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Preface 
 
The present manuscript is a dictionary of the Kalabari language, originally in the possession of the late Kay 
Williamson of the University of Port Harcourt. The author is anonymous, but internal evidence suggests if 
must have been prepared in the 1960s or 1970s. That it survives is due to Silvia Kouwenberg of the 
University of the West Indies, who took a photocopy of the typescript while in Nigeria in the 1990s, as part 
of fieldwork on the Kalabari language. The original typescript was nowhere to be found in Professor 
Williamson’s house, following her death in 2005. The pdf version presented here was prepared by Dr. 
Kouwenberg from her photocopy. 
 
Ideally the dictionary should be published, although it would be helpful to discover the author and give him 
or her credit. The manuscript was word-processed at the behest of Dr. Kouwenberg, but it has proven 
difficult to translate the file into a modern format. If it is possible eventually to produce a more useable 
manuscript, an introduction can be written and the text updated with the collaboration of the Kalabari 
community. 
 

Roger Blench 
Cambridge 

09 August 2008 
 



1 
A 

6 : 3rd person fem. sing,; pron.; she: her 

e.g. she i s  coming; her chjildren, 

feninine sing. pron; o f  h$, 6  sd&$: She is going 

(sub3 .) 

& dge: drive hex- a w ~ v  (obj.) mb"e Qlr6pZ this i s  her cloth,  

. t Her cloth. 6 pron. Rer. Object form of t h i r d  

person feminine, singular pronoun. It i s  used only 

when the  %lEov&ng word i n  the sentence begins with a 

consonant ; cf. . o r  & S -  He i s  call ing her. 

2% 6 kg s6i5 It took her away, 

prefixed t o  a noun t o  f o r a  plural  when qualifying 

worEl precedes. 

a- pref. plural .  It i s  prefixea to  a consoncant-initial 

noun when preaeded by a qual i f ier .  

s$n - 6  branches o f  trees:  

opii a-w&T big housea: 

opu a-W&$ m 6  the big houses, 
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