakwa-ut, or 
ɓanan-at 

n. plant sp.   

ekwes  excl. isn't that so?   
ɛkwɛsɛ, erobo  excl. yes, indeed   
ɛl pl. el-tin n. well   
ɛl  n. thirst ɪ-gab-a-sa ɛl The thirst is killing 

me 
elaŋ ɗu sg. elŋ-at ɗu (Km) n. plant sp.   
ɛlɛn pl. elin n. sheep   
ɛlɔb pl. ŋɪɔbaɪ n. hartebeest  < Karimojong see emt-os ɗu  
elupe-at  n. clay for making pots  cf. Karimojong e-lupe 
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ɛm. ɛm-ʊg  v. to swell ɪɗ-ɛm tɛg The leg is swollen  
ɛm-ac. ɛm-c-ʊg  v. to start swelling   
ɛmakɛt  n. market < Karimojong, probably from 

English) 
ɛmɛ pl. emr-an, eme n. (1) valley, saddle on a 

ridge, (2) gap between 
teeth 

 

ɛmɛt (coll.) n. ancestor   
ɛmk-an. pl n. shoe, sandal See amʊk 
ɛmɔtɔtɔ pl. ŋimototoin n. banana plant  < Karimojong 
emt-os pl. emt-e, emt-an n. (1) wild animal, (2) 

animal  
 

emt-os ɗu pl. emt-e ɗu n. hartebeest lit. ‘red animal’ See ɛlɔb 
emuyembe pl. ŋimuyembe-i n. mango tree  (Karimojong loanword, possibly 

from Swahili mwembe ) 
emuria sg. emuria-at n. dogstooth grass 

Cynodon dactylon (L.) 
Pers. 

 

ɛn. ɛn-ʊg  v. to vomit ɛn-at conot He is vomiting all the 
time 

en, e(n)robo  excl. yes eɗ in gab-ak? erobo, gab-ak Is this 
fruit edible? Yes, it is. 

enc-ug  v. to lie down See enuc  
enkon  n. sleep enc-ug enkon to sleep  
eno gi-ok  adv. some day ac-iine ŋɛn-ɪmɔs eno gi-ok We'll 

meet some other day 
enuc. enc-ug  v. to lie down enuc ej! Lie down!. enuc enkon! 

Go to sleep! 
enyanya (coll.) n. tomatoes  (Karimojong ɛ-nyanya , from 

Swahili nyanya ) 
enyit. enyt-ug, 
enyt-es 

 v. to look at ai (<--ac) nɔ ɓa enyit us- ien! 
Come and look at this! 

eŋn-an pl n. greater kudu see ɛkɛn 
ɛpaipai pl. ŋɪpaipaia n. papaya tree  (Karimojong loanword, probably 

from Swahili papaya ) 
ɛpɛt, ɛɓɗ-ug  v. tie, fasten ɛpɛt-ɪsa rɔm I fasten miraa twigs 
ɛr (Km) coll n. smallstock, including 

calves  
 

ɛr. ɛr-ʊg  v. to be near apa gaʊ ija yag, no-er-ɓa ɗon't go 
far away, stay nearby! 

er. er-ug  v. to return ɪɗ-er-a-sa kicoloŋ-a I have 
returned to my stool  

erek pl. erk-on, erk-ot 
(Km) 

n. honey container  (whose lid and base are made from 
skin) 

eri. eri-ug  v. to look at ɛnan ŋɛn-ɪɓa? eri-isa kus-in What 
are you looking at? ɪ'm looking at 
the clothes.  

ɛrɪɪma pl. ŋɪrɪɪmain n. sorghum cultivar  < Karimojong 
eriny. eriny-ug  v. to wring out   
eriti  v. to have diarrhoea   
ɛrkɛny sg. ɛrkɛny-at n. plant sp.   
erkon pl. erkot n. honey container cf. erek  
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erobo, ɛkwɛsɛ  n. truly   
erokon-at pl. erokon-e n. carving axe, adze  cf. Karimojong e-rokon 
ɛs-ac  v.i. to return  
ɛs-t-ac  v.t. to return ko-ɛs-t-ac-ɪsa ratɪ ɓi(a) I'll return 

your money  
es-ek pl body See as   
ɛsabit pl. ŋisabitɔ n. week  < Karimojong 
ese  v.i. to return   
eset. est-ug (ɗi-at)  v. to investigate, inquire, 

ask something 
 

ɛsɪj. ɛsj-ʊg  v. to leave See ɛjɪj . ɪɗ ɛjɪj-ɪsa ɓia/ɓia, gaʊ I 
have abandoned you, go!  

esin pl. pron. some, other See ɛdɛn  
ɛskɛk pl. ɛskek-e n. fence   
ɛsɔm-at pl. ɛsom-e n. plant sp.   
ɛst-a-g  v. to repeat cf. ɛs-t-ac  
estos (Km)  v. to cry ɪɗ-estos ɔm The donkey has cried. 

See etos  
esuc  v. (1) to do afterwards, 

(2) to creep up on. 
noko esuc-ɓa Then do it 
afterwards! 

etek (Km)  n. thing mek etek It is nothing  
etic  n. work < Karimojong  
etin-an pl. etin-e n. river-bed, slippery 

slope  
 

ɛtɪrwai pl. ŋɪtɪrwa (Tp) n. plant sp. Sorghum 
rigidifolium  

cf. Karimojong ɛtɪrʊai pl. ŋɪtɪrʊa 
See atɪrʊ-at (Km) 

ɛtɔɔ (Km)  int. why?   
etos, estos (Km). 
ets-ug 

 v. to cry, roar, bark, etc. 
of animals 

etos ɠwek A bird is singing; etos 
koii A hyena is crying 

eu pl. eu-ek,  n. homestead, village  eu-o source case 
eu lɔ  n. cattle camp, built on 

the upper mountain 
slopes  

or awi (Karimojong )  

eu sɔ  n. So land  or ɓokotan sɔ  
eu te  n. family of Te   
ɛʊk, ɛʊk-an sg. ɛʊk-at n. flower See ɪɔk  
ewan (coll.) n. soil ɓuse ewan The soil is brown  
ewapet-at pl. ewapet-ut n. plant sp. cf. Karimojong e-wwapet 
ewen-e  pl n. month See awan  
ewi  v. to fall, sink, set (of 

sun, moon). 
iɗ-ewi gi The sun has set (= the 
time between 4 and 6 pm)  

ey-at, e-at  sg. n. meat see yey  
eya  n. maternal or paternal 

aunt  
 

eyelel  n. plant sp. Acacia 
drepanolobium  

< Karimojong, used in the Moroto 
area besides wesɗ-at ) 

eyoliɔ  n. neck snare  < Karimojong  
ga. ga-ʊg  v. 1 go  ga-ʊ cer-ug! Go quickly!;  
ga. ga-ʊg  v. 2 die ka-ga-ʊ ɓaae-a iskwet My father 

died long ago. 
ga ɪj or ga ɪjw-a  v. defecate  lit. ‘go to faeces’ 
ga-ac. ga-c-ʊg  v. fetch  
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gab. gab-ʊg, 
gab-ɛs 

 v. eat  

gab-ɛs coll. n. maize mush, food mi-isa ɪta gab-ɛs Give me some 
maize mush! 

gab-s-at  n. food, maize mush gab gab-s-at! ɛat something! 
gas. gas-ʊg  v.t. 1 bite, sting 2 hit with 

an arrow, bullet 3 
bleed cattle 

ɪ-gas-a-sa cuc-at A fly has bitten 
me. gas-ɛʊ lɔ Bleed the cattle!. 
gas-c-ɛʊ ɪta sɛ ɠet some blood (by 
bleeding cattle)! 

gas-ʊ. gas-ʊ-g  v. spread out, stretch 
oneself 

gas-ʊ en-ek! Stretch your arms! 

gɛl (Km)   n. See ɠɛl  
gɛm-ʊg  v. harvest gɛm-a ŋam Harvest the sorghum!  
gɛm. gɛm-ʊg  v. bite, taste gɛm-ʊg nakɔŋa (Tp) taste beer 
gɛn sg. gɛn-at n. louse  
gɛnɛk (Km)  adv. yesterday  
get  coll.n. goat get-o source case, get-uk goal case 
gɛt. gɛt-ɛs  v. 1 collect garden 

rubbish 2 till, clear for 
cultivation 

 

geu (Km)  v.s. stay, live ka-gew-ak and we stayed 
gɪ  v.s. be extinguished ɪ-gɪ ɗak The fire is out. 
gɪ-sɪt. gɪ-st-ʊg  v. extinguish (fire)  gɪ-sɪt ɗak ɛxtinguish the fire! gɪ-sɪt 

ak-ɓi Shut your mouth! 
gɪ sg. gi-at n. 1 honey 2 honey beer, 

beer 
 

gɪ ariaŋ sg. gɪ-at ariaŋ n. 1 sugar 2 tea (sweet) gɪ-at ŋam honey dew smut, 
harmful to crops 

gi  n. sun  
gi  n. day gi ɛdɛs or gi ɛɛdɛs one day 
gi-ek pl. gisek n. 1 day 2 noon gise(k) nɛbɛc two days; gise-en 

these days. gi-ok goal case. eno 
gi-ok some day 

gig sg. gɪg-at n. bee  
gim sg. gim-at n. 1 clay, soil   
gim sg. gim-at n. 2 earth, land, ground  
gim sg. gim-at n. 3 sugar  
gim lɔ sg. gim-at lɔ n. salt lick ɪg-ʊa lɔ ag gim! Take the cattle to 

the salt lick! 
gima pl. gima n. oil, fat gima-at one portion of (cooked) fat 
gis-ak  pl. gisa-ek-ek n. lip   
gɔd. gɔd-ʊg  v. cry   
gog-om  v.s. 1 be split, cracked, be 

broken 2 flee in all 
directions 

ɪ-gog-om kicoloŋ The stool is 
cracked; apa gog-om rɛ Don't 
break the trough!; ɪ-gog-om yoɠ 
The people are fleeing in all 
directions 

gog-m-ok  n. crack   
gogo or gogo-ut  n. colobus monkey Po: seetid ; K: ɛcemwa )  
gogos. gogs-ug  v. 1 split, break (e.g. 

eggs, gourds) 2 knock 
bones (to extract 
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marrow) 
gog. gog-ug  v. guard, (e.g. field)   
gorony  pl. gorny-ut n. hedgehog  
gɔt-oon (Km)   like this gab gɔt-oon Eat like this! cf. gwat- 
gud pl. gudc-ek, gud-e n. navel  
gʊg. gʊg-ʊg 
(Km)  

 v. watch fields (from a 
platform) 

 

gʊj. gʊj-ɛs  v. shave See gwɪj  
gwad. gwad-ug  v.s. be few yoɠ gwad few people 
gwag pl. gweg-i v.a. hard, strong. neɓ gwag pl. yoɠ gweg-i a strong 

person 
gwas-at (Km), 
gwes 

pl. gwas (Tp) n. woman, wife gwas-t-ɪk or gwas-t-ʊk goal case. 
gwas-at nɪ manaŋ (lit. ‘little 
woman) the youngest wife, bride; 
gwas-at nɪ wa (lit. ‘big woman) the 
first wife; gwas-at ɓaae(-a) wife of 
father; gwas-at mama wife of 
mother's brother. ɔŋɔ nɪ m gwas-at 
elephant cow; get nɪ m gwas-at 
nanny-goat  

gwat. gwat-ʊg  v. give birth ɪ-gwat lɔ The cow has given birth; 
ko-gwat-ɪɓa naman! (lit. ‘you'll 
give birth now) this phrase is used 
to threaten someone  

gwat-c-ug, 
gwat-c-ak 

 v.s. be born  (mostly of animals) 

gwat-  n. kind, manner  
gwatɛ  int. how?  
gwat-ɔɔn   like this  (lit. ‘that kind) 
gweg-i  pl a. hard, strong See gwag  
gwɛj pl. gwej-an, 

gwej-e 
n. giraffe   

gwes pl. n.  woman, wife gwes-ik or gwes-uk goal case see 
gwas  

gweti pl a. small, narrow See manaŋ  
gwɪ(ɪ), or gui. 
gwɪw-ɪg, gwɪ-ɛs 

 v. fall ko-gwɪ-ɓa You will fall; ɪ-gwɪ ad 
The tree has fallen 

gwɪ-sɪt  v. drop  
gwɪj. gwɪj-ʊg  v. shave gwɪj ik (lit. ‘shave head) Cut your 

hair! See gʊj  
gwij sg. gwij-at n. armyworm  
gwinyn-at  n. flower of gwinyn-at 

tree  
 

ɠɛɠɔn (Km) sg. ɠɛŋn-at n. resin   
ɠɛl pl. ɠek n. ox  
ɠɛlɛɗ pl. ɠeleɗ n. plant sp. Terminalia 

brownii 
 

ɠemac. ɠemc-ug  v. 1 live, sit, stay 2 
menstruate 

ɠemac gwas-at nɛkɛ ag awan (lit. 
‘the woman stays in month) The 
woman is menstruating. cf. geu 
(Km) 

ɠemc-ug  n. behaviour, character ŋe auca ɠemc-ug na kolog Auca 
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lacks a good character. 
ɠɛŋn-at (Km)   n. resin See ɠɛɠɔn  
ɠeon pl. ɠeon-ut n. fig tree, Ficus 

sycomorus 
 

ɠiɠ pl. ɠiɠ-ek (Tp) n. face  
ɠiɠ pl. ɠiɠ-ot (Km) n. front  
ɠoɠo  pl. ɠoɠo-ut n. Colobus monkey  
ɠoɠoi pl. ɠoɠc-ut (Km), 

ɠoɠwe pl. ɠoɠ-ut 
(Tp) 

n. python  

ɠomoj, ɠomj-e sg. ɠomj-at n. plant sp. Cyperus sp. ?  
ɠor sg. ɠor-at n. plant sp. 

Dichrostachys cinerea 
(L.) & Am. 

 

ɠuɓ  n. foam   
ɠuɠ. ɠuɠ-ug  v. buy Also: ɠuɠ-ac  
ɠuɠ-ua. ɠuɠ-ua-g  v. sell ɠuɠ-u! Sell it! 
ɠuɠl-at pl. ɠuɠl-ot n. plant sp. Strychnos 

spinosa 
This plant taxon has the following 
sub-spp.: ɠuɠl-at ɗoeak baboon's 
ɠ~; ɠuɠl-at get goat's ɠ.; ɠuɠl-at 
young people's ɠ~. 

ɠule sg. ɠule-at n. plant sp. Ziziphus 
abyssinicus 

 

ɠun  prep. at, to ɠun-a at my place 
ɠuon sg. ɠun-at n. plant sp. Vangueria 

acutiloba 
 

ɠwek  pl. ɠwek-e n. bird ɠwek ariaŋ pl. ɠwek-e ariaŋ 
chicken (lit. ‘European bird). ɠwek 
ariaŋ nɪ m(t) kik cock, rooster (lit. 
‘European bird which is a bull’) 

ɠwek cɛ-ɛs  n. bird spp. (lit. ‘sorcerer bird’), considered to 
be sorcerers cf. yut-at  

ɠwek kwɛ  pl. ɠwek-e kwɛ n. duck (lit. ‘water bird’) 
ɠwek soɠ  pl. ɠwek-e soɠ n. bird sp.  (lit. ‘mountain bird’) 
i (Km)   n. house See ir  
ɪ-mʊj-o gi (Km)  n. sunset  (lit. ‘the sun has set’) 
i nyal pl. i nyel v.s. dead nɛɓ i nyal pl. yoɠ i nyel a dead 

person 
ii, ic  int. who?   
ɪakw. ɪk-ʊg, 
ɪkw-ɛs 

 v. herd, protect ɪak get Herd the goats! 

ɪat. ɪt-ʊg  v. add, increase ɪt-a ici-kaak nakoŋa Add some 
beer to it for him! 

iɓ. iɓ-ug, iɓ-es  v. 1 beat grain, winnow 2 
clean (teeth) 

iɓ ŋam Beat the sorghum!; ad nɪ 
iɓ-s-ak grain beater; iɓ-isa ilgwe I 
clean my teeth 

ɪɓar-ɛs. ɪɓar-s-ʊg  v.s. be happy ɪɓar-ɛs nɛɓ an naɗe This person is 
very happy 

iɓ-at pl. icoɓ n. plant sp.  
ɪɓat pl. ɪɓɗ-ɔn n. garden, field   
iɓc-ug  v.s. stink, smell See ipac  
ɪɓɗ-ɔn  n. pl garden, field See ɪɓat  
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iɓe (Km)  pl. iɓr-an, ɪɓr-an n. axe cf. ɛɓ  
iɓɠ-i (Km)  pl. long, tall, high, deep See iɠiɓ  
iɓr-an  n. pl. axe See iɓe  
ic, i(i)  int who?   
-ic, -ik  pron. his, her  3.sg. 
ic sg. ic-at n. diviner  
ica  pron. he, she, him, her 3.sg. subj.& obj. 
ɪcam-ɛs keɓc-at   union of a couple  living together without marriage 

negotiations or exchange of bride 
price 

icɛ-ɓɛ pl. itɛ-ɓɛ (Km) pron. he/they alone, only   (Tp), ite-ɓe  
icenan  int look there!   
icoɓ pl. n. plant sp.  See iɓ-at  
iɗirɛ (Km)  int why?  
iɗ-iwi  n. afternoon  
iɗ  n. milk  
ɪg. ɪg-ʊg, ɪg-ʊ-a-g 
(Km) 

 v. 1 drive stock 2 beat 
grain 

 (Tp), ɪg-ɔ-g  

iɠe   part all  
iɠiɓ pl. ɪɓɠ-i v.s. be long, tall, high, 

deep 
See ijiɓ  

ɪɠlɔl-ac  v. pour in  
ɪɠlɔl-ʊg, ɪɠlɔl-ʊa-g  v. finish up ɪɗ ɪɠlɔl-ʊa-ise pɔk We have 

finished up the soup 
ɪɠɔ  adv. afterwards, later ko-ac ɪsa ɪɠɔ ɪ'll come later 
ɪj sg. ɪj-at n. faeces, dung ɪj get goat dung. ga-sa ɪj (w-a) I 

am going to defecate. ko ɪj ɓa 
naman! You will defecate now! 
(curse) cf. wat-at  

ɪj, ej  n. ground, below  
ija  n. place   
ija  part. relative clause marker 

of place 
 

ija-dɔg  n. wet place  
ija wena  n. steppe, plain without 

trees 
 

ija-n  adv. here  
ija-nɛn  adv. there   
ijiɓ pl. ijɓ-i a. long, tall, high, deep See iɠiɓ  
ik pl. ik-ek n. head   
ik  prep. on top of  
-ik, -ic  pron. his, her poss.pron.pref.3p  
ɪk-ʊg  v. herd, protect See ɪakw 
ɪk-ac  v. awaken See ik-ai  
ik-ai. ik-ai-ug  v. 1 rise, awaken, be 

awake 2 go away 
iɗ-ik-ai-sa I have woken up; 
ik-it-ak nɛɓ Someone has woken 
up; iɗ-ik-ai tums-e Clouds are 
gathering ik-ɛ-ai gi or ik-ɛ-ac gi 
(<- ik-ai-ac gi) sunrise (lit. ‘the sun 
has risen)  

ik-sit. ik-sit-ug  v. waken someone  
ɪkɛt. ɪkt-ʊg  v. strangle  
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ikɔc-ʊg (Km)  v. extract and eat marrow See kɔc  
ikot pl. ikok n. ant variety, red head, 

fangs, live with ca 
guard them, make 
holes for ca  

to come out of the ground 

ɪkw-ɛs   See ɪakw   
ɪkwa  int so ! is it really such 

that?  
ɪkwa la ga-ɓa? So you did not go?  

ɪkwac. ɪkwac-ʊg, 
ɪkwac-ɛs 

 v. write   

il-n-ug  v. grow old See ilw-an  
ɪlɛlan (Km)  v. hang up (e.g. maize)  
ileu  n.pl hag, old woman. See ilu-at  
ilog pl. ilgw-e n. tooth, tusk ad ilgw-e toothbrush (lit. ‘teeth 

tree) 
ilw-an. ilw-an-ug  v. grow old iɗ-ilw-an He has grown old. 
ilu-at pl. ileu n. old woman  
ɪm- (Km)  neg. negation marker   
ɪm, keɓc-at pl. ik n. girl, daughter ɪm mama daughter of mother's 

brother; ɪm tet(-a) daughter of 
father's sister 

ɪm-cap-ɪj  n. whirlwind   
im-eroko (Km)  adv. no longer  
ɪm-ɠoɠol pl. ɪm-ɠoɠol-ut n. snail, snail-shell  
ɪm-ɪ-ɓes (Km)  n. woodpecker lit. ‘the girl is lost’ 
im-teɠul (Km)  pl. im-toɠl-on, 

im-teɠl-an 
n. millipede  

im, iman  v.s. be black, silver, purple ɪɗ-im ɓokotan The country has 
become dark 

iman-t-es, 
imn-at-es 

 v. become black, dark iɗ-iman-t-es ɓokotan The country 
has become dark cf. im  

imn-ac (Km)  v. pull  
imn-ak  n. plant sp.  (lit. ‘it becomes black’), whose 

leaves (which make the mouth 
black) are chewed to clean teeth 

imn-at-es   See iman-t-es   
imbɔ pl. imbɔ-tin, 

imbo-ut 
n. frog   

imdu pl. imdu-ut n. bedbug  
imin. imn-ug  v. pull cf. imn-ac  
imir. imr-ug  v. lighten  
imke pl. imker-ot n. porcupine   
imn-uk  adv. during the night  (lit. ‘to the black’) ɪɗ-ac ica imn-uk 

He came during the night. cf. im, 
iman  

ɪmɔs. ɪmɔs-ʊg  v. do, make  
ɪmɔs-ak kwɛ   rainmaking ceremony  (lit. ‘rain to be made’) 
impɔɔ (Km) pl. impɔyɔk, 

impɔyɔk-ut  
n. hare  

ɪn  neg. no, it is not  
ɪn- (Tp), ɪm- (Km)  neg. negation marker kik ni mʊ-nyɛn-ɪsa kaka mʊt iman 

mʊ ɪn bɛj The bull ɪ saw yesterday 
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was black, not white 
in bel-i  n. money  (lit. ‘which is silver) 
ɪnɛn pl. inenen dem. demonstrative marker   
inia  pron. we 1 pl. incl. subj.& obj. 
-inia  poss. our  pron. 1.pl. incl. 
ɪnɪ, ɪnɪs (Km)  adv. so, then cf. ones  
ɪny. ɪny-ʊg  v. knock, pound  
iny. iny-ug (Km)  v. exist ɗi inen mo-iny kɪny Those matters 

existed long ago. 
ɪŋɛs pl. ɪŋs-ʊt n. mixer, mingling stick  
ɪɔk sg. ɪɔk-at n. flower See ɛʊk  
iɔɔn  dem that   
iɔnɪd  conj. therefore  
ipac. iɓc-ug  v. stink, smell   
ɪr. ɪr-ʊg  v. 1 prepare 2 stir ɪr rap-at! Prepare the maize mush! 
ɪr. ɪr-ʊg  v, to cultivate ɪr ɪɓat! Cultivate the field! 
ɪr-ʊg  n. cultivation   
ir. ir-ug  v. 1 swear (Tp) 2 

assemble (Km) 
 

ir (Tp), i (Km),  pl. ir-kon n. house, hut   
ir bɛlɠɛn  n. large beehive-shaped 

grass hut with a small 
round door on the 
upper slopes of Mt. 
Kadam and Mt. 
Moroto  

(lit. ‘house of God’) 

ir ɗak  n. matches  (lit. ‘fire house’) 
ir ɪj  n. latrine  (lit. ‘house of faeces’) 
ir teɠel  n. 1 scrotum (Tp) 2 

sheath for testicles 
during cold or rainy 
weather 

(lit. ‘house of testicles’) 

ir wac (Km)  n. bladder (lit. ‘house of urine’) 
irany. irny-ug  v. stand  
irɓa  v. impregnate (animal) iɗ-irɓa kik lɔ-ɔk The bull has 

serviced the cow 
ires (Km)  v. growl  
ɪrɪny-ac  v. twist See rɪny-ac  
iriɓ. irɓ-ug  v. fly, jump iɗ-iriɓ ɠwek The bird has been 

flying. 
ɪrɪr (Km)  v. cut meat into strips and 

hang up to dry 
 

irit. irit-ug  v. 1 regret 2 startle (Km) irit-isa gwat-an iɗ-ik-ai ɓaae-a I 
regret that my father has left 

irny-ug  v. stand See irany  
irny-at-es  v. become heavy, 

pregnant  
 

iros  coll.n. stone boundary around 
plot of land 

yec-isa iros I know the boundary 

ɪsac. ɪsc-ʊg, ɪsj-ʊg  v. shake (e.g. tree, milk 
gourd). 

cf. cɔk-ɪsc-ak  

ɪsɛŋ. ɪsɛŋ-ʊg  v. breathe  
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ises. ises-ug  v. steal  
isia  pron we  1. pl. excl. subj. & obj. 
-isia  poss our  pron.1 pl. excl. 
isin   that is  
iskon sg. ir n. temporary hut put up 

in the bush  
 

iskun  conj because gɔd ica iskun mek gab-s-at He is 
crying because there is no food. 

iskwet  adv. long ago  
ismot  adv. a short while  
ɪt-ʊg  v. add, increase See ɪat  
-it  pron. their  poss.pron.3pl.  
it-ac  v. arrive  
it-at pl. it-e n. piece of hide  
it(at) (Tp)  v. break iɗ-it-um tɛg/ɔk The leg/bone is 

broken 
ɪta (Tp)  part a bit, some ɪta ŋam some sorghum; mi-isa ɪta 

kwɛ ijan! Give me some water! 
ita  int when?   
itan. itan-ug  v. spread oneself out on 

the ground 
 

ite, itiei (Km)  cop. it is  
ite-ɓe (Km)  pron. themselves See icɛ-ɓɛ  
itia  pron they, them 3.pl. subj.& obj. 
itolak  n. divorce  (L & A 1979:248; not known) 
ɪtɔmarian (Km)  v. struggle with   
iyanɛ  int why?   
iyec-ug  v. know See yec  
iyel sg. iyel-at n. plant sp. Asparagus 

flagellaris (Kunth) 
Bak. 

 

iyen  int. which?   
iyoe  n. mother See iyoy  
iyon  num three  
iyot, yut-at 1 pl. yut-in n. thief  cf. ɠwek cɛ-ɛs  
iyot, yut-at 2 pl. yut-in n. mountain bird sp. 

considered to be a 
sorcerer 

 

iyoy pl. iyoy-ut n. mother, aunt 
(maternal), wife of 
father's brother 

 

jar. jar-ʊg, jar-ɛs  v. refuse, forbid  
jar sg. jar-at n. small red ants 

(inedible) 
 

jewa, jowa sg. jew-at n. guts, colon  
jewa get  n. plant sp. (lit. ‘goats' guts) goats are said to 

grow fat on it 
jij. jij-ug, jij-ɛs  v. remain, stay jij-ɓa, ga-sa! You stay here, I will 

go! ko-a ŋam jij ismot nɔ-a ones 
The sorghum will be ripe soon. 

jɪk (Km)  adv. always, completely   
jɔ-ʊg  v. copulate  
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jɔ pl. jo-an (Km) n. hyrax  
jɔɗ sg. jɔɗ-at n. string, rope, thread  
jɔg  coll.n. hunger ɪ-gab-a-sa jɔg I am hungry (lit. 

‘hunger eats me) 
jɔg pl. jog-i a. green, unripe, raw. mak gab-s-at nɔ-jɔg The food is 

still raw (not yet cooked) 
jɔg-ekwek  n. disease (lit. ‘green eyes’) cf. Pokot 

koloswa  
jogom sg. jogom-at n. plant sp. Sclerocarya 

birrea  
 

jorog pl. jorg-an n. klipspringer Pokot kɔrɪnya  
jowa coll. n. guts, colon See jewa  
juɗ pl. juɗc-ek n. lower leg, lower arm  
jujut. jujt-ug, 
jujt-es 

 v. suck  

julnan-ʊg, 
julnan-ɛs 

 v.s. be lazy ɪ-julnan-ɪsa or julnan aya I am 
lazy; itia inen(i) julnan It is they 
who are lazy 

jus(-at). jus-ug  v. pinch  
jʊʊt. jʊt-ʊg, jʊt-ɛs  v. milk  
ka  prep. with, and, occasionally 

shortened to a  
dɛ (k)a gab-ɛs He likes eating; iɗ 
ka sɛ milk and blood 

kabic (Km)  n. cabbage See ɛkabic  
kac. kac-ug  v. warm oneself (at the 

fire) 
kac-ise ɗak We warm ourselves at 
the fire. 

kaceu pl. kaceu-ut n. river   
kad. kad-ug 1  v. to cut (trees), carve  ed-is (in)in kad-ak tenus plants 

from which beehives are cut 
kad. kad-ug 2  v. to split  
kad-ac. kad-c-ug  v. to defeat, cut ɪ-kad-ac-ɪsa nɛɓ kɛman-uk/ag 

kɛman I have defeated him in 
fighting 

kaadol pl. kaadol-ut n. edible part of galls of 
Acacia drepanolobium 

 

kaka (Tp)  adv. yesterday kaka aka-yat yesterday morning 
kakas pl. kaɠs-ɪ n. plant sp. Erythrina 

abyssinica DC 
 

kalɛ pl. kale-ot, kale-ut n. spoon  
kalɛ bɛlɠɛn  n. plant sp.  (lit. ‘God's spoon) 
kaman (Km) pl. kemn-ot n. girls` front leather 

apron 
 

kamaaran pl. kamaaran-ut n. plant sp. Ormocarpum 
trichocarpum (Taub.) 
Engl 

cf. Pokot kamaaran  

kan. kan-ʊg  v. lick, scrape out and 
lick  

 

kanaka pl. kanaka-ut, 
kank-e 

n. camel  

kance pl. kance-ut n. thread for sewing 
beehives ( tenus ) 

 

kance sg. kance-at n. plant sp. whose stem is used for making 
thread for beehives (tenus) 
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kanɪɛs  pl. kanɪɛs-ut, 
kanɪɛs-e 

n. honey badger   

kank-e  n.pl camel See kanaka  
kany. kany-ug  v. wait kany aya ɛd-ɔ Wait a while for me! 
kapʊsan (Km) sg. kapʊsan-at n. salt derived from 

stones, e.g. in caves, 
taken along with snuff 

 

karɛny coll. n. seed of pumpkin, 
calabash plant 

 

kasim sg. kasm-at n. (1) dried up sugarcane, 
(2) cane  

 

kaw sg. kaw-at n. plant sp. Craibia 
laurentii (ɗe Wild)  

 

kayap-at pl. kayap-ut n. tree sp. Piliostigma 
thonningii  

 

kɛ-ac (Km)  v. to appear, become 
visible (of something 
or someone expected) 

ɪ-kɛ-ac gi The sun has come out. 

ke-a  prep. outside See kɪ-a 
keɓc-at pl. ik n. girl keɓc-at(-a) (my) daughter cf. ɪm  
keɓc-at ɠwek pl. keɓe ɠwek  n. egg  cf. lɔkɪt (Tp) 
keɓe  pl n. children See lakwan  
keɓen pl. keɓn-ot, 

kemn-ot  
n. cave  (Km) 

keɓun sg. keɓn-at n. black parts from millet 
cobs  

 

keɗ, ked (Km) pl. keɗ-ot, ked-ot 
(Km) 

n. platform (in fields)   

kɛj pl. kej-e n. potsherd   
kej. kej-ug  v. to guard   
kɛl-ʊg  v. to fry   
kɛlai (coll.)  n. plant sp. used 

medicinally  
 

kɛlkɛl-at pl. kɛlkɛl-e n. plant sp.   
kɛm. kɛm-ʊg  v. to quarrel, fight  ɛna kɛm-ak What is the cause of 

the quarrel? 
kɛm-an  n quarrel, war   
kem-c-ug   See ɠem-c-ug   
kemn-ot (Km)  pl n. front apron for girls See kaman kemsun, sg. kemsun-at 

plant sp.used as binding material 
kɛn. kɛn-ʊg  v. to kill ka-kɛn a-ɓa bɛlɠɛn koŋilai God has 

killed you, it is over i.e. it is not we 
who killed you; spoken at the end 
of a funeral). kɛn-ʊ nɛɓ ad-ʊk : to 
poison someone 

kenro sg. kenroy-at n. plant sp. used for roof thatching 
kɛnsan  n. ghost cult kɛnsan-at elder of the kɛnsan cult. 

For details of the kɛnsan cult, see 
Laughlin & Laughlin (1972) 

kɛnʊ  int. tag question. ɪ-lɔ-a ɓa ag ir, kɛnʊ You have 
entered the house, haven't you?  

keny pl. kens-e n. year   
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keny-kwet  adv. some years ago   
keor-ot pl n. liver See keoo  
keok pl., keyk-ok goal 

case 
n. boy, youth See cɔc 

keoo pl. keor-ot n.  liver   
ker-at pl. kere, kɛrɛ n. (1) thing, (2) bead, (3) 

iron, (4) money, (5) 
load 

 

kɛrɛ ɓokotan  n. things of the world or 
things of God’ things, 
items 

or kɛrɛ bɛlɠɛnlit. 

kɛrɛ   really   
kerenɗus-at pl. kerenɗus-ut n. plant sp. used medicinally in various ways 

cf. Pokot karɛntus 
kero. kero-g (Km)  v. to draw water for 

livestock 
 

kesat pl. kɪsijan n. digging stick  (L & A 1979:336; not known 
kɛsɛn pl. kese, kɛs-ɪ 

(Km) 
n. shield   

kɛt (Km)  v. to collect milk from 
many people and put it 
in one container  

 

ketket sg. ketket-at n. plant sp. Albizia 
anthelmintica  

 

kɪ-a (source case)  prep. outside of house ica nɛkɛ kɪ-a He is outside of the 
house (but within the enclosure) 

kican-ug  v. to disturb apa kican-a-sa! ɗon't disturb me!  
kicoloŋ pl. kicolŋ-ot n. stool, chair  < Karimojong 
kɪd, kɪdʊɛ sg. kɪd-at n. intestinal worms   
kɪɛŋ. kɪɛŋ-ʊg, 
kɪɛŋ-ʊa-g 

 v. to rest   

kɪgɪr-ug  v. to write  < Karimojong 
kik pl. ki-uk n. bull kik ɠwekpl. ki-uk ɠwek-e cock, 

rooster; ɔŋɔ nɪ m kik male elephant; 
narib ni m kik male leopardcf. kol  

kil pl. kil-in n. thin stick, switch, rod   
kɪlam. kɪlam-ug   to curse ɪ-kɪlam-a-sa ica He has cursed me 

< Karimojong 
kilel pl. kilel-ut n. very large tree sp.  grows high up in the mountains 
kɪmal. kɪmal-ʊg  v. to greet kɪmal-ɪsa ɓia I greet you  
kɪmar. kɪmr-ʊg  v. to count   
kinɠes-at pl. kinɠes-ut n. plant sp.  used to make girls' necklaces 
kinos. kinos-ug  v. to limp, be lame kinos ica gwat ɔon He limps like 

this. 
(ka)kɪŋwal(-ɛs)  v. to be lame  < Karimojong 
kɪny (Km)  adv. long ago   
kɪnyɔm sg. kɪnym-at n. seed   
kiria  v. to spend the night no-kiria ɪnɪ in nowa And then they 

spent four nights  
kɪrɪ-ʊa-g  v. to take snuff  < Karimojong 
kirit-ɔ (Km)  v. to take and carry away 

(repeatedly)  
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kisan. kisn-ug  v. to divide, distribute kisn-a moro! Distribute the beans! 
kɪsas pl. kisc-an n. brand on livestock   
kisn-ug  v. to divide, distribute See kisan  
kɪtam, kɪtam-ac. 
kɪtam-ʊg, 
kɪtam-c-ʊg 

 v. to think (Karimojong akɪ-tam) cf. tɔtam-ʊg 

kɪtan  adv. well ɠemai (<- ɠemac) kɪtan Behave 
well!  

kɪtan pl. keet-i n. tree sp. used for sticks (bɛl, kil) 
kitir. kitir-ug  v. to be able to kitir-isa ko-ac-a I am able to come  
kiuk (coll.)  n. (1) sprouted seeds (2) 

bulls 
cf. kik  

kiwur (Km)  v. to disturb, be a 
nuisance  

 

kɔɓ pl. koc n. calf   
koɓri (coll.) n. flying ants (edible)   
kɔc. kɔc-ʊg, 
ikɔc-ʊg (Km) 

 v. to extract and eat 
marrow  

 

kɔc sg. kɔc-at n. scabies   
koc   n.pl. calves See kɔɓ  
kɔcɔ (Km)  adv. tomorrow morning ko-enuc-ise kɔcɔ We'll stay until 

tomorrow morning cf. cɔ 
kɔd-at iman pl. kod-e, kod-i n. plant sp. Acacia 

mellifera Benth 
lit. ‘black k . 

kɔdat pl. kɔdat-in n. hooked thorn cf. Pokot kɔdat  
kɔd-at  n. sorghum cultivar   
koɗɓ-an (Km) pl n. wing See kotoɓ  
koɠl-an  pl n. armpit See kokol (Km),  
koj. koj-ug  v. to guard  (e.g. property) 
kɔk. kɔk-ʊg  v. to shut, cover kɔk-ɛʊ ek-ek ɓitia! lit. ‘shut your 

mouths’ Shut up (pl.)!; ɪ-kɔk 
naɠeɠe ɓokotan The country is 
covered in fog 

kok-at pl. kok-an n. beeswax   
kok-at pl. kok-ɛ, kok-ti n. hill   
kɔɔk pl. kook-an (Km) n. shinbone   
kɔkɛl (Tp), kɔɠl-at 
(Km),  

pl. kɔkɛl n. planet   

kokol pl. koɠl-an n. armpit See ukokol  
kɔkɔr  a. coarse cf. ad kɔkɔr , forb sp. with coarse 

leaves 
kɔkɔt. kɔkt-ʊg  v. to cook ɪ-kɔkɔt-ɪsa ɗom I have put the pot 

on to boil  
kɔk-ʊs. kɔk-s-ʊg  v. to cover (refl.) one’s 

own body 
cf. kɔk 

kol pl. kora n. billy-goat, he-goat  
kɔlɛ pl. kɔlɛ (Tp), 

kɔlɛsg. kɔlɛ-at 
n. fish   

kɔlɛ-at pl. kɔlɛ-ut n. plant sp.   
kɔlɪl (coll.) n. cultivated plant  bears cucumber-like fruit 
kɔlɪl as sg. kɔlɪl-at as n. plant sp. Cucumis 

figarei Naud. 
lit. ‘thorn k~’  
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kolog pl. rare: wwer, 
kol-t-og 

a. good, nice  lakwan kolog pl. keɓe kol-t-og 
nice child  

kolog-sɪt-a-g 
(Km), 
kolog-tɪs-a-g (Tp) 

 v. to make happy   

kɔlɔŋ  adv. long ago < Karimojong see oko keny  
kɔn pl. kon-ek (Km) n. sinew  
konɓ-e (Km) pl n. wing See kotoɓ  
kɔŋɪn  adv. in vain iɗ-ac ɪsa kɔŋɪn I have come in vain 
koŋkoŋ sg. koŋkoŋ-at n. tuber on ɗinɗew-at tree  
kopir-at pl. kopir-e n. feather  < Karimojong 
kor pl. kort-in, kor-ut 

(Km) 
n. place for slaughtering 

or for drying sorghum  
 

kora  pl n. billy-goat See kol  
kori  conj. or  < Karimojong 
koro pl. kor-ek, koro-ut 

(Km) 
n. dry season   

kɔrɔr sg. kɔrɔr-at n. arrow feathers   
kɔrpɔt sg. kɔrpɔt-at n. plant sp. weed 
kosic pl. kosic n. plant sp. provides excellent firewood 
kosoŋ pl. kosŋ-an n. thigh  
kɔt-an pl. kɔt-ɪ n. udder  
kotoɓ pl. kotɓ-ot, 

konɓ-e, koɗɓ-an 
(Km) 

n. wing   

kʊ-  v. to wish (obsolete) mar-eu kʊ iiɗe You (pl.) may get 
angry if you like; ga kʊ ɓa! Go if 
you want to! 

kʊ. kʊ-ʊg  v. to recover   
kʊ-ac, kʊɛ-ac. 
kʊ-ʊg, kʊɛ-ʊg 

 v. to pick out a thorn   

kʊɓ sg. kuɓ-at n. foam   
kʊɓal, kuɓal pl. kuɓal. kuɓl-uk 

goal case 
n. hoe   

kuɓut pl. kuɓt-an, kuɓut n. (1) hat, (2) lid of erek 
container 

 

kuc sg. kuc-at. kuc-uk 
goal case 

n. (1) charcoal, (2) nail   

kud. kud-ug  v. to collect, pick up   
kuɗo pl. kuɗo-ut n. (1) dog (2) twin (Tp) cf. lalaʊ 
kʊɛ-ʊg  v. to pick out thorn   
kʊɪ-sɪt. kʊ-sɪt-ʊg 
(Km) 

 v. to cure, heal   

kʊɪ. kʊ-ɔn  v. to be cured  ɪ-kʊɛ-sa I am cured 
kʊj. kʊj-ʊg  v. to guard (immovable 

property) 
kʊj ɪɓat Guard the field! cf. ɔkɔn  

kuk(-a)  n. (1) (my) son's wife, 
(my) brother's son's 
wife, (2) (paternal) 
grandfather (Km). 

kuk ɓaae(-a) (my) great 
grandfather. see kuku  

kukt-ug  v. to throw   
kukt-ua-g (Tp),  v. to throw away   
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kukt-ɔ-g (Km) 
kuku  n. grandfather, paternal 

or maternal, brother of 
father's or mother's 
father  

 

kul pl. kul-ot, kul-tin 
(Km) 

n. lake, pool   

kululu pl. kululu-ut n. ostrich   
kun   at, to See ɠun  
kʊnɔɔd   yourselves  cf. kʊpɔɔd 
kuŋn-e (Km) pl n. knee see kutum  
kʊpɔɔd   yourself  cf. kʊnɔɔd 
kur. kur-ug  v. to creep, crawl kur-ɔ ɪj-ak (Km) Crawl on the 

ground!  
kʊrʊ  n. dry season  (January to April) 
kʊrʊk pl. kurk-ot (Tp) n. crow cf. usak (Km)  
kus pl. kus-in n. (1) skin of small 

animals, (2) clothes 
 

kʊt. kʊt-ʊg  v. to blow   
kʊt. kʊt-ʊg (Km)  v.i. to boil ɪ-kʊt-ac kwɛ The water has boiled. 
kut pl. kut-e n. cow hide, hide of large 

animals, sleeping skin  
 

kutum pl. kutm-e (Tp), 
kunŋ-e (Km) 

n. knee   

kutm-, kutm-an   to kneel   
kwakwaa pl. kwak-ut n. plant sp. Albizia 

amara  
 

kwal  n. (1) right(side), (2) east 
(Km)  

 

kwar. kwar-ɛs, 
kwar-ʊg 

 v. to search for, want 
(Km) 

kwar ɪsa gau I want to go; 
kwar-ɪsa ica na-ac or kwar-ɪsa ica 
yon ac I want him to come. 

kwarkwar-at pl. kwarkwar-ut n. plant sp. Cissus 
rotundifolia  

 

kwɛ. kwɛ-ʊk goal 
case 

 n. (1) water, (2) rain   

kwɛ-at  n. gruel   
kwɛ-ekw-ek  n. tears  lit. ‘eye water’  
kwɛ(ɛ)n  conj. or  
kwɛnɔd (Km)  conj. furthermore   
kwi  n. (1) river or spring 

water (2) tapped water 
See kwɛ 

lado pl. lado-ut n. hairy tail end   
laɛ. laɛ-ʊg, laɛ-ɛs  v. to sow, plant seeds cf. lɔɛ 
lag. lag-ɛs, lag-ɔ-g 
(Km) 

 v. to spit  lag-ɔ-sa (Km) I spit 

lag sg. lag-at n. saliva   
lagw-ak (Tp), 
lag-(ɗ)ɔk (Km) 

 n. saliva   

lakwan pl. keɓe n. (1) child, (2) daughter, 
(3) prophet 

lakwan-a my daughter, daughter of 
my mother's brother; 
lakwan-ɗakwas(-a) (my) sister's 
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daughter; lakwan-ɔj -a) (my) 
brother's daughter; lakwan-tet(-a) 
(my) father's sister's child cf. ɪm 

lalaʊ (Km) (coll) n. twins ɪ-ɓɔn lalaʊ She has given birth to 
twins cf. kuɗo 

lalʊ-at, lalc-at  pl. lalc-ɪ n. plant sp.  
lald-at pl. lald-e n. plant sp. Lannea fulva   
lalʊ-at pl. lalaʊ (Km) n. twin See lalaʊ  
la(a)n  neg. not (yet).  
lat (naɗe)  excl. Hello! (greeting) Reply: mek esin There is nothing.  
lɛɓ  adv. slowly ɪmɔs lɛɓ! ɗo it slowly!  
leɓ pl. leɓɗ-in n. (1) bowl used as a 

scoop, (2) broken 
piece of gourd  

 

lɛgdot pl. lɛgdin n. slave  (L & A 1979:348; not known) 
leg (Km)  v. to have a hiccup  ɪ-gab-asa leg I have the hiccups. 
lɛg sg. lɛg-ɛn, leg-ɪ, 

legt-an, legt-i 
(Km) 

n. kidney   

lɛgɓ-at, leɓɠ-at 
(Km) 

 n. powdered salt stone 
mixed with snuff  

cf. Karimojong abalaŋit 

legt-an (Km)  n. kidney  see lɛg 
lɛɠ-at pl. leɠ-ot n. grass stem internode especially between cane segments 
lek sg. lɛk-at (Tp), 

lek-at (Km) 
n. (1) iron, (2) necklace, 

bracelet, ring 
 

lek kwɛ  n. water pipe  lit. ‘water iron’  
lek cer sg. lɛk-at ni cer n. bicycle lit. ‘running iron’  
lektet sg. lektɛt-at n. plant sp. Carissa 

edulis  
 

lɛl-at pl. lɛl-ut n. plant sp.  its mushroom-like tuber is edible 
lelɓot  (coll.) n. pollen of plants of the 

kasim life form 
 

lemit pl. lemt-i n. plant spp. Olea 
chrysophylla, O. 
europaea  

 

(a)lepit pl. lept-ot n. (1) milking vessel (2) 
mortar  

< Karimojong 

lɛran  v. to set (of sun) ɪ-lɛran ɪɗ-imn-at-es The sun has set 
and it is getting dark 

lɪɓ-ac. lɪɓ-c-ʊg  v. to start sprouting   
likwen-at pl. likwen-ut n. plant sp. Boscia 

angustifolia  
 

lɪlaʊ, lɪlaʊsg. 
lɪlʊ-at 

 n. calabash plant, 
cultivated  

 

lilbansg. lilban-at  n. plant sp. provides firesticks and excellent 
ropes 

lɪt-ʊg  v. to sharpen   
litanʊg  a. smooth  litanʊg It is smooth here. 
lɔ. lɔ-ʊg  v. to enter lɔ-ʊkɪ-a Get out!  
lɔ-ac. lɔ-c-ʊg  v. (1) to emerge, (2) to 

peep out (e.g. of an 
animal in the ground)  
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lɔ pl. le (Tp), laʊ 
(Km),  

n. cow, cattle  lɔ-ʊk goal case 

lɔbai pl. lɔbai-ut, lobc-e n. hartebeest  
loɓɗ-an, loɓɗ-e  n. name given to a 

woman's blood at 
delivery  

 

loɓot pl. loɓɗ-e n. plant sp. Terminalia 
brownii  

 

lɔɛ. lɔɛ-ɛs, lɔɛ-ʊg 
(Tp) 

 v. (1) to sow, plant seeds, 
(2) to groan from 
pleasure (done by 
elders when a beast is 
slaughtered or beer is 
brought) 

cf. laɛ 

lɔɪ.lɔɪ-ʊg  v. to shine, glitter  ɪ-lɔɪ gi The sun is shining. 
log-at, log-e (Km)  n. tree flower   
lɔk sg. lɔk-at n. Karimojong cf. nɛɓ bɛj waclit. ‘person of white 

urine’  
lokir pl. lokir-e n. grivet monkey   
lokit  n. cattle disease, starts 

with a swelling of the 
ears 

< Karimojong 

lɔkɪt pl. lokt-ot n. (1) puppy, (2) young 
one of wild animals  

 

lɔkɪt ɠwek pl. lokt-ot ɠwek 
(Km) 

n. egg  lit. ‘young one of bird’  

loko  n. tale gab lokoi! Tell your story! < 
Karimojong  

lokwaemoru  n. sorghum cultivar  (L & A 1979:210) 
lɔla pl. lɔla-ut n. Sykes’ monkey cf. Karimojong ɛlɔla 
lɔlɔt  (coll.) n. plant sp. whose berries are edible 
lɔmɔc sg. (ɪ)lɔmc-at n. plant sp. Ipomoea 

spathulata Hallier f 
 

lomog   (1) perforated, hollow, 
(2) open 

 lomog akɛk  The door is open.  

lɔmɔy-at  n. plant sp. Balanites 
pedicellaris Mildbr. et 
Schlect., Balanites 
orbicularis Sprague  

 

lɔpɔt sg. lɔpɔt-at n. plant sp. Solanum 
incanum?  

cf. Pokot lopotwa pl. lopoot  

lɔpɔt ɗu sg. lɔpɔt-at ɗu n. plant sp. Solanum 
hastifolium  

lit. ‘red l~’  

lɔtɛm (Tp) (coll.) n. (1) sitting place (2) 
cooking place  

< Karimojong 

lɔwɛl  adv. quickly, fast aɪ (<-ac lɔwɛl ) Come quickly!  
lɔyɔn pl. lɔyɔn-ut n. flame   
luɓ. lʊɓ-ɛs  v. to sting (of nettle) lʊɓ-a-sa It stings me.  
ma. ma-ʊg  v. to come to (Km)   
ma. ma-ʊg  v. (1) to spread out, (2) to 

dry in the sun 
 

maɗ (Tp), meɗ  n. pumpkin plant   
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(Km) 
maɗ-at  n. pumpkin   
maɗ ariaŋ (Tp), 
meɗ ariaŋ (Km) 

 n. variety of pumpkin, 
spotted, not indigenous 

lit. ‘European m .’  

maɗaɗ pl. maɗaɗ-ut n. bird sp.   
maiɠ pl. meɠ-ot n. cooking-stone   
maɪn-an pl. maɪn-ɪ n. plant sp. Maytenus 

senegalensis  
 

mainan (Tp), 
maŋnan (Km) 

 a. barren   

mak  adv. still, not yet  mak a ŋam The sorghum is not 
ripe yet. mɔ-mak-ac gi The sun has 
not risen yet. 

maak   isn't it such that ...?   
mama  n. mother's brother   
manampelion-at pl. 

manampelion-ut 
n. plant sp. Vepris 

glomerata 
cf. Pokot manampelion 

manaŋ pl. gweti, meŋn-i a. narrow, small   
maany sg. maany-at n. plant sp. Ficus 

sycomorus 
 

maŋnan (Km), 
mainan (Tp) 

 a. barren   

mar, marog. 
mar-ug, mar-ɛs 

 v. to be angry aɪ-sa mar I'll be angry. 

may pl. meyt a. sick nɛɓ may pl. yoɠ meyt a sick person  
may-ɔn  n. sickness   
may-ug  v. to be sick   
may-ug ekw-ek  v. to have an eye disease  may-a-sa ekw-ek My eyes are 

sore. 
may. may-ʊg  v. to spread out and dry 

in the sun. 
 

mɛ  n. side  nɛkɛ ica mɛ-a He is by my side. 
mɛc pl. mec-ot (Tp), 

meit-an (Km) 
n. tortoise   

mecut pl. met-ot (Tp), 
meit-an (Km) 

n. penis   

meɗ (Km) pl n. pumpkin plant See maɗ  
meet pl. meet n. (1) bushbuck, (2) hide 

formerly worn by 
elders 

cf. ɓoan  

meɠ-ot  pl n. cooking-stone See maiɠ  
meit-an  pl n. (1) tortoise, (2) penis  see mɛc, mecut 
mek  n. (1) to be absent, (2) no  mek esin There is nothing. (Reply 

to greeting; cf. lat )  
mɛkɛc pl. meki(c) n. ram  
mɛmrai pl. mɛmrai-ut n. part of body between 

rumen and stomach  
 

mɛr. mɛr-ʊg (Km)  v. to flee (of many)  cf. cɪr 
mɛrɛ  n. be, negative form mʊt aya, mɛrɛ ɓia It was I, not you 
mɛsɛl sg. mɛls-at n. plant sp. used for making strings 
meskit-at pl. meskit-e n. plant sp. provides good pollen for honey 
met-ot  pl n. penis See mecut  
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metes  v. to become ɪ-metes lɔ and he became a cow 
(phrase in a children's game) 

meyt  pl n. sick See may  
mi  n. night imn-uk at night. ɪɗ-ac ica imn-uk 

He came at night cf. iman  
mi(-a)  v. to give mi-sa gab-s-at! Give me food!; 

mi-sa kʊ-ɔn Let me recover! (Give 
me recovery) cf. kʊ  

mɪmɪr  v. to make a fist   
mɪmɪr  num. ten (make two fists) 
mɪn. mɪn-ʊg  v. to plant, grow plants   
miny. miny-ug, 
miny-es 

 v. to be deaf, dumb nɛɓ miny-es a deaf person 

misit pl. mist-an n. chameleon   
mɪt-ac. mɪt-ɛs  v. to press, squeeze   
miog  v. be alive lɔ miog a cow which is (still) alive 

(as opposed to one which has just 
died); ɛmɔ-tak ones mi-t-og They 
found (the buffalo) still alive. 

mɔin   this matter   
mook pl. mook (Tp), 

moɠr-e (Km) 
n. (1) throat, (2) voice  

mokiɔɔn  conj. therefore   
molo-at pl. molo n. plant sp. Acacia 

albida  
 

mɔncɔc-at pl. mɔncɔc-ut n. plant sp. bark is used as a medicine for 
scabies 

mɔnɔ  num. first   
mɔny sg. mɔny-at n. ant sp. eats sorghum 
mop-at pl. mop-e n. forest tree sp. 

Warburgia ugandensis 
most important for medicinal uses 

moro  (coll.) n. beans   
moro-at  n. bean plant   
mɔrɔ pl. mɔrɔ-ut n. plant sp. Combretum 

aculeatum Vent 
 

mosolen-at pl. mosolen-ut n. plant sp.  stalk is eaten raw. cf. Pokot 
mosoleen pl.  

moti pl. mot-en n. spear   
moti ariaŋ pl. mot-en ariaŋ n. pencil  lit. ‘European spear’  
motin   of the kind of, like   
motoka ar  n. railway (loan translation from Swahili gari 

la moshi lit. ‘smoke car’ )  
moyoɗ pl. moyɗ-ot n. barn, granary   
muɠel pl. muɠel-ut n. topi antelope  
mʊgʊl pl. mʊɠl-i; mʊkʊl a. round  yɛɗ-at mʊɠʊl pl. yeɗ mʊɠʊl a 

round fruit 
muinɛ-at pl. muine-ut n. plant sp. bark of which is used as a 

medicine for stomach-ache or 
blood in stoolcf. Pokot moinɛ 

mʊj-ʊ-a. mʊj-ʊg  n. (1) to go down, (2) to 
set (of sun). 

ɪ-mʊj-ʊ-a gi The sun has set. 

mukanɠɛt pl. mukanɠet-ut n. mingling stick cf. Pokot mukaaŋ 
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mukat  n. long grass, e.g., on the 
river bed  

 

mʊkʊl  a. round  see ʊɠʊl 
mʊn  conj. but, however  ko-ac ica ita mʊn ɓut when will he 

come? 
munyaŋ  sg. and pl. a. yellow, yellowish 

green  
 

munymuny sg. 
munymuny-at 

 n. plant sp. root and leaves of which are used 
to prepare a tea 

munyon pl. 
munyon-ut 

 n. poisonous snake 
sp.spotted  

 

murkut sg. 
murkut-at 

 n. tree sp. Diospyros 
mespiliformis 

African ebony 

muruny sg. 
muruny-at 

 n. plant sp. Heeria 
reticulata  

 

mʊs sg. mʊs-at  n. Euphorbia 
candelabrum  

 

mʊt, mʊ 
(preceding 
consonants) 

 part. (1) to be (past tense), 
(2) past tense marker; 

an-taak mʊ nɛkɛ in bel-i noko 
ga-sa kampala If I had (= there 
were’ money, I would go to 
Kampala. 

mutean pl. mutean-ut n. plant sp. used to make beehives and troughs 
mutuny  v.s. to be blunt  
muyn-ot  pl n. digging stick see muyen  
nabo  adv. again  < Karimojong 
na-bɛj wac  n. disease which makes 

urine white 
lit. ‘white urine’ cf. Pokot kireel  

nabolo sg. nabolo-at n. plant sp. skin of whose tuber is used to roll 
tobacco in 

naɓukol (coll.) n. qat plant Catha edulis   
nacu pl. nacu-at n. spleen cf. tɛrmɛs  
nadɛkɛla (coll.) n. vine sp.  cultivated, produces a kind of 

pumpkin 
nadunac pl. nadunc-ot n. mole rat   
naɗɛ, naaɗɛ  adv. very, completely   
nag pl. negw-ek n. breast, udder   
nag-sɪt. nag-sɪt-ʊg  v. to suckle   
nagw. nag-ʊg, 
nagw-ɛs 

 v. to suck, e.g., of child   

naɠeles sg. naɠels-at n. small black ant sp.   
naɠeɠe (coll.) n. low lying cloud, fog, 

mist; white cloud 
(Km)  

 

naɠɛnɪɔn pl. naɠɛnɪɔn-ut n. vine sp.  
naɪ-ʊg  v.t. to wrap  ka-naɪ-ak ker-at bɛl-ɪk The stick 

has been wrapped in an iron sheet. 
na-jewa get  n. plant sp. lit. ‘goats' guts’ provides excellent 

goat fodder 
najɔg pl. najog-ut n. creeper sp.  
na-jog-rɔm sg. na-jog-rɔm-at n. plant sp.  
najʊjʊt pl. najujɗ-e n. plant sp. lit. ‘the sucking one’. the blossoms 

are sucked for honey-like juice 
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nakamn-at pl. nakamn-ɪ n. plant sp. bark has various medicinal uses 
nakɛɓcan pl. nekɛɓcan-ut n. plant sp. root and seeds are of medicinal use 

cf. Pokot nakɛpyan 
nakɛɗiŋirɔ (Km)  n. hare  cf. impɔɔ 
nakɛrʊ (ɛkɛrʊ) pl. nakɛru-ut n. grain store  < Karimojong 
nakiɗorit pl. nakiɗorit-ut n. guitar   
nakiɠoŋ pl. nakiɠoŋ-ut n. skin pounder   
(n)akɪrkɛt (Km)  n. place where elders sit 

to eat meat 
cf. akɪr(ɪ)kɛt 

nakɔŋa coll. n. beer  < Karimojong 
nakululu pl. nakululu-ut n. plant sp. used for making beehives 
nakuta pl. nakuta-ut (Tp); 

sɛn pl. sen-ek 
(Km) 

n. weeder, weeding stick  cf. Karimojong akuta pl. ŋakutae 

nal(ɪ)-sɪt  v. to curdle nal be curdled  
na-lɔɪ-ɗak  n. plant sp. lit. ‘which lightens fire’ whose root 

is eaten by children 
na-lʊɓɛs (coll.) n. plant sp. Obetia 

pinnatifida  
lit. ‘which stings’  

naman  n. now oko naman right now 
namasɛs, namasɛt sg. namast-at n. plant sp. seeds are used medicinally 
namɛlɛntɛny sg. 

namɛlɛntɛny-at 
n. plant sp. twigs are used in rituals by elders 

of the kensan cult  
nameo pl. nameo-ut n. zorilla, striped weasel  (L & A 1979:354; not known) 
na-min-keok  (coll.) n. plant sp. lit. ‘boys plant it’ succulent 
naŋɛrɪŋɛra pl. ŋɛŋɛr n. plant sp. Osiris 

compressa 
cf. Karimojong ɛ-ŋɛrɛŋɛrʊa 

nan, nin  dem. near demonstratives   
naan  adv. today   
nanok pl. nanok-ut n. livestock pen  nanok lɔ cattle pen  
nao sg. nao-at n. enemy   
napʊs  a. blue < Karimojong 
napususuu pl. napususuu-(u)t n. bee sp.  
nariɓ sg. narɪɓ-at n. leopard   
na-rɔ-an pl. na-rɔ-an-ut n. plant sp. burdock  lit. ‘catches hand’  
nasaɓ pl. nesɓ-an n. lung   
nasɛr-an pl. nasɛr-ɪ n. plant sp. 

Steganotaenia 
araliacea  

 

nasimoi pl. nasimoi-ut n. plant sp. whose fruit is eaten 
nasɪp sg. nasɪp-at n. sprouted sorghum   
nasonɠe sg. nasongɛ-at 

(Km) 
n. soldier ant   

nasoto pl. nasoto-ut n. removable roof cf. Karimojong a-toto  
nataruk (Km)  n. eagle   
natatoi sg. natatoy-at n. vine sp. has sweet edible fruit 
natoroɓ (Km) (coll.) n. queen-bee   
natulon (coll.) n. sorghum cultivar Pokot natulon is claimed to have 

been borrowed from So  
nawala  (coll.) n. white snail found on 

leaves  
 

nawat  n. salt   
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nawɛs pl. (na)wes-ɗin n. wild boar   
nɛ (Km)  v. to be (loc.)  see nɛkɛ 
nɛbɛc, nɛbɛc  num. two   
nɛɓ pl. yoɠ. nɛɓ-ʊkpl. 

yoɠ-ok goal case 
n. person   

nɛɓ aɓ-ɛs pl. yoɠ aɓ-ɛs n. coward See aɓ  
nɛɓ-a-pɛ pl. yoɠ-e-pɛ n. owner   
nɛɓ-aj-ɛs  n. bridegroom  lit. ‘person to marry’  
nɛɓ ariaŋ pl. yoɠ ariaŋ n. (1) European (2) 

government officer 
(Km)  

 

nɛɓ bɛj pl. yoɠ bɛj n. European  lit. ‘white person 
nɛɓ bɛ(j) wac pl. yoɠ bɛ(j) wac n. Karimojong lit. ‘person of white urine’ (The 

Karimojong are claimed to be 
excessive beer drinkers, and beer is 
said to make one's urine white.) 

nɛɓ-ɓɪt-ɛs pl. yoɠ ɓɪt-ɛs n. beggar  
nɛɓ-cɛ-ɛs (Tp) pl. yoɠ cɛ-ɛs  n. witch doctor, sorcerer   
nɛɓ cun(-ɛs) ɓeek  n. tatooer see cun  
nɛɓ ɗu ilgwe  n. Turkana lit. ‘people of red teeth’ (The 

Turkana are said to chew a lot of 
tobacco, and chewing tobacco is 
said to make one's teeth red.) 

nɛɓ ed-is pl. yoɠ ed-is n. herbalist, traditional 
doctor  

lit. ‘person of trees’  

nɛɓ ɪak ir pl. yoɠ ɪak ir n. watchman (of house) See ɪakw 
nɛɓ (nɪn) ɪkw-ɛs pl. yoɠ (inin) 

ɪkw-ɛs 
n. shepherd See ɪakw 

nɛɓ kiuk pl. yoɠ kiuk n. Karimojong of 
Matheniko  

lit. ‘bull people’  

nɛɓ kɔkt-ɛs pl. yoɠ kures n. lame person See kur  
nɛɓ miny-ɛs  n. deaf person See miny  
nɛɓ nyal-ʊg  n. person who is about to 

die, or a person who 
deserves to die 

See nyal  

nɛɓ ŋɛn-ɛs  n. person with the evil 
eye  

lit. ‘person to see’  

nɛɓ raɓ-ɛs pl. yoɠ raɓ-ɛs n. hunter   
nɛɓ toɓc-e pl. yoɠ toɓc-e n. member of the Topon, 

a group of Matheniko 
Karimojong  

lit. ‘star person’  

nɛɓ tɔg-ɛs pl. yoɠ tɔg-ɛs n. blacksmith   
nɛɓ wa  n. important person, e.g., 

chief  
lit. ‘big person’  

neɓo, neɓo ro  excl. hello!   
negw-ek  pl n. breast, udder See nag  
nɛkɛ, nɛ (Km)  cop. to be (loc.); yes   
nel-ug  n. curds  iɗ-(i)nel curdled milk  
nɛlbɛl-kwɪŋkwɔŋ   ideophone   
nepo  excl. hello !   
nɛs  n. soot (L & A 1979:349; not known) 
nesɓ-an  pl  lung See nasaɓ  
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nɪ-  poss. 
a. 

property of  nɪ-ic ir The house is his. 

nɪmʊt ɛdɛn  n. the other one   
nɪm(ʊ)t nɪ ɪj  n. dung-beetle lit. ‘that of the faeces’ cf. cuc-at 

iman  
nɪtur ɪj  n. dung-beetle lit. ‘he who pushes faeces’ cf. 

cuc-at iman  
nin, nan  dem near demonstratives   
no-, nɔ-  part. narrative marker  
nɔ-mak ... ɪta  adv. before  
nɔ-mʊj   chanted ceremonially go away (with sundown); See 

mʊj(-ʊ-a  
nɔ-sɛr   chanted ceremonially good things come; See sɛr 
nɔɓ. nɔɓ-ʊg, 
nɔɓ-ɛs 

 v. to sew   

nɔɠɔ pl. noɠr-an; nɔgɔl, 
nɔɠɔl (Km) 

n. hollow of the knee   

nɔs pl. nos-ek n. leopard   
nowa  num. four   
nʊ. nʊ-ʊg  v. to wait nʊɛd-ɔ Wait a bit!  
nʊn. nʊn-ʊg  v. to be rotten  ɪ-nʊn ŋam The sorghum is rotten.  
nyaɓ pl. nyeɓ-ek, 

nyaɓ-ut (Km) 
n. nose   

nyal pl. nyel-i v. to die   
nyal pl. nyel-i n. dead   
nyam-at (Km)  n. light (cold) wind   
nyam-ʊg  n. bad, dirty  nɛɓ nyam ʊg pl. yoɠ nyam ʊg a bad 

person 
nyam-ʊa. 
nyam-ʊa-g, 
nyam-ɔg (Km) 

 v. to be spoilt   

nyam-sɪt-ʊg  v. to spoil   
nyas-an pl. nyas-ɪ n. plant sp. used medicinally 
nyau-ac. 
nyau-c-ug 

 v. (1) to finish, take 
everything away, (2) 
to massacre  

ɪ-nyau yoɠ He has massacred the 
people. 

nyɛɗ-an (coll.), nyɛɗ-atsg. n. medicine used at 
rituals 

cf. Karimojong a-oke  

nyemu pl. nyemr-ot, 
nyemr-an (Km) 

n. duiker   

nyɛny-at (lɔ) (Km)  n. salty soil variety, also 
salt extracted from soil 

 

nyiki pl. nyikr-i v. (1) to be heavy, (2) to 
be pregnant 

 nyiki gwas-t ɔɔn That woman is 
pregnant. 

nyiki-ug  n. weight   
nyikis pl. nyiks-ot n. mouse, rat   
nyim-at pl. nyim-i n. tree spp. Acacia 

etbaica, Acacia 
gerrardii  

 

nyis-in  pl n. vagina See nyʊs 
nyɔɓ sg. nyɔɓ-at n. (1) young sugarcane 

(edible), (2) cane 
cf. kasim  
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nyoɠin sg. nyoɠn-at n. fleas  
nyokin sg. nyoŋn-at (Km) n. fleas   
nyoŋot sg. nyoŋt-at n. plant sp.   
ŋaɓ. ŋaɓ-ʊg  v. to go to the country of 

the enemy  
 

ŋaɓ pl. ŋaɓn-an (Tp), 
ŋamn-an (Km) 

n. fighting group   

ŋaak pl. ŋek-an (Km) n. mountain bird variety 
with white feathers 

onomatopoeic 

ŋakopito  n. sorghum cultivar  (L & A 1979:210; not known) 
ŋal pl. ŋel-i n. sharp   
ŋalam sg. ŋalam-at n. plant sp. Ximenia 

americana Linn. (D) 
 

ŋam (Tp), ŋɛm 
(Km) 

 n. sorghum  

ŋam-at bɛj  n. So sorghum, originally 
from Maroto  

ŋam sɔ, ŋɛm sɔ 

ŋam-at ɗu  n. sorghum cultivar lit. ‘red sorghum’ See ŋɛm 
ŋamn-an (Km) pl n. fighting group See ŋaɓ  
ŋan pl. ŋen-i a. clever, intelligent  nɛɓ ŋan or nɛm ŋan pl. yoɠ ŋen-i 

an intelligent person 
ŋan-at pl. ŋan-ut n. plant sp.  root is used as a medicine for 

yellow stool 
ŋany ak (Tp)  v. to yawn  lit. ‘open mouth’  
ŋany-ua. 
ŋany-ua-g 

 v. to free, open   

ŋas. ŋas-ʊg  v. to climb (e.g. 
mountain)  

ɪ-ŋas ir I have climbed onto the 
house. 

ŋatuny pl. ŋatuny-e n. lion cf. Karimojong ɛ-ŋatuny ŋɛɗ-at pl. 
ŋɛɗ-an general term for epiphyte, 
parasite branch  

ŋel-i  pl n. sharp  see ŋal 
ŋɛlɛc pl. ŋelc-an n. stream, flowing water 

(other than in a river), 
run (Km)  

 

ŋɛm (Km) (coll.) n. sorghum  see ŋam 
ŋɛm ɗu (Km)  n. sorghum cultivar  lit. ‘red sorghum’ cf. Karimojong 

ŋimomwa arɛŋaklit. ‘red sorghum’ 
cf. ŋam 

ŋɛm keok (Km), 
ŋam keok (Tp) 

 n. wild plant lit. ‘boys' sorghum’ the berries of 
which are liked by children 

ŋen-i  pl a. intelligent, clever See ŋan 
ŋɛn. ŋɛn-ʊh  v. to see ŋɛn-ak to be visible 
ŋɛn nɛɓ,or nɛɓ 
ŋɛn-ɛs 

 n. witch doctor (with the 
evil eye)  

lit. ‘see person’  

ŋɛt-at, ŋet-at pl. ŋɛt. ŋɛt-at-ʊk, 
ŋet-at-ik (Km) 
goal case 

n. man, husband  ŋɛt-at lakwan(-a) (my) daughter's 
husband, ŋɛt-at tet(-a) husband of 
(my) father's sister, ŋɛt-at lakwan 
ɔj(-a) husband of (my) brother's 
daughter 

ŋet-o (Km)  n. Men!  (used to start a speech) 
ŋɪlaɪ (Tp), ŋilai  v.s. to be finished  ɪ-ŋilai (Km) It is finished. 
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(Km) 
ŋilet-at pl. ŋilet-ut n. plant sp. contains salt, particularly good for 

livestock. Karimojong e-let pl. 
ŋi-letiɔ 

ŋiri-o (Km)  v. to spread out (of men) 
e.g. when hunting, in 
order to surround 
animals  

 

ŋɔ. ŋɔ-ʊg  v. to walk quickly   
ŋɔ-ac. ŋɔ-c-ʊg  v. to come quickly   
ŋoce sg. ŋoce-at n. plant sp. root is used medicinally 
ŋɔɛ. ŋɔɛ-ɛs, 
ŋɔɛ-ʊg 

 v. to grind rat-an ŋɔɛ-ɛs (Km) (bottom) 
grinding stone. see rat-an  

ŋok (Tp), ŋoŋn-at 
(Km) 

pl. ŋokan n. zebra   

ŋɔlkɔny (Km)  prep. down See at  
ŋɔŋ-ɔ  n. vicinity, outside of 

settlement, but close to 
it  

cf. kɪ-a 

ŋɔs. ŋɔs-ʊg  v. (1) to smear oneself 
with clay, (2) to beat  

ŋɔs-ɪsa do-at  I smear myself with 
clay; ŋɔs-ɪsa cɔc I beat the boy. 

ŋosan (Km)  v. to meet ɪ-ŋosan-ɪsa ka yoɠ  I meet the 
people.  

ŋɔs-sɪt. ŋɔs-sɪt-ʊg  v. to smear someone with 
clay  

 

ŋɔs-at pl. ŋɔs-ɪ n. Balanites aegyptiaca   
ɔ. ɔ-ɛs, ɔ-ʊg  v. to cough   
ɔ-at  n. cough  
ɔ. ɔ-ʊg, ɔ-ɛs  v. to call, sing  
ɔ-ac. ɔ-c-ʊg  v. to summon (someone 

to come)  
 

ɔ-ɛs. ɔ-s-ʊg  v. to sing   
ɔɓ sg. ɔɓ-at n. (1) mushroom sp.(2) 

mushroom gen. 
 

oɓ. oɓ-ug  v. to sip  oɓ-isa nakɔŋa I am sipping the 
beer. 

ɔc(-ac). ɔc-ʊg  v. (1) to draw water, (2) 
to dip 

ɔc-ai (ɔc-ac) kwɛ ɗraw water!  

ɔcʊɛ pl. ɔcʊɛ-ut n. squirrel sp.  
ɔcʊma pl. ɔcʊma-ut n. Brazza's monkey 

(Cercopithecus 
neglectus Schlegel)  

 

oɗ pl. oɗ-iek (Km), 
oɗc-ek (Tp), oɗ-o 
source case 

n. road, path, way   

ɔd  int don't you see ?   
oɠ. oɠ-ug  v. to move, walk  
oɠn-ɛs, oɠn-ʊg  v. to watch gardens  see ɔkɔn 
ɔj pl. oj-ek  n. wound, sore   
ɔj, ɔj-ac. ɔj-ʊg  v. to boil (itr.)  ɪɗ ɔj kwɛ The water has boiled; ɪɗ 

ɔj-ac pɔk The soup is cooked. 
ɔj-sɪt. ɔj-sɪt-ʊg  v. to boil (tr.)   
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ɔj pl. oj-uk (Km), 
ɔj-ɔk (Tp) 

n. brother, son of father's 
brother 

ɔj-ic his brother 

ɔj-roɠ-at pl. oj-roɠa n. plant sp.   
oko keny, 
ɔkɔ-kɪny (Km) 

 adv. long ago   

ɔkɔ    right   
ɔkɔ naman (Km)  adv. right now ɔk ijan right here  
ɔkɔk (coll.)  n. pelvis   
ɔkɔn. ɔɠn-ʊg, 
ɔɠn-ɛs 

 v. to watch (gardens)  ɔkɔn ɪɓat! Guard the field!  

okorebo dowat  n. clay used by men to 
smear their bodies 
with for rituals  

(L & A 1979:161) 

ɔlacsg. ɔlc-at  n. plant sp. bark is used medicinally for a 
swollen spleen 

olo, olo-ut  n. antelope with a white 
belly and tail  

(Pokot asidɔkɔny, Karimojong 
ɛwalo 

ɔm pl. ɔm-ɔn (Km) n. donkey   
ɔm ariaŋ pl. ɔm-ɔn ariaŋ n. car  lit. ‘European donkey’  
ɔma  a. (1) narrow, (2) full ɪɗ-oma-t ɛs It is full (i.e., there is 

no more room)  
omot pl. omt-i n. elders' meeting place nɛkɛ omt-o He is at the elders' 

meeting place.  
ones  conj. then cf. ɪnɪ(s)  
ɔŋɔ pl. oNo n. elephant   
ɔp-at (coll.) n. calm breath, e.g., when 

sleeping  
 

ɔpwɔp-at pl. ɔp-e n. plant sp. root is used medicinally 
ɔr. ɔr-ʊg (nɛɓ)  v. to imitate (someone)   
ɔr-a. ɔr-a-g  v. (1) to pour in, (2) to 

stick in (e.g. pole) 
ɔr-a ɔg-ɔk Pour it in!  

ɔrat  prep. outside, bush near 
home 

 ga-sa ɔrat I am going to the toilet. 

ɔr-ʊa-g (Tp), 
ɔr-ɔ-g (Km) 

 v. to pour out   

or pl. or-tin n. hole   
or kwɛ pl. or-tin kwɛ n. pool   
or nɛɓ pl. or-tin yoɠ n. grave lit. ‘man's hole’ cf. tɛs  
ɔra pl. or-ot, ɔra-ut 

(Km) 
n. genet cat   

orak sg. ork-at n. agave sp. root is used medicinally 
ɔran kwɛ  p.n. rock in Kadam  lit. ‘makes cows grow thin’  
oraratedak  n. metal making 

(smelting) 
(L & A 1979:343)  

orbob pl. orb-i n. (1) Adam's apple, (2) 
throat  

 

ore pl. ore-ut n. home ɪ-ga-ʊore, or ɪ-ga-u eu She went 
homecf. Karimojong e-re  

ɔrɛba  n. sorghum cultivar   
ori  n. wind, whirlwind   
orny-at pl. orny-e n. valley  
orom sg. orm-at n. ostrich eggshell  
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necklace  
ɔsin sg. ɔsn-at, or 

wasn-atpl. wasn-e 
n. mushroom sp.   

ɔrs-ac  v. to fall (of water, e.g., 
in waterfalls)  

ɔrs-ac kwɛwal-ɔ bɔl The water is 
falling from the cliff. 

ɔt. ɔt-ʊg  v. to pass   
ɔt-ac. ɔt-c-ʊg  v. to pass this way   
ɔt pl. ot-ek n. small river which is 

dried up for most of 
the year  

 

ɔtaɪ  n. (1) boiled hot water 
(Tp), (2) drinking 
water (Km)  

 mi-isa ɔtaɪ (Km) Give me water to 
drink!(w)otek maɗ (Km) creeping 
pumpkin plant 

pac. pac-ɛs, 
pac-ʊg 

 v. to peel sugar-cane, 
bark, to remove fibre 
from plant  

 

paacʊg (Km)  v. to explain cf. ɓa(-c ʊg 
paɗ  (coll.) n. bitter   
palpal-at pl. palpal-e n. (1) butterfly, (2) paper, 

banknote 
 palpal-e in bel-i banknote  

panypany (Tp), 
paspany (Km) 

sg. panypany-at, 
paspany-at 

n. plant sp.   

pɛ. pɛ-ʊg  n. (1) to pierce (also with 
a spear), (2) to attack 
enemies  

pɛ-ʊg moti to throw a spear, pɛ-ʊg 
moti-uk to pierce with a spear 

pee  pl n. pipe see peet  
peet pl. pee, peet-an 

(Km) 
n. pipe   

pel-at pl. pel-ut n. plant sp. , used to make beehives.See pelm 
at - 

pelel-at pl. pelpel-ut n. plant sp. Acacia 
nubica 

Pokot pelel  

pelm-at or pel-at,  pl. pel-ut n. plant sp. See pel-at  
pɛnɛkat pl. pɛnɛkot n. chin  (L & A 1979:335) 
penk-an pl. (Km) n. beard  see apɛnɛk 
perei, perec pl. perc-ot (Km), 

perc-ut 
n. bed   

peren, peern-at 
(Km) 

pl. pern-ot, peeren 
(Km) 

n. wooden arrow used for 
shooting birds  

 

pɛs sg. pɛs-at (Km) n. bark  
pes, ɓes pl. pes-ek, ɓes-ek n. ear   
pɪn-at pl. pɪn-an n. fart  
pɪn-os. pɪn-os-ʊg  v. to fart  ɪ-pɪn-os He has farted. 
pir-at pl. pir-on n. warthog (Km) see pitir  
pɪs pl. pɪs-e n. horn (instrument) cf. ɓarany  
pitir, pir-at pl. pir-on (Km) n. warthog   
pɔ. pɔ-ʊg  v. to pluck, cut leaves 

from plants 
nɔ-pɔ-ac rɔm and they went to cut 
miraa twigs. 

pɔɔ  n. wild animal sp.   
poan, poan (Km)  n. wild animal on 

Kadam, red skin, 
antelope ?  
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pɔd. pɔd-ʊg  v. (1) to untie (e.g. rope), 
(2) to divorce (of man) 

 pɔd-ɪsa jɔɗ-at I am untying the 
rope; pɔd-ɪsa gwas-t-an I divorce 
this woman; ɪ-pɔd-ak gwas-t-ɔɔn 
This woman has been divorced.  

poikan pl. impoitan n. hare  (L & A 1979:340; not known) 
poj. poj-ug  v. to whistle   
pɔk (coll.) n. soup wɛt-ɪsa pɔk I eat the soupcf. 

Karimojong ŋapɔkɔ  
pɔnɛs  v. to give birth See ɓɔn 
por. por-ug  v. to be the same, 

identical 
ad niɔɔn ka niɔɔn por iɠe Those 
trees are all the same. 

poro pl. poro-t n. spring (of water)  (L & A 1979:350) 
pu   poisonous see cip-at pu  
pu sg. pu-at n. tree sp. provides arrow poison 
puktak pl. puktak-e (Km) n. bat   
puptak pl. puptak-e (Tp) n. bat   
pʊrkoi sg. porkɔɛ-at n. castor-oil plant Ricinus 

communis 
cf. rɔm kaceu  

purkuc sg. purkuc-at n. knuckle, knee-cap cf. Karimojong a-purkuc  
raɓ-ua. raɓ-u-a-g 
(Tp), raɓ-o-g 
(Km) 

 v. to go on a hunt   

raɓ-ʊg (Km)  v. to lie in wait (to kill an 
animal)  

 

raɓ sg. raɓ-at n. finger millet   
rann-ʊk   See rat-an   
rap-at; rap-ɛn  (coll.) n. (1) maize mush 

(ugali), (2) food 
mi-isa rap-at! Give me food!  

rat-an pl. rat-ɪ. ratn-ʊk or 
rann-ʊkpl.  

n. (1) stone, (2) coin  rat-ɪ-ʊk goal case, rat-na source 
case 

rat-an ŋɔɛ-ɛs 
(Km), rat-an 
nɪŋɔɛ-s-ak (Tp) 

 n. grinding stone (bottom) cf. soɠ-an  

rat-ɪ ariaŋ  n. money  lit. ‘European stones’  
rat. rat-ɛs  v.n. to flatten (the ground)   
rɛ pl. re-tin n. wooden bowl, trough, 

plate  
 

rɛmanaŋ  n. people's bowl, plate  lit. ‘small rɛ ‘  
rɛ-wa  n. cattle trough   
rɛ pl. re-ek, re-ek n. bush, wilderness, 

forest ; except in the 
immediate vicinity of 
the home,  

cf. ɔrat 

recit pl. reit-an n. piece of hide, cloth   
rɛgɛn sg. rɛgn-at n. vine sp.  used medicinally 
rɪ-at, rɪ  n. (dry) firewood   
riɠy-at pl. riɠy-e n. plant sp. Combretum 

aculeatum  
 

rɪɪny. rɪny-ʊg  v. to rub, wipe, clean rɪny-ac ɓaak to clean one's body; 
rɪny-ac ŋam to clean sorghum 

rɪny-ac uno. 
rɪny-c-ʊg uno 

 v. to twist (sisal) string   
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riɓ  prep up, above   
rɪrɪat  n. thicket of many 

different plants on 
mountains  

 

rɔ. rɔ-ʊg  v. to hold (in hands), 
carry, seize, look after 

cf. aj  

robo. e(n) robo  excl. yes See en  
roɓɗ-at,  pl. roɓɗ-e n. vine sp.  used medicinally 
rɔg. rɔg-ʊg, 
rɔg-(ʊ)a-g 

 v. to store   

roɠa sg. roɠ-at n. tamarind Tamarindus 
indica  

 

rɔm sg. rɔm-at n. (1) leaf, (2) plant 
(name unknown), (3) 
life form of So plant 
taxonomy;  

most forbs and some dwarf shrubs 
belong to this category 

rɔm bɛj sg. rɔm-at bɛj n. two different plant spp. lit. ‘white leaf’  
rɔm ɓuse sg. rɔm-at ɓuse n. plant sp. has no use 
rɔm kaceu sg. rɔm-at kaceu 

(Tp) 
n. castor-oil plant Ricinus 

communis L 
cf. porkɔɛ-at pl. pʊrkoi 

rom-sit-ug  v. to mix (Km)   
romi-ug  v. to be together romi-ug-umse We are together.  
rɔn sg. rɔn-at (Km), 

rɔn-at (Tp) 
n. (1) bronchitis, fever, 

cough (n) (Km), (2) 
mucus (Tp)  

 

rɔt. rɔt-ʊg  v. to taste ɪ-rɔt-ɪsa iɗ I have tasted the milk. 
r- gɛ-ɛcrɔs-ɛʊ ɠo and investigate! 

rot pl. rot-en (Tp) n. upper arm, thigh   
ru. ru-ug  v. to be good  ru naɗe! Very good!; ɪm nɪru a 

good girlcf. kolog  
ruɓut taba  n. tobacco plot   
ruc. ruc-ug (Km)  v. to enter  ɪ-ruc agw-i (Km) He entered the 

housecf. lɔ ; ɗɔt 
ruian  v. to resemble, be similar  ruian ed-s in These trees are 

similar.  
ruian raɓ  n. millet-like wild plant, 

treated taxonomically 
as ʊ grass 

lit. ‘resembles finger millet’  

rʊk pl. ruk-i n. cow hump   
rutes. ruts-ug  v. to recover (from 

illness) 
ɪ rutes-ɓa You have recovered! 

sa. sa-ʊg  v. to miss (target)   
saa pl. saa-ut, se-ek n. cattle coral, place 

where cattle sleep  
 

sad-at pl. sad, sad-e n. parasite branch, 
epiphyte  

fruit provides glue for feathers and 
tips on arrows 

saɠat pl. saɠt-i n. monitor lizard  it is claimed to suck milk from 
goats and cattle 

sak pl. sekc-ek n. claw, nail cf. sekc-at  
samʊ  n. rubbish   
saŋ pl. seŋ-an n. back cape (of old 

men),  
worn during ceremonies, made of 
cow hide or leopard skin 
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sat pl. set-i a. sweet, tasty   
sat-ʊg  v. to be tasty   
(ɪm) sat kwɛ pl. sat kwe-ut n. plant sp.  lit. ‘water is tasty’ , the root is used 

for curing men's impotence 
sɛ  n. blood   
sɛ. sɛ-ʊg  v. to chase, drive away sɛ-ʊkuɗo! Chase the dog away!  
se. se-es, se-ug  v. to bathe   
seblon sg. seblon-at n. plant sp.  
sɛgɛ (Tp), sege 
(Km) 

 v.i. to be dry  ɪ-sɛgɛ-ɪ (Tp), ɪ-sege It has dried. 

seg-sit  v.t. to dry  
sɛj, sej. sɛj-ʊg gɪ 
(Km) 

 n. to prepare honey beer   

sekc-at pl. sekc-ek n. finger, claw, nail cf. sak  
sɛkɛt pl. sekt-an, 

seɠt-an (Km) 
n. shoulderblade, upper 

arm 
cf. Karimojong ɛ-sɛkɛt 

sekon sg. seɠn-at (Tp), 
seŋn-at (Km) 

n. plant sp. many uses Pokot sekon (pl.)  

sekt-at pl. sekt-e n. straw for drinking beer  
sekt-at pl. sekt-e n. bamboo 

Oxytenanthera 
abyssinica  

hollow stem is used as a straw for 
drinking beer) 

sɛn pl. sen-ek, sen-ut n. digging stick, 
sharpened, spatulated 
stick used for weeding 

cf. nakuta  

sɛn keok pl. sen-ut keok n. plant sp.highly useful lit. ‘boys' digging stick’  
sɛnɠɛ pl. sɛnɠ-e-ut n. chin   
seŋ-an   See saŋ   
seŋn-at (Km)   See sekon   
seŋn-an pl. seŋn-e n. afterbirth  (human a. is buried, cow's a. is 

given to dogs) 
sɛr. sɛr-ʊg  v. to be well-dressed and 

decorated  
ɪ-sɛr-ɪsa I am well dressed. 

sɛr. sɛr-ʊg  v. to be tired ɪ-sɛr-ɪsa I am tired. 
ser. ser-ug  v. (1) to recover (health), 

(2) to be repaired, (3) 
to thrive 

ɪ-ser wam gise en The elder has 
recovered now; ɪ-ser-ac ɪɓat The 
crops are growing well.  

ser-a. ser-a-g  v. to hit a target  ɪ-ser-a cip-at The arrow hit its 
target. 

ser (Km), sɛɛr. 
sɛɛr-ʊg 

 v. to be nice, pretty   

seer ,sg.see r-at n. plant sp. Rhus 
natalensis Krauss  

 

sɛrai pl. seri-ot n. spring (of water) (Km)  
sɛrɛr pl. ser-ot n. plant sp.  
sɛrɛʊ  (coll.) n. mountain plant sp.  from which flutes are carved 
sɛs pl. ses-tin n. human shade cf. uran  
sɛs-at pl. ses-ut n. Acacia tortilis 

(Forssk.) Hayne  
lit. ‘shade tree’  

seus sg. seus-at n. plant sp. used medicinally 
sɛt, sɛɗ pl. sɛt-ɛk (Tp), 

set-ek (Km) 
n. vessel, calabash, bowl, 

used for eating and 
see sɛɗ  
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drinking 
set. set-ac. set-ug  v. to clean, wash (e.g. 

dishes)  
ɪ-cɔɔ-a-sa mʊset-isa kus-in I was 
late because ɪ had to wash clothes. 

set-i  pl a. sweet, tasty See sat  
setek pl. setk-ot (Km) n. sewing needle   
sɛʊg  v. to be dry See sɛgɛ 
seus  n. plant sp.   
si. si-ug  v. (1) to roast, (2) to 

burn, singe 
ɪ si-iɗe e-at? Have you burnt the 
meat already?; ɪ-si-isa samʊ I have 
burnt rubbish.  

siɓ pl. siɓ-an (Km) n. shoulder  
siɓ-u. siɓ-u-g  v. to move away  siɓ-u! Move!  
siɓ-sit. siɓ-sit-ug  v. to remove, push away ɪ siɓ-sit-u-a itia They have 

removed it.  
siet sg. siet-at n. plant sp. the leaves of which are used in 

ceremonies of the kensan cult 
sig. sig-ʊg, sig-ɛs  v. to sneeze   
siɠ. siɠ-ug  v. to have the hiccups   
sɪɠlɪl sg. siglil-ot n. bird of prey sp. falcon(?) 
sij, sij-an  v. to lie, prevaricate   
sij  n. lie  
sij. sij-ug  v. to plait (hair)  
sij sg. sij-at n. hair   
s(i)k-ot  pl n. bird sp. dangerous to 

millet 
See asik  

sɪkɔɗ soɠ pl. sɪkot-ut soɠ n. onion-like plant, grows 
high up in the 
mountains 

 

sim pl. sim-ek n. (1) creeper, (2) rope, 
string, (3) one of the 
five life forms 

includes virtually all plants with a 
creeping characteristic 

sim ɗu, sim iɗ  n. creeping plants  lit. ‘red creeper’, lit. ‘milk creeper’ 
sima pl. sima-ut n. plant sp. Ficus sonderi  
sɪrʊɔc-at pl. sɪrʊɔc-ʊt n. plant sp. whose red flower forewarns of the 

March rains. cf. Pokot kɛsɪrʊɔc 
sɪs. sɪs-ʊg  v. to be silent, quiet sɪs ɓe quiet!; sɪs-a Listen!; ɪ-sɪs 

ak-a I am quiet (my mouth is 
silent). 

sɪsa  prep. in the middle, between  sɪsa ik cranium  
-sit  aff. suffix which forms 

ordinal numerals  
 

-sɪt  aff. causative suffix   
sɪsmɔn sg. sɪsmɔn-at n. plant sp. leaves of which are used for both 

human and veterinary medicine 
sit-at, st-at pl. sit-e (Km), 

st-et (Tp) 
n. plant sp. Grewia 

bicolor Juss 
cf. Pokot sit-et  

soɠ, sui pl. soɠ-ek. soɠ-ok 
goal case, soɠ-o 
source case 

n. (1) mountain (2) rock   

soɠ an  n. (upper) grinding stone  lit. ‘hand rock’ cf. rat-an ŋɔɛ-ɛs 
soi pl. soi-tin n. large barrel of honey 

beer (Km)  
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sɔcɔn (Km)  n. west, western direction  nɛkɛ soroti mɛ-ɔ sɔcɔn or nɛkɛ 
soroti sɔɪn-ɔ (<- sɔcn-ɔ (The town 
of) Soroti is in the west 

sɔk  n. cattle disease  (cows tremble and have blood in 
dung), contracted when cows eat 
kerenɗus-at plant 

sɔrɔkɪt-at pl. sorɔkit-ut n. agave sp. sap is applied to open wounds 
su pl. suy-an (Km), 

su-ek.  
n. (1) back, (2) behind  su-o source case, su-uk goal case 

sʊ wɛ  n. backbone, spinal cord   
sub,  pl. sub-ut n. grave shrine (L & A 1979:339; not known) 
sʊb. sʊb-ʊg  v. to follow sʊb-a lɔ Follow the cattle!. ni 

sub-a the second 
sʊdɛn sg. sʊdɛn-at n. great gut (colon)   
sʊg. sʊg-ʊg, 
sʊg-ɛs 

 v. to scratch, scratch 
oneself  

sʊg-ɛs-sa I scratch myself. 

sui sg. sui-at n. hill, mountain cf. soɠ  
sʊny pl. sʊny-an n. anus   
sʊs sg. sʊs-at n. wild date-palm 

Phoenix reclinata  
 

susuj pl. susuj-ut n. rumen   
susut sg. susut-at (Km) n. (hairy) bottom   
sut. sut-ug   to lift, carry something 

heavy 
 sut-isa lakwan I lift up the child 
(who has been lying down).  

sʊy-ɛ pl. suy-an (Km) n. (1) waist, (2) lower 
part of back (Tp)  

 

suyan pl. suyan-e n. wild dog  
taba, tebe  (coll.) n. tobacco, snuff  < English? 
taba-at  n. pile of tobacco   
taba-at murkutwɔ pl. tebe murkutwɔ n. plant sp.  lit. ‘tobacco of (a man called) 

Murkutwɔ) , the leaves of which 
are chewed as tobacco 

taban  n. flat rock, plate, used to 
spread grain on  

 

taɓ. taɓ-ʊg  v. to touch taɓ-ɪsa ɓia I touch you.  
taɗ pl. taɗ wem-uk n. lizard sp. lit. ‘elders' lizard’  
tak. tak-ʊg  v. (1) to get, find, 

receive, notice, (2) to 
stamp, step on. 

ɪ-tak-ɪsa nakɔŋa I have got beer; 
ɪ-tak-ɪsa ad I have stepped on a 
tree  

talam sg. talm-at n. locust   
ta(a)nac  int. how many ?  
tanap. tanap-ʊg, 
tɔnap-ʊg 

 v. to dress  cf. Karimojong akɪ-nap 

tan(i)  prep. up to, to (loc.)   
tar(e)  adv. until   
tar-ʊa. tar-ʊa-g  v. to release, send tar-ʊa-k be released 
tarmany sg. tarmany-at n. bird sp. mountain variety of guinea-fowl 

with red feet and red beak; 
taxonomically related to ɔ)dogol 

tarmet-at pl. tarmet-ut n. plant sp. highly useful. cf. Pokot 
tebe; taba (coll.) n. tobacco, snuff   
tɛɓ. tɛɓ-ʊg  v. to wait for  tɛɓ ɪsa nakɔŋa I am waiting for the 
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beer. 
teɓeni sg. teɓenr-at (Tp), 

teɓern-at 
n. (1) aluminium, (2) iron 

rings worn on 
womens' aprons  

 

tɛg pl. tegw-e.  n. (1) foot, leg, (2) 
bottom  

tɛg-ɔ source case, tɛg-ʊk goal case 

tɛg ad pl. tegw-e ed-is n. root  lit. ‘leg of tree’  
tɛg ɔm(-ɔn) ariaŋ pl. tegw-e ɔm(-ɔn) 

ariaŋ 
n. (car) wheel  lit. ‘leg of European donkey’  

tɛɛɠ, teeɠ pl. teeɠ, teeɠ-ot n. bow  akwa(t) tɛɛɠ bow string 
teɠel pl. teɠl-e n. testicle cf. Pokot tarkal pl. terkel  
teɠel kol pl. teɠl-e kora n. plant sp. used i.a. to 

make mingling sticks  
lit. ‘he-goat's testicle’  

teɠwec  n. spirit dwelling in 
stagnant pools or in 
Ficus platyphylla tree  

 

tɛk-at pl. tek-ut n. grass sp.   
tɛɛk  n. bow See teeɠ  
tɛkɛt pl. tek(t)-e, tekt-an 

(Km) 
n. (1) chest, breast, (2) 

wall, (3) slope (of 
mountain)  

tɛkɛt ir house wall 

teleg (coll.) n. seeds in bark of teok 
tree (Ziziphus 
abyssinicus) 

 

teleges pl. telges-ot n. tree squirrel   
tɛm. tɛm-ʊg  v. to drink (e.g. beer)   
tɛɛm pl. tɛɛɠ, teem n. arrow for bleeding 

cows  
 

tɛmɛs. tɛms-ʊg  v. to be drunk  tɛmɛs-sa I am drunkcf. tɛm 
tenus pl. tenus n. beehive, honey drum   
tɛp-ʊg  v. to wait for see tɛɓ  
teok sg. tekw-at n. shrub sp. Ziziphus 

abyssinicus  
 

tɛrɠwɛc pl. terɠwec-e n. (1) lightening (2) 
rainbow 

 

tɛrmɛs pl. tɛrmɛs-ut n. spleen Pokot tɛrmɛs cf. nacu  
tɛs (nɛɓ)  n. grave, used in the 

speech of adherents to 
the kensan cult. 

cf. or nɛɓ  

tesɠw-an pl. tesɠw-i n. cedar (Juniperus 
procera)  

 

tesy-at pl. tesyo (Tp) n. maize < the ethnonym Tes(i)o cf. tosyo 
(Km)  

tɛt sg. tɛt-at n. dew  tɛt ʊ dew on grass; tɛt ed-is dew on 
trees 

tete; tet(-a)  n. (my) father's sister cf. eya  
teuɗ   See   
tɪ. tɪ-ʊg  v. to say, tell tɪ-aklit. ‘It is said’ that ... 
tiɠc-at pl. tiɠc-e n. sedge sp. Cyperus sp.   
tiɠil, tiɠl-at pl. tiɠl-e n. cheek   
tiɠil. tiɠl-ug  v. to be avaricious   tiɠil nɛɓ ɔɔn This man is 

avaricious. 
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tiɠl-at   See tiɠil   
tiɠs-ug  v. to rest  tiɠs-an-ec ijan! Let us rest here!  
tɪlak sg. tɪlak-at n. thorn tree sp. bark is used for both human and 

veterinary medicine 
tɪrmɛt (Km)  v. to be mixed   
tɪryɔŋɔ pl. tɪryɔŋɔ-ut n. molar   
titi pl. tirot n. pole of house or 

granary  
 

titir. titir-ug  v. to support an object 
(so that it stands on its 
own)  

 

too. too-ug  v. to refuse, forbid   
toɓc-at pl. toɓ(c)e, toɓoi 

(Km) 
n. star   

toɓe  n. mud cf. Swahili tope  
tɔɓl-at pl. tɔɓl-ɪ n. elbow   
tobolian-ʊg  v. to play  < Karimojong 
tobul (Km)  v. to be surprised   
tɔcɛl. tɔcɛl-ʊg  v. to make noise  < Karimojong 
tɔd-ʊa. tɔd-ʊa-g  v. to swallow tɔd-ʊ Swallow it!; ɪ-tɔd-ʊa-sa ad I 

have taken my medicine.  
tɔg. tɔg-ʊg, tɔg-ɛs  v. (1) to beat iron (2) to 

smoothen stone for use 
as a grinding stone  

tɔg-ɪsa rat-an I am smoothing the 
stone. 

toɠɛl pl. toɠl-i n. hail, ice  
tɔɠɔ  n. ankle (rarely used)   
tɔkɔl 1 pl. tokol, tokl-an n. bag  
tɔkɔl 2 pl. tokol, tokl-an n. scorpion cf. Pokot tɔkɔɔl scorpion 
tɔkɔl ariaŋ pl. tokol ariaŋ n. sack  lit. ‘European bag’  
tokuɗ. tokuɗ-ug 
(Km) 

 v. to bend down   

tɔlakar  v. to be happy  ɪɗ-ita ija tɔlakar-ɪsa A day of 
happiness has come for me. < 
Karimojong 

tɔlgɔs sg. tɔlgɔs-at n. plant sp. Aloe wilsonii   
tɔlɔk. tɔlɔl-ug  v. to trap   
tɔntɔl-at pl. tɔntɔl-ut n. tree sp.  considered to be a ad cɛ-ɛslit. 

‘sorcerer tree’  
tɔm-ac. tɔm-c-ʊg  v. (1) to fall (itr.), (2) to 

throw to 
tɔm-aɪ(<- tɔm-ac) rat-an ɠun-a! 
Throw the stone to me!  

tɔm-ʊa. tɔm-ʊa-g  v. (1) to drop (tr.), (2) to 
lose  

ɪ-tɔm-ʊa-sa amʊk I have lost a 
shoe. 

tɔnap, tanap. 
tɔnap-ʊg, 
tanap-ʊg 

 v. to dress tɔnap cud Put the headdress on! cf. 
Karimojong akɪ-nap  

tɔŋɔ. tɔŋɔ-ʊg  v. to be angry  cf. Karimojong akɪ-ŋɔ 
topc-at (toɓj-at) pl. top-e n. plant sp. Lannea 

humilis, L. triphylla  
 

tɔrɪk (Km)  v. to form a circle (when 
hunting or when 
taking place for 
celebrations) 

nɔ-mɔ-tɔrɪk-ak ɪnɪ Then they 
formed a circle. 
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tosyo (Km), tesyo 
(Tp) 

 n. maize see tesya-at  

tɔtam. tɔtam-ʊg  v. to think Karimojong akɪ-tam cf. kɪtam 
tu-nɛn  dem. there   
tu-nɛ(n) dig  prep. near   
tu-an (Km)  n. place  mek tu-an ga-sa There is no place 

that ɪ go to.  
tuɓ. tuɓ-ug, tuɓ-es  v. (1) to fill in a hole, (2) 

to bury 
 tuɓ-ak nɛɓ The person is buried.  

tuɗ, tuɗ.   ?  
tug. tug-ug  v. (1) to flee (of game, 

after it has spotted 
person), (2) to frighten 
game 

ɪ-tug iɓa a? Has the game seen you 
(and run away)?  

tukut pl. tukt-e (n), (1) plain (2) lowland   ka-ɓɔn(ɪ)-k-a-sa tukt-o I was born 
in the plains. 

tul. tul-ug  v. (1) to thunder, (2) to 
growl 

 i-tul It has thundered; i-tul kanac 
(Km) The rain is near cf. tulm-ug  

tul-an pl. tul-ɪ n. ant-hill   
tul-kon (coll.) n. raincloud   
tula  (coll.) n. owl considered to be a sorcerer. cf. 

Karimojong e-tula  
tulm-ug  v. to thunder cf. tul  
tumuny pl. tumny-e n. buttock  
tumus pl. tums-e n. cloud   
tuny pl. tuny-e n. lion cf. ŋatuny  
tur. tur-ug  v. to push   
tur-an pl. tur-i n. tree sp. highly useful 
turkɛ sg. turkɛ-at, or nɛɓ 

ɗu ilgw-epl. yoɠ 
ɗu ilgw-e 

p.n. Turkana   

turo pl. turo-ut, tur-ot n. buffalo   
u. u-ug  v. to dig   
u pl. u-ek. u-o 

source case, u-uk 
or u-ok goal case 

n. (1) stomach, belly (2) 
under, below (3)at the 
edge of  

ɔrs-ac kwɛ u-o bɔl Water is falling 
from the cliff. 

ʊ sg. ʊ-at n. grass ʊ is one of the five life forms, i.e., 
major groupings of So 
biotaxonomy. I addition to all 
kinds of grass spp., it also includes 
some grain plants such as finger 
millet 

ʊ bɛj  n. grass sp. lit. ‘white grass’ used for roof 
thatching 

ʊ ɗu  n. grass sp. red grass’ ʊ ɗu ik sg. ʊ-at ɗu iklit. 
‘grass of red head’ , ʊ impɔyɔk sg. 
u-at impɔyɔklit. ‘hare grass, hares 
are said to like this grass), ʊ 
keɓunlit. ‘keɓun grass’  

uc sg. uc-at n. marrow   
ud pl. ud-i n. short gwas-at nɪ ud a short woman; ud 

gwas-at The woman is short.  
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uɗuɗ pl. uɗuɗ-ot n. nape (of neck) uɗuɗ ik lit. ‘nape of head’ occiput, 
back of the head; uɗuɗ ir back of 
the house; uɗuɗ soɠ back of the 
mountain. 

uɠ. uɠ-ug  v. to kindle dɛ a uɠ-es She likes kindling the 
fire.  

uɠ-(u)a. uɠ-ug, 
uɠ-ua-g 

 v. to store (e.g. fruit), to 
put in  

 

uɠur, uɠur-ug  v. to stir, mix (Tp) cf. ukur  
uk sg. uk-at (Km) n. ash  
ʊk sg. ʊk-at n. vine sp. root used for treating back pain 

and venereal diseases 
ukokol (Tp), 
kokol (Km) 

pl. koɠl-an, koɠl-e n. armpit   

ukur. ukur-ug 
(Km) 

 v. to stir, mix See uɠur  

ukwan, ukwan-ac. 
ukwan(-c)-ʊg 

 v. to descend, go down.  ukwan-isa eu I am going down to 
the village. 

ʊl. ʊl-ʊg, ul-ɛs  v. to cover (up)   
um. um-ug  v.t. to smell  
umkat  n. plant sp. Commiphora 

sp.  
(L & A 1979:326) 

umkot(-a)  n. (my) father's sister, 
brother's wife 

See uwam(-a)  

umtac rɔn-at  v. to blow one's nose umtac itia rɔn They are blowing 
their noses. 

umus sg. ums-at n. plant sp. Euclea 
latidens, E. 
grandicornis  

highly useful 

uno pl. uno-ut n. sorghum cultivar (L & A 1979:210; not known) 
upk(w)-at pl. pu-ek n. Pokot  
uran pl. uran n. shadow (not of man)  cf. sɛs 
ʊrʊm. ʊrm-ʊg, 
ʊrm-ɛs 

 v. to collect, gather ʊrm-ac iɠe! ɠather everything!  

urur (Km)  v. to peep through (e.g. 
hole)  

 

us, us-og  a., s.v. fat; to be or become fat  
us-ie beli  n. money  lit. ‘silver things’  
us-(i)ek nyamug, 
us(i)-e(n) nyamug 

 n. rubbish heap  lit. ‘bad things’  

us-uk  n. something  us-(i)en this (thing). in ɪ-ŋɛn-ɪsa 
us-uk I didn't see anything. 

usak pl. usak (Km) n. crow cf. kʊrʊk (Tp) 
uset sg. uset-at n. mountain tree twigs develop a red colour; is said 

to indicate the end of the year 
usike  n. head disease   
usukut kus pl. usukuteo kus n. bellows  (L & A 1979:333) 
utut pl. utut n. gorge between 

mountains  
 

uwam(-a) pl. umkot(-a) n. father's sister, brother's 
wife  

 

wa pl. we-i a. big wa gabs-at There is plenty of food; 
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we-i yoɠ iɔɔn Those people are big. 
wac  n. urine wac lɔ cow's urine; ko-wac-ɓa 

naman! You will urinate right 
now! (a common threat)  

wak  v. to soak (L & A 1979:349 not known) 
wal. wal-ɔ   prep. in front of, on top of  source case, wal-ɪk goal case  
wal-soɠ pl. wel-in sui n. (mountain) peak   
wa(a)m pl. wem-uk n. old man, elder   
waŋok sg. waŋok-at n. tree sp., Fagara 

chalybea  
highly useful 

war. war-ʊg kwɛ, 
war-ɛs kwɛ 

 v. to rain  

war-ʊg  n. rain  
was pl. weet n. lamb, kid was ɛlɛn pl. wes elin lamb; was get 

pl. wes get kid 
wasn-at pl. wasn-e n. mushroom sp.  cf. ɔsin 
wɛs (Km)  v. to drink (of many 

people) cf. wɛt  
 

wes-ac. wes-c-ug  v. (1) to sprout (2) to 
have smallpox 

ɪ-wes-ac ŋam The sorghum has 
sprouted; ɪ-wes-ac may-on or ɪ 
wes-ac ɓaak He has smallpox. 

wes-ɗin  pl n. wild boar  see nawɛs 
wesɗ-at pl. wes-e n. plant sp. Acacia 

drepanolobium  
 

wɛt. wɛt-ʊg, 
wɛt-ɛs 

 v. (1) to drink (2) to 
smoke (3) to take 
medicine 

wɛt-ɪɓa peet? Do you smoke a 
pipe?; wɛt-ɪsa ad I am taking 
medicine. ed-is (in) wɛt-aklit. ‘trees 
which are drunk’ medicinal plants. 
nɔ-wɛs-ac gɪ Then beer is drunk 
(by many people)cf. wɛs  

weet  pl n. lamb, kid See was  
weti. weti-ug  v. to laugh, smile weti-es! Smile! 
wi, wi-tin pl n. (1) cattle pen (2) 

village  
 

wɪ-ac  v. to fill ɪ-wɪ-ac gɪ-at ka erek They filled 
the honey container with honey. 

wɪcɪ, wɪrɔn  n. small mountain variety 
of guinea-fowl 

(onomatopoeic name) 

wɪran. wɪrn-ʊg  v. to turn around   
wɪrɔn sg. wɪrn-at  See wɪcɪ   
wit. wit-ug, wit-es  v. to look, check  ga-ʊ wit lɔ yo(n) nɛkɛ Check 

whether the cows are there!. 
wit-s-ɔ (Km) Look at it! 

wit(ua). wit-ua-g, 
wit-ug 

 v. to spy   

wat-at  n. cattle or elephant dung wat-at lɔ cow dung cf. ɪj  
wat-ɛn pl. wat-ɪ n. side, flank  wat-ɛn ir the side of a house 
we-i  pl n. big see wa  
weɓɗ-at  n. eland see wepek  
wɛcɪ  n. sand   
we-ac, we-c-og  v. to be satiated, full we-c-og yoɠ ag ir The house is full 

of people; we-c-og ir The house is 



Bernd Heine and Eithne Carlin: A draft dictionary of So 

50 

Headword sg./pl. PoS English Example, additional information 

full. 
wei-sit. wei-sit-ug  v. to fill  
wet-at pl. wet-in n. stranger, guest   
wɛgɛg, weg-ot 
(Km) 

 n. rodent sp.  (can empty granary within 3 to 4 
days) 

wem-uk  n. old men, elders wem-k-ak goal case. pl. see wa(a)m 
wena  n. flat area, steppe, 

clearing 
mɔ-wen-at-es And the country 
became flat (after being burned by 
fire) 

wepek pl. wepek-ut (Tp); 
weɓɗ-at, wepetpl. 
weɓɗ-e (Km) 

n. eland   

wer  v. to be numerous, many  wer get There are many goats.  
were pl. wer-ot n. irrigation ditch   
wi pl. wi-tin n. cattle pen   
wites  v. to lie down (as if 

sleeping) 
 wites-sa I am lying down.  

(w)otek maɗ (Km)  n. creeping pumpkin 
plant  

 

wwer  pl  good See kolog  
yag  v. to be far yag ica He is far away.  
yag-mɔs  v. to be different   
yas-ɔ, yɛsɔ (Km)  v. to avoid, leave aside ɪɗ ɪr-ɛ gabs-at na-yasɔ ɓɪa Why 

have you left the food?  
yatʊk  adv. tomorrow, next day   
yec. (i)yec-ug, 
(i)yec-es 

 v. to know yec-isa ɓia I know you; yec ɓɛr-ʊg 
ɗom-ek He knows how to make 
pots.  

yeɗ pl. yeɗ-ut, yeɗ-ek n. name yeɗ-a my name; ic yeɗ-ɓi(a)? 
What is your name?  

yɛsɔ  v. to leave, desert, 
abandon  

 

yey (coll.) n. meat See e-at  
yoo  adv. this morning   
yoɠ pl., yoɠ-ok, 

yʊɠ-ʊk (Km) 
n. people goal case, yoɠ-o source case 

yoɠ-oro one's own people, my 
people. see nɛɓ  

yoka (Km)  adv. once (upon a time)   
yo(ko), yono  conj. if  
yɔn, yɔn-at,  pl. yon-ek (Km), 

yon-ot (Tp) 
n. vulture   

yon ewi gi  adv. late afternoon 
(between 4 and 6 pm)  

lit. ‘when the sun sinks’  

yono  adv. early cf. yo(ko)  
yʊɠ-ʊk (Km)   See yoɠ   
yut-at pl. yut-in; iyot n. (1) thief, (2) mountain 

bird sp. considered to 
be a sorcerer (ɠwek 
cɛ-ɛs  

 

 


