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+4The Argument,

The piece begins with a flute solo, perhaps Gongduk or proto-
Kiranti, sounding alone in the high Himalayas, before the dawn
of recorded history. Daughterlanguages develop, the flute
melody becomes more complex, drawing in elements from the
other Neolithic inhabitants of these ancient mountains. Then,
dramatically, the oboe enters, perhaps echoing Tibetan. Flute
and oboe intertwine, all the rich polyphony of Tibeto-Burman is
born. A descending phrase marks the movement down from the
hills into the iridescent forests of Burma; can this be Jingpho?
Suddenly, the harsh croak of the bassoon wrecks the dance of
oboe and flute; it is the sound of SinoTibetan theories being
advanced by aborigines from undercivilised nations. Flute and
oboe are in disarray, confused. The oboe begins to look
elsewhere, flirting with Sino-Caucasian (dark-coloured notes in
the lower register) and Sino-Austronesian (dancing high notes).
The intricate but essentially pointless bassoon ostinato of Sino-
Tibetan continues in the bass register, fuelled by substance
ingestion. The flute meanwhile, is enraptured by the gorgeous
array of Bodish and the oboe joins with it to expel the Sino-
Tibetans, who gradually fall silent. The piece ends with the
triumph of Sino-Bodic, like the singing of a thousand birds in a
liquidambar tree. The flute is joined by piccolo and alto flute in
an inverted chord, symbolising the predilections of the

supporters of Sino-Bodic.
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triomphe du Sino—Bodique: tous les oiseaux commencent a chanter
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Die Ursprung der Sino-Bodischen Sprachen?
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