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Introduction

The present manuscript was among those left by the late Kay Williamson, apparently produced by Mr. Levi
Sika, whose original preface is included below. | have been charged with the task of reading and editing
these manuscripts and ensuring their eventual distribution and publication. This particular dictionary was
prepared in 1995 and seems to have been typed onto a Macintosh without proofreading. The file was
converted to IBM word format but no further changes were made. The task of identifying lacunae and
resolving queries is under way, but in the meantime, the dictionary seems to be so valuable that it is
worthwhile circulating it in the present form. | have left all the comments and queries in the text in order to
clarify the status of certain entries.

I have made the following changes for this circulation version;

1. English corrected [the English is highly idiosyncratic and it is not at all clear what the author intends
at times. | have left these entries for further research]

. Fonts changed from IPA Kiel, SIL Doulos to Times New Roman [but some conversions were
uncertain and so have been left until more information is available]

3. Text formatted as a table

4. Scientific names added

5. New synonymns added
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. Cross-references added
. Etymologies added
. Parts of speech re-assigned

I have not so far been able to find the original manuscript from which the text was typed but a search is
under way. The appendices referred to in the text have so far not come to light. Several other sources on
Kirike have been used in the editing, including Kay Williamson’s transcriptions in her ms. ‘Comparative
ljoid’, Richard Freeman’s notes on Kirike fish names and my own notes on Kirike musical instruments.

I am well aware of the many problems with the present document. Nonetheless, it seems to me that the
information is so rich and many epxressions so unusual, that it makes the usual dictionaries of African
languages seem very pallid. | hope in due course to do full justice to the manuscript.

Roger Blench
Cambridge
Sunday, 15 May 2005
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Original compiler’s preface
1. Special consultants

(a) BIBLIOGRAPHY:: Gospels and other Biblical books by Ven Archs. H.E. Oriaku & B.A. Obuoforibo.
Gospels, Biblical books, and scripts by Committee of Translators.

Teke Na Nime Na by accredited Translators. Okrika Primer by W.W. Peters; Kabo Na Gbun Ekwein Na
by Dinah Kalio; Tatari Go Diri by Levi Sika.

(b) PERSONALITIES:

Mr M.D. Selema (Late)

Mrs Margaret Ine Sika (Late)

Chief A.A. Jamabo

Chief 1.K. Gbobo

Chief (Dr) A.S. Abam

Mr S.L. Owubokiri (Late)

Rev. Canon Vincent B.D. Aminadoki (Late)
Ven. Arch. B.A. Obuoribo

9. Mr B.D. Iwo (Late)

10.Rev. S.A. Oforibo (Late)

11.Mr 1.D. Gogo

12.Some individual members of the Okrika Bible Translation Project.

Nk~ wNE

(c) PHONOLOGY:: Mr George J. Orupabo
(d)EDITORIAL CONSULTANT STAFF:

1. Professor Kay Williamson
2. Professor E.J. Alagoa
3. Dr Charles E.W. Jenewari

2. Appendixes

(i) Glossary of obsolete words

(i) The level tone mark

(iii) Words related to culture and ceremonies

(iv) Counting system in Okrika

(v) Talking Instruments

(vi) Table of Words: Antonyms, Synonyms, Homophones, Homonyms, Onomatopoeia, Coined
Words. Changed words, Borrowed Words.

(vii) Table of Names of Fishes, Animals, Birds, Reptiles, Insects, Trees

(viii)  Some Common Biblical Words in Kirike

[N.B. the appendices were apparently never typed. Editor]

3. General Introduction

The aim of the Okrika Word Book is to provide the general reader of Okrika language with as much up-to-
date informative words and facts as can be compiled within a single manageable volume, in the most readily
accessible presentation. It is unfortunate, a language will have to be explained to its owners in a foreign
language which here serves as lingua franca. This goes to emphasise the fact that the Word book is more
concerned with the literate class that suffers the language deficiency. Of course, it has to be explained to
them in the language they can better understand. This is therefore a boon to those who encounter this
difficulty, whose limited vocabulary tends to run down in their stock of expression. This is also the reason
why the standard of explanation is not elementary. To the rest of people who may not make the most of the
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explanation, their stock of vocabulary is increased by words either new or synonymous to those they know.
This Word Book is concerned with the whole world of Kirike Se from Ole, Isaka, Bolo, Abuloma, Ogu to
the Island. People who speak Kirike can be divided into two groups: those who have inherited it as their
birth tongue, and those who are compelled to use it as a second language. The latter may further be split into
two sub groups:

(a) the original bilingual people like the Abulomas and
(b) the village dwellers who, in considering their strangers or for purposes of their business, accommodate
a foreign language. But we find it fairly stable on the island, Ogu, Bolo, Isaka and Qle.

It should also be noted that the Kirike spoken on the island, that is, the main town, is homogeneous, not
heterogeneous. It could be likened to the Union Igbo of the Ibos or the Yoruba spoken in Lagos, because it
could be understood by every Okrika man from the other towns of the district. But the indigenous Kirike
spoken in Ogu or Ogoloma contains more original words and therefore stocks more obsolete words for
general use. Here the language is heterogeneous. For instance, the word *buan’ (a parent-in-law or Qgo) is
only spoken by the Ogu people as buleri (to bluff or 1616 is peculiar to the Ogolomas; there are many of
such examples. Therefore this book tends to serve the nation with what is common to the nation (see
appendix I).

This book should not be taken for a complete dictionary of the Okrika language, for it does not give all that
is expected of a dictionary as language changes daily. Even with advanced languages there are diverse
dictionaries to explain things, but suffice it to be, that it is time Okrika had a reference book in the language.
At this stage of language study it is necessary we relieve ourselves of being confronted with a word which
appears completely new to us. It is true sometimes the context in which a word occurs allows us to make a
reasonable guess at its meaning; sometimes the context does not help at all. Either way, our reaction may
then be to reach for the dictionary or Word book to discover the meaning.

4. Acknowledgements

This collection of over 7000 words from the whole Kirike-be-se and all her dialects, has been compiled by
dint of hard devoted endeavour encouraged by the availability of resources and materials. It has been an
exercise | was delightfully pushed into by the young man, George Orupabo. It was he, who, seeing our
lacking situation, suggested to me, after the Rivers State Language Workshop staged under the auspices of
the Rivers Readers Project (R.R.P.) of Professors E.J. Alagoa and Kay Williamson fame, in 1988, to compile
a dictionary of Okrika language. "What is the idea? Who will use it? In what form and expression can it be
written? Are we ripe enough to have a dictionary?" | asked him. In reply he said, "We need to retain our
language for posterity; besides, it will give you name." | then made a promise to think about it. At another
instance he broached the topic, reminding me of it. Then after thinking in his line in order to retain our
language | deemed it necessary to take it up as a challenge. | prayed over it and embarked upon the venture
after surveying the wide field of research. And today, thank goodness! We can proudly say we have got
Okrika Language recorded, though in Kirike/English and vice versa.

My first thanks go to this young man, George Orupabo, and may | ask the entire Okrika nation to thank him
for his foresight. It was in 1990 | started the big task, using the available stock of materials in bibliography
and personalities. In my early research | hinted my late mother who wove the weft of the basket by
supplying me with the necessary ideas on correct pronunciation of words and synonyms. Then to our Late
Pa M.D. Selema, who gave me an exercise book, containing some collections he had already made, through
which | scanned and picked quite a good number of words. And so also to late Mr B.D Iwo who also gave
me his collections in a small note book. These two did give me a good inkling of experience on the venture.
I thank them as they peacefully rest. Like a keen steerer of a swift boat, late "Opu Saa" S.L. Owubokiri had
been my director and chief consultant, who kept me abreast of the times in current and obsolete words. May
my thanks rest with him in peace. And so to the late young Revs. Aminadoki and Oforibo, who showed me
the biblical style of interpreting meanings of words. May my thanks rest with them in peace. To the
honourable rest of Chiefs and gentlemen on the list of personalities, | say thanks; these were they who
readily gave me their attention each time | consulted them; moreso, | say my heartfelt thanks to Chief (Dr)
A.S. Abam and Dr Dima Dennis Fiberesima by whose financial aid | put my constant revisal write-ups sifted
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now and again until the overall computer programme aided by the University of Port Harcourt through
Professor Kay Williamson, brought the production work to an upshot. I am very grateful to you all.

Last word for further editions either by the author or budding writers: Okrika would, after this publication,
expect Okrika wordbook published completely in Kirike, that is, not in Kirike/English. This will be when
literacy is completely dawn on Okrika, when the reading class can read meanings of Okrika words in Kirike,
just as the following epitome:

abago n etete ini nwo se chin inji be-e

akpo a. chingbolu biaka-gkuma; béleka

amakéana v deriye se nwengima bQro; ama duko nwengima boro

bdkyroma v inyo chua ye mi¢; teme se ye bu chuu; inyo baa ye piri

blodéki vV sarama nwengi so; ibigkuma mu

chgchi n teke wari; nime chu Tamung boma nyo. Tamune bereni ogbo

chiema v ye se gbukukuma koroma

dikisima v ye se yechinka; ye oki iderima

dleindin v oju by chuaye se elekima mié kururu-nyana fibg piri

fali a. dekichi¢

fangakpée v bukarakarama pakabia ye piri

igho n ini itoli-itoli bu dori pakuma ye se inji baabia erechi

inji n mengi bie anga oboku-pulo bu sime dumo nyana ye, sangulu chua, efeferi chua, piki
oki-isamsam (pamba) nyana; nangug oju nyana wu

nwéngi Vv gbori nye weriso mu jinyg laa, bug by

sukulu n diri dawo wari

5. Pronunciation key

Pronunciation of Okrika words is closely associated to tone marks as the language is phonetical. There are
three main symbols used to indicate stress: These are high (7) as in 'aga’ (cane), low () as in 'aga’ (age), and

level or down step (-) as in 'aga’ (fish). Two other rarely used symbols are the falling and rising tone marks,
e.g. 'Inji' (fish) rising; '‘énémi' (palm fruit) falling. More examples of falling and rising tone marks: Aba'?
(Do | come?); Asa'? (Do | go?); 'Sd' (Go), 'B8' (Come), 'TT" (Play). Another form of stress is the double
vowel like 'faa’, ‘maa’, iin', 'gbuun’, etc. There are nine vowels in Kirike, five of which are wide and the
remaining four narrow in sound. Both vowels and consonants numbering thirty-four form the alphabet of
Kirike. These are

VOWELS CONSONANTS

a as in &ma (town) b as in ban (bee)

a as in aba (shoulders) b as in bard (yam)

a as in bara (hand) ch as in chin (stick)

¢ as in éné (day) d as in dédé (morning)
e as in égede (flat hat) d as in diri (book)

g as in éle (field) f as in fikifiki (saw)

¢ as in éré (name) g as in goo (to read)

¢ as in éndeém (nit) gb as in gbam (u) (bell)
¢ as in péndg (dance) h as in h¢hé (light)

i asin iri (blade) j as in jaja (spray/sprinkle)
1as in iri (thread) k as in kir1 (ground)
1as in ir1 (missing) kp as in kpakd (gorilla)
i asin irf (you) i as in lolia (star)
Tasinirt (1) m as in maa (these)

1as in ik (selfish) n as in nint (nose)

O as in 6l6ko (law) nw as in nwo (as)
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O as in 010 (pomade) ny as in nyo (place)
0 as in Ogo (Inlaw) p as in pua (separate)
0O as in 616 (cough) ras inrala (ruler)
0 as in 0kolobi (parrot) s as in sist (please)
0 as in 616 (hold) ras in tord (chalk)
U as in gbula (mullet fish) v as in vin (veer)

U as in gbudn (deep) w as in wa (we)

U as in masa (putrified) y as in yé (thing)

U as in sgnu (cane) z as in zaa (scatter)
U as in ukua (rice fruit)

U as in fara (bad smell)

5. Unproductive letters

A few of our letters in the Okrika alphabet are not rich in producing words in the sense that they are rare as
word-beginners, even though they are quite exhaustive in usage as middle letters. In some cases, of course,
they begin syllables and here they figure more frequently. These letters are, nw, ny, r, u, u, z.

6. The down step or level sign

The pronunciations of some vowels in some words either lack stress or have loose stress; the vowel is not
firm or tense. This creates some difficulty in accentuation. One can only make out the difference mainly by
careful listening. | have tried to introduce a third category in our pronunciation scheme with the symbol (-)
on top of such vowel stress. We should therefore have three classes of stress in our pronunciation scheme;
these are the high (/), the low (\), and the middle or level (-) signs to distinguish them. Furthermore, as | have
remarked, it is not easy to distinguish the middle stress and cannot be done by hard and fast rule. The stress
is relative to usage. For instance, in the following example the vowel tends to wave as it combines with
another word or usage; 'bara' in 'baratumgbaliinimé' becomes heightened. Another discovery is, there is a
tendency of a 'curve' or 'double sound' if the stress is dragged or prolonged e.g. julepuma (clumsily),
feleema (stealthily) miema mun (continue doing). These endings require sharp and prompt pronouncement
or utterance as in dQpo (plank) ikpikpa (ladder), ijiri (mango) etc.

More examples of this are found in &ga (fish) as distinct from aga (cane) or agaga (side); dimo (life) as
distinct from dumo (be alive); kg (vomit or in this manner) as distinct from ¢kg (white mangrove) or Qko
(ulcer); do$kipakumabo (to discover) as distinct from do$kipakumabg$ (a discoverer) irt (missing) as
distinct from iri (blade); also in some of the 'bu' prefixed/suffixed words we get these examples: anjbu™»

(on account of that), minabd (oneself), b(timaka (perhaps), bané mi (used to; awareness). They also
characterise rise and fall accentuation.

7. Diphthongs/double vowels

Added to the pronunciation or sound value of the nine vowels there is another striking feature in Kirike,
Diphthongs and synaeresis play some important role in reducing the precipice of language expression. In
Kirike we have the following examples:

ia as in fia'fia (clean), bia (bright);

va as in dQabg (helper), pda (mockery);
ua as in pua (separate);

ei as in ingei (one), atéi (ten);

ei as in téin (more), kéin (hair-do?;

i¢ as in chie (stand), mie (do);

oe as in bée (come), sée (go);

ug as in arge (it's a canoe), gmae (it's war).
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Even though accentuation signs help to produce the correct tone in the language, their use must not be
monotonous or else they disfigure the page of any written material. Once one is conversant with letters, there
may not be the use of these signs except for rare occasions where the need demands it. The common signs of
accentuation are 6, Q, e. i. aa, a, others for emphasis are maa, ngii, double letters.

8. Etymology and grammar keys

The etymology of Kirike can be traced to the Tjo language which forms the derivatives of most of its words.
As always the case of all languages, especially those not written, they sometimes corrupt into something
absolutely different from the original. For example "human being" is 'keme" in Ijo and ‘tomb'b¢' in Kirike.
But the word 'keme" in Kirike now is applied to ceremonial mourning for a 'human being', wife or husband.
Pei is to eat fish or meat, but it means to cut or carve fish or meat etc. in Jjo.

The idea is still retained. Here are examples changed in spelling.

Ijo Kirike Meaning
ara ari she

eri ori he

bo bé come

be bé this (man)
beni meéngi water
eré-ara érémbo$ woman
ebi ibi good

(o]0][0] o]0][0] bo$losiki(tararisika)  long ago
béingba mimgba today
erésini eréchi therefore
indt inji fish
kalatob0$  kalatoku small child
OWeéibo$ owuabg man

ofoni féni bird
Kirig'timi  kirisimé sitdown
seibQ$ sibQ$ bad person

The Okrikans left their place of origin — Ijoland and settled in their new abode thousands of years ago. Down
the years, later generations and new settlements came into them and corruption or change of language
ensued. As in English you have derivatives from Latin, French, Greek etc, so in modern Kirike you find
Hausa, Ibo and Yoruba. This linguistic metamorphosis is a normal phenomenon and cannot be easily ruled
out. It should be accommodated as the ages roll on. What we should look up to is speaking the correct
language in its correct pronunciation and correct writing.

The volume here contains words most commonly used in a more or less uniform fashion in communicating
within ourselves intelligibly. In short, these words provide the understandable mode of expression. Most of
them are current since they are produced at such a time when literacy dawns on the age. Nonetheless there
are indications of obsolete words like kile (majority), bachi (strength), iguangi (money), okoba (money),
ononi (mercy) which had been in use and can be treated as old Kirike.

For a guide the following symbols or abbreviations should be noted: der, for derived from, Eng. for English,
Igbo for Igbo, Ha. for Hausa, Yor. for Yoruba (n) for Noun, (a.) for Adjective, (adv.) for Adverb, (excl.) for
Interjection, (con.) for Conjunction, (v) for Verb, (collog.) for Collogial, (sl.) for Slang, (obs.) for Obsolete,
(ph.) for Phrase, (ph.w) for Phrase word, (abb.) for Abbreviated.

Language all over is always made up of words original and borrowed and since it is a medium of expression
understood by all of one area, Okrika language falls into the form of a graft with the stock and scion. Thus
the imgbuky' that is, the native, original Okrika tolerates or accepts some foreign words in making the
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language. Such new words will therefore adapt the 'sound’ spelling e.g., sukulu (<Eng.); beli (<Eng.); ube
(<lgbo); moinmoin (<Yor.); goro (<Ha.).

9. Formation of Words
The formation of new words falls into three classes mainly: calques, loanwords and coinages.

1. Calques are the natural and direct way to get at words for their foreign equivalents. This is derived by
getting the direct meaning of word in the mother tongue. These may be single, compound or double, and
sometimes sentence words; thus: Count = ki¢"@n; read = g6o6; length = ndnguoe/isun; breadth = finji; height
= gélé; depth = gbiin; heritage = diagkiyé; afternoon = énékaka; submissive = b{sékiripiri; necessary =
miekamiekabara.

2. Loanwords are borrowed words that change their form. They are split into two categories:

(a) Those that were originally English and are now corrupted or changed by spelling into a new form to
suit the mother tongue, that is, by adaptation; Shilling = silingi (sili); pound = pdni (pam); awning =
onini; school = sukulu; bowl = bgli; teacher = ticha; church = chgchi; dirty = doti; number =
governor = govina; consul = kdsini; sum (mathematics) = som(u); damned fool = damful; son of a
bitch = songfabich.

(b) There is the other class where borrowed words totally substitute for the original because of their
popularity or more common usage. These are therefore adopted by substitution e.g. aziza (lIgbo) for
ilia or isula (broom); ¢ji (Igbo) for idapd (kola nut); dkpara (Igbo) for taribg (first son); ahyekére
(Igbo) for barambi (groundnuts).

3. Coinage is another class where words are formed by means of changing the main word or stem by means
of prefixing "bu" or "ye" to the stem; and also by combining two words of same or two languages e.g.
addition = yéchua or kiengb6loma; subtraction = yésin; multiplication = yébari (multiply = bari); division
= yédia; counting = yékien; boastful = biboma; exalting = b{déki-chiema; argumentative = béréégio (if
permissible) béréchiogbd; bugadini bukeke; bishoprick = bisgpkiri. Coinage in many cases arises out of
some historical or spectacular event. For instance, the word 'genocide’ meaning extermination of racial group,
was coined by Dr Raphael Lemkin in 1944. (Gk genos ‘race’ + cide “kill”) that is, during the Second World
War of 1939 1945. So also in Kirikg, many words are coined in answer to events and developing influx of
fashion. Thus in our increasing vocabulary we have the following as a few examples: d¢doli meaning to
struggle and contend with some opposing force; dachga-masini is photostat machine; égberifieyé means
riddle; fésa means something of no use or importance, something attained without labour; iwgbarakpdimbi
is a nickname given to a menopause who is fond of applying make-up' to her feature; 1616i is encased cooked
‘fufu’ loaf smoothly packed in polythene bags; Qkuein-nimé is poem; kibiewari means conscience; vgda
means eating voraciously and untidily; wulé is an expression of casting aspersion on someone, so-akpakpa
or akpakpa-feni for locust, abaji-wari for ship, bddo for grabbing and sharing (see Appendix vi).

It should be noted that sentence expressions like 'yé daw¢ wari' for school, 'Tamune teke wari' for church,
are no words; they explain things by meaning and therefore do not increase or develop our stock of
vocabulary. They can only be used when there is inevitable need for explanation. Furthermore, adopting
foreign expressions or sentences in the language is irregular and dangerous. For instance, many carelessly
express the following phrases; Q di ka' for ani sime oku', ma emele di' for ‘matite' or ‘ma ¢lg chiema’,
Names may be tolerated but even then, for purposes of retaining identity, foreign names should be scrapped.
Dick, James, Fortunatus, Levi, Samuel, Oghbonna, Akpan, do not show any trace of the bearer as an Okrikan,
rather Bapakaye, Orakuro, Kaine, Tokoni, Somiari, report identity.



10. Synonyms, homonyms, and antonyms

When Okrika literature assumes its stand the use of these literal examples will profusely be exploited,
because Okrika is rich in them. In this volume only a few accentuation has been used to denote some. All the
same the user of this book will find the examples for himself.

A word by accentuation can mean several words e.g., 'chiri' could be market square or leopard; 'kiri* could
be land, different, cut; dbiri" could be dog or smart, etc. These are homonyms. Examples of antonyms that is,
words opposite in meaning could be 'si' (bad) and ibi' (good); ‘'nyana’ (have) and ‘fama’ (lose); 6wubg' (man)
and éremenibg' (woman); ‘dumo’ (alive) and 'fi' (dead). Synonyms are those similar in meaning e.g., 'kala'
(small) and 'boka’ (little); 'bo’ (plenty) and 'baka’ (much); 'pere' (wealthy) and ala’ (rich).

11. Explanatory notes

Material in this Word Book has been arranged in the order considered to be the most convenient for the user.
All items in it are in one alphabetical list: words of the common vocabulary names of towns, quarters and
persons. Similarly, all information within a vocabulary entry has been arranged for the convenience of the
user. In general information about spelling and pronunciation indicated by the accentuation marks on the
word, where necessary, comes first; the part of speech next in brackets; meanings with derivatives where
necessary, last.

The entry word appears in large bold-face type at the left of sheet or page. A full key to the pronunciation
system appears inside the front cover of this book. Italicised letters in brackets or single abbreviated letters
after the word indicate the part of speech. Inflected forms of words from the entry word are written in italics
with their meanings in brackets after them. Entries that are limited in usage are marked with such italicised
labels as collog., sl., obs., echoic, etc. Definitions are individually numbered where necessary. Etymologies
appear in square brackets after the definitions of the entry. Synonyms are marked with the hyphen and
abbreviation of synonym e.g., Syn in blocks.

12. Inflected forms

The following are examples of inflected forms of words which are of regular usage in Okrika. The user of
this book should carefully note them particularly the varied use of ma' as suffix.

These include:

(i) Nouns with double spellings, where a bracket envelopes the last letter to suggest a second
pronunciation, and also the é' and 6'/¢' to begin a new pronunciation, akam(u), akom(u), gbum(a),
gom(u). égbégbé/dgbégbé, eégbélérémé/ogbeleréme. ingaji or ngaji (spoon) inda or hda (fish) éféré
or ¢féré (plate) ¢féféri or éféféri (scale) 6gbe or égbe = bird (hammerkop). All these words are in
common use in Kirike.

(ii) The important use of ‘ma’ as suffix.

(@) In forming Verbs from Nouns or other Verbs: Kpdma = to set confusion between two. (From kpe = tie).
Sima = to make bad; to spoil. (From si = evil) Karakarama = to make ready. (From karakara = orderly).
dinma = to change. (From din = change).

(b) In forming Verbs from Adjectives: galagalama = to scatter. (From galagala = scattered). fiafiama = to
clean up. (From fiafia = clean). kpekima = to concern with. (< kpeki = near).

(c) In forming Adverbs from Adjectives: beinma = fully. (From bein = full). gbederema = complacently.
(From gbedere = satisfied), gbighima = firmly. (From gbigbi = tight). felema = laxily, stealthily. (From fele
= slow). julepuma = clumsily. (From julepu = clumsy). kueinma = keenly. (From kuein = clear). Kiénma
= thriftily, economically. (From Kkién = counting). yauma = silently. (From yau = quiet).
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Compound words are obtained from Nouns and Verb-nouns (gerunds) e.g., &ka-fian', &pian-fi', ‘fin-joi', 'ye-
mie' (see the 'ye' series under the alphabet 'y").

(i) 'Ma’ as epithet. ‘ma’ is used as a definite article before or after the word it qualifies. It is used in the
plural number and also as quantitative adjective. Its singular form is ‘mi'.

Examples:
wari mi = the house (singular)
fiye mi = the food (singular)
wari ma = the houses (plural)
fiye ma = the foods (plural)
(mengi ma = the water (quantitative adjective)
(pulo ma = the oil (quantitative adjective)
(fun ma = the salt (quantitative adjective)

Exceptional case in Kirike, though plural in form.

(iv) Inits inflection it lapses into being part of words as suffix e.g., inima = themselves, oribe = himself,
arima = herself, frima = yourself, irima = myself, arima = the things, yéma = the things.

13. Scientific names

Scientific names are included in the definition whenever possible. The reference books used are:

Birds Serle, W., G.J. Morel and W. Hartwig. 1977. A field guide to the birds of West Africa. London:
Collins.
Borrow, Nik & Ron Demey 2001. Birds of Western Africa. London: Christopher Helm.

Reptiles  Cansdale, G.S. 1961. West African snakes. London: Longmans Green
Chippaux, J-P. 2001. Les serpents d’Afrique occidentale et centrale. Paris: IRD.

Fish Holden, Michael and W. Reed. 1972. West African freshwater fish. London: Longman.
Olaosebikan, B.D. & A. Raji 1998. Field guide to Nigerian freshwater fishes. New Bussa:
Federal College of Freshwater Fisheries Technology.
Schneider, Wolfgang. 1990. Field guide to the commercial marine resources of the Gulf of
Guinea. Rome: FAO.

Insects Boorman, John 1981. West African insects. London: Longman.

Mammals Happold, D.C.D. 1987. The mammals of Nigeria. Oxford: Clarendon Press.
Kingdon, Jonathan A. 1997. The Kingdon field guide to African mammals. San Diego:
Academic Press.

Plants Burkill, H.M. 1985. The Useful Plants of West Tropical Africa, Families A-D, Kew, Royal
Botanic Gardens.
Burkill, H.M. 1994. The Useful Plants of West Tropical Africa, Families E-l, Kew, Royal
Botanic Gardens.
Burkill, H.M. 1995. The Useful Plants of West Tropical Africa, Families J-L, Kew, Royal
Botanic Gardens.
Burkill, H.M. 1997. The Useful Plants of West Tropical Africa, Families M-R, Kew, Royal
Botanic Gardens.
Burkill, H.M. 2000. The Useful Plants of West Tropical Africa, Families S-Z, Kew, Royal
Botanic Gardens.
Okezie Akobundu, I. & C.W. Agyakwa 1998. A handbook of West African weeds. 2" ed.
Ibadan: International Institute of Tropical Agriculture.

Trees Keay, R.W. J. 1989. Trees of Nigeria. Oxford: Clarendon Press.
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Notes on the Kirike language
Roger Blench

Introduction
Despite the importance attached to literacy in the Kirike area, there are few accessible modern publications
on the language, which may make the dictionary difficult to use for linguists and outsiders to the Niger Delta

region. | am therefore summarising the existing materials on Kirike to make the dictionary more useful for
comparative research.

Kirike phonology and orthography

The phonology of Kirike is very similar to most ljoid languages and uses the same orthographic conventions.
Vowels

Kirike has nine vowels, arranged in + ATR harmony sets;

Table 1. Kirike vowels

Front Central Back
Close i u
1 v
Close-Mid e 0
Open-mid £ Y 2
Open a
These can be arranged as follows;
+ATR -ATR

u v

i !

0 o)

e €

a

By Nigerian convention, the —~ATR set are subdotted. Thus;

-ATR  Orthographic

v u
! i
o 0
€ ¢

Kirike operates strict vowel harmony with the central vowel harmonising with either set. ‘Mixed’ vowels
only occur in compounds. Kirike possessive pronouns have two forms that can harmonise with the stem
vowels of the word qualified. ~ATR vowels qualify /a/ suggesting the former presence of a tenth vowel,
which survives in other Tjo lects. Kirike has many VV sequences of like vowels, but these are not usually
considered evidence for a systematic long-short contrast, as the two vowels can often bear different tones

12



and are frequently the result of deletion on intervocalic consonants which can be reconstructed from other
Tjo lects.

Consonants
Table 2 shows the consonants of Kirike;

Table 2. Kirike consonant inventory

Bilabial Labio- Alve- Palatal Velar Labial Glottal

dental olar -velar

Plosive p b t d tf d3 k g kp gb
b6

Nasal m n n 1
Trill
Fricative f v S Z h
Flap r
Approximant y w
Palatal

Lateral Approximant |

Kirike has syllabic nasals which bear tones but which are homorganic with the following consonant, m-
before labial consonants (b, b, gb, kp, m, p) and n- before the remainder.

Kirike orthographic conventions correspond to IPA symbols as follows;

b 6
c tf
j d3
ng g
ny n

Tones

Kirike has a relatively restricted tone-system, distinguishing High, Low and Downstep, like many Tjo and
Igbo lects. The conventions are as follows;

low tone, unmarked

~ high tone
~downstepped high tone

13



Key to semantic field codes

a
ai
an

ap

b
bf
bm

bp
bs
C

co
cr
d
da
dc
dk

architecture
agricultural implement
ant

animal part

bird
bodily fluid
body mark, sore etc.

body part
basket
crop

colour
crustacean
disease, sickness
domestic animal
dance

drink

dr

fa

fo
fr

ga
go
ar

hu

la
ma
me
mi
mo
ms

item of dress
emotions
fish

farming
fishing gear
food

fruit

grass

game

gourd
grasshopper
herb

hunting equipment
insect
kinship
landscape
mammal
medicine
musical instrument
money
masquerade

mt

pl
po
sh
SO
ti

to
tp

tr
tx

w

mat
person
personal decoration

plant

pot

reptile, amphibian
snake

shrub

song
tree

title

temporal (adverbs)
tool

tree part
traditional religion
textile

vine

weaving

weather
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Kirike dictionary Draft Levi Sika ed. Roger Blench

KIRIKE-ENGLISH DICTIONARY

Kirike PoS SF English gloss
A a
Aa vowel, the first letter of the Okrika alphabet
a pron. she
a pron. I
aa excl. exclamatory expression; also a feeling of tolerance or acceptance,
stress
aan excl. yes (in response)
aaba n f hammer-headed shark, Sphyrna spp. probably Sphyrna lewini
aba n shoulder, also aba
Aba p.n. town in Imo State
aba % to weave in a continuous process, round and round as when laying the
cross bars on a fish-racket (kasa)
ababéa V. to lift or carry someone on the shoulders firmly
n2 idiomatically applied to mean helping someone financially or
economically
abachuayé n vaccination affected on part of the body, esp. on the shoulder
abagéla % to paint around esp. the eye, thus toru abagala
abago n f fish sp. (also = étété)
abain n red or white mud used in building
n large mangrove bird
abaji n wide sea or ocean
abajibaraba n f sting-ray, Dasyatis margarita. cf. also sika
abajio $kpo n nickname for gari (coined
abajipali n f whale
abajo n boundary area, borderline, between Asakura (Onne) and Nunju's
village
abaka n club of singers in Adedeme Biri, inaugurated in the first decade of the
twentieth century later degenerated to youthful inheritors
n climbing stem used as twine in tying water-fence (chua)
Abaku p.n.  fm family in Okrika living in Biri and A.T.C. Road
abakua % to shudder with the expressive demonstration of raising the shoulders
abala v.a. to advise with caution
abalala n white drill; any whitish material
Abam p.n.  fm family in Okrika abound at Ambeme Biri. Chief Abam's proper native
name was Dikisikiboka
abana n f mudfish found in the swampy mud (léla)
abara n bluff, assertion; making a exaggerated outward show
abaraka n dregs in water or liquid
abatamgbelé n name given to any dangerous club, commonly used in murderous acts
or fight
Abe'$ p.n popular joker of Jama house in Okrika
abt n manila an old currency used in Okrika, replaced by the metallic coins
of penny and shilling
abili n game, like chess, played by two on a draughts board also epélé
abintu n manila currency
abo a. white, referring to white chicken
abonia n f large mudfish in the swampy creeks, mostly used as bait in angling
abgnima-saida n nickname for gari (changed from sawdust) coined by the labourers who

worked in the first sawmill at Degema under the U.A.C.
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Kirike PoS SF English gloss

Abuja p.n capital territory of Nigeria

Abuléma p.n. town in Okrika division situated at the mainland near Port Harcourt. It
is bilingual.

achakara n nickname given to a smart swift runner

achara n tall grasses; elephant grass (<lgbo)

achj n cooking material or ingredient, yellowish in colour and in powder form
used in making soup thick (<lgbo)

achiribam n venereal disease

achg n way, cause, road, reason, solution

ada n. referring to a father

n the style of address a son or daughter makes to a father in Ogu

ada n dance, thus ada'kua (its drum), ada-owu or pamba-owu (its
masquerade)

ada n first female child; first-born daughter

Ada p.n.  fm family in Okrika, living in Adedeme Biri

adain n beetle

Adain p.n.  fm family in Okrika, living in Awoolome Biri

adain n first female child, first daughter (Ogu dialect)

adaka n crawcraw, scabies

adala n comb

Adédémé 'Biri p.n. ward or an occupied area in Okrika

Ado p.n. king and family in Okrika

ado n title addressed to the wife of a man by his sisters and female relatives

Adoki p.n.  fm family in Okrika, living in Edereme Biri

adua n help; helper; defence; defender, protection; favourite

adumu n water mermaid like a boa constrictor

Afam n name of the town where NEPA power station is situated in OTELGA

afari n f herring; flat sardine

afinad n food made out of cassava commonly known as kpokpo-gari

afo n main road

afogono n on the street or main road, a straight

afono n wife-mate; a rival

afotibi n on the main road or street, straight looking road

afurukpa n lies or formed stories (usually accompanied with the phrase, afurukpa
temi i.e. blowing lies)

aga n f catfish, probably the sea catfish, Arius spp.

aga n cane for making basket, chairs, furniture and fishing traps

agaba n masquerade

agada n forked stick used in the fishing boat to support or suspend nets while
removing the catch from the net

agaga a. not too big, not too small, sizeable (usually referred to such as yam,
cocoyam, maize, etc)

agaga n side of the human body

agagamgbe n side bones, ribs

agala a. equal formation; bracketing as of racing, sporting, grading; drawn on
equal strength

agalaga n canopy built in canoe with supporting sticks, generally used by fish
and food traders on sea Mboto

agama-gbasa n straight mangrove sticks generally used as wall-fence

agam-gam n male lizard

agam;ipoli n f lobster also called kpaikpai (see kpaikpai)

adganagana n flat oblong tray knit of mangrove, generally used in spreading fish on
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Kirike PoS SF English gloss
for curing or selecting etc.

agi n rag (obs.)

agidi n solidified pap (<Yor.)

agiji n machete; cutlass

agiji-owu n ms  masquerade that chases with sword

aqgili n f fish like perch found in fresh water and streams

agil n bullets; iron balls used in shooting

agipékére n old filthy piece of cloth lying about

agiri n ancient masquerade

agirba n drum used to accompany other drums in modulation

agiriga n behaviour that causes rough encounter, wickedness, stubbornness, a
behaviour not conducive to co-operation (<lgbo)

4gogo n namesake

Aguda n town in Rivers State (YELGA)

aguga n goggle eyes, terrifying and shining eyes, when wide open to frighten
someone

aguruy n potassium bromide

n frightening look effected by goggling the eyes

agarg n f water-termite found in the empty shell of shellfish

agba n sacrifice, charm

agba’ n paint

agha? n deep fishing ground

agba % to anchor, to get affixed to another boat; to approach

agbaba n snake; a deity ascribed to Ogu town by its ancestral parents

agbabilé % to fish by diving especially from the holes of water-cliffs (agba-kuru)

Agba Biri n ward or an occupied area in Okrika

agbada n flowing gown (<Yor.)

agbagba n bamboo stick got from raffia palm

agbagba n side used only when prefixed to other words e.g. bulo-agbagba (side
of the human body), wari agbagba (walls of a house)

agbalagbala a. incidental; not very real; within reach; unimportant; immaterial

agbamié-alali n sacrificial feasts, harvest festivities

agbami;é-éb;é n altar of sacrifice

agbamiebo n one who offers the sacrifice in a religious group; priest

agbakuaru n cliff-like growth inside the water in creeks, containing holes in which
fishes hide

agban;i n oblong basket-tray with raised edges, made of cane, commonly used in
carrying yams, cocoyams and market products

agbanichuéa Y% to make a sumptuous presentation to mark a special event, e.g. during
iria ceremony, etc.

agbara n f red snapper, Lutjanus agennes (also sré)

agbo n shield

ahuekéré n groundnuts (<lgbo) also barambi

ajala n dangerous snake, fond of attacking fowls

ajari n rust

4j'richua % to be rusty

ajibulu n traditional headgear used by the wealthy on special occasions

ajimina n castrated male sheep

4jirima n uncastrated male sheep, ram

ajisaka n whirlwind

ajukygjakag n ms masquerade built of raffia material whose tassels dangle around

aka n palm-frond of the water palms with thorns
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Kirike PoS SF English gloss
aka n tooth
aka n art; tact
Aka excl. expression of pain
akadiéin n strategy
akafari n.v gnashing of teeth; to grind one's teeth together
akafian n child's faeces when teething
Akaii excl. exclamation of pain when someone gets injured suddenly
akain n thatch made from raffia palm fronds
akain n bitter kola also garagara (Ogu dialect <Ogoni)
akaka n side, brim
akakama a., tactful, diplomatic, artful
adv.
akakamachya % to apply art or diplomacy in behaviour or expression
akakanja n nickname for manila currency
n person with scarified face, ichi
akakara n carved teeth (an old fashion adopted by some parts of Ogoni,
perforating the set of teeth)
akakaraba n white ant, termite
akalg n moon
n month
Akalgogbd p.n fm  family in Okrika, living mostly in Awolome Biri
akama n wasp, stinging bees
akamaka n popular large talking drum with bass tone, usually standing
dkamakama n fishing bird very commonly seen in the open sea
akambulé n c sluggish crab with whitish stomach, red fingers, and dark back,
commonly found in the mangroves
dkamere n nickname for locally distilled gin (<lgbo)
akamu n pap made from maize (<Yor)
adkanga n c West African fiddler crab, Uca tangeri. Crab generally found in holes
bored in the mud of swamp or sand banks.
akangara n straw hat
akango n skeleton; dried body, human body that has lost flesh
akanibg n carpenter, trickster
akara n fried balls of ground beans
akarikpo p.n ms  rascally masquerade that usually plays to the rhythm of a sophisticated
drumming, owned by the Jama family in Okrika. It is believed that
when akarikpo is out, strife is imminent, because the drumming stirs
beholders to action.
akasiki n edge, brim
akaalala n fishing bird
akijama n seabird, tern
akiara n bird commonly found in creeks
akiri n tiny frog commonly eaten by some people
akirikiri n f fish sp.
akisi n handkerchief, a yard of cloth
ako n hook; idiomatically used to mean hitch in any progressive affair
akom(u) n ailment, fever
akpa n bag, dirt, pocket
akpaka n shoe
akpakpa n grasshopper
akpakuaru n decomposed cassava sifted into condensed powder and prepared as

fufu for food
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Kirike PoS SF English gloss

akpéanga n style of plaiting the hair into single long hair twines, also a style of
headgear of wide spread cloth fashion usually with a fathom or more
akpara chained food material e.g., pieces of meat or small fishes like ichila

(mud-skipper) or abana (mudfish) etc.

akpi n tick, usually found on cows and lama

akpo a. unripe fruit; not sweet

akpu n basket of stitched raffia-woven rings (Hausa product)

akuy n strong plant (tree) producing strong inedible seeds used in playing

akpukéa n strong and tough man (<lgbo)

akpuruka n thick woollen wear, usually worn during fishing to guard against cold
(akpuruka-buchuaye)

akputd n sweater, thick garment for cold

aku n billows; high waves

aka a. bitter

akua n drum

akyachiri n set of drums

akyafari % to play or beat drum

akuafaribg n one who plays or beats various styles and types of drum; a drummer

akgamiri n special cloth woven by the people of Akwete of Imo State; also named
akuete (<lgbo)

aa-kubie n bitter mind or hatred, characterized by intense animosity

akukubilaki n wild ants; soldier ants

akula n special walking stick, also amgbara

akulakula n harlotry; prostitution

aakulakulabo$ n harlot, prostitute, promiscuous woman, whore, tart

akuma n large talking or call-drum for occasions

akuma v to make bitter

akuyete n special cloth woven by the people of Akwete

akusa n largest of the set of drums in display, having deep bass tone

Akwéte p.n. town in Imo State, famous for cloth weaving

Ala p.n. family in Okrika living in Agba Biri

n wealth, riches, richness, chieftaincy

ala n salt water

alaba n growth of flesh by the side of the stomach

alabambam n bedbug

alabirika n measles on the skin of human beings

alabo n chief, wealthy man, ruler

alafon n temporary white marks on the skin caused by salt water stain

alaga n eaves of a building (usually prefixed with the word "wari" thus wari-
alaga

alagba n gun

alagba n ancient masquerade

alakalakéa n funnel used in conveying liquid from one container into another

alakon % to become rich; to acquire wealth

alali n period of merriment and jubilation, e.g. Christmas; merry-making

alalisiki n Yule-tide; Christmas season

alangada n special seat of respect meant for men of high rank, usually placed
conspicuously in a parlour; also ascribed to heavenly throne; modern
foam for ominé

Alangibi family in Okrika, living in Ngeme Biri

alapampam small flat fish, resembling the sole

alapéléka bronze; brass metal
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Kirike PoS SF English gloss

alapéléka-akpata n brass or bronze cymbals

alaponia n f tongue-sole, Cynoglossus spp. (also alapuinjt, alinji)

alapq n pl. chiefs

alapuginjt n f tongue-sole, Cynoglossus spp. (also alaponia, alinji)

alasoma Y to make someone a chief; to enthrone or install one as a chief, to cause
one to be wealthy e.g. servants, slaves, workers, peasants rendering
service to their master

Alatora p.n.  fm family in Okrika, living in Ngeme Biri

alawariburu- n f pompano, Trachinotus spp. small flat fish of no value

apura

alégé n water-lily mostly found in streams and brackish water e.g. those at
Elelenwo waterside (Ikpuruba market)

Alagé p.n.  fm family in Okrika, living around Okuru village

aléleya p.n. ms aquatic masquerade ascribed to Ogu

al a. reduced in size; declined in stature

Al p.n.  fm family in Ogu

Alibi p.n.  fm  family in Okrika

alili n mi  drum with loud tone also imgbiri

alinji n f tongue-sole, Cynoglossus spp. (also =aldponia)

ala n print-cloth

ama n human being, usually applied to a developed person, young man or
lady

ama n town

amabara n right hand

amabaranga a. right hand side

amabére n national issue

amabieju p.n. arbitrary end of town, usually applied by both Koniju and Tuboniju to
describe the respective ends of Okrika

améabinbg n one who founds a new land, a founder

amabipi n voice of the people; mandate

amabon n townsman; native

amabiiru n national cake, food for everybody améada;n¢

n ruler; paramount chief

amadé v.n. ceremony of the last night of the year; watch-night, 31st December
also amagua

Amédi p.n.  fm family in Ogoloma; also a common proper noun in Ikwere

amadokipakuma; n founder of a new land

no

amafiema v.n. to cause breach of the peace; riot tumult

Amafina p.n. fm  family in Okrika living in Ambeme Biri and Koroni-Ogono

amafini n lit. national fire; fire that is for all like electricity, idiomatically applied
to denote familiar property for all

amafiri n national duty or obligation

amafiye n national cake; common property of the nation

améfieyé n COMMON News; current news or even

amagua % to perform the cleansing ceremony of the watch-night, 31st December
(amagua-din)

amaibalafama n special name given to lightning without thunder (sowakam)

amaigbiki n national fund

amaja n home; at home; homeward

améakama % to hawk; to go round town; to do marketing

amakiri n soil of the land, also ascribed to the deity, "mother earth" which is
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usually responsible for the chastity of girls or virgins

amakoromabg n one who establishes a settlement; first settler

amamiemieye n custom of the nation; tradition

amana n name of an injiri cloth

améana n hammer

amana-éréna- n voluntary sexual intercourse between man and woman, married or

sinweéngi unmarried; adultery

amanemika n virgin

dménganga-bara n tradition; culture of the people

AmanuQngg-Biri p.n. ward or area in Okrika

amanyanabg n king

amanyanabg- n sceptre of the king

amgbara

amanyanabg¢-awd n princes and princesses, royal children

amanyanabg¢-chd  n crown

amanyanabg¢-6pad  n majesty

améanyana-kiri n kingship, kingdom, royalty

amanwengibg n prostitute

amaobi n common sickness, epidemic, influenza

améaoba n civil war also amaowu

améaochoye n tribute, tax, national contribution

amaogono n home; at home, where home is also amaju

amaowu n civil war also amaobu

amad n.pl. townsmen, natives, indigenes of a place pl. of mmabg;

amaso n ?

amatemeéso n mother-earth, deified spirit of the land; guardian angel of a people

amawari n town-hall; place where the people of a village or town usually
assemble; hotel

amawari-koribgo$ n publican; hotelier

amba n young lady, also commonly used as name

Amba p.n.  fm family in Okrika; another name for the Kalio family

Ambéme Biri p.n. ward or an area in Okrika

ambilémbilé n lizard (abb. &mbilé)

amb'ra (dmbyra) n sister

amb'ré (dmbire) n brother

ambara n waves

amgba n cheek, jaw

Amgbara p.n.  fm family in Okrika, living in Agba Biri

amgbara n walking stick

amgbarima adv allusively referring to something or somebody indirectly; to look
sideways, looking with a glance

amgbo n millipede; also, mgbo

Amiesimaka p.n.  fm family in Okrika living in Awolome Biri; the native name of Chief
Ogudire

aminikpo p.n. ms masquerade of the Ogoni people, comparable to Kiri-Owu of Okrika

am';a % to wrap something, to wrap; to wrap around the body with cloth

anana n sheep

anana n sparkles in the salt water by night

% to roast on fire

anana n goggling of eye especially to terrorise someone

anana-ogbd n flock of sheep

ananga adv as soon as; immediately
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anangaraba n lines of cracks in a canoe

andaa v.a. bend; bent

anda-na-iko-na n joint

anga pron some

anga v.n live, side

angaa n representing twenty in counting e.g. inji-anga (20 rackets of fish)

angéla n mangrove wood

anganangana ph.w from all sides i.e. considering all angles

anganyo n dwelling place; habitation

angara n native garden-egg

angarafi % to extort, to grab

angi a. sour

angilof n envelope (<Eng.)

angua n spear, javelin (obs)

ani n that, it

% used as the verb of incomplete predication (v.i.p)

anjatibi conj. because; for the reason that

anibarabu'~ ph.w on account of that; because of that following that

anibgjinyé adv again; also; in addition

anibénibé adv immediately thereafter

aniéréchi adv therefore; an account of that

anigose adv because of that, therefore

anigbgrikiri-Kiri adv at once; immediately

anikanika conj or; instead

anikanikabaramii v to, compel; to force also mieka-mieka-baramié

‘@e¢

anig $kuma ph well; then; if so; so; in that; also adv.

anisimeégkuasimégk  conj. however it is; in any case; however

u

aniso adv even then, yet; still yet

anitéi-anga adv especially; more so

(an'tei-angd)

anji n edge; line near a dividing portion

n brow of the eye

anju n line of weaving on a basket e.g. on the ‘ikata’ or net or cloth

anwua % to yawn

anwukiri n imaginary strange place of suffering and disorderliness

(anwutory)

anya % to spread

anyamkpéke n conjunctivitis; supposed imported infection believed to have been
introduced by the stranger labourers who used to mud our houses in the
past; it affects the eyes, which get inflamed and produce matter
hanging at the canthus of the eyes (<Igbo ibatomgbdlu)

anyin n cinder, burning coal or fire wood

anyin n eqg

anyama a. broken

anyimanyima a. weak pains at the joints as a result of tiredness arising from fatigue,
over exercise, etc. also kemégkéemé

Anyiemé Biri p.n. ward or an area in Ogoloma

apa n voracious eater (buru-apa, also buru-anwua

apain n dry epidermis; skinny scale

apala n axe
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apalapa n dish made up of tapioca and ripe plantain in oil

apanya n f  jelly-fish

apian n oath by riddle

apianfi % to take oath

apiapia n bird sp.

apiliké n marketing system whereby people buy on credit and sell immediately
to refund cost or value to owner of product; a system mostly applied in
the fish market, gari and other food commodity (<Eng.)

apiitii n fool, idiot

apiitiipaa n big fool, a nonentity

apipingilari n f snake-like fish of the hagfish family (Ogu dialect)

apun n f longish snake-like mudfish in creeks; hagfish

n ascaris worm in the human body

apura n rind, skin, bark; sheath

apura-sara v.n. method of fishing with cast-net on tilapia (atabala) fish; rotten rind of
cassava is spread on a spot to attract the fish during flowing tide when
the catcher spreads his net over them

apuura % to embrace with great joy

apurumba n filthy rag

ara % to roast by heating

ara a. those

ara a. her

araba n wide mouthed pitcher

arara n fatty, oily substance found floating on food

aregéregé n cloth dazzling in appearance

ari n hook

ari da Vv.p. angle, fish with hook

ari pron. she

ari pron. they

aria a. their

ariapug n.pl. sorcerers, wizards, people addicted to supernatural powers

arimgba n all of them

ariso ph.w those, those also

ariso ph.w even herself; she too or she also

aro excl. expression of assent, denoting 'that's it' isn't it?

arg n boat, canoe, vehicle

argbo$ n partner in business; a canoe-man; fellow crew

arudia v to separate business front; to break off partnership in business, like the
biblical references to Paul and Barnabas (Acts 15:36)

argdokati n regatta

argdda v.n. complete, competition, racing

arudaati n sports; games display

argdikuano n stern of a boat or canoe or ship

argéfére n dish having the shape of a boat. Boat-like dish, pan or earthenware

arukalo n bow or fore of a boat, canoe, ship

n social entertainment spree accorded to friends or members of a family

or society (arukulg-ocho)

arygpikéchin n pole pinned deep at the waterside to which boats are tethered for safety

arypikényo n anchorage; space allowed for safety or convenience of boats

Asa p.n. people in Imo State living very close to the Rivers State (they live on
the other side of the Imo river)

asaba n cloth with black and white stripes running down

9
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asambia p.n. ms masquerade with long wooden legs

asara n f sardine like fish, more full of scales than the sardine. It develops to be
the herring (afari)

asé n youth in men

asémeni n.pl. young men

aséménibo$ n young man; gentleman (Mister-Mr)

aseminalo n reddish cloth introduced first at Ogu

aséminiminiba n small lizard commonly found in dwelling places

n cramp as a result of lack of blood-flow

aséti v.n to display youth; youthful assertion

asétibo n one who displays youth in any form

asiko p.n. rhythmic dance that is accompanied by songs and music produced by
drum and cymbals

asukain n f fish with long bill, like the swordfish but smaller. ? marlin Makaria
spp.

asumagélégélé n f assumed mammal in the ocean characterized by unsteady habitation;
abusive term usually applied to a wicked vagabond who loafs about

asun n horse

Ataba n people and a town in Andoni (Obolo) district of Bonny LGA

atabaka n mangrove vegetation with broad leaves and whitish stems

atabala n f tilapia

atamgba n loud small drum usually played on with tiny long sticks

atamgbalamgbala n earthworm, also, foot-rot suspected to have been caused by the fluid

(ba) from earth-worm

ataram n rope made from a particular shrub

atei num. ten in counting

ateli n road, way through passage; way for solution of a problem (also =
embe; acho

atigara n flowing, gown similar to agbada

atukpana n fool

atumpi p.n ms masquerade of raffia with horns on the head; one of the masquerades
that dance to Oboni

atuma n tar obtained from the swamp;. [Ogu dialect] (also = j{tuma

atan-obori n prolific female goat

awakiba n monitor lizard, ‘iguana’

awo n children

Awolome Biri n word or an area in Okrika

awomeni n children, when/groups

awq n red colour, also camwood

awuf(a) n money attained without being worked for. Also fosa (coined)

awgwu a. reddish

aya a. first, ancient

ayama adv. newly

dyambuyrama a. beginning life-stage; very youthful

ayapripri a. very early stage of a phenomenon; beginning of an event

ayasan n early nightfall; dusk

ayasiki n ancient times; earliest period

aye n things

aye excl. exclamation of lamentation

ayo n onion (< Port.)

ayo n easy drift in favour of the tide

ay6-6 excl. expression regretting or thinking of a supposed error

10
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Ay6ngu-Biri p.n. ward or an area in Okrika

(Ayungu)

ayoni n.v. iron, to press (< Eng.)

Azuabie p.n. village owned by Okrika people, sharing boundary with the Ikwerre of
Oginiba

aziza n broom (<Igbo)

azijza n spice, in grains, mostly used with other spices like onyi, to prepare
some concoction for correction of irregular menstruation [borrowed]

B

B.,b al consonant, the second letter of the Okrika alphabet

baa excl expression of the negation, "no™ (borrowed)

baba % to cut or chop a log of wood planlessly, to make a rough and careless
cutting

babasara v to talk carelessly and irresponsibly; to gossip; to cut into pieces

badara a. wide open, spread wide

bain v to bite off with the teeth

bala n fish with faint scales

bala v to be cautious of something; to consider other people; to be considerate

bakalama adv spread open

balala a. bright, radiant

balibali n.ad crucial point; climax or turning point; urgent also ichirima

%

bamma adv all of a sudden

bammafuku v.adv to jump out all of sudden

banabana a. clear, plain, understandable, strong; real

banana n fruit

barara a. wide open expanded like a big sea or estuary

barabaramé adv shedding tears profusely

bée v.adv to hurry; to be quick; quickly; to be fast

beé excl. expression made by an interrogator, in a game of riddle, alerting the
person interrogated, to guess the thing the interrogator has in mind a
stroke is made on the head of the interrogated to call his attention

bianbo n stranger, visitor

bianma \Y to meet; to collide with; to jam

bianboap n foreigners

bibilabi n animal sp.

bile % to dye cloth or hair

v used idiomatically to mean doing something seriously e.g. eating,

drinking, writing, etc.

biriji n bridge (<Eng.)

bird n biro, writing material (<Eng.)

bisop n bishop (<Eng.)

bisop-kiri n office and position of a bishop, bishopric

b6o a. plenty, much, enough

béo Y% to touch lightly; dub

bdébbo v to pat someone as of rocking a baby; to connive at a child's faults thus
letting him go loose

Bodo p.n. town in BOLGA in Rivers State

bddo v to eat untidily

11
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béka a. small, not large in quantity or size
boketi n bucket (<Eng.)
boku-bokuy a. not tight, loose
béli n bowl; football (<Eng.)
boma n.v praise
bomanyana n having respect and dignity
bomasisé % to awake
bérima % to allow for a gradual increase
buan n masculine of fua; father-in-law to a husband
buanbuan a. large and wide, as of meshes of net
buapaka adv happening all of a sudden unexpectedly
buapakayé n accident, sudden happening
buba n casual loose wear with open sides (<Yor.)
budukuma adv falling into water or some mishap altogether, knowingly or
unknowingly
buka v.adv to sell by auction; selling at considerably low price
bulébulé a. bungling, not orderly and neat
buldku n frock for ladies wear, blouse
bdn n bee
banéé a. serene, clear, fair, smooth
burukdburura a.adv growing luxuriantly, plenty in rising quantity
bdrasin % to uproot
B,b
B, b al a consonant, the third letter of the Okrika alphabet
ba % to kill or destroy
% to crack or break \n 3
n tomorrow; also as name abbreviated
baa n daughter; luck
baba n bye (<Kirike) collg.
bachi n strength, power
bain a. blocked with phlegm in the throat (pukg-bain)
bainyd n cold in the head as when the nostril is filled with phlegm; also banyo
baka a. plenty, many, much
baky % to strike with hand or something, to crack
% to reprint or weave akuete cloth from another cloth, copying
bakyg-sikir;i % to wash a piece of cloth without soap especially after soaking
bala n stick
bala? n fishing trap set in the river or sea
bala® n minute and hour hands of the clock [coined]
balabala a. fair in complexion
balabala a. confused, worried
balabala % to struggle, to contend with a task
béalafa n.f fear
balafama a. fearful, frightening
a.
%

balili

having fear with fickleness

to add in order to effect a change in taste or fashion or speech; to
embellish

word usually applied to describe a disfigured eye, as when eyelids
appear raised and steadily open

12
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bama v to impose some responsibilities on someone; shifting duty to someone
forcefully or by appeal

bangungu n wax in the ear

banyd n lit. a place of Killing

n cold in the head
n treacherous planning

bapa n calabash, keg

bapasani n skin infection common with children where the craw-craw like
swellings contain yellowish fluid

bapuko n chin, the lower extremity of the face, below the mouth

bapuré a.v stammering

bara n hand

bara n method, style, size

baraba n f electric fish or eel

barachaa v.n succour, help, bet

barada % to shake-hands with someone

baradé n method of fishing for mudskippers, mostly undertaken by women, who
rush the mudskippers into holes on the swamp from which they pull
them out

baraémbéma % to have a dealing with someone; to be connected with someone
somehow, privately or secretly

barafari % to clap hands

barafir n handwork

barafakama % to be good at making presents to people; to be free-handed, liberal

baraimbi n groundnut

barajiji adv completely hale and strong, economically and physically (generally
used in describing age of man: barajiji-buojiji)

barakongo n arm

barakgnmayé n remnant; last proceeds of any stock; what remains from the lot

barakabu n palm of hand

baralabaralabara adv anyhow; in a careless manner; as it pleases one

baralagkalagku adv anyhow; in a careless manner; as it pleases one

baralayélaye adv anyhow; uncontrollably; as it pleases one; irresponsible behaviour

barana adv provenly, testifying or observing something by oneself

baragbiri a. pilfering; stealing in a secret way; pinching

baragbirika n honesty; also furuka

barapanug % to confirm; to sign or make thumb impression on paper

barasin \Y; to forgive; to remove ones hands from; to disconnect; to forsake; yield

barasinpirimieiri  n.p. remission of sin

ma

barasg V. a succeed, overcome; successful

barasgsoma V. a to pre-occupy with; to engage oneself with something, whiling away
time

baratokuma Y% to point at a place or someone by way of showing or explaining or
estimating

baratungbali n fingers

baratgngbali- n finger nails

inime

bari % repeat, again

barichi™n v.a. surnamed

barikiridrika a. not mensing again; stopped mensing

barima v to multiply
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barinygrika a. not seeing again, blind

barinygrikabo$ n a blind person also torumgbdlupunbo#

barjyika a. barren, not bringing forth child any more

bariyikabg$ n person not producing again; a menopause

barg n daughter belonging to him or her someone

baso n very early day-break; twilight

bawérima a. left over as remnant and kept away against the future or another day
e.g. food saved against another day like rice, soup, etc.

bawiria ph.w bye bye; we meet again, see you

be pron referring to this or that man; he

bée pron demonstrative pronoun used despicably, referring to someone (usually
goes with the suffix "so" thus, bée s¢ (even this)

beé % to say

bebéé a. filled as of corpulent stomach

béi id. expression denoting a flat fall of body, thus beima koro, falling flat
prostrated

béin a. full; complete

béin n honey

béin-akpa n honeycomb

béinma v.adv to fill; fully

bekeré n spear

bekéni n white people

bekeénibo$ n white man

bekeniku n cocoyam

békeningug'$ n pineapple

bekétubo n weekday; also chgchi that is, chgchi téréadin éné, ending with éné
(day)

bélé a. wide open

beléé a. sweet

béle n pot

n tongue

béléchukupéléka  a. having speech-defect in the language, consisting of bad pronunciation,
taking j for z, t for th, s for z or sh etc. talking with a lisp

bélégr % to wag the tail around its master as does dog

v to flirt like a girl

belegi % to have a disturbance as of a disorderly stomach pain, possibly ending
in frequent defecating

belema v.n love, blessing

béléki n fat, lard, grease

belébipi n flattering; honey-coated tongue

belépuko n sweet tune, melody

beélibéli n suffering; having no stand; frustration

béme n f fish of mullet group

bénébéné id. for ever and ever; everyday also besiki-bésiki

bere n.a. prediction; fortunate

bére n case; palaver; story

béréagio v.a. to argue; fond of arguing or dragging issues; argumentative [coined]

béréakoni n panel of judges; those who sit over a case to decide the findings

bérébg a. so-called

bérébg n doctor, soothsayer; foreteller

bérébarasi n guilt, failure in a suit; damnation

bérébia v to counsel
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v conspire
béréchlogbo”™ % to argue, to drag issues
béréfama v to make peace; to reconcile; compromise
bérékarakara n truth, right
bérékon % to judge cases
bérékonbarasima v to condemn; to pronounce adverse judgement on
béréni v to allow, to agree
béréni n faith
beréniboyé n destiny also goboyé
berénikirama \ accord; agreed
berénipakuma % to admit; to confess
bérénipiri n permissiveness; sexual and moral tolerance also blokgmairi
berénipiriyée n solemn promise, a pledge
beréniyé n vow, something promised; oath
n belief

béréotomagkgein n allegory
bérépélébipi n judgement, verdict
beréré a. bent, slanting
bérésé- n accused person
tibigbanabg
bérési n guilt
bérési-béréni v to admit; to yield; to accept
bérésua % complain, to state guilt; a grievance
bérététéma v.a. to advise; to offer an opinion to; advisory
bérétoanpu n. pl. rulers
béréton v to rule; to give order
bérétdnbo n ruler
béréténpiri n governance
bérétonpirikurg n government, governing power
beri n ear
béria a. bent, not straight, slanting, shifting to a side
bérighélema % to open the ears carefully for listening
berigbélema-poki  ph.w to listen attentively
berisaka n hair on the tragus of the ear known as the trages: also igédi (<Nembe)

(it determines age)
besikibésiki adv always; for ever and ever: also bénébéné
beyepuko n vowels of the Okrika alphabet
bii \Y; to ask for; demand
bia % to consult; to plan
bia a. bright, ripe, cooked, healed
biabia a. white, whitish
biajanini a. shining brightly
biama Y% to flash, to brighten
pbiapaka % to shine forth; to radiate as of light
biayéema n supplications; petitions; things asked for by prayer
bibo$ n demander or one who requests or asks
bidé % to ask for much for use, and lay aside as surplus
bié % to discharge faces
bie n inside of anything; room, hole, etc; also used as prefix to words to

denote the inner part or feeling of the human body e.qg. biebu, biebara
biédka=kubiedkg n compunction deep and painful regret for wrong doing
bieba a. creating a feeling of excess in satisfaction and as a result causing
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nausea

biebara a. forgetful

biebarama Y% to forget; to have no more thought of something again; to leave
thinking about something

biebélé v.n to be happy; joy, happiness, jubilation

biebiebie a. full of rooms

Y bearing something inwardly; to bear in mind

biebu# % to be angry

biechga v to assert, to develop to puberty

biechukdruma a. producing nausea or sickening feeling; nauseous

biedé v to moan

biedu $bha n f smaller form of orom(u) (grouper) (also = orunji

biedin % to charm the mind of someone with love philtredly

biedinma v.n to change one's mind; a change of mind

biefie % to groan

biegunugunu % to clear the voice by making some sound with the mouth shut, to
indicate the presence of human being by making a voice sound with
the mouth

bieikirima % to endure; to resist pain

bieju n innermost, far inside

bieju-adapu n forefathers; ancestors

biekiri n parlour, drawing-room

biekdréma Y% to think or remember

biekdrabg n reliable servant; one who is always at the beck and call of a master

biekpoma % to dare

biekuroma v to endure; try to resist

biel6kolokd a. having ready feeling to help the needy; freeminded to render help

bienyo n latrine; a place for passing stool or discharging faeces

biegko % to cough out phlegm in a rude way, forcing it out with some disturbing
and disgusting groaning noise

biesi a. annoyed; vexed; odious, disgusting

biesima v.a. to cause some obnoxious feeling; nauseating

bietonyé n wishes, will

biewari n latrine; waste closet; latrine house

biefie % to groan like a sick person

bifie % to give heed or attend to what is said; to hearken

biki % to fall; to fail in life or venture; yield

bikidé $ripiri % to yield; to disdain; surrender

bikikéré v to fall or fail flat

bila n elephant

bila % to run frequent stool as a result of stomach disorder

Bilé p.n. town in DELGA of Rivers State

bile v to dive in

% to capsize with canoe or boat

bileme n method of fishing with net, usually carried out by night

bilemeésitonka n ms  ancient masquerade fond of sleeping. It characterizes the sleeping
nature of the night job. Owned and played by Ngeme Biri people

Bilemé Biri n ward or area in Okrika

binyd n land alienated to someone; place in demand

bipi n mouth

bipibari % to revoke or recall a statement or pronounsement; to recall a curse

earlier declared
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bipibéle n tongue

bipibéle a. convincing tongue; talkativeness with flattery

bipibéléma Y% to converse; chat

bipibi % to remind someone of a former prediction made against him or her in a
querying tune

bipibiru n first drink an intending husband ever offers to request the hands of a
fiancee to her parents; it is also known as bokogbo6lo-iru i.e. drink for
knocking at the door

bipiboko n lips of the mouth together esp. when shut

bipibo$kubosku a. reluctant; slow of speech; hesitant to say or speak

bipibdréma % to allow someone to talk, check someone from retorting; to make
passive insult to an unconcerned person

bipibiiu n catfish with longish head, and not as tasteful as the real catfish

bipibGnayé n report esp from news or gossips

bipib0oi % to talk with reserve; to hide or conceal by not talking out or saying
what one sees or knows about something

bipichu % to concern oneself with; to involve in

bipichuga v to make a vow; to consult for persuasion; to brief one for consideration

bipichuapiri % to pronounce curse against someone's progress or plans or pursuit

bipida % to receive abuses and curses; to defend oral attacks and reproaches

bipifaa a. speechless; not capable of making statement; nearly full as of a
container lit. loss of mouth

bipifé % to cause someone to eat or taste something outside her home for the
first time (generally an applied custom of lovers or newly joined pair
where the man is made to "buy her mouth”

bipifil a. intentionally being unable to say something one knows of something;
tongue-tied being naturally dumb

bipiféan % to argue; to be mindful of pettiness; to bother oneself of trivial things
when orally spoken

bipiforgré a. incapable of saying something as a result of embarrassment, looking

agape, lacking speech

bipigaingain a. orally vibrant, talking with emphasis; good at speech also bipiofiri
bipigbéin % to shut one's mouth

bipigbéinyé n cover, lid

bipigbusu a. protruding mouth with thick lips

bipika a. tongue-tied as a result of shyness

bipikon v to be boastful

bipipénkpén a. flippant of tongue; fond of rteporting what one sees also bipisarasara
bipilama % to taste, to sip

bipimépu a. high-lipped mouth

bipini n boasters; proud speakers

bipinyana a. fond of high talks, exaggerators

bipidfiri a. rhetorical; good at speech

bipiéféribgdafika n f fish of the "okola" group having a long bill with a longer lower jaw
bipiogboso a. agreeing, living together co-operatively

bipiogbosonyanad v.a. compromise

bipiogbosoka a. disagreeing; unco-operative, being in disagreement

bipioki % to reply, to respond to

bipiokia % to discuss and plan with others; to take decision after discussing
bipiokolo n tip, apex, peak, spout of a kettle

bipioyr a. painful at the mouth (abusive)

bipidyima a. pungent; sharply affecting the organs of taste, as if biting or irritating;
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acrid
bipipéika n f guitarfish spp., Rhinobatos spp.
bipipékeré % to reply; to retort; to answer
bipipékéré n either of the two lips esp. when open
bipipoki v.n to obey; to do what one is told; obedience
bipiriméa v to say something one ought not to say; to say something mistakenly;
slip of tongue
bipisabama % to make reference to someone unconcerned in an affair disrespectfully
bipisarasara a. flippant of tongue
bipisébifiema % to talk to oneself; to soliloquize
bipiséléka v.a. to disregard oral attacks; unmindful of abuses
bipiséogbochuda % to come together in order to plan agreeably; to discuss together
bipisin % to taste before any other; not to interrupt
bipisosoma % to while away time with casual conversation or eating of snacks or
fruits, before the real talk or eating takes place
bipisgso)" @ a. hesitant
bipisgsomayé n snacks, toast
bipisQyésgyé n careless, wild, irresponsible talk; anything not worthy of serious notice
bipisima Y% to make mouth at; to make disdainful reference
bipiti n oral play, use of words in pretentious language
bipiyélabg n person worthy of honour whose word is valued
biri(biri) n wards or quarters in Okrika
n age group also polo
biri % to dress (yé biri = to dress up)
birii v to bathe in water (méngi biri)
biriaye n dresses; fashion wear; clothing for fashion
birima v to dress someone; to endue or invest
birimabiri n loin of the body; girth of the body
birikin % to guard one's loin
bisop n bishop, head of the church; a consecrated clergyman for the spiritual
direction of a diocese
bisopkiri n bishopric
bite n cloth
bité-ikibiba a. fathom of cloth
bitékponbiéréwari n f small monstrous fish like 0fo, not generally eaten by indigenes
muan$
bite-konju n one and a half fathoms of cloth; also, erekonju
bite-pekére n rag; piece of useless cloth
bitewari{ n piece of cloth usually six or eight yards
biyé n something asked for will
bo % come
bo n animate something of note representing higher animal like man; also
used to suffix words to denote "somebody" and verb nouns, e.g. "fébg"
(buyer), "deribQ$" (seller)
bgbo n incomer; a stranger
n.pro every, each, every person; all and sundry
n
béfa adv lest
bggo n eel-like fish with silver skin; cutlass fish; silver fish
boS$i (bug $i) v to hide
boifa v.a. to hide away; hidden off
bo$inye”™ n hiding-place; covert
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bo$i-oriye n vision

béju n original home; place of birth

béju (béju) part. used as a stress when attributing to someone, (iri-boéju) "you for that
matter" or "you yourself"

bokd n door

bo$karo-bgkord a. clumsy, lazy

baolia n large sea-fish like the manatee; dolphin; porpoise

Bolo p.n. town in Okrika

bolo v to loan money; borrow; to lend something to somebody

bo$loo" @ a. far, distant; difficult

Béloba p.n. fishing-port situated between Opuada-kiri and Tombi-kubu in Bonny
River

bos$Ioju a. afar

bo$1016 v to lie down

bélolo % to build exhaustively; to make a large building surprising people's
imagination -also wol6lo

bo$lomaa v to delay someone

boo $bgo" @ a. not very dry; dry outwardly but with congealed inner flesh, as of cured
fish or meat

bépi % to eat veraciously

boporoba n mildew

borikiri p.n. fishing-port

p.n. area in Port Harcourt, so named

béro conj whether, if

boron % to pass by

bgroma v to save; to help; to open door ajar; to promote

béronyd n passage; a road, way

ba % to drink; drink

bu a. lacking salt

by n self

a. used as prefix to words in order to indicate or describe things, feelings,

temperament of the body e.g. budéin (to feel all right)

bau n mangrove forest

bdabala % to be mindful of oneself

buaka a.n body-pain; having a feeling of laziness to do something promptly;
retuctant to exert energy on something

bdakuma a. capable of creating or causing pain

bdamu % to wrap oneself

bdb'a % to be serious and devoted to duty

bdb alabala n confused state of the body; disturbed body

bdb alabalama a. confounded

babérenika a. hesitant; doubting, undecided; inactive

babi a.n self-checking; judging oneself

bdb ichiéma % to pretend or presume well in order to face some eventuality -also
bdléri (Ogoloma dialect)

babido$ki a. fond of seeking one's personal interest in affairs, self-centred

bdb’ie n one's inner self

b "Obiléma v to hide oneself in order to create chance for a purpose also gbu $gbi'n

bdbin v.a. take advantage of familiarity

bdboma % to boast oneself

bObgroma v.a. saving oneself

bdbuama a. amazed, amazing

19



Kirike dictionary Draft Levi Sika ed. Roger Blench

Kirike PoS SF English gloss

bdbuamafiri n miracle

bubuayé n drinkables; things for drinking or smoking

bububu a. unpalatable; lacking salt in taste; insipid to taste

bubiiro % to be busy occupying oneself in looking for something here and there;
struggling for relief

b uchié n method of fishing where the catcher silently stays on the mangrove
branch to spear the incoming fish being lured by the bait already
spread at the spot before the flowing tide

bdchiema % to erect oneself

blchietarika a. restless, hasty and unsteady, anxious

bldcha % to be involved; to concern oneself in

bldchgayeé n clothing for the body, cloak

bddachiema % to support oneself

badadiki v to test oneself

bOdarima % to give way, to quit, to avoid, to depart

bOdein a. to feel all right

bddéinma a. feeling comfortable and satisfied

badékichiema % to exalt oneself to be proud

blddekika a. feeling out of sort; not quite active to do anything also bdnwanan
wanaka

badérima v.a. to submit oneself; respect and humble oneself

bldiepakuma v.a. to be officious, to be concerned with issues of a community; to show
oneself

badikidiki % to take care of oneself; self-guide

badikidikiyé n something used to take care of oneself; a self-guide, e.g. a religious
observation or policy like prayer, religious cap etc; also charm,
talisman, ring as self-guide

badin % to change oneself as for changing dress

v also applied to insects and reptiles as metamorphosing

badoki % to massage the body

bddQa % to defend oneself; to protect oneself; to save oneself from danger or
trouble

badQayé n something used to protect oneself like medicine or charm

badikopakuma % to confess and say out one's faults and wrong doing; to admit openly

bOdiukdsin % to excuse oneself from faults, charge, blame etc.

bOdu $kuka a. feeling undecided or hesitant, being precautious of oneself, not

[T P

blébéra v to sympathise with someone who is bereaved or in pains of agony

baélékima % to test oneself after being well from illness

bafii @ a. benumbed, impotent

bafi a. used to oneself; body being fashioned to a particular behaviour

bafuka n pains of the body; trouble; torment

bOfukabéalaka n.a risk-taking; daring

bafgkédmayé n problems

bafukapiri v.a. to persecute; to punish or torment; troublesome

bafara a. odorous body

blOgéregére a. shivering and quivering, being afraid or nervous, trembling

blgéreré a.n being ashamed; shame; disgrace

blgéréréma a. disgraceful; miserable; wretchedly; bad

blgie'@ excl. expression used to mean "beg your pardon”, "excuse me", "hold on"
etc. as when someone makes a slip of tongue

blguegué a. feeling bashful and inactive; shy
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blguo a. curative; self-curing
bOgbali v to be careful and get prepared in order to avoid danger; to be defensive
blOgbéin a. befitting, worthy of; convenient
blgbéinb ara a. worthy, merited
blgbginb’jté n cover cloth
bdgbinma % to place oneself in some circumstance; to consider; to attribute what is
said or announced to oneself
blgbon a. lonely
bQgbiripy n tingling sensation of the body as a result of surprise of tickle effected
by an external force or agency
blOgbiripgma a. surprising, marvellous
bdhéhg a. panting as a result of exhaustion; feeling light
baib™i n.a. thinking more of oneself; self-centeredness; selfishness
baikirii a. thick-skinned to reproach or rebuff; insensitive
bajia a. swaggering as a result of being drunk
bljike % to be active in working; be agile and alert
bQjiniajinia a. doubting, not decided; fickle-minded
bajukujukua a. being disturbed by insensitive perspiration
bdkainb'o v to realise oneself in error or misdemeanour
bdkan % to rape; to force sexual intercourse on someone
bdkana a. that is enough for the body; suitable for the body
blkanaka' a. not adequate for the body e.g. undersize garment
blkanaka? a. pomade to smear the body with
bdkan-ébi n leprosy
blkaraka' a not enough for the body
blkaraka’ a someone who lacks
bOkaradkarama Y% to get oneself prepared; to be ready
blOkéké % to discipline oneself
bakékuy a. being checked by horror and therefore cautious to act
bOkemekémé a. physically weak
bu $ko n monkey
bakébiri % to prepare oneself in readiness for any eventuality
biikoma v to drink and leave some remnant
a.

bakorikori

bdkéroma
blkpa
bakpiripy

bOkpokpod
blkpoma

b ukd
bu$ku
blkda

bu $kibu $kuma

bakalo
bakuro
blkuroka
bkgréma
bu $kur(g

adv

a.n

<

S <3S <<

getting weakened as a result of much exertion or tiredness (<Kal.) also
bdkémekéme

really, completely satisfactorily, fully occupying also jukgma

to take good care of oneself medically, neatly etc.

tingling sensation of the body arising from some spontaneous urge;
some exhibition of surprise caused by inward feeling of impulse
exhausted as of body

body-strengthening, rejuvenating as of efficacious medicine or
nourishing tablets

vagina also érébq

hole in the ground

to avoid something by retracting oneself; to shrink back

appearing sluggish and dull

struggling to attempt or try what one is ignorant of

to board a canoe or ship or any vehicle

economic hardship affecting someone

not physically fit; being unwell, infirm

to try; to endeavour physically, mentally and economically

a fishing net hemmed with cane, mostly used by women
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bakurua a. adjustable and adaptable with people

balakayeé n something that is above one's status

bldlakayémie Y% to assert doing what is above one's status

baléri % to bluff; misleading someone by presenting a bold front i.e. 1616
(Ogoloma dialect)

mbu $19 n stomach

bu $lgimbu n navel, the umbilicus

bll¢ko a.n tired, tiredness

balokoloko a.n prosperous, prosperity

balokoma v to admit of physical submission

baldkomapiri n permissiveness

Bulome-Biri n ward or area in Okrika

bu $loperiperi n weaver-bird, yellow bird

bu $lgseib’d v to prostrate

bdmd=binmo n sand-bank

bOnadeinkoro v.a. to feel satisfied; to be all right

bdnainyia a. habitual to oneself; someone being used to a way of life or action

banakuraa a. convenient; agreeable to the needs of oneself; suitable

b unambulo n large bird like the 6b6l6 found in the mangrove forest (it is supposed to
be the largest mangrove bird hence the name literally meaning
mangrove cow)

banémi a. keeping oneself respectable and honoured, by good behaviour and
appearance

bdnemi a. aware of situation of things and to be cautious to know oneself

bdnémika adv unknowingly, happening unawares

biinod n wet dust, dampness shown on glasses; misty appearance especially on
furniture

bdnunguningu a. feeling uneasy, worried

bdnwananwana a. brisk and smart; agile

banwengi a. pervading the body; chronic as of old sickness in oneself

banwonwg a. fond of being annoyed; looking unhappy; frowning generally

banjinji n filth, disgust

banjinjiméa a. horrible, disgusting, rejectable, warding off, obnoxious, objectionable,
offensive

bdnyana a. deep-rooted in the body

b6 n foot, leg

blob ar{ v.n. to repeat performance of entertainment or act; rehearsal during
preparation for any ceremony e.g. masquerade display, dancing clubs,
cultural shows, concerts, dramas, operas, comedies etc.

bagbi % to take care of oneself

bddbiriméa v.a. alert to activity making oneself suited to action

baobalo n the fleshy part of the back of the human leg below the knee; calf, tibia

baob0o n generation

bOgchiéma % to stand firm and own responsibility

blochya v.n. to undermine; guile, treachery

bOdchgapu n adversaries

blochuku n lower part of the leg; ankle

bOgchukaju n lower part of any object or furniture e.g. bed, table, chair etc.

bloélékimé v to test the results of practice against a show under preparation e.g.
drama, masquerading etc. to rehearse

bloélékima n footprint

blofuro n that part of the leg between the hip and the knee; thigh
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blogbana v to place one’s legs across (a sign of showing off)

blogbanayé n foot-rest, footstool

blogbari v to miss one's steps; to stumble also b{igtd mbul

bloikpalikpa n the lower part of the leg between the foot and the knee; lower part of
the tibia; the ankle in man; the hoof in animal

bloikpuku n knee

bloimgbésé Y% to cross legs; to forestall someone by disturbing or impeding his plans,
progress

bloisun % to have a stroll; literally, to stretch the leg

blojiji a. firmly and strongly

bOb6koro a. feel satisfied with a reason; understand

b6l n self control; discipline; temperance; abstinence

bQogloka a. craving, eager, desire; indiscipline

bQdsi n self respect

bQdési % to move; get going; leaving a place to start with

bloso a. being annoyed; painful

blotéin % lit. to kick with the foot; to treat with disdain

bdotoma % presume; to compare oneself with another

blotombulo Y% to stumble; to miss one's steps

batongu n heel of the foot

batangbali n toes of the foot

blotungbalinimé n nails of the toes of the foot

baéwa v.n to bemoan or recount ones sufferings or experience; self-pity

o]010)%1 n affliction; anguish; bodily pain

bloyimé a. painful to the human body

bapalika adv perhaps, probably

bOpéalima a. being of necessity; compulsory; inevitable

blOpélé Y% to circumcise

blpikimé v.n to free oneself by taking oath when accused; self denial

bOpanu % to endure with great carefulness; to be very careful under pain

bOpdngma a. repressive; keeping desires under control

bu'$ru" @ a. rotten

buaru n yam

baruatibi n yam seedling

buruba n famine; starvation

buruduké v.n going for food; errand (usually an engagement common with fishermen
while at fishing-port when food is finished, the steerer goes home to
collect food

burugbdbala n carved stick used in picking yam balls or akara balls in a pot

burukeéin % to make a first harvesting of yam, that is, harvesting the first seedling

burukunmaa n fasting under religious obligation

biramo n indigo ink from its fruit

biirima n f cuttlefish, Sepia spp.

burdamo-diki % to admire some physical performance or production or exhibition by
making presents with money and in kind; to spray money in
admiration; to present money to the girls undertaking the "iria"
ceremony in their booths

burammo v.n voluntary fasting at home on personal or economic reasons

buru-obi n dropsy

burupuko n taste or desire for food; desire to work hard for food; hunger

burupug $tari n.v being hungry for food; hunger

bdséblchin a.n self-conceitedness; self-centred
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bdsécha % to involve oneself; to be concerned in

bQséfapiri n risk-taking

baséfipikima % to take risks; to dare; to undertake a venture willy nilly

bldsékima a. eager; creating anxiety

bas'kiiripiri a.v presumptuous, arrogant, proud; to pride in

blseo-oma % to presume oneself to rank; to take for granted

bQséti a.v to be careless with oneself; to belittle oneself

blsétika a.v fond of making oneself grand and puffed-up; careful about the
appearance of oneself in the public

bdseyechin a.v self-regard; to honour responsibility or duty; self-respect

blsikimé v to dissociate from a group; to stay aloof also bsin

blsima\ % to dishonour oneself by disdainful behaviour

bdsin \Y dissociate oneself; to refrain, looking unconcerned

busin v to finish a drink by emptying the content

bdsininima a.v deprived of sensation, cramp affected body; shocking

bdsgn n stretching of the body in exercising

batima v to enjoy oneself

batimaka adv peradventure, probably (Bolo and Ogu dialect) also bQpalika, obiasin

batéketeké a. anxious to do something by way of service; intending to offer free
service

blto™n % to keep aloof

batorab ama n drunkenness

blta a. almost rotten or sour

buta a. ignorant, stupid

b utubutd a. very soft as being over-ripe also potogmpotom

bawori a. self-abuse as when one puts on an unfitting wear or admits of personal
fault or weakness

bOworod" @ a. emaciating; reducing in size and appearance

bayéa a. habitual, being accustomed to

CH, ch

Ch, ch consonant, the 4th letter of the Okrika alphabet

cha excl. derisive expression denoting query reproach

chakachaka n negligible remnant of liquid or grain

chakarapu % to escape suddenly; to put into the mouth all at once chakarapuma
adv.

chakpom adv swallowing up something automatically

chama adv.a in a continued process, continuously, repeatedly also chama

part. introductory word commonly used interrogatively to emphasise a

constant act or practice, what sort? what type? what kind? e.g. chama
gbéri béré? chama tombo$?

charatatama adv escaping very smartly

ché excl. expression indicating surprise at wrongdoing e.qg. telling lies, accident
etc.

chebu™ pron in what instance? in what respect? usually interrogative; what?

chéchéétud=chéch ph.w if it had been; were it not that; but for that, in other matters etc also

etubo mgboku

chéi excl. exclamation showing pity usually accompanied with koke to show

sympathy expressed

24



Kirike dictionary Draft Levi Sika ed. Roger Blench

Kirike PoS SF English gloss

chesiki int. when? what time?

chétibi adv because; why?; on which account

cheye' int. what?

Cheyééabiioso pron. native name of Chief Okujagu

cheyegdsé=chégo6s int. why? for what reason?

e

chian a. suffocate; disturbing the breathing of air

chianma % to cause to suffocate

chie % to stand

chiechieba n an allusion usually made to an erander who keeps on moping in
absorbed attention; as a result of her mood, she is tossed about from
place to place fro joke, looking for the standing daughter chigechiéba

chiechiechie a. being in a hurry; anxious, quick desire; standing all along

chiekiri n position, status, standing

chiekdra v to stand and wait to attend a master by standing by

chiema % to put erect

chiemachijemé a. descriptive of people standing here and there in anxiety, as a result of
some happening like death, accident, fight, commotion and intrusive
mood of people

chiemagbin % to cast down

chiesime % to stand steadily

chikichiki a. miserly, takes time to release anything in hand

chikichikib.a n large lump of food (usually applied to fufu; heap of food)

chikirichikiri a. plump with fat calves and fleshy waist

chin n stick

chin-arg=chianrg n messengers sent to call family people not at home when there is some
happening e.g. death or case (lit. call boat)

chi'n % to call someone, to think

china v to chain up; to link together e.g. putting beads together on a line of
thread or rope or fish on a stick

chinbipi n call or invitation made by someone on another

chingii'@ n elevated land; hillock

chingbdlu n fruit

chinpékere n piece of stick; beam (biblical)

chinpiki v to restore; call back; reinstate; to recall what was said; to withdraw

chinpambaro n small pieces of stick; fragments of stick

chinsapu n the sanctified; the called people of God

chira v to lock horns e.g. two rams battling their heads; to buy something on
credit; a tick

chira % to put on a hat on the head

chirapa \ to penetrate through a natural division (clouds, rocks etc.); thrust
through a mob

chiri n open field or square generally used for assembling; also chiri-ogho;
market place (Ogoloma dialect)

chiri n leopard, tiger

chiripanamaa n lion, also odum (<Igbo)

chirgma Y% to join by knitting together or sewing together; also joining of wood
e.g. canoe, boat, shutters

chisa % to sneeze

chita p.n. market in Eleme in OTELGA, also Ichita

chogo™ int. where? in what way? a despicable aspersion cast on someone

chgchi n church, house for public Christian worship (<English) also used to
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name the week days, thus, Chochi-gbori-dinie "Monday", Chochi-
mama-din "Tuesday", Chochi-tereadin "Wednesday", Chochi-sonio-
adin or Kalaoruene "Saturday" (<Eng.)
Chdchi-ené p.n. Sunday (also Oruene obs.)
chém-chom-chom  a. moving about from one corner to another; descriptive of the unsteady
movement of a vagabond
chgko n fish-drying oven built with locally trodden mud
chgp-chdp n soursop, succulent fruit with white pulp and black seeds; also (< local
Eng. sop-sop)
chu n hat; headgear
cha % to put in
% to sing
chya n weir, water-fence for fishing trap in the sea
chua % to put s.t. into s.t. else
chua % to put on clothing
chuyachié n.v method of fishing with spear by the weir (chua) at the open sea; the
catcher stays on the canoe watching the big fishes fanning at the
entrance of the inner fence; from the canoe he spears them; to fish by
this style
chgagbin % to overthrow
chuajika % to instigate someone seriously to action
chaan n big fish that develops from the mullet, gbula family
chgapiki % to divert; to cause to change plan or opinion
chgasin % to push off; to remove from a course or rank; overthrow also chgagbin
chyayé n extra share or measure; a bonus, gift, or sum added to price or wages
chukan v to pierce through destructively
chuko % to fill with fibre or any soft material in order to prevent leakage e.g.
perforations and cracks in canoe being patched
Y, to plug tightly
chaku n under-part, bottom or lower section of anything; under
n source or starting point of anything
n as of old, attribute of the long juju of Arochukwu, also known as
Chukwuabiama
chakachyga Y to start; to lay foundation; initiate
chakachyayé n foundation
chakufdru n south wind
Chuakuni Biri p.n ward or area in Ogoloma
chukldrima \ to swallow in toto with some sense of commitment; to push; to
instigate
chauma % to penetrate in
chyna n long pole for pulling in water
ch'pug n island
chug'$ % to cook
chug $fan n liquid salt made from the ikain (ashes of mangrove wood); cooked salt
(generally used in cooking special meals such as Q$du soup and
tominiku)
chuogbd v.n to argue, to be disputatious; argumentative
charachara a. in a state of deadened sensitivity; swaggering and idiotic; mentally
feeble
churamaa % to congest; surge, heap up
charu n nail
a. filled to a heap; up surge; over-loaded; heaped up
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D,d

D, d consonant, the fifth letter of the Okrika alphabet

da a. some

daa % to receive with receptacle; to take; to help load down from a carrier

daa n method of fishing on mullets in the mangrove creeks where light is
used against the floating sleeping mullets; as the light dazzles their
eyes, catcher uses his net-bag to bail them in. It is peculiar to Isaka
people. The mullet so caught is called danidéke

daa % to point that way; to support; to face or challenge

danide $ké n f mullet caught by light (lamp) fishing

Dabara p.n fishing port

a. wide, broad

dabarama adv complacently; sitting satisfactorily

dabo v to receive or bring in also dagki

dabo$ n receiver

dabgrgma % to receive and pass on

daéchie % to end or stop

daachieka a. infinite; unlimited, endless

dachiema v.n to hold on; to stop a process; prevention

dachu % to direct in; to pass in; to admit also gkichua

dachga % to snap (photograph)

n picture

dachyga-masini n xerox, photocopier

dachgayé n camera; photo

dada adv straight away; directly; objectively

dadama adv boldly facing some eventuality or effrontery

dagbgkgkgma % to discipline

dairima % to misdirect; to pervert

dakadaka a. scratchy, irritating

dakala % to roll about on the surface of the ground

dala v to pick off by scratching e.g. the behaviour of a cock or hen; to comb
the hair

dalasin % to pick off with condemning effect; to push off as declared bad or unfit

dali a. protruding, turgid, hanging, shooting out

dalili a. indented to last stage as of a hungry child's stomach

dam suf usually applied to end of counting series e.g. siidam, soidam; also
sharp, dot, exactly

damé % to face a rival

damadama a. opposite, facing one another

damoni n diamond (<Eng.)

daoki % to receive, take

dapéaka Y to face; to rise against; attack; to undertake a challenge

dapakgma \ to direct out; remove out; take out

dapu n some; some people

dapuu % to expand or distend to a breaking point

datén v to aim and plan or measure; like surveying

datékéréma \% to straighten or put erect or right; to discipline also dagbukukdma

dayeé n something

dée v to drive
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déé# v to sit together in a group for a meeting or function

deé v.aad to settle or sediment like mixed or dirty water, gari, salt in container

J

debo$ n husband, (pl.) deapu

debg$nyanaka a. having no husband, husbandless

debg$nyanakabg$ n woman having no husband

debo$oforibg n widow; one who has lost her husband by death

débulu n table (<Eng.)

décha v to drive in used when directing chickens or animals into their places of
rest

Déde p.n fm  family in Agba Biri

dedé n morning

déde v to tread; to press softly, patting with care

déde bie adv in the morning

dedéfanfun n very early morning about 5-6 a.m; first appearance of day-light

déin n.a. cool; gentle; peaceful; quiet; calm

déinma n.ad peace; peacefully

%

dekeé n f fish of the mullet group

déki n deck or decking (<Eng.)

déki % to carry or lift

dekidéki a. well ground; masticated or beaten into powder or slimy substance as of
grains like pepper, maize, okra, etc.

dékigbin % to defeat or conquer

dékichiema % to lift up

dékigoléloma Y to exalt; to raise in rank

dékasin v to take away; to remove totally

dékaso % to take away with an aim of claiming or possessing

démangima v to pup to flight; to drive away

dépakuma % to cast out; to expel

déri % to sell

deribo$ n seller

désikima Y to drive aside; ostracise; to cast off

désin v cast away; to exorcise as of evil spirit

deyepuko n consonants of the alphabet; having to do with sound

doo % to touch slightly with something like pin, fire, stick, sword

dodol v to struggle, to try; attempt

déinma adv pointedly; directly

doki a. burnt

dokima % to burn

ddkiye n burn on the skin

dokima-kogsima v to burn off totally as of devouring burning of bush

doku % to effect motion by paddling, pedalling, driving mechanically

dokug $rg n transport; means of transport; transport ways or methods

doli n shea-butter made from sheanuts, used in massaging as ointment; a
product from North of Nigeria

déna n style of dress for men, sewn like a big flowing long-sleeve shirt; its
seams fall to the ankle of the legs; it is mostly worn by wealthy men
and chiefs

donia v to meet someone expectedly or unexpectedly

doti n dirt; unclean something; untidiness (<Eng. dirty)
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D.d
Dd consonant, the sixth letter of the Okrika alphabet
daa % to angle, fishing with hook and line
% to imitate or mimic
n father
dabo$ n father
dada n term to address a father also &da (Ogu dialect); papa (foreign)
dadiki v.n to test; examination; temptation
dagién v to copy; to reproduce what is original; to transcribe
dagién-masini n photostat machine
dakadiki n.v. test, used when a dedium for testing is applied e.g. when one's
electrical system is faulty and he is required to use something to effect
the repair, that instrument stands as dakadiki (verb or noun) noun)
damanga n family shrine where the family meets to ceremonise and libate
dapé n pond; brook; ocean
dara n small fragment of stick; conflagrable pieces of chopped wood
dari % to boil; to move in a vexatious mood to an offender in a way to express
extreme anger
a. boiling, foaming
n used in praise of someone who proves expertise of an art, thus daribé
darima v to cause to boil
darima % to give way, to move out of a place; to shift from a position
dawg n.v dream
dawo % to learn
dawokikayé n vision also bo$i-Qriye
dawoma % to teach; to cause someone to learn
dawu n father ascribed to a someone; a father belonging to someone (his
father, her father)
dé'in a. tumescent like the genital organs when one is in heat
deki % to wean a child; to bring up or nurse a child (orphan) from babyhood
v to surround an enemy territory during warfare
dia v to laugh at
dia v to share; to barter, trading by exchange of commodity, a common
practice during the manila currency in Okrika
diamé % to share into
diagki v to inherit
did-okibiaye n legacy, inheritance
didokiyé n heritage, share also diekiri
dian n trap for animals, figuratively used to mean entangling someone
dian n deep section of sea
deé Y% to share; divide; show
dieayé n gifts, presents
dieaye n teaching, doctrine
die béléma % vindicate; reveal
diéin n trapping instruments; a device usually consisting of a noose, for
capturing animals or birds; also, small carved sticks for toothpick and
also used for chaining small fishes like mudskipper or mudfish or
meat; arrow
diekiri n share, portion
diepakuma v to declare, execute; to show by proof, manifest
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diepiriyé n gifts, offering

diki n rope

diki % to look

dikiadikia a. opposite; face to face

dikialima % to despise

dikibalafa % to fear; to respect with fear

dikibiebu Y% to hate to abhor

Dikibo$ p.n.  fm family in Okrika, living in Amanungo Biri

dikibo$torubalab  a.n period of the day when one rarely identifies somebody; early night;

ala dusk

dikibQgeréreé v.n to have mercy; compassion

dikibQngungu v to have an objectionable feeling for something and thereby to avoid it
e.g. bad smell, rotten or unclean thing

dikibgnwgonwg v to hate with jealousy; feeling resentment against someone's success or
progress or behaviour

dikibQton$ % to avoid; to restrain oneself from some other group or thing or act

dikida % to imitate; to copy

dikidikitorg n providence

dikiidérima v.n to look down on someone

dikigani % to rebuke; to upbraid; to vex

dikima \ to follow someone's footsteps; to imitate

diki-0bo n musical bow also diki-¢nunu

dikipukosoli % to have envious eye on; to covet also sQIT

dikir{ n place at the family shrine containing a number of small clay pots
(0koma)

dikisima v to despise

dikitibifoin % to be sympathetic; to have a feeling of mercy for someone

dikitorugbéin a. splendid; beautiful, presentable

dikitorufuka a. jealous, envious, feeling ill will against someone's well being

dikitgrgsin Y to forgive

% to be unconcerned with

dima % to change; to disguise; to convert

di'n v.a. to have thorough knowledge of some art; expert

din n night

dinkgn n snake that moves at night, fond of eating eggs (lit. night fishing)

dinkéru n vigil, wake-keeping

v to keep awake like the night watch man

dinkoruabg n night watch man

dinlasapu n the aged

din-6gbd n midnight

dipi % to bury, to plant

diri n book; treatise; medicine

dirifi a. susceptible, capable of receiving as of human body e.g. oju dirifi i.e,
body, that can easily admit medicine for cure or poison, also dying of
poison as one who dies as a result of poison

diriguo % to make medicines; to cure with medicine

dirikori % to indulge in making medicine for evil intention like a witch-craft

dirikoriapu n witches; wizards; necromancers

dirima n rings of flesh around the neck

diripanba n page in a book; leaf of a book

diritoli n letters of the alphabet

diri-gguzi n package of tobacco
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doski \Y; to look for; to want; to search; to wish; yearn for
doskibo v to realise; to perceive; to observe
dos$kika % not bothered about; not to find or look for; not to want
doskimamu % to get on finding or looking for; to be in search of
dos$kipakumabg v to discover
do$kipakumabg$ n discoverer; founder
do$kodo$ko a. small in number and size
donw n large fish regarded as mammal
dénwa n ringworm
dor v to weave
doro n barracuda, Sphyraena spp.
doroku % to jubilate; shout for joy
dosi v skip; jump
dua v to use a container to get food or water out from another container
dia % to defend someone against an attacker; to save
dg;abg n saviour; a defender; salvager
dgabgroma n saving grace (biblical)
ddabgromabo$ n saviour (biblical)
diapakgma v.n deliver, rescue
ddapakumabo$ n deliverer, rescuer
‘duba a. large, fat, big
du $basaba a. exceeding
duchua % to put in or fill from another
dufi % to scoop and eat as of cereals
duko \ to inform; to tell
dako v chewing-stick
dukoayé n news; information tidings; gossips
dukodibama % to extol; to magnify; to talk big of
dikoma a. next, following
dukomadukoma a.adv following each other in succession also imbikambikéa
dukomii v to follow up, to pursue, to chase, to accompany
dukonyanayé n subject
dukonwéngi % to follow some one; to accompany; to form company with another
companionship
dukopakgma % to declare, to confess
dukopunuma % to accuse; to charge innocently
dukosima v.n to reproach; blame; guile; revile; slander; to condemn someone
dukotélima % to persuade
dukoyeé n statement, report; an account of speech
da'ky % to allow; to permit
du‘kukéa % to disallow, refuse
dakano n steering part of a canoe or ship; a stern
di'kdnodbos n steersman; the person who directs the course of the canoe or ship
di'minéya n mermaid immortalised by a masquerade
da'mao n life
a. alive
di'moddéapa n fountain of life
di'mokdko v.n. sustenance also duma-41o
dd‘méma % to make alive
dd‘ményana- a. lively faith
béréni
dd'mo-410 a.v maintaining life; nourishing
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du&n n giraffe

ddgin n ghost; dead body; evil spirit; fairy

d[udin-ama n hell; sheol; fairy land

dleindin v to mourn for the dead by wearing black dress or refraining from
putting on fine dress

daadindipiny¢ n cemetery; a place of burial; burial ground

ddoinfgla n dry spittle found at the angles of the mouth especially after sleep, as
one wakes from bed

dgéinwari n family ancestral home regarded traditionally as the central shrine of the
family; house of the ancestral parents

dpari n rock; stone

dipo n plank, wooden board

duré n that portion of the canoe where the steerer rests his legs; also durobie

dusin v to remove liquid from a container by using a bailoer, or cup or spoon

duvaj % to bail and dash out in splash

E,e

E.e p vowel, the seventh letter of the Okrika alphabet

el excl. precaution or warning expression, checking oneself from danger; also,
derisively applied against a person or object by demonstrating

ge! excl. exclamation commonly used in gossiping and anecdotage, meaning a
look down

ébé n water-fence for fishing usually adopted by the Ikwere people at their
water sides along the brink of the bush

ébeba n threat signalling fright; frightening somebody also tergchga

ébede n respectable headwear or hat, usually broad brimmed; sombrero hat

ebeji n ocean or wide fishing ground (<Kalabari) cf. Okrika abaji

ebelé=0bele n calabash keg or container mostly used in containing palm-wine

ébera Y% to sympathise with someone who is bereaved or has been in trouble

éberé adv long since; since; quite long ago

gdeni n altar; an elevated place at the hearth under which fire is made for
drying fish or meat

Edéréme Biri p.n. ward or area in Okrika

édi n bear, a mammal, fond of moving by night [<Igbo] Okrika call it
mondmangi

Eférifé p.n ms old time masquerade with double face and decorated in a flowing
gown, owned by Jama family. It usually carries broom in hand with
which it strikes the ground and prays oputibeya sisi

efuléfu n flower of cotton tree (sikaka)

a. description of one with unworthy character and standard; vagabond

egusi n condiment used in thickening soup

éghe n hammerkop; hammer-headed stork

egbéléerémeé=ogbél n respectable women of a traditional descent who help to maintain

eréme morality and check unchastity among adolescent girls

egbeéri n drama; story

egbeérifieyé n riddle; a conundrum

egberigbéin % to dramatise a play e.g. owu display when a new owu display is
staged; it is shown for three days, the third day is set aside for
ceremonies that is égberigbgin (the day of ceremonies)

egbéri-na-aka-na- n politics; political practice
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miemieye
egbéri-nd-aka-na- n political party; pelitik-ogbo political group
ogbo
éjé n tree sp.
éke n mark; borderline
ekebiri n f smallest mudskipper (ichila) Periophthalmus papilio; also smallest
sardine
ekekeé n sign of hunger; when anxiously desirous to eat; when hunger disturbs
ekémba n f smallest size of sardine, Sardinella spp. (cf. sdngu)
ékeké adv in line; line by line; according to marks
éképain % to jubilate, shouting and croaking
ékéré n mi  wooden gong used for proclamation
n mi  drumming played in honour of an important dead chief or warrior
ekeria \Y; to shout with anger; roar, bark, scold in loud tone
ékésaba % to trespass, lit. to overdo or pass mark
ekpé n bosom, chest, breast
ekpédéin=kubie- n peace of mind; inward satisfaction
déin
ékperé n mi  small short talking-drum commonly used by necromancers (t¢rg-té
IGap) during the burial of their member; it is also used during the
périgd ceremony of a dead chief
ékpéete n dc agile rhythmic dance danced to special drum produced by water-pot
(nngu) music
n herbaceous plant used as medicine
élé excl. expression of disdain
éle n play ground, open space
n high jump stand (Ogoloma dialect)
eélechu n traditional season when it is believed the dead visit the town from their
fairy land; during this period nobody weeps if somebody dies (see
appendix 1)
éléké n lump of carved meat or flesh, usually the limbs, hand or leg
elekedi n measure of drink by bottle also elékédi-01610
éléki n.v indirect behaviour of some habit; to pretend
élekima n sign, mark
v test; attempt
elekiwu n change of circumstance; inevitable condition (mostly used in parables)
obs.
elela n swamp exposed to tidal influence
elelénda n corridor
élelénda n orange fruit
Elémé n people in OTELGA, living near Okrika
éléogho n open field
elésika n pigeon
eleténde n f small flat fish like the sole
emein n f manatee, seacow, Trichechus senegalensis
éméngia n vegetation in brackish waters; the leaves are lineal in shape
emengia-bie n bad bush situated nearly opposite Kalio-ama where Ibaka people bury
dead people of questionable feature
eminé n throne; adored seat
éne n rain
n crossed bar put up for sports-high jump, hurdles, obstacles etc.
éné n day; time or period
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énéba n. tomorrow; day-break; the first appearance of day light in the morning

énédin n. night (Ogoloma dialect)

énédQparimgboly n hailstone

énégoyegoye n everyday

énéichita n showers of rain

énékaka n afternoon; daylight

énékubu n daylight

énémi n palm-fruit

énémimgbuy” @ n palm-fruit

énémigbinbQ& n palm-cutter

énémikoro n palm tree

énédgbain n mid-day, noonday; afternoon

énésan n nightfall; night

énétibi adv daily, each day, everyday

enye n line of meshes of a net

% to watch carefully as a spy; to spy; to audit an account book gnye$

epele n game played on draughtboard, a sedentary occupying two contestants
one on each end; seeds or plates are displayed on the squares. The
seeds are designed to varied permutations by one for the other to
disfigure and vice versa, until the game ends. It is like chess; it is
nicknamed abili.

épelégho n water yam; carved water yam used during the ceremony of "perigo”
(see appendix) at the instance of the burial of an important man

epeéleni n dissemblers, tricksters

epelepé n horn; pipe; trumpet

epepé n sun, morning or evening sunshine

epéréré=ipéreré n fish like kigho commonly found in brackish or fresh water

éré n women, females

érébara a.n left; left-hand

érébaranga a.adv left-hand side

érébq n vagina — also buku

ér'ddia n exchange of women (it used to be a custom that if House A gives out a
woman in marriage to House B, as time goes on, B pays back to A
from the progeny

érédiki v.n watch or spying of women's nakedness. This is done by immoral
fellows who are in the indecent habit of watching or spying the nudity
of women in their latrine area during defecation

érédikibg n man who practises the habit of spying women's nakedness

érédoki % having numerous casual affairs with women; to womanize

éréméni n women

éréménianga n women's side; a place where women resort to for disguising and easing
themselves

érémeéniawQ n young women (plural of "eremenitoku")

éréménibo$ n lady, woman (singular form of eremeni)

érémeénijekine n term ascribed to the secrecy of women's mood as related to mensis;
privacy; and nudity (see ijibaso)

éréménitoku n young woman or lady also iremenitoku

érésara v.a. denying marriage to women by frequently divorcing wives

éréséle v.a. fond of selecting women for marriage; accepting and denying marriage
promises to intending wives

érésimé v.n to marry a woman; marrying of women

éréti v to flirt; being fond of women's company; to have sexual intercourse

34



Kirike dictionary Draft Levi Sika ed. Roger Blench

Kirike PoS SF English gloss
with a woman

érétibifiye=érétibi n dowry

ye

érétu v trapping women into love making; luring women

éréwori v.n ms detesting women's company; fond of abusing women and their
companionship; popular traditional masquerade among the "kiriowu"
masquerades

éréya v.n performing of lawful marriage; the ceremony of lawful marriage of
women

éréyima v to assist a female in giving birth, as of a midwife

éséne n loudest drum among other instruments used during ¢boni dance

ésénie num. nine in counting

été n drinking cup of calabash material

etébi n special feather decoration prepared like sunflower used on
masquerades

étéra n mat, couch

éteté n small fish, fairly greenish in colour and mostly found at the water
sides, also called 4bago

ewekérénge adv just now, not long ago

ewekérere adv and then; than; hitherto; now then; at this time, also wekérere

ewerénwu n three-leaved yam; also, tun (Ogun dialect)

E¢

ee vowel, the eighth letter of the Okrika alphabet

eba n gari soaked with hot water (<Yoruba)

ebe n altar

ebe n ms ancient masquerade owned by the Anyengu-Biri people; it is usually

played with satellite masks such as obirinangulo, bérebg,
okpokiriobolo, owugkpara, onanaowu, okule, etc. Its full name is
Okulemeni-ebe.

ébekébeké=0beké adv probably, peradventure; perhaps, maybe
béke
ebe $lj % to move carefully amidst shrubs and hanging ropes
% to pursue or track someone under hide and seek
v to use some material to underline an adornment in making a dress
ébere’ n xylophone, keys placed on plantain stems
n style of cloth-tying adopted by women where the last fold at the back
is hoodshaped
ee excl. ?
eeé excl. ?
éféféri n scales on the body of fish or mammal
éfére n dish; plate of earthenware material; corrugated iron sheet
eferéba n notorious female mermaid
eféréya n notorious male mermaid
ggéléema a.n noticeable point of difference; turning point; climax; big in size; also
égélemabara
egené n marked edge or line on a dress; the top fin or sting on a fish; sign of
healing change of a sore
égbégbé=0gbégbé n f powerful large fish like the ray and of the cartilaginous group
ékeké n piece of broken clay pot or pitcher generally used in frying groundnut
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or dry fruits; potsherd
ékéli n wide round flat tray woven in warp and weft with cane, used in
spreading dry or fresh fish
ékéma % to filter or sifter as of water and food material
éképu n calculated sizes or demarcations
ekeré n fishing material conical in shape woven in form of a longish basket
ekeri % to bend in order to avoid hanging shrubs and tendrils in the bush or the
lintel of a door
n small bird
ekpein n he-goat, also, ekpein
elé n fish of the mullet group, fond of eating black swamp, and usually full
of fat
eléji n lead
embé n chance, privilege, vacancy, area, way, etc.
émbéma ?
emémba=gmeémb  n. sand-fly, gnats
u
énde=9gndé num. four hundred
endé n gum, the flesh covering the bases of the teeth; also énde (onde)
eéndém n nit. the egg stage of louse hanging on the hair
endegbelugbola term given to child birth at short intervals; children born at short
intervals, looking short in size
énémé n black paint or dust from charcoal; also wax from the smoke of lamp
enemeki n iron wood; also called akawai (<Kalabari)
engema \% to filter; to sediment
éen excl. No!
énhé excl. Aha, alas
énwé=9gnwe) a. indelible; thorough
n feeling of constriction in the chest and coughing asthma
énwei a.n very small crab; very small; inedible
énwené=0nweneé n rattle-bells tied to the wrist or ankle during dancing
a.n blue eyes like those of a white man
enye n line of meshes of a net
% to watch carefully as a spy; to check or audit account (dirienyg); to
spy; also, onye
eperé=operé % to belch
épeperi n light leaf
éré=0ré n name; wood used in carving canoes
éréchi adv because of, on account of
éréchin n roll call
erédu n aerial yam produced through flower, not by tuber (Dioscorea
bulbifera) whose inner rind is violet in colour. It is sweet in taste.
érépaka a. notable, famous
érépakapu n nobles, notables
éréré v.a. developing gradually like fire; sore etc.
éréso a. famous, renowned
ewereweé n fur of animals around the neck; mane
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F.f
F.f consonant, the ninth letter of Okrika alphabet
faé a. lost, finished
fabo$ n term usually attributed to a vagabond, who forgets his home
fabalaka n risk-taking
fadakibé n perdition; spiritual ruin or damnation, destruction; danger
fafaka a. unfinishing, never ending, eternal
fakpe id expression to describe the sluggish and noisy movement of the tortoise
(onomatopoeic).
fali a. lifted or raised, usually applied to someone with raised lips (bip1 fali)
fama % to settle or finish a squabble
% to lose
fangakpé v.a. to guard one's loins, to be fully prepared against any eventuality or task
fangala a.v wrap, entwine, entangle
fanti n style of skirt tied with rope around the waist spreading down to the
ankle also potikoto
fari* v to beat drum or play an instrument
fari’ v to sharpen a knife
fasin a. perished totally
faye n.a. lost thing
faye? n commonly used as abbreviation of the name Fayeofori
fé % to buy
n market
fébg n buyer
fechiri n market, market place or square
fédia n lit. (buying and sharing, exchanging) that is, trade by barter, a custom
commonly practised in the days of manila currency
féfért % to get close to someone with a view to creating familiarity
fékéfékeé a. light in weight
fékepu a.v carried in toto; to rise for a move all at once adv. fekepuma
feképuma adv rising suddenly
felé a. slow; sluggish
feléma adv sluggishly, lazily, stealthily
féeni n bird; name for colourful flannel cloth; omen
fénii n customers
fénibése p.n. god of thunder, usually regarded as the supreme god of the Okrika
gods
fénibo$ n market person; customs or being one who patronises someone's
business
fénibgroma % giving a sign of omen
fepoku n market port, that is, the waterside of a market, same as market place
fépufépu a. pulsating, throbbing interpretation of reflex act (onomatopoeic)
fi % to eat
fi n death
fii % to die
fia a. being on good terms; friendly; not inimical
fiafia a. clean; holy
n applied to cleanliness with serenity and respect
fiafiaka a. unclean, dirty
fiaffagbunyeé n mystery
flakéfiaka a. questionable, uncertain, doubtful
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fian n faeces, excrement, manure, dung, shit, excreta

fiangé n where one's aim is based on eating and enjoying; fond of eating or
lavishing

fibi % to reduce by evaporation; to minimize

fibo$ n dead person

fibo n eater; user

firibQbarasin v.n to resign from work; to retire; resignation

firib'usin % to be retrenched; to sack

firib0so n.v retirement; to retire

firifirima v to send on message

firifirima-diri n letter, epistle

firiji n fridge (<English)

firikir n office; work place; company premise, firiakiri pl.

firima \ to send on an errand

firinwéngi % to work; to do some work

firinwengibg n workman; messenger

fir;inwéngiapu n workmen; messengers

firinwengi- n oath of office; also firinwengi-oru

karifiyé

firiso % to get employed in an engagement or office

fisani n alligator pepper

fisin \% to finish eating; to eat up

fiso % to eat off; to clear by eating

fitara n bread (changed from fitoru i.e. edible chalk, bread being as white as
chalk)

fiyé n food

fiyéalali n feasting; conviviality; merrymaking

fiyégbéindu'$pari n grinding stone; millstone

fiyésékdoko v to nourish; to feed

fo a. vacant; hollow

fofo a. aloof; good and free spacing

fofama v.a. give space; making space; spacious

foi v.a. roast, roasted

foian v.n drag; disputing with someone; argument

foifiyé n food that precedes the major meal; snacks, breakfast, lit. (roasted food),
usually regarded as light food

féin a. swollen

fokofoko a. light and not heavy, as of bread having much air space

fombara n punishment

foma % to flog or beat up

fomyé = fomuyé n material for flogging like cane or whip

foon n dust, ashes

fonbilg-béka excl. idiomatic expression in Ogu dialect meaning ‘God forbid” as Okrika
would say ‘Kpakpa-sisi’

fongu n rainy season

fonguma v.a. to invoke, to invoke the spirit of the dead; splashing as of rain into an
open door

fonguminé % to celebrate a season of jubilation e.g. dancing, masquerading etc.

fonju n tobacco pipe

féno % to drag along; to pull or draw along

fog $ma adv quietly or silently resting and watching; lying at ambush in silence

fooma v to quieten; to appease as of a crying child; to pat a crying child to
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silence

forgko n singlet (<Eng. frock)

fororo a. saying nothing, being embarrassed with mouth opened ajar; looking
agape

féra n wind, breeze, tempest, sea-waves

forubie-gkuéin n.v telephone

fosa a.n something attained without labour; of no use or importance; loss
without a feeling (coined)

fosime % to be sorry for an offence on somebody or mishap on somebody;
expression usually announced to appease or condole a wounded or an
offended or bereaved person

fga excl. expression to ward off evil; also sga; to condemn something or
pronounce a curse; to forbid

fua n in-law; mother-in-law of a man, he addresses her, iyafud, iya-furo,
fharg; she addresses him, ifoin; all pertaining to in-law

faarg n title or term given to a man's wife's mother by the relatives of the
husband both male and female

fhaye n presents pertaining to dowry on a woman also gg¢béarafiyé or ¢gofiye

fabara n forehead; lucks; front view

fafa n lungs (also, si-parangd); also foreign name for decomposed cassava

faka a. painful, aching

fuku V. to jump or skip

faka a. tight handed; miserly; one who rarely shares with another also iki

fakama % to handover something by throwing it, that is, causing it to fly to reach
the receiver

fala n spittle, saliva

fQlo n soup

falalofalaly a. unsteady; slippery in behaviour or movement

famma Y, to cause to be half-dead or suffocated as of treatment on mudskipper
when being prepared for curing

famu n.v epilepsy; fainting; to faint

fan n.a. salt; bitter

fun n refuse; particles

faro n family; tribe; stomach; womb

faréteregyé n ms small pad like pillow placed under the belly of the masquerade
nicknamed fingi

farotoky n freeborn; indigene; son of the soil; an aborigine

fara a. odorous; bad smelling

faru % to steal

faraka a.n honest; honesty

farama v to dust; clean up either by some material of the hand

fardamasin \Y; to wipe off; to clean off

farunemika n name or expression given to plantain or banana that bears plenty of
fruits; lit. "stolen unnoticed", also applied to mixed up keeping of
money where shortage cannot be easily detected

faruméngi n period of darkness; the period when there is no moonshine throughout
the night

fatabgli n football (<Eng.)
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G.g

Gg consonant, the tenth letter of the Okrika alphabet

gabarama adv standing or sitting in a mood descriptive of being annoyed, vexacious
and challenging

gaduruma adv standing stubbornly in a challenging manner, possibly with goggling
eyes

gaga a. strong and taut

gagama adv trying with much effort, endeavour fervently

gagaragagara a. as of hard chewing-stick in the mouth, not elastic, coarse and indelicate

gagurugagurqg a. coarse in the mouth as of unripe pawpaw; loose and lacking liquid or
saliva

gain excl. exclamation denoting deafness

gaingain a. warm not hot

galagala a. scattered, not located at a place

galili a. tumescent, standing erect and tough

galu a. disappointed, embarrassed

gamgam a. brisk in walking; forceful in moving or marching

gamgamma adv moving or walking forcefully

gamyumuma adv mood presenting a challenge especially as shown by the eyes

ganana a. bright and piercing; also ganini

gapima adv standing stubbornly as if threatening to fight

garagara a. well dried as of cloth, fish, food and cereals

garagara a. usually applied to a healthy body especially as of a smart person

garagara n bitter kola (Ogu dialect) [<Ogoni] also akain

garamgaram a.adv forceful in action; rapacious

garapuma adv cutting off or disconnecting automatically e.g; rope, relationship by
friendship or family usually (garapuma pélé)

gari n staple food made from cassava tuber prepared with hot water for
swallowing; also eaten with cold water and sugar or coconut or fish
(<Yoruba)

gasima adv pointedly, plainly, directly

géé part. commonly used after verbs to entreat someone to take the action of the
verb e.g. so gee (please go/go now); gkué'in geé (talk now/please
talk); fi geé (eat now/please eat)

géberé a. bow-legged

gégé a. sizable; big; reasonably good for consideration

géin % to crack; quake

géin-oloko n statutes

géinpu a.v crack by itself; cracking or breaking open as of land slide or rock or
any brittle domestic article such as earthenware, glass, clay pot, etc.

géle a. being weakened by the result of much physical exertion arising from
fighting or accident

gélé a. high, lofty, tall; also gélélé

géle n height

gelégelé a. roaming about, unsteady in situation

gélényo n heights; cliffs

gélé-opuwari n mansion, edifice, magnificent building

gém a. reasonable in size; large; considerable adv. gemma

géme a. capable of breaking or cutting sharply e.g. sugar-cane, stick etc.

gérégeéré a. shivering; nervous; highly excitable

géri v to slice lengthwise e.g. slicing of cassava, yam etc. also séngi
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gésima adv really, pointedly, actually (<ljo)
gidm adv.e gripping some one unexpectedly; an expression of unexpected grip of
xcl. someone
gida n apple
gién % to write
gienigieni a. lustrous, shining glossily
gienpa v to crack on its accord not forced like any brittle material e.g. glass,
coconut, shell
gigi n decorated canoe with a canopy, generally used in conveying chiefs and
notables [<Eng. gig]
gigi a. tight; firm; taut
ginigini a. dim as of eyes, not seeing clearly
ginini a. loose and irregular as of the meshes of a net when some knots become
loose
a.n when relationship is not smooth-running e.g. husband and wife; two
friends not being on good terms or harmony
giongion a. sparkling; crystal clear as of water
gira v to struggle, to do something with some pain of exertion, to play
aimlessly on the ground creeping here and there, like a child
giriri a. quick and sudden, thus giririma adv.
giriri n cloth purse hemmed with zip usually tied to the waist by market
women; zip
girigirima adv in a moving crowd especially during ceremonies like burial, Iria,
meetings etc.
goo Y to read; to mention
gobadyeé n destiny
godo$godo a. untidy, awkward, clumsy
goddin a. sounding in the head, echoing and ringing in the head as for one who
hears faintly
godoro a. stalwart, huge, gigantic
godiko a. ascribe, recount, mention
gogobg n namesake; one who bears a similar name with another ; also agogo
goh v to abuse in silence (usually during gossips); to spark quarrelling
attitude
goli n gold (<Eng.), also score at football
goligoli a. golden
goli-igani n reproach, query
golold a. high, elevated
gom(u) n floating material or symbol used by anglers and fishermen mostly, to
indicate the position and presence of their fishing lines and nets as par
the tide; buoy placed by the Marine Department
gonogono a. straight on; along the stretch of road or course
gorégoré n.a. light pepper soup prepared with fresh or dry fish or meat
gororo a.v scratch, rub lightly making some mark
gose adv therefore, on account of; why
govina n leader in a dancing group (<Eng.) changed from "governor"; the
governor of a state
govment =gomet n government, the word that, stands for the ruling power (<Eng.)
goyegoye quan every (usually applied to persons, things, periods etc.) thus, tombg-
t. goyegoye (every person), siki-goyegoye (every time), ye-goyegoye
(every thing), etc.
gué v to mix or put together
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gua n.v act of cursing someone who wrongs another as he encounters
misfortune a retaliatory expression (usually the pronouncement is the
word "kpuwai" or "kpuwaika" meaning it serves you right
guama a. of mixed character; dealing with various subjects; miscellaneous
guamguam id. disorderly; carelessly; impatiently rough Guara
p.n. town in BOLGA
guda v to eat voraciously, to make merry; indulge in boisterous festivities
guégué a. shy, inactive, exhibiting stage fright ass when an actor or a performer
behaves when he appears on the stage or in public e.g. a masquerade
making its first appearance (the prefix "bu" is usually affixed to it to
complete or make its meaning vivid), thus baguegué
gugu n silk fish which usually contains itself in broken bottles or tins in the
water; it stays in this place and develops; stargazer
gugu % to strike out dust from pieces or fragments, and dirt from cloths,
containers or paper
guguguma adv behaving in an unbecoming sly manner; not welcoming the presence of
people; frowning
gugusin v to strike out the undesired from a lot; to cast off
gule n tree whose wood is used in carrying out the material known as panga
(water bailer)
gulu n gold earring; earring whether of gold or not (<Eng.)
gulugulu id. out of order; scattered as a result of confusion in respect of human
beings; entanglement in respect of fish in a net; spoilt condition of
anything
gulaguluma \Y to ravage, destroy, devastate, scatter
guma \Y; to increase in stench; to diffuse or exude foul air
guna % to fume getting out of temper; to get angry
guanu n.v awful or odorous smell that diffuses the atmosphere of a place
gundguna % to struggle for release under a tight situation
guo % to cure; to aid someone to good condition of health and vigour
guorod n kola nut that has two cotyledons (<Hausa)
guosi adv suddenly jamming an object (description echoic)
guro v to rub also sikirt
gurémasin \% to rub off; to erase
gurud n large basket with cover used in storing fish and always placed on the
altar at the hearth
GB, gb
GB,gb consonant, the tenth letter of the Okrika alphabet
gha adv time indefinite; for ever; completely spoken as "gbasin” or "gbaso"
gbaa excl. slapping expression (echoic)
gbadarama adv as of door opened wide; also sitting loosely with legs open or scattered
gbagbarima % to slip especially when the foot slips or when the lip misses the cup,
etc.
gbai excl. touch and run; a game children play by touching one another and
running away as each toucher announces "gbaij"
gbéain n f large fish with a long bill;
n centipede
n sound of bell so expressed (echoic) gbain-woko--wdoko
gbéki v to change a plan as a result of some happening
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gbakikitalala n name of an imaginary mermaid that loafs about irresponsibly; an
attribution made to any vagabond
gbakuma = adv to be concerned with
gbakima
gbala v to collect by picking up respectively
gbalama \% to recoup oneself; to exercise the body
gbalama n short time fishing tour
gbali = bQgbali % carefully prepare oneself for any eventuality
gbalima adv singly and exclusively careful of oneself; disallowing any touch of
body
gbam(u) a. slender, slim
gbana % to place on top
gbana v to go aground e.g. canoe or ship on a shallow bay
gbanijaye n dispute
gbari Y% to miss something
gbarika a. sure; certain
gbarimakéa adv surely; must; without failing
gbasa n ms  old masquerade played and owned by Amanungo Biri
n sizeable, straight mangrove stick
gbasi a. equal, exact
gbasia adv.a comparatively equal
gbasima adv equally; in actual fact; really; truly
gbasin adv for ever; continuously
gbéaso adv for ever
gbede $gbedé adv sitting heavily in a sinking chair possibly; sitting complacently in a
seat also gbede $rema, gbérérema
gbéin % to grind; to cover or cloak; to pay or reward
gbéinfiye n retaliation
gbéinfiyé-fi’ % to retaliate; to return like for like
gbéinma % to pretend, presume
gbéinmabQdikdsi ph.w feigning to excuse oneself or exempt an issue
n
ghéké prep asif; if
gbékeégbéké a. hanging; shaky; not taut, slack
gbékéni % to fry in a dry pot or container without liquid e.g. garri, groundnut etc.
idio idiomatically used to mean beating someone brutally
m
gbéla % to ask; to investigate; to take care or notice of; knowing how one fares
especially relations
gbelé excl. pretentious or ironical expression usually applied to undesirable
attitude or happening, generally spoken as "gbéle-gbélé-gbéle
gbélema adv closely, carefully
gbémachie % lit. to stand against, to confront; to assail, to appear before a person
suddenly; besiege; intercept
gbéné a. sober; quietness realised from past experience
gbéréka a.adv to be awake all of a sudden; getting up suddenly
gbérékama adv getting at alert suddenly
gbérére a. wide open
gbérérema adv leaning backward on an easy-chair or stretcher
gbéréré-gbéréema  adv.a descriptive of sluggish or lazy behaviour or someone who does not

promptly do things; walking in a clumsy manner
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gbéri num. one (in counting) (Ibaka dialect, also Ogoloma dialect)

gbiangbian a. being tossed about

gbidigbidima adv totally; completely (usually preceded with the word "gbéin™)

gbigbi a. tight, firm

gbigbima adv tightly, firmly

fbijiméa adv besieging overwhelmingly; also gbijama (Ogu dialect)

gbijipu a. dull, cloudy, heavy

gbijipuma adv looking suspicious with heavy eyes; looking dull

gbikigbiki a. shaky, unsteady like a pinned pole or flag rattling under wind

n used as nickname of the fabric linen

gbikiki id. descriptive of a sudden action of changing, shaking, drawing, turning
gbikikima

gbildama adv invading or besieging with overwhelming force

gbin \Y; to throw at; to weave or sew; to decorate as of masquerade etc.

gbingbdéloma v.a. knit or sew together

gbinkan % to smash or scatter through stoning

gbinpu % to cause inujury or wound by stoning

gbiripugbiripu a. acutely uneasy looking startled and apprehensive as effected by
external force

gbisiri a. unlevel

v to slip into a low level or sinking spot

gbisirinyo n ditch; sinking spot; quagmire; bog

gbgo = gbo % to peck; to swallow balls of fufu in eating; to pin something among a
lot

gb6o = gbo \Y; to invoke; to push to action; to send

ghoba % to invoke death on someone

gbgba % to kill by pecking as of birds of prey e.g. hawk; also killing by snake
bite

Gbobg p.n.  fm family in Ogu and Okrika also

gbogbd % to cut with matchet; to butcher

gbdin n.a. silence, calm, dumbfounded

gbéinma adv deafeningly, silently

gboinpoki \Y; to be silent about something; to deafen one's ears against someone; to
concern oneself with somebody's affairs

gboki excl. expression of sharp cut or breaking

gboku adv at once; immediately

gbokuluma adv conspicuously; properly; openly, in open display

gholo \% to knock or strike

gbolokia v.adv intentional getting together for some special operation; throwing much
force combined

gboloma v to put together

gboloma n.a. getting together; concerned with

gbold a. short

gbdlg % to crack someone on the head; to connect the kingpost that rests on a
tie-beam to carry the ridge of the roof; to criticise an expression

gboluma adv plainly, pointedly

gbdn a. lonely, alone

gbon-élé n arid place; desert

gbonma adv.a lonely; desolate

gbénma adv really, actually (Bolo dialect)

gbori v to fence
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v to attack a person from all angles as of sandflies besieging someone; to
encompass
gbori n one in counting
gborikélima % to encompass; to fence round
gborikirichieka a. not steady, unstable; slippery in behaviour
gborikubie n.a. one mind; one accord; united
gborogboré a. sizable, big, plenty
gbdtubara adv at once; immediately
gbotima adv at once; immediately
gbdtuma-inygsara n lit. total rest, retirement
gbuaka'n v.a. to burst or explode with force; to be wealthy all of a sudden
gbuany0 n depths; deep areas
gbudu a.adv completely full e.g. market gathering or crowd of people
gbukuku adv drawing someone by force; in a snatching manner
gbulu n mullet sp.
gbumu n bell
gbu'n n fish like the golden fish (ona)
ghu'n n fruit like alligator pepper with sweet succulent pulp
gbu'n n. croaker
gbuun a. deep
gbunyé n mystery
gburagbaru n.ad rush, streaming without a break or gauge; also igbdrugbdru \w gbdsu
v
a. protruding; commonly used in abusive description of someone's
buttocks or lips (tumogbusa) and (bipi gbusa)
H, h
H.,h alph consonant, the twelfth letter of the Okrika alphabet
hamham a. vexatious, irascible; rough with anger; getting uncontrollable
hamhamma adv.
héhé a. light; feeling tired
hiin-haan excl. expression used to inspire people during working; also to acclaim
during conversation and story-telling
hijia excl. expression to interpret comotony; it is too much; what again? also
"ijia"
ho a. open; vacant; empty
Hain! excl. exclamation to call the attention of listeners during story-telling or
conversation
héinyg adv then again; starting afresh; begin once again
hororé a.adv open hole; easy, go through; bored open
han excl. expression to ward off bad odour, usually adopting the manner of using
the palm to sweep off the bad odour at the nose
hdama adv getting out of a dark place or winding course, into the open
unexpectedly
hdamatolupaka bursting out into the open surprisingly e.g. after meandering in a

adv.p

winding creed and then bursting at the open estuary, a missing man
suddenly appearing to sight
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Li

Lili alph vowels, the thirteenth and fourteenth letter of the Okrika alphabet

ja excl. expression of annoyance denoting, "too much for you!", "enough of
that!™

i excl. expression of annoyance and refusal, meaning why or no

ibila n mat made of bamboo material

ibilapinji n piece of the inner stuff of bamboo, ibila

ibilawarikiri n historical spot surrounded by Awolome, Adedeme and Anyogu ends,
noted for a celebration square, where ceremonies are performed
dances, masquerading, burial, etc.

ibimie % to do good; to be kind

ibig $kuyein n gospel; good talk

ibig $kumaé adv properly

ibitéin a. better, best (always used in the superlative)

iblyémiebara n good manners, behaviour

ibd n deep mud; thick swamp; the idiom "ib6 déki" means great annoyance;
heavy thinking or thought

ibé n f large ray

ibo a. lying with face downward

iboma av upside down; bent like akimbo waist; to lay someone face downward

iboma(bie) n veranda; open space immediately after the main door outside, meant
for resting or relaxing

ibopo n blister

ib6rém = ibram n ripe plantain preparation, roasted and pounded into a mixture of
crayfish, oil and salt etc. believed to be traditional food for gods and
water mermaids

iburua n grass (Ogu dialect)

ichi n.v tribal mark made on the face, usually vertical cuts made on the
forehead; man with scarified face-most commonly of Igho origin

% used as slang to mean "taken care of"; women in their quarrels abuse

one another "tybg ichi" i.e., who cares for you?, who knows you?

ichipini a. shameless, immodest, insensible to disgrace also b(gérerénémika

ichirima n higher degree of some performance or play; a stage of note

ichuka n thick hair on the skin; furs

ichuka-gfirima n caterpillar (larva), an insect, hairy in nature

ichaka v to dance with keen interest seriously especially with the waist

idabara n style of high-jumping with legs stretched sideways and body parallel to
the cross-bar

idéri % to drift along or in favour of the tide downward; to move downward

idérima % to go on the process of moving downward; to shift an anchorage
downward i.e. as the tide ebbs

idérima % to move down while sitting or standing in a line

% to subdue; to be reduced

idérimengi n stream

idéripakabo % to gush out

idupa n grave; monument; sepulchre

Ifiki p.n. Efik; the name Okrikans give the Calabarians ifikiapu

iféin n my son-in-law; term given to the husband by his wife's mother

igila n metal gong

lgira p.n.  fm family in Okrika living in Ayongu Biri

igiramangi
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igiri n huge, stalwart person

igo n eagle

igo n hip, loin

igodo n padlock

igonibianwari n hotel, guesthouse

igonibg n stranger

igonikon v.n hospitality; hospitalize; to entertain a visitor

iga n hard mud of swamp nicknamed "chikoko" commonly used in
reclaiming land

igu n famous old set of dancing masquerades played by Ambeme Biri

iguangt n money (obs)

igaein n.a. poor, poverty

ighé n box

igbiki n money, currency

igbikikuno n or the end of the counting system i.e. twenty "poku™ or 20 times 8000
(160,000) which could agreeably be equated to a million lit. the root of
money

igbikinabarama ph.w cash at hand; cash sale, no credit

igbikinabarana ?

igbiri n chained seeds that produce some rattling sound, used in tying around
the ankle of a masquerade

igbirirari % to dance rhythmically, while on igbiri, to the tune of the drum
especially kiriowu; to clatter

igbirigidi n sandflies in a swarming group; gnats also 0ménbi

igbirigagu v to perform some cleansing ceremony on a person or place in order to
expel evil spirits or malignant influences

igho n dance men perform by shaking the legs in astride position usually
during masquerade display

igho n net for catching fish

ihe excl. abbreviated form of ihébé, an expression to indicate surprise, usually
accompanied with the action of raising the shoulders

ihébé excl. an expression made at a surprise when one shudders at an incident;
also isiebé

iin excl. yes!

ijéreé n ants in groups as in swarming period

ijibaso n usually goes with the descriptive prefix, éréméni thus éréméni-
1jibaso, it is the reactionary state a man is put into as a result of the
woman's failure to keep the rules of sexual tidiness and cleanliness. For
example, it used to be the custom that a woman hides away her
menstruous materials from the man; cleans up the man after sexual
intercourse; does not allow her urine to touch their bed; does not allow
a man to pass under her inner cloth (underwear) spread outside; does
not use her left palm to rub the man's face. It is believed that in
violation to these rules, a man becomes indolent, stupefied, sheepish,
feverish, and staggering in his movement. He is termed to be under the
influence of éréméni-ijibaso. His lazy irregular mood is called "soki*"
and he is described as being juléjulé that is, imbecile. Also, a man in
the indecent habit of spying on women's nakedness at their latrine area,
when caught, and this "juju” is invoked on him, suffers the same fate.
He will have to undergo some cleansing before regaining energy to
start normal life

ijikila n head-pad, coil a snake makes when resting
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ijira n sensation as of a current of cold atmosphere, that surrounds one; fear;
aura
ijirt n mango
iké n hunchback
ikéin n bunch of plantain, banana, palm fruit etc.
ikeli a. deformed, lame
ikéerére n very common type of sardine, smaller in size than the kparakpara; it
is nicknamed éré-séngu
iki v to use a log of wood to place at the hearth for making fire
ikia n friendship; being amicable; attachment
ikiab¢ n friend
ikiaow n friend of somebody; a friend
ikiba n fraction; part
ikifini n log of burning fire; short size of log to form fire basis
ikina n practising shrine of the cult of the traditional Kiriowu secret society
n metaphorically used as secret pact between lovers; deity for secrecy
ikinji n f silkfish (with dark colour and slippery skin)
ikiri % to creep
ikiri a. blunt, having no feeling; insensitive
ikiriko p.n.  fm family in Okrika living in Bu'lome Biri
ikiriko n mi  large slit-gong
ikirima % to endure especially physical pain (= bieikirima)
ikiringa n harmattan period; dry season
iké % to fold; fold
iko a. bent; not straight
ikoli n chain; prison
ikopo n swelling in between the leg and the lower part of the abdomen;
swelling in the groins as a result of some injury on the leg (boil,
crawcraw, abrasion)
ikowari n tent
ika n louse
n jaw, cheeks
iku n cocoyam (<Kal.) [cf. Okrika ku]
ika a. heavy
ika n jaws; mandible
ikafoin n. nickname for manila currency; lit. swollen jaws;
ikuala a. lazy; indolent
ikuléle n iron
ikuima adv heavily
ikuno n root; stumbling stump which portends good or bad luck
ikuno % to stop; to end a process
ikaye n heavy thing; load
ikayé-panama n.a. heavy laden; weighty
ikpa n wilderness; open grassy area
ikpikikpikt n owl (<lgbo) [=Okrika kpangbukungbuku]
ikpo n towel; Kano cloth
ikpoki n.a. hard; knot that is hard; protruding bone of the body e.g. hibhone or
ilium (konju-ikpoki), ischium (tumo-ikpoki)
ikpokpo n f small size of the fish bala
ikpopu n f cockle fish (shell); bivalve
ikpa n thick small bush full of tendrils, hanging twigs and grass over a stream
n family shrine decorated with young palm fronds and 6dumdum and
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collections of empty wine bottles with animal skulls etc.
n game usually played by two teams of males, each player holds a loop
of "sunu" (cane string) to catch the tossed sheath-pad, made from the
sheaths of maize. Any catch made by a player of one team draws a
player to the opposing side; when a total score is made by several
people's loops at a time, the score is described as igaburu
Tkpakulubie p.n. fishing port very close to Port Harcourt situated opposite
Comprehensive Secondary School
ikpurachu n cannon
ikpurukpa n food prepared from maize and plantain
ikpurukpu n maggot (cf. also ingulé) (<Igbo)
ikpuruma n swelling of the skin arising from scratch or sting by insects such as
mosquito, tsetse fly, bees, wasp; weal
1le p.n fm  family in Okrika, living in Edereme Biri
ile n shady tree wrapped with climbing stem, having broad leaves
ilolo n bush fruit violet in colour whose pulp is sweet with a single round
seed; a drupe
ilopo n stomach carved out from a fish
imbi n coconut; kernel
imbiba a.n description of palm fruit with soft nut also ¢sika (<Ighbo)
imbikambika adv in quick succession; one after the other
imbimbilé \Y; to roll; turning over and over
imbiré n brother; my brother
imbo n human force engendered by the presence of great number
imbogrigri a.adv the presence of human force taking to motion e.g teaming up in
functions, funerals, elections, religious gatherings, national call
imbu n navel (bu $l9-imba)
n bud of a flower, plant, sugar-cane
imbubo n person, being (male or female) imbuapu (pl.) also tomonibg
imbuku n f shell-fish like "ikpopu" whose shell bivalves are light
imburukandkana n.a. threatening heavy storm with dark cloud anciently conceived of as
surrounding the deity of thunder
imgbé n f oyster
n od of Abulome
imgbé n bone; strength
mgbélé n stone or stick used as club for fighting; also, mgbélé
imgbépéi n f fish resembling okue (horse mackerel), sweeter in taste
imgbi n f big fish of the ray group
imgbi n small triangular bone forming the tail end of the spiral column or
backbone known as coccyx; also pronounced mgbi
imgbila p.n ms ancient masquerade believed to be a mermaid
imgbiri mi  drum with high tone (= ingbiri)
imgbola n f smaller mud-fish in the swampy creeks
imgbu n any round object like orange or lime used as ball for game; round ball
imgbulima % to dress a fish by pressing its flesh to a retracted shape
imgbulima-kiri p.n. borderline fishing port owned by Bolo, situated near Bodo water-side
in BOLGA
imgbusu n part of owu decoration around the waist, where a projection is made at
its back to carry segmented frills of cloth
imgbusu n fruit
imiki % to wriggle
imima v to squeeze out water or oil from wet cloth or fibrous material
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imkpéla n bronze anklets worn by girl during the "Iria" ceremony
imo n sweat
imég n hard wood
impi n pangolin
impo n fruit commonly found in the mangrove forest, eaten by monkeys
impoto n plantain or banana stem
inde v to wash the anus after defecating
indé = ndé int. meaning which? who? what? often used to stem other words to form
compound words e.g. indebd (who or which person?); indeju
(where?); indesiki (when? which time) etc.
indénde$ excl. expression used generally for greeting, meaning how is it; how do you
do?
indéna v.a. can; being able to (changed from ineda)
indo n nipples or teat on the breast
Y% to suck from the breast
indéméngi n milk from the breast
n bush fruit from shrubs that tastes sweet
indokuma a.v descriptive of a child to stop breast feeding or liquid feeding
indu n vulture also odele
indubé n daughter; son's wife as called by his father or mother; my daughter
indylumaé a. crouching; being in uncomfortable position
inéda v.a. can; capable to do; being able to
inédabliolgka a.n inclined to lust or waywardness; lasciviousness
inédamieka a. unable to do; impossible
inéi num. four in counting
inema v.n endure, endurance; to bear up; to be patient; long suffering
inere n banana
ingbir'r n mi  drum with high tone
ingei n one in counting
ingeléngé n mi  xylophone (also ébére¢)
ingéme Biri n quarter or ward in Okrika
ingii % to feed by begging from others
ingiringiri a. suffering in diverse forms
ingoront v to lick off soup with fingers or ball of fufu
ingu n mi  water-pot for music
ingule n larva of housefly, maggot, generally found in decaying matter and
faeces
inguo n sugar-cane
ini pron. they
int % to smell
inia a. their
injab{ pron. themselves
iniki a. deaf
inikié n friend, my friend
inimé n hair, fur
n nails of the fingers and toes; claws of animals etc.
Inimgba p.n.  fm family in Ogoloma
inimgba pron all; they all; all of them
inina n stubbornness
inindcht'n \ to be stubborn and obstinate
injala n wire, metal string
injé n crawcraw that appears in the private part of human beings; venereal
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disease people take for syphilis

inji n fish

inji-buaru n f shoal of very small fish that serves as food for big fishes. lit. fish food

injini-ofongo n air-conditioning also letrik-ofongo

injikori n whitish creature like pupa of an insect always found in the mouth of
kaka fish

injiri n cloth otherwise known as real India; also called George (<Kal)

injunja n yellowish dye for the skin

inki n tattoo marks printed on the skin; liquid for writing and printing (<Eng.)

inyéngi n lit. my mother, special term used by the wife of a son in addressing her
husband's mother; she, the mother, in return addresses her son's wife
Indyba

inyia n refuge

inyia a. to be used to

inyias¢ % to take refuge

inyiasony¢ n place of refuge also iniasgwariboko

inuma v.n cheat, fraud

inima v.n conquer, defeat, overcome

inumafi % forego; knowingly making room for defeat

ipéréré n fish generally taken as fresh water kigbo

ipiangba n maize, corn (also piamgba)

ipin n.a. swollen scar, being left by a healed wound

ipo n mangrove forest fruit on which monkeys feed. It is also eaten by men

ipopod n smashed and beaten yam mixed with ripe plantain with oil in it; staple
diet for the rich and well-off, it is regarded as special diet and therefore
usually provided in ceremonial festivities such as family feast, clubs,
religious gatherings, churching of women after child birth etc.

iré n youth in women

iréméniaye n youthful display of women, behaving in a manner likely to snub
someone; a bluff, showy and swanky mood of women; fashion

iréménitoku n young fashionable lady; coquette

iréti v.n act of being fashionable; practising the act of being fond of women

irétibg n one who is fond of being in women's company; a woman who is fond
of fashion

iri n thread

iri n blade; native blade

i v to miss the way; to go amiss

iria v to exclaim a name of someone or oneself or any object or thing at a
happening; to express surprise

iriaba n rumours; what people hear and say, true or false

iriaso n indirect and unexpected results of past events; results of guilty
conscience; repercussions

iriawd n gentle fashionable ladies

irisi n a storm; gale; tempest

irém n top; a game in which the wooden reel, carved into a shape with pointed
end, is spun on the ground, where is it flogged up with a sling to
continue the spinning along the field of play. The materials used are
the top, and the flinging sling tied to one-foot stick

ird n wine, drink

Iruénabe $re n chief and family in Ogu

irukoro n palm-wine tree (raffia)

iruo n false statement; lie, untruth

51



Kirike dictionary Draft Levi Sika ed. Roger Blench

Kirike PoS SF English gloss
iritoamiemieye n falsehood
iraokon Y to tell a lie; to make a report, true or false
irdoséibidoki n propaganda syns. torugbeinma-irtiokon; némimairdokgn
irutériba a. drunk (<Kal.)
irutgruba- n revelling
biebe $le
irutéragso a. drunk, intoxicated
isé % to spread
isebé excl. expression to indicate surprise (usually accompanied with the
mannerism of raising the shoulders, that is shuddering also ihebe
ise-isé adv line by line
isibd pron the other person
isibg n my friend; someone who knows one's secrets (ironically applied)
isiné n loop with a running knot, as in a snare; a noose
isiré n holes in the water-cliffs in which fishes hide
isirébie n inside of the holes of water-cliffs
iséin n cough
isula n sweeping material made from the dry palm fruit bunch
iviri n heavy spread of crawcraw on the skin; scabies
iwo % to ascend
iy6 n call word used by equals, male or female
iyo n common name for males, also iy
iyoroko n making light of something; something made common to everyone
Li
iba n some whitish matter appearing at the canthus of the eye especially as
one rises from sleep, rime
n soaked garri for food (<Yoruba)
n forked stick
n mote (biblical)
ibachin n forked-stick for supporting and building
ibadakéa a. not difficult to perform. mostly used in the negative
ibadu $pari n cornerstone; important stone
ibafi v to insinuate someone against another in order to curry favour; to betray
or prove treacherous; to bribe
ibafibg n traitor
1baka n name of one of the towns on the island of Okrika
Ibanj n tribal or native name of the people of Bonny
ibani % to make a noise; to shout without control
Ibanichika p.n fm  king and a family in Okrika
Ibanimé-Biri n ward or quarter in Ogoloma
ibanipéi n larva found in logs of dead wood (it is edible)
ibatomgboly n ailment affecting the eyes eye-lids get swollen and white matter
appearing at the canthus conjunctivitis (see anyamkpéke)
ibi n.a. good, fine, beauty, beautiful, goodness, saint
ibiam adv.e momentously; at once; all of a sudden; trifle; etc. usually spoken as
xcl. "gbori ibjam"
iblamiemiéye n goodness; virtue; good manners, also
iblamijéyébara ab.n ?
ibibé $ré n gospel; good story
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ibifubara n fortune; good luck

ibifubarap;iriyé n mascot; something like bird, insect, animal, person, that brings good
luck

ibikara n perfect beauty

ibu'$gie excl. corrective expression cautioning a person when he errs in speech (in
low accent, he says, "excuse me" or "pardon me" its equivalent; it is
also pronounced on another who errs)

ibu $kury n fishing-net hemmed round with cane to size, used in dragging under
water; hand net

ibula n grey hair

ibu $lubd $lu n f smallest tilapia (atabala)

ibupa n f puffer fish; fish with thick skin and big head, having a set of teeth as a
human being

ibarg p.n.  fm  family in Okrika

ibaru n net for fishing weir

ichila n f mudskipper, Periophthalmus papilio. cf. also ekébiri

ichito n perforated holes in wood, mostly found at the keel of canoe or boat

ichukurug n c small crab found in holes of dead wood in the mangrove, usually
applied to describe someone with small size, thus ichukuru-oju

ichukuruy-oja n small-bodied person

idam n infection that attacks the sole of the foot especially near the heel; it
renders the sole inflated inwardly like hard boil; eczema

idapo n kola nut

ifali n horn (<Kalabari)

ifi n c very small crab like ichgkur(; smashed crab used as bait to trap
mudskipper

ififiopopdli n hard boil on the skin which rarely produces pus, carbuncle

ifaba n sweet cassava, commonly found in upper Ijo (Odi, Kaiama, Sabagreia
etc.) which can be cooked or roasted and eaten like yam in one
process; also known as the Panya type

iga p.n fm  family in Okrika living at Tomo Biri.

iga n thorn

igaburu n yam produced by the Ogoni people, full of strings on its body; term
used in the game of "ikpu" (see ikpu).

igachin n thorny tree like the sikdka (the cotton tree with digitate leaves).

igagaiga a. thorny, full of thorns

iga-inimé n curly hair; dark strong and straight hair

igani n wrath, indignation

iganidoki a. irascible; easily provoked to anger; vexatious

igdnimé % to offend someone; to find palaver; to annoy someone Igia

p.n fm  family in Okrika living in Ngeme Biri

igia n game where the empty termite shell, carved into a shape, is used,; it is
twisted with the fingers to revolve in a dug out hollow to crack out a
challenger

igina n cataract on the eye

igina % asserted power as a threat also ébeba

igipd n waving of the waist during copulation

igua n marriage (see Appendix)

igud n wooden flat planks or boards used by a woman when weaning a baby

in the fattening room. In the days before maternities had not operated,
nursing mothers, used these boards so that they could have easy access
to the cinder which is always within reach, to warm the waist
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n seats made of plank at the layout of buildings or waterside (Owséara)

iguefarua

igha

igba

igbana
ighana
igbani
fjapa
ikaki

Tkaki
ikain

ikali
Rall
\\\\\\

,,,,,,

\\\\\

ikasj

ikasiyé
ikata
ikeli

iképu

ik

ikian
ikiankoro
ikiankorobo
ikian-waki
ikika

ikikali

1kiko
ikoli
1koli
ikdm
ikoni
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for breezing, relaxing and gossiping

traditional ceremony whereby a husband steals a chance to have sexual
relationship with his wife during her period of nursing a child. It is
customary that a nursing wife does not have sex with the husband
before the expiration of the first three months after childbirth, thus this
action is termed "stealing"

strong wooden climbing stem used in making rope mostly for water-
fence (chua)

strong, magnificent as of building

period quite long past and nearly forgotten; time immemorial "igba
kura bie

horn of animals

weal, ridge produced on the skin by the stroke of rod or whip

to demand; to claim

bitter cassava

tortoise

thick Akuete cloth

shell of shellfish

dandruff

dry solid ashes of mangrove wood at the hearth, generally used in
producing liquid salt (chugfun)

smallest finger

scabies, crawcraw

dog affected with scabies

rough, scaly, thorny

rough and scaly

swarms of soldier ants

quarrelsome wild children; ragamuffin

chair, seat

to lock a door or box etc.

something to serve as seat; anything used as seat-bench, stool, chair
fish-trap in basket form

conical fish-trap; usually placed on the bed of sea or river to receive
stray fish. It is later picked out after a number of days for the catch
distributive shares in small sizes e.g. part of meat or flesh; 5 branches
of political areas

selfish to a considerable point, miserly

omen; sign; lot

to prophesy; to foretell

prophet

to cast lot

biscuit

seedling of angala (mangrove); long and pointed seedling of angala
plant

difficulty; awful experience, usually prefixed "si- thus si-ikikQ"
crab also jpa

branch, section

tree-bark used as flavour in cooking

constant crying and disturbance of a child

constant obstinate bluff of a wife

small short talking drum
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v to be naughty as of children
ika n rock in water; cataract
iku n protruding forehead; (as in fibara-iku)
n outgrowth on the head of a cock; cockscomb; the carbuncle of a cock
ikpabg n my salvage (compound word)
ikpain n squirrel
ikpaki n piece of baked mud, generally used as missile; stone
ikpalibé n long iron pin used in picking yam, akara balls, etc. in cooking pot
ikpalikpa usually prefixed with "bug" the ankles of the legs
ikpanaka n water-fence (chua) where a single arm is made springing from the
main circular fence (<Ataba dialect)
n size or measure of local gin (akdmeére) in jar (<lgbo)
ikpangi n branch; projection as horn
ikparakpara n f big bonga (sardine), the size of sardine next before "kigbo" (bonga
fish)
ikpata n flag
ikpéin v.n to instigate someone to act against another; to incite some action; to
stir
ikpikpa n ladder
ikpikpt n bird like the snipe, much smaller in size
ikpikirt n f short and small mud-fish
ikpiri n crawcraw appearing on the body in good quantity
Tkpuky p.n.  fm family in Okrika living in Ngeme Biri
ikpaka n knot on a tree or made with rope or cloth
n joints of the limbs in human body
ikpula n fist
ikpukuma n knot on a cloth tied round the waist (special style of tying by men)
ikpukumakpo % to adopt the style of tying "ikpukuma"
v used as idiom to mean being prepared to face some eventuality (to
guard one's loins-biblical)
Tkpuruba p.n. market near Okrika owned by the people of Elelenwo in Ikwere
ila n bead
n intestine
Ilachingi p.n. historical hillock of relics reminiscent of the deeds of the ancestral
parents of the island, now levelled down to accommaodate the civic
centre. During "agiji-owu" display in these days, it used to be a
security land or refuge. He who mounts it during the chase is never
touched
lakpo n bile
ilia n broom bunched together from the midribs of coconut palm fronds,
generally used by elders in warding off flies, rarely used in sweeping
(obs.)
ilo n summons
ilogbo % to take action against someone legally; to sue someone
iloli n dirt; filth; rubbish
ilg n hidden fishing grove in a creek usually paraded by ibykuru fisher
women
ilagaluga n.a. end; final stage of anything; the depth of something
ilgpiain excl. collog. slang coined, generally used to retort a questioner in order to
prevent him from getting further; a rude expensive joke
iméa n soul of man; spirit believed or supposed to be possessed by every

living being
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ima n pus from sore
imabi n.v practice of consulting a priest or priestess of a special or agency whose
god gives a divine communication report of the enquiry; its priest or
priestess is the imabibg oracle
imachyé v.a. septic, producing pus as of sore
imain n.v two in counting; to vanish
imainfa v to vanish away; to disappear totally; to perish
imama n.v thanks; thank you
imbabiri n swallowing a ball of fufu without soup, that is, after chewing a piece of
fish or meat with saliva to help the swallowing
imbaji n beads, flat in shape and generally black or red in colour, worn around
the waist by the female folk; a cultural attire
imbasi n.v mischief making; a purposeful action to annoy someone
imbibi a. very small in size, appearance, and age; immature
imbilari adv umbrella (<English)
imbina n plantain
imbinabéara n finger of the plantain crop
imbinachi™n n bunch of plantain crop
imbinafingi n stalk of plantain or banana after the fingers are removed
imbinapdto n herbaceous stem of plantain or banana
imbioko n swelling on the wrist; carbuncle
imboribori a. smooth and glossy as of clean skin
imbuku a.n joyous temperament of the mind; excessive inward happiness
imbura n sister, my sister
imburgmburuy % to moan; making inarticulate sound as if suffering physically; murmur
imgba n wrestling
imgba n phlegm from the nose after sneezing
imgbése % to lie across; to stop someone's progress
imgbéséchin n Cross; cross-bar
imgbiki v to murder by strangling
% to seize some property or money kept in care of someone who in order
to claim refuses to give it out to the owner
imgboku adv would have
v belated correct action following the mistaken action
n regrettable end
n deep meaningful expression only understood by indigenes
imgbdly n seed of any fruit
n heart
imgbopuma- n neap tide; period when the sea attains the lowest tide
méngi
imgbuku n drupe, yellow in colour, whose plant has a hard bark
imgbuluba n fist made or fixed with the fingers and wrist
impipt a. very small; infinitesimal
imaka a. selfish, miserly, stingy
imgngmung n young palm frond
inchom n f slimy whitish wormlike creature commonly found in decaying
perforated mangrove logs known as ototoloba (it is edible)
induryg % being in melancholy; placing palm under chick
inga excl. playword used by children to snatch food from one another. a bond is

struck by the children ever before the practice is carried out. when
some food-snacks, sugar cane, fruit, sweet etc. (not cooked food) is
found in one's hand, he should shout "inga" to the other in order to
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secure the food for himself. but if the other shouts it first, the holder of
the food is compelled to share it with him; also, nga

ingaji n spoon

ingbonji n f big fish, fair sized fish

ingériangala n notorious and pugnacious water mermaid

ingérib0nyana n independence, self rule or self government

ingilari n f hagfish (Ogu dialect for apyn)

ingili n nickname for money

ingilima % to screw or press forcefully

ingilimachu % pressing in objectively; to cause to penetrate in

ingimé % to take in breath and press hard with a frown e.g. as when a woman
delivers or during defecating

ingiri % to be grieved

ingisi adv not at all

ingisi adv since

ingd n wealth, riches, property, merchandise, mammon (biblical
personification of riches as an evil spirit or deity)

ingori n to snore while sleeping

v to talk in a muttering manner

ingu& n frog

ingala n yam, commonly produced by the Elemes and Ogonis of OTELGA

inia n son; my son

inikima a.v patient; to be able endure

inya n forceful

inyadoki a.v to secure oneself under a forceful submission to someone's refuge;
seeking protection

inyanya n leaf of a plant; pages of a book

inyo n strength, power, breath

iny¢ba % to be patient; to hold on; to wait a bit

iny¢b(oforibg n weakling; a weak person

inyokpdma v to endure; to bear up; to try to hold one's strain

inyokuroka n.a. frail; frailty as of morals

a. weak, feeble as of physical appearance

inyoma adv just carefully; cautiously mindful

inygsara v.n rest, leave, holiday

inygsaraéné n Sabbath day; Sunday, also Chochi-ene

ing n sore or ulcer

inubiira n dry yam; seasoned yam

ipa n c water crab

ipagbara n f small red snapper, Lutjanus agennes (agbara), (also = kéin)

ipoli n c crayfish, shrimps, lobster

ipolibu $ruma n gunpowder

ipu&n n jigger, usually found on the foot of people

iri pron you (sing.)

iri pron I

iria % to meet with someone

iria n the transitional ceremony of girlhood to womanhood performed by
every chaste girl of adolescent age; also the traditional three month
fattening room or feeding custom undergone by a nursing mother after
child birth

iriabg n lady in the Tria ceremony; ceremonial woman. pl. iriapu

irlamé v to meet for a purpose; to consult, to refer
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irlaméa-riama v.adv meeting, consulting frequently for mutual discussions; referring to one
another on points

iriag % to undergo the Iria ceremony

irimgba prep "with you"; "upon all your presence"; an expression used in preceding
a query levelled at a person

iroré n.a. female (short form of iruoro)

ira a. small, minute

iria n sun, sunlight

iraakpoin n hot season, sunshine

iraapakapakangd n east

jraapakapakanyd n east

{raasosényo n west

jraatumatumanyo

jriatumatumangad n west

irdo % to spread something in the sun with the intention to have it dried; to
place fish on the altar at the hearth for curing

irdoruo n female

Isaka n town in Okrika division situated nearly opposite Port Harcourt by the
marine wharf

isdka n tassels; hanging strands of any material

isamfulo n S mamba, poisonous snake, slim and green in colour, that bites without
being provoked,;

isamgba n minute tubers of cocoyam; rhizome that continues its growth

isam(u) n f periwinkle

ijsaram n tassels of maize

isian n vein; rope from raffia palm

isi'n a.v abraded; skin being peeled by injury

isin % to weed grass on farmland or garden

ison n small worms found in the flesh of fishes and meat especially gbulu
(mullet and pork); also in the eye-lids of human beings

isdn n stretch; length

isun n rabbit

isQn % to lay or put at a stretch

isunchiema % to stretch up standing as erecting a pillar or stick pinned

{siunpakuma % to stretch out as of hand

jtakitaki n f small catfish

ital V.exc to avoid or get off from an awful situation; proverbial language of the

. crayfish (ipoli) as it escapes from its catch ongoro

itito n small perforated leakages on the keel of canoes also ichito

itoli n meshes of net

itoh n dimples at the cheeks or back of the waist

itoli n f oyster

itoli n letters of the alphabet

ituma n black plastic material obtained from the swamp; tar also a&tuma

itu'n n dry mildew mostly found in very dry fish

ivala n sail attached to a canoe or boat or yacht

jvali n horns on the heads of animals

inwénénwéné n peppery fruit like alligator pepper

iwo a. new, fresh

iwobarakpgimbi ph.w nickname for a menopausal woman who is fond of applying "make-up"
(coined)

iwobQo n regeneration
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iwojarijari a. very new and fresh; brand-new
iwo obOku p.n. New Testament
fwgtomkiri n regeneration
lyaminaebedeé n special respectable headgear meant for a king; a crown
iyaya n rash on the skin
yo n in favour of the tide
iyoro n c shrimps
iyoro n long plumes for decorating masquerades
J ]
Jij consonant, the fifteenth letter of the Okrika alphabet
jakajaka a. rough, disorderly; not in good condition
Jama p.n.  fm family in Okrika, living in Anyongugu Awolome Biri
Jamabg p.n. fm family in Ogoloma
jain a. bright, sparkling
janini a. shining brightly
jaré n gift added to a sale also chuaye (coined)
jari-jari a. very new (a word usually prefixed with iwe, thus iwejari-jari
jaririma adv.a very plain; very new and plain
jasijasima adv marching or treading without care; intentionally treading to annoy
someone
jéi excl. Oh! also jiéi
Jéke adv yet; awaiting a moment
jéné n another day; some other day
adv ever
jéngjéne adv never; never in the least; not at all
jéneréto n generator, motor to effect motion (<Eng. generator)
jénje adv.a no harm; things going well and normal
Jit \Y to off-load; to carry out from the lot
jia \Y; lean to; to consult; to refer to
jiajia a. staggering as being drunk
jian a. other
jianmabo n stranger
Jjianmapu n.pl. strangers (pl.)
jianmapu n Gentiles, non-Jews (Biblical) also Jiukapu
jianpd n others
jianyé n other things
jié num. fifteen in counting
jigida n beads worn on the waist by women (<Yor.) also imbaji
jit % to off-load
Jiji a. firm; strong; intact; full
jike % to shake; inspire
jiké v to minimize; to sink into oblivion; to submerge and diminish = jikéfa
Jii % to off-load
jikejiké a. shaky; unsteady
jin a. another
jinbg n another person
jinbgchukusimébd n subject; one under somebody
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jinbgdikimamie % to emulate; to imitate with a view to equalize or surpass
jinbgnékuraka a. being at variance with others; disagreeing
jine % to draw of force
jine n alcohol, hot drink <Eng. gin
jinia V. to drag an issue; to dispute over something
n a dispute or argument
jiniajinia a. doubting, fickle-minded; having double mind over some idea or
something
jinyé n another thing; what more; further more
jinyg n another place
jipu a. compressed (a term applied to one with short neck kongd jipu); plenty;
surplus
juku v to be at its full operation e.g. marketing play, fight or war etc.
jukujuku a. feeling worried with perspiration; perspiring insensitively
jukama adv really; in actual fact; actually
jukuru n bedroom, chamber
juléjulé a. lazy indolent, lacking keenness of mind
julepu a. looking dull and clumsy (julepuma adv)
juoin = join n paddle or oar used in pulling canoe on the river or sea
juaé a. (suffix) referring to follow or similar object, commonly used as suffix
to pronouns e.g. ojuo tombg (his fellow man) etc.
K, k
K, k a consonant, the sixteenth letter of the Okrika alphabet
ka adv not expressed interrogatively
kaaba n large bird with large beak generally seen on sand-banks
kébia a. dry like skin not moistened with pomade
kabirikabiri a. proving very officious, showy; expressing zeal truly or falsely
kabo n fable, proverb, parable
kabokén % to talk idiomatically, to speak in a language not easily comprehensive;
to tell a story for entertainment
kabokonyé n byword also képedkUein
kafalama adv lying carelessly and disorderly with face upwards
kaikai n nickname for locally manufactured dry gin
kain v to pluck or pick fruits; to set the fish, "ichila™ on its small stick-pin
(mengii) also china
kainbo % to understand; to perceive the meaning of what is said or spoken
kaka % to tie cloth, to wrap or fasten a cloth round the waist
kaka % to tie firmly as of a parcel
v to implicate someone in trouble
kékalt v to warn
% to tune a drum by tightening the screws or side-sticks also kaki
kakama v.a. to be numb; to be deprived of sensation; benumbed
kaki \Y; to reproach with good intention
kaki % to advise secretly against some suspected eventuality; to prepare
someone against a case or problem
kaki % to crucify; to hang someone with impunity
kakao n fish, the small type of ¢wdlo
kéla pref. small; also used as prefix to names mostly in order to create the

diminutive, e.g. Kalasika; kalajohn etc.
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kalanga n toilet, latrine, urinal. Place or closet for passing out bodily wastes or
latrine (lit. small place)

Kéalanga Biri n word in Ogoloma

kéalasikisimeé a. temporal

kalikingi n standing with one leg and hopping (a game)

kamakamakama  adv rushing through without cognisance of any object, refusing to be
disturbed or halted

kambuka n appearance in flowing clumsy dress; over coat

kaamkam-amaju n dreamland; (kaamkam-amaju)bé $re = fairy tale

kamsg % to quarrel

kam(u) n quarrel, dispute

kamdoki a. guarrelsome

kan v.a. to tear, disperse, break down; torn

kana n bs  basket

v to hawk article about

kana % to crack kernel; to wish or desire for something or somebody

kana v to go round; (cf. also kanabgro)

kanakana a.n dark; darkness

kanamanyd n bending corner; environs, roundabout

kanfinji % to break open; to open wide

kangalagala a. scattered, asunder

kangalagalama % to shatter; to tear into pieces

kangara n straw hat

kangi a. skin rendered dry and scaly esp. during harmattan

kango n temporary white marks on the skin caused by salt water

kant % to tear with care as of breaking or tearing or carving a piece of meat or
fish

kanikani a. being in pieces; ragged

kanipéi % to tear and eat; to kill a prey; to pounce on a junior person bullying

kankankan adv rushing in a fury

kankgst v.a. torn into pieces asunder

kanpakaba % to gush out, to come out in crowd as of dismissing or dispersing from a
service or workshop

kanpiripiri id. rushing and moving here and there as being disturbed by some
incident; anxious for some sudden happening; stampede

kansara v.a. flash forth as of light; tear, break or burst into pieces

kansin \Y to cancel; to break off

kapuma adv firmly, securely, steadily

kéara Y% to carve; to backbite and gossip about someone

kara a. complete in number or quantity

kara v to be enough to satisfy a demand

karaka a. incomplete, not correct

karaka adv instead; rather

karakaréa a. true; real; upright; straight

karakara a. rough, thorny not smooth and regular

karakarama % to prepare

karakarayé n righteousness, uprightness

karagbasi a. perfect; all correct; having all essential elements, characteristic etc.

karama n bottle container for wine, oil or any liquid; also 61616

karama v to complete; to make up

kardménila n long whitish beads used by iriapu

karamini n deity ascribed to the people of Bolo
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karayé n idols, carved things

kar{ \% to pray, to invoke discreetly or prayerful

karibiyée n fulfilment promise; something used to fulfil a promise e.g. Isaac used
as such to God

karif % to swear

karifiyé n oath sworn to

kasa n racket for fish

kasachuga % to set fish on racket for the purpose of drying and preservation

kasu n cashew (<Eng.)

katakposi n.a. gigantic in appearance; stalwart and masculine, virile person; giant-like
(ke. adv) not expressed assertively

ké adv not, expressed assertively

kebe $kebé $ma adv moving dwarfishly as if under the weight of some heavy load;
swaggering and watching left and right

kéin n f small red snapper, Lutjanus agennes (agbara), nicknamed keinba,
denoting beauty

két n style of hairdo traditionally adopted by girls and adolescents;
fashioning of hair to several designs by shaving parts of the hair on the
head

keéin % to harvest yam that is, making the first harvest and leaving the balance
for the final harvesting buru-kéin

kéin n bunch (of plantain or banana)

kéiin % to print, design artistic work or decoration on a paper or walls; also,
kéin

kéinkéin id. sounding in thrilling treble tone, melodious tone

keinma adv carefully or watching closely

kéle excl. introductory expression of entreaty or appeal; please

kélédiki adv afterwards; sometime later; a little moment after

kelelelé a. round, circular

kélékele adv bit by bit; little by little

kélékele V. a surrounded, encircled

kéléma % surround, encompass

kelemanyd n roundabout; circular road junction

kélt % to go; to move away

kéme n mourning ceremony performed by a customarily lawfully married
woman or man

n people, person (obs.) (<Ijo)

kemekéme a. tired; weak as a result of exertion or over-exercise of fatigue. (also =
korikori (<Kal.) anyimanyima

kéngé = kéngé adv only, alone

kénge n score in the game of draught or chess

kénge % to hatch (hen)

kénge v to carve or shape a marble from the shell of "nangulo (igia)

kéngére a. to kindle; the burning log of wood cracking out into pieces of cinder
also érérékan

kéngt % to trade by barter

ként % to carve or slice meat, fish, bread

képe % to resemble; to be according to one's name; when one acts according to
one's name

kéréi-kéréi-kérei excl. proclamation to call people's attention for information

kéréni % to greet

n greeting
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keérénia n to be in greeting terms
Y to plan with someone; to consult, also bia
kérénidin % to know how to greet
keérékerigbitipa n firefly; night insect that light
kési a. little, small
késikalaye n very small thing; narrow or least chance
késima adv in small amount or quantity; shortly; briefly
keéweé n animal sp.
kewekewema adv clumsily, moving in a crouching manner
kiara n bird, kingfisher
kién % to count
kienbipt a. under record; to be reckoned with
n account
kienb(soka a. condemned, not reckoned with, worthless
kiengbdéloma % to add up; add together
n addition
kienma v to be cautious; to gauge; to imagine
a. thrifty; economical
kienmanga n economic living; economics
% to live thriftily, thrift
kie'npakuma v to calculate; to account
kienpélé % to counter balance; to deduct after calculation
kigho n f bonga shad, Ethmalose fimbriata (also = 0kil0)
kiki n demarcation, boundary border
kiki a. tight, firm
kiki % to stop or prevent
n prevention; disturbance
kika a. resembling (<Kalabari)
kikia a. resembling, similar, identical also kikina
kikichua v to create impediment; to prevent
kikichya-élékima n mark showing boundary; border; demarcation mark
kikichuabg n hinderer; supplanter
kikichuapiri % to taboo; to place under a general prohibition; ban
kikima a. hidden, concealed
kikina a. similar; alike; resembling
kikina-kikina a. comparatively resembling; similar
kikina-kikina- n synonyms. insert under 142
QkUeingbdly
kikiya n name of mermaid, supposed to dwell around Ogu area, its offspring are
Otofa and Aleleya
kila \ to track someone; to chase; to look for with secret caution
kilanungu n f eel
kilari n coral beads
kile n majority of people
kilomkilom a. clumsy; awkward in movement
kilomkilomma adv clumsily
kilolo a. dripping of liquid, water, oil, etc.
adv
kin a. fairly dry; when material still contains moisture and damp
% to tap "tombo" or palmwine; to wink one's eyes; squeeze out
kinbg n tapper of palm wine or tombo; idiomatically a workman
kinda v to tie an underpad at the private part of one's groins, a style adopted by
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women especially when menstruating; to tie a towel around the waist
and in between the thighs, clasping the frontal organs

kinda n style of wrestling where one hooks his leg with the opponent's and lifts
it with a forceful twist of the body and throws him down

kingi n knife

kingt % to trade by barter; giving or exchanging an article for another article
(see kéng)

kingbm n light pepper soup especially that prepared fresh fish (Ogu dialect)

kint % to cut or butcher meat and fish

kini n person (<Kal.)

kini-nyanabo n (lit.) owner of person; the lord

kinjiko n big snake, dark grey in colour, also Ogidikp6

kionkionma adv looking very sharply and keenly into the eyes of another

kionmini a. small, narrow and longish (usually applied as abusive term to an ugly
face: also fign

kipa a. tight and undersize as of dress; also physical misfit as a result of
deformity e.g. short hand or leg as a result of accident or sickness

kirt n group, position or situation, or reason; earth

Kiri a. different

Kiri p.n.  fm family in Okrika

kirt v to cut or barb

kirifulg n fo  soup prepared without being boiled or cooked on fire, e.g. into a warm
water put in roasted fish, pepper, salt and stir with finger or spoon

Kirigidi excl. expression of joy usually uttered when an incident or happiness offers
itself

Kirike p.n. original and native name of Okrika (Okrika is the anglicised and
adapted form). History: Oputibeya, the founder on meeting
Opuogoloya, the founder of Ogoloma, discovered that they both spoke
the same language. Thus Oputibeya averred spontaneously "Wa kirike"
meaning, we are not different; no difference

kirikiri adv. immediately; at once

kirikirt adv. respectively; orderly

kirikiri a. fine, small close together as of meshes in a net

kirikiri a. varied, diversified

kirikgnyé n what remains; what more; remainder

Kirimkirim a. crisp; hard but breakable

kirimbu a. blunt; having an obtuse thick round tip like nailless toe or finger

kirinwéngi- n chariot

omuaru

kiripkt % taking place; reigning; being staged

kirigki(bia)bg n heir; a successor

Kirigr1 n.v menstruate

Kiriowa p.n. special set of traditional masquerades owned individually and played
once a while. The are licensed to talk in a special mode; they check
immorality, bad behaviour, and quarrels omens among women; they
are regarded as cultural, sacred and secret

kiripélé a.v well measured; sharply cut; clean cut

Kiripir v.n to humiliate; to reduce someone's respect etc.

kiripu adv.a being cut off automatically, putting a sudden limit or end to something

kitikiti n native stew, cooked dry with fresh pepper and fish

a. full to capacity
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kébiri % to gather

kobiria \% to hold a meeting

n gathering

kébiriké n turkey; also tol4tolo

kobirima v.n to congregate; to assemble

kobirimawari n synagogue

kébo n Nigerian money

kofokofoma adv moving in emptiness; appearing grand superficially but of no substance
physically and materially, like a braggart

kainkain a. well dried to a point of being crisp

Kdko p.n.  fm family in Ogoloma

kdko % to keep safely; to breed and bring up

kdkd adv SO

kokobara n safely, how cared for

kQkoro % to avoid; to dodge

kdkoyé n truth; really; also kokomayé

kok n back of the human body; back of anything

kolikoli(ye) slang expression used mostly by children to tickle someone to a liking of
something which he may not have

kold excl. expression to ascribe sympathy to someone who coughs especially
hiccoughs

kolokolo % to collect; to gather in bits; to bring together from various points or
pieces; to collect and carry

kolopikolopi a. climbing and jumping in a clumsy manner like old or weak arboreal
animals; irregular in movement; looking rickety

kombi a. undersize; close fitting; smallish [Ogoloma dialect] also kparu

kémbao % to scorn; to mock

kon v.n to decide or judge cases; to remain; fishing

konchya % to make a fish trap or weir

kondg a. left-handed

konfiyé n occupation; business

kéngo n singing club in Bolo; a measure for the sale of distilled gin

kdngo n sword also 6kéla-giji

kongd n neck

kéngdbie n place where women defecate or disguise themselves freely for bathing
or passing faeces (usually) at the mangrove watersides of Qdu m-dapa
and Anyangu-Bori

kongokuroma v.a. stiff-necked; perversely obstinate

konni n fishers; fishermen

konibo n fisherman; business partner also arubg

konide $rika ph.w expression denoting goods or articles of special choice, kept or set
aside on reserve, as when the fisherman returns from his catch, he
removes special fish from the lot, not to be sold, but to be used by the
household; a trader keeps off article of his choice for himself; anything
kept on reserve

koniju p,n, lit. (place for fishermen) name arbitrarily given to a section of the main
town of Ok town of Okrika

kgniméngi n fishing season or period (usually falling within a fortnight)

konju n waist, hip, loins

kénja n last born of any creature; the least of any species

konjukéré v.n period of immoderate excitement during sexual act; period of orgasm

konjukoromayé n semen; the impregnating fluid from the man; sperm
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konjukurg a. situation one is described as having bad luck, to have none born after
him or her

kénko n fg  any empty container, generally used in making traps to catch red crabs
on land

konma % remain; to keep aside; to lay by

konmakgnma a. indefinite; not proper; half and half; in parts or fraction; lacking
certainty

kgnbélé % to judge; to make decision

konkyé n remnant; what remains

képu a. spring tide. kopurukuruku kopujiji, kepugbimgbim, etc.

képu n container used for drinking or measure (<Eng. cup)

kori % to burn; to work on farm land

kori Y to seize; to snatch; to take by force

korifini n burning fire; flame of fire

kQrikori id. weakened as a result of tiredness; exertion or strain (<Kal.) also
kemékemé

koripakabd v burn forth; idiomatically used as showing forth good examples or
results as of one's character or labour

kéro n palm tree

kéro % to grate food material like nutmeg, cocoyam, cassava, etc.; with knife
or grater

% scratch

kéré % to move about carelessly and aimlessly; to spread information with bad
motive (usually goes with the word &méa thus amakaoro)

koro \Y to go down from a height like rain from the clouds, kill, ladder bed
etc.; to prostrate

kérochie v to land as an explorer or navigator or sailor to settle on a new land;
also to land from a height like plane or train

Kgréni Biri p.n ward in Ogoloma

kéroro % to scrape roughly as of removing old coating of paint on walls or
canoe, etc.

Koroni-Ogono p.n. name of an area in Okrika equated to a ward (biri)

koroma n thought; common sense, imagination, consideration

a. resembling

koromadiki % to consider; to imagine or conjecture

kéra % to wait; to wait for

kori a.v smashed in pieces

kdsima v to smash into pieces; to crush

koti n court (<Eng.)

kéti n coat (<Eng.)

koto n pouch; container for snuff kotokoto

koto a. falling in bits or droplets as of rain lessening

krimkrim id. crisp

ku n cocoyam

kga excl expression of incomplete statement which stands for "what of?" John
bé kua? What of John? Ari kia? What about her? Yé ma kaa? What
of the things?

k;uai excl. expression to describe the failure of release of bullet from a gun as the
trigger is pressed
interpretation of two forces jamming or two people unexpectedly
meeting themselves or agreeing opinions or ideas

k';ak";ki a. two things matching from all angles as of dress or style of fashion
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kganj excl what of interrogative expression always

kuatiri n case or key of gunpowder (ipolibu $ruma)

kgaya n choir, choristers in a church pl. kgayapu (<Eng. choir)

kuba % to fold one's arms

kabie n heart; mind; conscience; thinking; opinion

kubiechiechie n anxiety

kubiechiechiechie a.n anxious; desirous of quick results

kubiechua % to form an opinion or premeditate against someone

kabiedéin n peace of mind

kabiefuka n heart-pain or chest-pain; annoyance

kdbiekgroma % to make up one's mind in facing some project bravely to strengthen;
encourage; comfort; console

kabielaka a. not serious; insincere

kabielokoloko a.n freewill; doing good out of one's volition

kabielgkoma % to discourage; dishearten

kubiemainmain a. doubtful; double-minded; confused; fickle-minded

kabiemgbolu n heart

kabiemijelokgma v to disappoint

klUbieséblgbanag n faithfulness

bé¢in

kabieségbana a.n trust; confidence; yearn

kabiesi n unhappiness

kubiesiyéton v.n malice; evil intention

kabietajntain a.v to lose heart; being beset; afraid

kabi n bay; open water space near a coast

kubd n front part of the human body; breast; chest; bosom
measure of cloth representing a fathom (usually measured by the
spread of the two arms from fingertip to fingertip

kdabudoku % to race by pulling canoes

n regatta

kubiisama % to escape one's memory; to forget

kabuti \ to display at the bay by masquerading or any other form of display on
water

kaéin a. clear; careful; keen

kaéinma adv carefully; closely; watching keenly

kueinkoré a. sickly; relapsing with illness; a short time well, a short time down

kuerikue $ri a. emaciating in appearance; looking sickly and reduced; wearing away in
size

kuko n scrotum

kukoimbi n testicles

kaku n pitcher; water pot

kuku a. much; too much; too less

kukukuma adv moving with fear as if struck with guilt of conscience; shivering

kuk'ula a. small, narrow as of mouth or any hole with spout e.g. kettle, baby's
mouth, etc.

kukura n f threadfin? fish like ‘ofo" but much sweeter; spade fish

kakuyrachua n flat hat made with special fronds, used by women in their fishing and
marketing; straw hat

kukuré n human skull

kukurukukuarug a. behaving miserly and secretly; unnecessarily shy

kulala n slime, juicy substance

kulali a. slimy, juicy
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kulékule a. ugly appearance of a child with spittle and phlegm dripping down the
nostrils

kulo n bow of a canoe

kulgboN n person who pulls from the bow of a boat; the leader of an enterprise

kuloda v to lead; to be at the forefront

kulg-Qk';m % to be on one's own in business; to undertake an enterprise; to be
independent

kalgkalg n ebb tide when well drained

kalgkalg- n ebb tide at its dry lowest stage when the bed of the river is exposed

kpainkpain

kdaluma n end; last; uttermost

kumbu n native or locally made axe

kam n expression made with mouth shut denoting aspersion cast on someone
[onomatopoeic]; deriding unvoiced word

kun n respect; honour or esteem

kiin % to catch; to arrest

kunba v to oppress a subject lit., catch and Kill;

kdnba \Y; to bend or tilt;

kdnba % to cheat, swindle

kdnba a. bent, not straight, deformed

kunbara n under arrest; in custody; captivity

kunbuluma adv crouchingly; in a retracting position; making oneself smaller

kunbQpgko a. discharged; acquitted

kangu n larva of the flea usually found in rats and children who sleep on floors

kunguaru n head of yam seeding (buru-kunguru)

kangura v to bite off in bits, e.g. fish, meat, bread, etc.

kuno n root
end, stopping points, 160,000 in figure i.e. twenty '‘poku’

kund v to stop or end a practice kune (Ogu dialect)

kdno n bow adorned with rattling seeds, generally used by priests to signal
human presence in the bad bush and to exorcize evil spirits on arrival
at the spirit forest

kunoka a. continuous; perpetual, non-stop

kunpéi v to prey on; to cheat

kunpéiyé n prey

kana a. sweet smelling fragrant

kunung a. empty; totally finished

kdo n canopy built of 'ibila’ material in a canoe having only the ridge
supporter (also = mboto)

kara n year

kura a. agreeable, accommodation

kara % to keep safely

kurg a.n strong; hard; power; permission; commission

kurgadaka n pimples

kurgbara n violence; force

kurgbaso n dark early morning hours of 4 am. 5 a.m.

kurgbo$ n strong man physically or mentally

kurgchié v.a. to stand firmly; steadfast; to be sure

kurgchiebéléma n steadfast love; unflinching love

kuroféni n large powerful bird, capable of carrying little children away. Legend

has it that in ancient Okrika when a kurofeni alights in the market
square, the omen reports something to happen which would necessitate
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consultation of the oracle, 'long juju' (igwe) at Arochuku. Rituals
would then call for sacrificial ceremonies to appease the gods

karokirt n stronghold; good foundation

kurdkon v to perform a noble or fierce act; to murder

kurgkubie n confidence

kurokaro- n violence; forceful act; riotous act

amiemieye

kuronibo n mighty in battle; a murderer; a killer

kuropiri v to permit; to grant power

kurotétéma n admonition

kurotéra n false bravery; cheating by force

kurgye n serious encounter; difficulty

karuy n small basket with cover used mostly in preserving dried fish these
days. In ancient Okrika when boxes were not known, kuru was the
main container of cloths and clothing karu

n plant whose wood is used in producing canoe. It has red flowers

kurua a. agreeable; ready to compromise and consent to ideas of others

karakiara n bird sp.

kdarukuarua a. black

kurakurg n f smallest type of horse mackerel

kdruru v.a. to mourn; to be grieved; sad; sorrowful

kusa v.n sprain; a violent wrenching or straining of the part of the body around
joints without dislocation

kasamgba n small seedlings of cocoyam rhizome, which continues growing

katibt n propagated cocoyam head

KP.kp

KP.,kp consonant, the seventeenth letter of the Okrika alphabet

kpéa % to keep something safely and orderly; to guarantee the security of some
property; to control

kpa a. used in describing anything of narrow flat shape like oblong head, chin
of a ship etc. (tibi-kpa)

kpabo# n salvager; one who takes good care of some property or person

kpafu n c sea — urchin, abounding around sand banks. It has thorny scales and is
inedible

kpaikpar n c lobster of the crustacean family found in holes of chicoco (igu), with
hard skin

kpain a. neat; orderly and tidy

kpainma adv neatly, tidily, carefully
used as an expression demanding assurance of some doubtful idea or
notion

kpakpa % to remove outer rusty coat of metal e.g. body of ship, corrugated iron
sheet, enamel basin

kpakpasisi excl. "Never to happen" God forbid 'fonbilgbé ka' (Ogu dialect)

kpékarapu adv suddenly entering secretly e.g. swallowing automatically

kpakiki a. very dry

kapkiki-kiri n parched land

kpakiri-kpakiri a. dry and crisp

kpako n orang-utan; anthropoid apes commonly found in the East Indies; large

long-armed monkey
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kpakuma a. concerning

kpalakpala \% to bother oneself for something of great need; running here and there

kpaldamkpalam a. tiny; thin (usually applied to tall lean fellow)

kpalikpali a. ebbed to the base as of tidal water

kpalili a. reduced to the bottom of a container e.g. oil, stew, soup, etc.

kpambiri v.a. take off bits from a whole e.g. food like fish meat, cake etc. (also =
kingarg

kpangakpanga n light measuring pan-basin used as dry measure for rice, beans, etc.

kpangiri v to fry without water or oil dry frying, e.g. groundnut, garri, etc.
(<Kalabari) Okrika is gbéként (both used)

kpangbukungbuk n owl [cf. ikpikikpiki]

u

kpanju n small shark and related cartilaginous fishes

kpanju last born living thing, esp. mammal

kpéapolo Y% to explode automatically; burst with some crack or sound

kpapu n pair of scissors or penknife

kpdpu a. narrow; close up

kpapu % to take away something unnoticed; pilfering

kpapuatéli n narrow road; lane or pathway

kparam a. narrow and slim

kparani Y to rub or clear with broom, hand, or duster

kparakpara n the sardine bigger than the large sardine but smaller than the 'kigbo’

kparapuma adv winking the eye at an unpleasant object or situation thus kpara puma
tombg$ sein that is, opening and closing one's eyes at someone in
disdain or warding off

kparu a. reducing and longish; dry and lean, affecting structure

kpatainma adv clasping tightly

kpata % to cramp; to compress; to hold tightly from end to end

a. very dry; compressively reduced

kpée v to separate two fighters in order to maintain peace
to prevent a suspected happening or trouble or omen

kpéchi v to put together (usually applied to making of fire in order to increase
the rate of burning) also, to reconcile parties

kpéchia a.v joined or put together getting two or three ends into one

kpékélé a. short cut; quicker method

kpékere a. appearing satisfied with peace of mind; balanced feeling ik( kpékerg
= flabby jaws as a result of good living flat

kpékéréma adv sitting or posing complacently

kpeéki a. near; within reach

kpéekima a. concerned with

kpékima % to get near

kpéléki v.a. mix; get mixed up; smear onto

kpelu % to assemble in a place in large number; to be together in group

kpéla % to collect little by little in order to save

kpélukpely a. clumsy, dangling, looking disgraceful

kpéndépu a. low and stunted

kpéngbé v.a. outer hard metal or paint peeling or breaking off

kpéreki % to kneel as for prayers

kpéria a. reduction or deformity caused by loss of flesh or bone e.g. when one's
teeth are off, the jaw dimples or falls in

kpésin % to appease; to divert for safety

kpéte v to converse in a loose manner, having no definite objective; to gossip.
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kpila v struggle relentlessly for something in order to achieve it
to suffer in pains

kpim n tingle; some sensation in a person for some happening; a silent feeling

kping0 excl. an expression to interpret "yes" for "no" that is promising without
fulfilling [coined] an irony

kpinha excl. expression to spur a people or group: the author begins 'kpi' the group
responds 'iha'

kpiripukpiripu a. looking uneasy started and apprehensive as a result of some
spontaneous purge

kpiririma adv entering in with a push, forcefully and immediately

kpdo v.n group; assembly; union; mob; crowd; summersault

kpao a. congealed; changed from a soft-state to a hard one as of liquid

v to roll into balls like fufu, to fold. also kpd as or kp6o

kpod n sound of very high waves (aku) in the ocean when getting to splashing
point

kpoi adv only, alone (also = kénge ngéri)

kpoo a. aged; pertaining to living long

kpdo (kpo”™) % to tie, make a knot or fasten

kpdba % to hang a person to death; to die by hanging

kpéchga % to form momentum; to gather into a group; to come together in good
number or force

kpoft % to commit suicide; to hang oneself

kpdikpoi a. toy, not sizeable as for a measure
expression for oral tapping at someone's door; also for sound of
gunshot

kpdin n drop of liquid

kpdinkpoin a. dry and hard

kpéinkpoinkiri n dry and hard tableland like Bolo town and some of the villages on the
mainland of Okrika

kpoinkpdinma adv pouring in little drops

kpdkéléma % to wrap round

kpdkirt v to exploit; to get into details; to take or bite off in bits

kpookoro adv then; started then; then again; persistently repeating

kpokoro a. huge, stalwart

kpdkoro % to frequent someone with attacks and insults; to be fond of someone

kpokdrgroma adv dropping something with some cracking sound in a careless way
(echoic)

kpokoropuma adv settled state of satisfaction or security; entering fully in e.g. sitting in a
comfortable cosy chair; entering, completely into a house etc.

kpokdkpoko a. loose and dangling life a knot

kpokpo a. exhausted as of the human body
applied in abusive terms to describe someone's forehead as flat and
bare (with a change in the accent fQbara kpokpd)

kpdkpo % to dismantle any built up structure; to break down

kpdkpont % lit, to chop off the outer material like coconut fibre; to carve
to discuss issues as in a symposium

kpdékponima % to gather together; bringing together

kpokponima- % to compile; to put together what is gathered

gbholéma

kpokponimaye n something gathered together, some things kept or put together

kpokponisobuno n thick clouds (also = kpdsasobiing)

kpdli v to climb. To carve out rope from cane
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kpolt a. emaciated

kpolisabateéli n bridge

kpolokikpdloki a. as of an awkward movement of an old man; descriptive of a clumsy
gait adv. kpolokpdlokima

kpoliaka-kpgliakd a. not level; uneven and irregular, as of land; rough and wavy

kpoma v to set confusion and disagreement between two people or among
groups: the performer of such act is known as ikpéinb¢ (a traitor)

kpéma adv sorely; greatly

kpomakpdma a. doubtful; controversial; contrary; disputatious etc.

kpombt v to tie a fathom of cloth sideways

kpémbi % to pinch off

kpombikpombt a. being in separate bits; scattered in bits or pieces, like unkempt hair

kpombilt a. thin, reduced in size; lean; wasting away in flesh. (Ogu dialect)

kpombilg a. upward pointed growth like a hillock (usually attributed to shape of
head)

kpdmkeém adv in actual fact, really (<lgbo) (also = jukuma)

kpom(u) a. heaped in convex shape like a hunch-back

kpongoloma adv left in solitude; alone like a widow or a marooned sailor

kpgnjisime % to sit down

kpopindaki a. slimily congealed

kpopi v to hold up something in the mouth

kpopuma adv in a situation when the access of air is prevented from flowing out;
suffocating

kporikpori a. bare like the bald of somebody's head; empty having nothing
remaining

kporokporo n a rolling chair with wheels; a carriage

adv. all at once (kp6rokporo)

kpdroni % to clear or rake together

kporonia Y to swerve; deviate suddenly

kporonisin % to clear or rake off totally

kpéroro % to drag with fishing material in the water e.g. using ibukuru or ongord

kpéroro a. finished, empty

kpasasobiino n thick clouds

kposakanakana n deep darkness

kpétéin % to somersault

kpéti % to deride a person; make a ridicule of someone; jesting; to rally; to
banter

kpoto v to repeat a course or action; to do a thing over again

kpoto % to buy in large quantity; wholesale buying e.g. yams from a barn or
goods from a factory

kpoto % to disguise or strip off oneself; to overhaul for servicing

kpoto-oki % to restore; to bring back into use; position, etc.

kpotoro a. spoilt by being filthily kept; wetted; dregs settling in congealed
condition

kpotoni a. reduced or disfigured deformed from original features

kpotonisara a. totally disfigured; completely shattered as of a broken vehicle

kpda excl. interpretation of the explosive noise or sound of the oil bean and the
like

kpuama adv careless placing of something; keeping or placing something anyhow
without bothering where it is kept

kpuafu a. impish; looking dwarfish

kpufukpufu a. behaving with assertion; puffed up
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kpukukpuku n rhyme used in a game among girls to determine their future husbands

kpukpura n sloping down descending

adv. to move here and there struggling to search for something

kpukadla a. shortish and plump

kpulu a. short
brief as of statement

kpulokukpalgkg — a. undated ground; irregular piece of land; not level

kpalima adv briefly as when making a speech

% to shorten

kpungburu a. hale and vigilant; on the alert

kparukpuruy a. healthy and strong agile; quite alive

kpurdru n hernia, an occasional rumbling of the testicles moving up to the groins

kpusu n. kick

kpusukpusu(ma)  adv struggling and kicking one's legs at random like someone suffering
from fainting-fit or convulsion

kputukputd a.n description of boiling point of stuffy soup on fire (echoic) adv.
kputdkputgma

kputau a. looking dark, shabby and serious as if appearing in an oversized attire;
heavy and fierce looking

kpuuma a. moping, looking sheepish

kpuwai excl. abusive or cursing expression usually pronounced on someone who
wrongs another when he encounters misfortune. He says, 'kpu’ wai'
meaning ‘it serves you right’ or ‘“you deserve it’ (see gua)

L,

Ll consonant, the eighteenth letter of the Okrika alphabet

laa v to be enough

laa v to visit; to reach

labipi n what it costs; cost price; value; price; worth

labara-labara adv any how in a careless manner; at all events

labo#labo# pron whoever; anybody; everybody etc.

laga n needle

laka v.a. not enough

lalaka a. hopeless; unworthy

lalama \Y; affect, due

lalamayé n entitlement; share due someone

lama % touch; taste

lagky-ladka id. at all costs; whatever it may fetch; however it is

lasikilasiki id. whenever due; for ever and ever

layé n cost or value. (also = 1&bipi)

layélayé pron anything

lékeléke n f small fish like a big needle used by children in playing

lékiri \Y to know, to have an idea of

lekiria v.n to agree to be lovers, love making

lekiriabg n lover

Iékiribo$ Vv to make out; to identify

Iékirisima v to be denied of correct identify, to doubt somebody's identity

lela n open swamp having no mangrove forest on; parlour

lolabie n sitting room; drawing room; parlour; open space for assembling

lele a. plain; open; exposed; comprehensible
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lelema adv plainly

lééleéma adv crying openly without shame but with full regret (usually suffixed
owu)

lemo n anchor; means to control the steadiness of a boat; also used in securing
a fishing line

léte a. bare; open; appearing miserably exposed

létriki-ofongo n electric fan

létriki-tongié n electric light

libg % to eat heavily

ligila a. jealous (Ogoloma dialect)

lika n religious clay ascribed to a group of churches

lily % struggle; suffer; to fight hard for existence; to struggle in bringing up
as for a motherless child

lipa v to pass out faeces in good quantity

lipu a. plenty, full (also = bein)

160 % to hire for labour; to make presents to a wife in order to please her or to
appease her for wrong done to her

10ko a. very soft

10kolgko a. flexible; soft
progressive, prosperous

16koloko a. free minded; light hearted; prepared to co-operate and accept
suggestion; kindly disposed (usually prefixed with 'kabie’)

I0kdma v to soften; to reduce the force

ok n jaw

Ioka-mgbalu n jawful, that is, taking in by measure of one's jaw

I0lia n star

1616 % to prosper; improve; of a wife or child, to prove obstinate, not easily
controlled

1616i n coined name for encased fufu, akpakuru, being wrapped in polythene
bags and hawked

1019 a. over-lapping and dangling adv. 10loma

I6l16ma % to treat with love and admiration

[6mini n lime

lubu n arrow; sheath for sword

Ve[ n special high seat for unseen ancestral parent placed in the shrine; also
statue or monument

lukpélakpé a. looking miserable and dejected; objectionable in appearance adv.
lUkpélg-kpema

M,m

M,m consonant, the nineteenth letter of the Okrika alphabet

m excl. expression of acceptance; yes

maa(ma) pron these, those; also, "this" referring to this woman

ma aff. (prefix, suffix,epithet) in varied uses 'ma' denotes these or those e.g.,
wari ma = the houses; matite = wait yet; ma yema = these things etc.

main num. two in counting, also imain

mama num. two; also ma

maan a. feeling dizzy to a point of swooning

manamamanama  a. sparkling and glistening with intermittent glow; diminishing as one

looks on
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manga a. squint eyed

manga a. double-sided; two ways of the happenings or things

mangi v to run

mangima % to respect with honour

manginakorona n unsteadiness; preoccupation; attention given to moving here and there

mapuawome n twins (also = ngeziawg <lgho)

masisi n matches (<Eng.)

matérichdapu n hypocrites

mbaji n beads in form of plate-rings worn around the waist by women

nmbasj n mischief making

mbi n coconut; kernel

mbiré n brother; my brother

imbQrimbori a. smooth and glossy as of clean skin

mbo n human force engendered by the presence of great number of people;
also imbo

imboto canopy in a canoe built of ibil4, running from one side to the other side
of the canoe

mbura sister; my sister

mbuyrgmbuyruy to moan; making inarticulate sound as if from physical suffering

mburukandkana threatening heavy storm with dark cloud; anciently conceived of as
surrounding the deity of thunder

meke larger horse mackerel, Trachurus sp. (0kue)

mémé stealthy; secretly slow

memeeé tepid or lukewarm as of water

méméma moving softly or stealthily

membeéré swelling to a bursting point, making the skin smooth and light

ménépuma entering or sneaking in a manner unnoticed by anyone; hiding away

mengi water

méngi carved stick-pins used in chaining up two or three ‘ichijla’

mengibérebg
mengibiko
méngi-ngo

mengibiribésin
mengibgro

mengibugilasi
mengidéripakabd
nyg

menimeni

mepu

mesi

mgba

mgba
mgbéafo
mgbafyun
mgbamgba
mgbalu

> S

55w

5 53 < 5 5

(mudskippers)

seahorse, Hippocampus spp.

duck bill eagle ray

eckoning of ten méngi sticks, (also called bala or akpéara), twenty
'ngo’ that is groups of ten make one 0to

wash basin (water + <Eng.)

usually used on putrefied fish caused by long stay without being cured
after the catch until a change of tide

drinking glass, tumbler (also = méngibuyé)

spring

sweet, sugary

depressed appearance of lips; light lips (bipi mépu)

forty in counting

all

phlegm from the nose

wrestling

guava fruit

to blow out phlegm from the nostril

riddle (also = egberifieya)

jaw measure of food (usually prefixed with 'loku® thus 'loka-mgbalu)
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mgbe (see imgbe)

mgbélé n club for stoning or throwing as weapon for fighting

mgb0 a. big, sizeable e.g., mgbe inji

mgbo n millipede

mgbgdoma adv rarely, scarcely

mi dem this

mianga adv here; this place or this way

mié Y do; perform; make

mij° @baka n thanks; "thank you"

mi¢ @bara n how done; solution; method applied

mi¢"@bé&inma v.n fulfil; fulfilment; replenish

mi¢”@chiema % to establish; (also = mi¢’@-pakuma)

mi¢° @déinma % placate; to make peace

mi¢" @doki a. zealous; eager

mi¢"@dibama % to enrich; to make big; to enlarge

mi¢"@fama Y to accomplish; to conclude; settle; finish

mi¢" @fiaffama \% to refine; cleanse; purity; sanctify; anoint

mi¢" @fiaffamadbgo n purifier

$

mi¢” @foféoma Y to create space or accommodation; to effect freedom of chance

mi¢" @gbéin % worth doing; be responsible for

mi¢ @gbéinye n thing worth doing

mi¢"@gboloma n.v communion; common dealing with someone

mi¢"@ibimabo$ n benefactor

mi¢" @ibimayeé n propitiation

mi¢"@idérima % to reduce; degrade; disappoint

mi¢"@irima n mistake; error

mi¢”@iwoma \Y; to elevate; accelerate; to raise higher

mié” @iwoma v to renew; to purge

mi¢’@iwomabo$ n a refiner; a renewer

mi¢’@kami¢'@ka a. bounden; willy-nilly; urgent; necessary; pressing

mi¢'@kami¢'@ka v to compel; to force; to drive to action

barami¢’@

mi¢-@kamie'@ka adv urgently; necessarily; compulsorily; etc.

barabu'$

mi¢'@kami¢' @ka n compulsion; necessity; urgency

bu'$

mi¢ @kami¢'@ka n urgency; necessity; compulsion

bara

mi¢"@kanakandm v to blindfold; to deceive; darken

a

mi¢-@kurama % to put things in order; to behave in an agreeable manner; to rectify

mi¢"@kgréma % to strengthen; to maintain; support; confirm

n grace

mi¢"@kpuluma % to be brief; to summarise

mi¢"@1lokdma Y% to weaken; to disappoint

mi¢"@mié" @ya n habit; behaviour

mi¢’@mi¢ @yeba n precepts

raoloko

mi¢ @nanggéma v to prolong; to extend or lengthen
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mi¢”@oku n how or what to do; knowledge of; method
mi¢'@okumie’@¢ adv however; in any case; Syn mi¢-@bardmi¢" @bara
Ka

mi¢"@okunémi a knowledgeable; comprehending

mi¢ @pabima Y lit. to make bare; to impoverish; to reduce to nothingness

mi¢ @pakuma % to establish; to make known; to launch (also = miechiema

mi¢ @péréma % to enrich someone; to cause one to be wealthy (also = alaséma
mi¢"@sabama % to overdo; to perform in excess

mi¢" @se adv so that; grant that; let (also = yéé

mié" @sima adv to disgrace; to spoil

miesiyé n commitment

migsiyéofori n.a. innocence

mi¢” @s6-0kuma adv in order that; so that; to the extent that

mi¢ @suma v to multiply; to increase; to swell

miésgngima % to continue doing; lengthen

mi¢” @tékéréma % to make right; to straighten; to correct

mi¢" @télima \Y; to repair; to make better; to refine

mi¢ @télima \Y; to induce; to influence

mietiyé n,a. easy; simple; easy matter; joking matter; very easy
mi¢” @tokoroma % to disfigure; to cause something to change from its good form to bad

form; to falsify; to spoil

mié" @ye n cause; happening
mi¢" @yébaraso n.a. prosperous; progress; prosperity; successful
mi¢” @yenémika n ignorance; stupidity
miju adv here; this side or way
mikirikiri adv just now; immediately
miliki n milk (also = ndéméngi)
mimgba n today
mimo n wooden frame of ibUkuru
min pron this; also used adv. when it stands for ""so" "then" e.g. 'min a bo ye-¢'
i.e.; "then | came”
mina a. our
mina n relation
whose
minabg n relative
minabQ n oneself
minajuobo$ n fellow person; neighbour
minaminaka a. that much; all the quantity of
minapy n relatives
miné pron we; us
mini n flesh
mini % to swallow; to reach a required gauge
minimini a. tiny, thin
miniminima adv secretly; not wishing to be exposed; whispering, as of speech
minyQ n this place; here; also mio (short form)
mioku adv now; this moment
miomio a. pointed and sharp like pin; needle, penknife
misiki n these days; nowadays
mQo a. as of eyes looking morose and steady
mginmaoin n baked or caked beans (<Yor.)
monimoni a. smooth
mong v to sleep; to have sexual intercourse with
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mong n f mackerel

mongbirud n f very small fish, of the type of ekemba (smallest size of songu) used as
food for most big fishes such as horse mackerel (okue), shiny nose
(nda), etc. also called inji-buru; seafood

mgndmangi n bear; fond of sleeping

mongi n f fish full of bones in its flesh. It has silvery scales whose flesh appears
soft but when cooked becomes hard, (lady-fish)

ménoyé n bed; sleeping material

météd n car, vehicle (<Eng. motor)

mpataka n dried tapioca prepared from cassava

mpo n also mpo fruit found at the fringe of mangrove forests, mostly eaten by
monkeys

mpé6td n plantain stem

mum(mu) % to go, to move

muku n idiot

mukumukuma adv muttering; talking in low tone to oneself

mukurumuykyrg a. very secret and miserly in behaviour

mumbg n thwart, sitting bench in a canoe or boat

mumby n mortar

muangu a. waste from grief esp. in the eyes; change esp. in the eyes and of tide

mangmangma adv looking with eyes slightly open

musi a. getting putrefied e.g. fish, stale food, meat, etc.

N,n

N,n consonant, the twentieth letter of the Okrika alphabet

na con;j. and, plus, that

naa % to hear

nain(mu) adv throwing oneself and falling unconsciously as in coma, falling as a
result of fainting

naméa n mammal, animal; meat of any animal

% to build (house or anything)

namabgléki n fat, lard

namab(lg n stomach of animal

namabQloika n intestines of the stomach of animals

namabalgye n contents of the stomach of animals

naméachiema v to build up some structure
to increase or develop one's faith spiritually or morally

naméfian n faeces of animals; animal dung

namakoréomanyg n 00

namaoiu n animal skin namadjuapura

n hide of animal skinned

namasijobiri n lit. bad god; a cursed person for evil or bad behaviour; bad to the point
of resembling a bad dog

nambulo n cow

nambulobdlgagba n lit. the whitish side of the cow's stomach, the dark cloud with silver

gba lining indicating break of day; very early morning within the hours of
4-5a.m.

nanga Y to trample, tread; march;

nanga n fg  method of fishing with 'ikata' where at flowing tide, it is placed
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sideways on a slightly trampled soil and secured with a line of stick
pinned over it from side to side; fishes esp. mudskipper and silkfish
rush in for the catch

nangananga a. distant; far off; high up

nangaba Y to trample to death; to smite; idiomatically, to cheat

nangabug'$ n step; stampede

nangi n sting of fish or insect

nangulo n f shell fish in marble

nanguo a. tall or long

nangbooma adv moping speechlessly; standing and looking agape like a sheep

Nchia p.n. town in OTELGA

nda n f shiny nose or thread fin.
elision like nde, whose preceding vowel "i" is dropped; it is often used
as prefix to form compound wards with other stems in the interrogative
mood e.g. ndapu (how many people)?

ndayé? int. how many things?

ndaigbiki? int. how much money?

ndé bg? int. who? which person?

nde ju? int. where? which place?

nde siki? int. when? which time?

ndénde int. how? how do you do? how is it? (greeting expressions among familiar
people

Ndéle p.n. town in KELGA of Rivers State

ndékima(ka) a. infant still sucking from the mother's breast (see indokumaka)

Némbé n town in BALGA of Rivers State

nembe n fg  fishing weir usually set at the side of mangrove bush, done by single
hand

nemi n wisdom, cleverness; insight

némi Y to know; to have some idea of

némikéase prep. if, whether

nemi-orQ n experience

némimairaokgn n propaganda

namimami¢ adv deliberately,

v internationally

nengi a. older, superior, senior to

nengima % prevail, overcome

n$ga excl. exclamation declaring an agreed expression generally used by children
in begging by force, if a child has some snacks in hand and another
child pronounces 'nga’ earlier, he the holder of the snacks, is bound to
share it with him. But if he who has it forestalls the other to shout 'nga’
he retains all of it also, ingé

ngada n chair; seat

ngaji n spoon

nganga n gay and flashy looking, most of the time (<Igbo)

ngangakpa v being fond of showing off;

a. proud and flashy appearance

ngei n one (see ingei) in counting

ngéléngé n mi  xylophone

Ngéme Biri p.n. quarter or ward in Okrika

Ngeri p.n.  fm family in Okrika, living in Anyungu-biri

ngéri a. alone; single

ngéribdnyana n liberty, freedom, independence
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ngérifi a. selfish, greedy

ngéripakabg n only born

ngéritibinyana a. independence, not subject to another; free autonomous; self-governing

ngia n metaphor for force, difficulty etc. usually applied in figure of speech

ngiatorg n figurative expression meaning bold attempt or bold face

ngiri % to be aggrieved; unhappy

ngiringirt a. suffering

ngisi adv not at all

ngisi adv since, all the time

Nngo n smallest akangé crab

ngo n wealth; property

ngofiyé n benefit derived from the wealth of the dead; all relatives of the dead
person (females), contribute freely towards this traditional fund which
the major family (omuaru) and the immediate family (furo) share in
the ratio of 2.1.

ngokon % to acquire wealth

ngokonbg n rich man; wealthy man

ngokokowani n storehouse

ngolt % to remove congealed liquid like oil or pomade with the finger

ngori % to snore
to groan; to talk in a muttering manner

ngowari n store or shop

ngozi n term given to twins (<Igbo) Okrika is mapuawo

ngu n frog

ngu n clay pot or pitcher used as pot drum for music production

ngua excl. term used to order a start for a journey or departure or speech making

nguengue n flower

ninbireowu n brother of his or hers, also nunbireowu

nimé n song; abuse

nimécha % to sing

niméwori % to taunt; to abuse

nina n urine

ninakpa n kidney; organ that excretes urine

niné num. eight in counting

nint n nose

(niini) % to commit murder secretly; to waylay and kill

niniapanga n the openings of the nostrils of the nose; nostrils

ninifan v to blow the nose in order to remove phlegm

njali n wire string

njali-';abo™M n harp; string instrument. (also = diki-gbg)

njé n craw-craw (syphilis) appearing around the affected area of the body-
the penis, vagina and ankles

Nnj1 n fish (generic)

njunju n yellow dye made out of yellowish wood pulp

nkgaba n pineapple, (<lgbo) Okrika is Bekeni-nguo'$

nnere n banana fruit

nom(Q) n madness,

a. lunatic
néndo n mangrove forest nearest to the habitable area; usually a water-free area
nondg-amapu n legend has it that there is a place along the lower part of River Niger,

where human beings that have tails, like monkeys, abound, these
beings of this place bear short tails and live exclusively
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nongu n f catfish

nénju v to suck

Nonja p.n.  fm family in Okrika abb. from Nonjuwaribgko, living in Adedeme-Biri

nénjd-ama n special burial place located in the mangrove forest, where people who
die with bodily complaints such as sores, leprosy, dropsy, madness,
blindness, pregnancy, hunchback, cancer, childbirth, drowning,
hydrocele, suicide, etc. are buried, it is also called opuama

ntéru n large white sea-bird, like the okola

nukyunuky a. feeling uncomfortable as a result of some physical pressure, being sick
and cannot move freely

nukunaka a. feeling uncomfortable as a result of surrounding e.g. stuffy room, bad
seat, stench, bored otherwise etc.

numbire-owu n brother of his or hers

nunburaa n sister of his or hers, also, numburaro

ngmbqrug n huge, elegant, well beautified masquerade,
handsome stalwart

nungg n compound

nungobgko n gate of a compound

nangu n side glance;

v looking askance at

nunu n screw-pine, the pandanus plant

ngnyg % to draw

nunua v to argue or drag issues

NW, nw

NW, nw consonant, the twenty first letter of the Okrika alphabet

nwa n duiker

nwananwana a. smart and agile

nwananinwanani  a. glittering shinning, dazzling

nwain-kgrg n small pot for quick preparation of food

nwain excl. frying noise of cooking as when onion is poured on to hot oil
(onomatopoeic)

nwainma adv sounding like frying

nwénénwéné a. smallish in appearance
light rain

nwéngi \% to move; walk; journey

nwéngibara n style of walking; gait; movement

nwéngibé n step, footstep, planned movement; plan

nwéngirima n transgression; going astray

nweni n people

nwénii adv until

prep. till

nwenibabayé n poison; deadly thing

nwéninakuraka a.n variance; at variance with people; disagreeable

nwenimgba n all; all people; everybody

nwo prep. as, such, when

nwoapu n such people

nwoapu n such things

nwocht n % called; thought

nwofa adv if, whether
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nwoin(nwonyji) % to clean by scrubbing off with knife as of roasted cocoyam, yam,
plantain, etc.

nwongirt % to mix; to turn up and down; to manipulate

Ny, ny

Ny, ny consonant, the twenty-second letter of the Okrika alphabet

nyana % to own, have appropriate

Nyanabo$ n Lord

nyanabg n owner; master

nyanabakama a. wealthy

nyanabe$renika a. to be rebellious; seditious

nyanakabo” pron attributive expression pointing to oneself or another in enlisting
sympathy for some happening; another expression meaning "poor me"
or "poor you"

nyapinyapima adv making queer sturdy movement that suggests fun; disorderly brisk
movement

nyasuma adv appearing with protruding stomach, and stout bodied; looking
stupefied

nyanyanya a. rascally; unsteady in behaviour

nyéngényenge a. hanging in a fanciful manner like flowers and leaves in a foliage; also
like plumes hanging decoratively on a masquerade

nyéengi n placenta

nyengibo$ n mother

nyodiki % to inspect a place

nyodikibo n inspector; health officer or sanitary inspector

nyodikidiki % to rule a place; to reign over a people

ny¢fiema v to make a noise to create commotion or disturbance

nyofin % to sweep a place

nyofinyé n sweeping material; broom

nyofoin % to snatch a chance

nyoin adv extinguished like fire; also breath, putting a stop to anything with life
ending suddenly; quenching. (also = biin)

nyoisin % to weed a place

nyokan v to scatter a group to cause a breakdown or disorderliness

nygkoru % to keep watch

nygkorubg n security man

nyoma v to go fishing; to go in search of one's daily bread; being on a business
trip

nyon n place; fishing or business trip

nyongo % moving with a jerky behaviour; a gait with a slight flinging and waving
of arms, neck and body

nyongonygongé a. fancifully hanging

nyongoro n mother belonging to him or her; his or her mother

nyoni a. reduced in size

nyotan % clearing some gathered refuse of a place

nygtelimé % keeping a place in order; clean up somewhere

nygton % to survey or plan a place
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0,0

0,0 vowel, the twenty-third letter of the Okrika alphabet

0 pron. he

0 pron. you (pl.)

0bo n sickness

obi n yaws, framboesia

obe n yam-beetle, usually found in farms

obé n native or local pear, usually, roasted or steamed and eaten with maize,
also ubé (Igho)

obéle n longish calabash used for palm wine

Obiana n deity belonging to the people of Ogbogbo

0bido$ki a. sickly; fond of being unwell

obika a. healthy; whole (also = Ojukara-gbasi)

0bikolo n nickname given to one fond of being sick

0bidbid excl exclamation made during the hide and seek game, warning the
partakers of the start

6biléngo n sea-gull

obiri n dog

obirikuko n bush fruit resembling the testicles of the dog, red in colour

obirinangulo p.n ms satellite masquerade played with 'ébé'

Obo-aga n f catfish with a long flat head

0boin n wild bush pig

6bain n. f small shiny nose (nda)

oboka n den or meeting place of detractors; generally where they plan evil; a
meeting place, more often used in a bad sense

6boku n cold

a. dull in action

oboku n f large catfish

obokuijira n SOme sensory experience occupying or confronting someone;
overwhelmed with fear; aura of fear

obokdijirabtisara  ph.w being overwhelmed with fear as a result of sudden sensation e.g.
coming across a ghost etc.

obokubipifa a. lukewarm; tepid; not cold not hot

obolo p.n. Obolo people

6bolé n large mangrove bird (also = bunambulo)

obolo % to stick to like paint or gum

obolo to embrace or clasp fully

obori n goat

6boribg n fool

6borichin n.v deceive, deceit

oborichiema v to deceive someone to misdirect someone

Obu# a. sharp

6bima % sharpen (also = farj)

obuto n mist; fog

ocho \ to collect money; tax, etc.

6choayé n tribute; things collected and paid; contribution

ochoin n material scraped from the rind of mangrove root to be used in checking
leaks in canoes

ocha n water fence (chua) where the two arms spread out by a passage from
the main circular body (<Ataba dialect)

ochu n roof of a house
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odéla(édéla) n vegetable concoction used to beautify the skin; mostly used by women
when undergoing Iria ceremony; a sort of make-up

Odi p.n. town in YELGA of Rivers State

0dé n yellow colour
compound or yard or premises

0do \% to purl or knit; to weave

Odobiri p.n. deity of wealth which Atorudibo worshipped and became priest of

0dodo n larva of moth and other insects usually found in corncobs

odu n ivory husk; horn; native bugle

odumbi n button

Odurm p.n.  fm family in Okrika living in Amanongo Biri

odum(u) n lion (<lgbo) (cf. Okrika chiriba-nama)

6dumdum n special plant or shrub with deep green leaves used in demarcating land
boundaries; also used by diviners in their juju practice (Newboldia
laevis)

ofidgiri n confusionist; double dealer; one who acts differently from his promises
by word of mouth

6fion n bush mango which has a strong smell; also eddy of a stream or river

ofo n f flat fish. Spade-fish

ofo % to investigate secretly

ofori % not available; absent

ofériforika a. unreasonable; unimportant; wild; riotous; irresponsible

oftnguru n rat

ofaro \Y; to blow; to emit some current of air from the mouth

6gidikpo n large dark-greyish venomous snake

6giogio n snipe, a fishing bird commonly found on swamps shaking its tail as it
moves

ogiri n cartilage from fish

ogiriri excl. expression usually made to admire a dancer and stop him from
continuing

0go n in-law to the brothers and male relations of the husband; another word
for 'ta’, being wife to the male relations of the wife's husband

0godo n nicname for a tall person

0goinyé n deity of hunch, believed to disfigure the victim, usually symbolised
with the white mangrove (oko) owned by a family in Ogoloma

0golé n skylark

ogolo n mi  drumming tone of a type; a group or set of drums (Ogu dialect) (also =
akuachiri one of the towns in Kirikese

Ogolomé n major fractional part of Okrika island

6gonéa n costly cloth mostly used by women
infection that affects the skin esp. the face; rendering it not clear or
dusty

6gororo n drains; natural gutter

6gororé-méngi n torrent; drainage water rushing from gutter

Ogu n town in Okrika division

6gu n age for a set of equals

oguabara n equals of an age group

6gu-apu n age-grade, equals

Oguawg n children of the same age

6gulein p.n. ms water masquerade popularly played by Ogu people. Also 6guoin

Ogliemé Biri p.n. ward in Okrika

Oguleme Biri p.n. ward in Ogoloma
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ogumabiri n market

ogunu n peacock, distinguished for its beautiful long feathers at the tails; legend
has it that its feathers sing that is, probably when it clacks; a good
singer is nicknamed ogunu

oguru n fierce animal like the lion; severe sunshine

n. proverbially, a serious case

6garagara n palm fronds

ogbe n hammerkop, Scopus umbretta; heron-like bird, brown in colour. (also=
égbe)

Ogbikimé¢-Biri p.n. ward in Ogoloma

ogbo n club; society

ogbochin n kingpost of a building; idiomatically, the head of a family

6gbochuya % to band together

ogbochyanwéngi v move together in a group or procession

ogboda Y% to keep aloof (also = bQton)

Ogbogho n town in Okrika division

6gbogbo n flat board usually placed in a canoe to carry the fishing materials nets
basket etc.

ogbéinji n f large horse mackerel, Trachurus sp. (cf. Okué)

ogbdkia n.v fencing round; to make a fence; fenced place

ogbokia Y to mobilise and fight against one person; many joining hands to attack
one person (also = d0gbokia-owu(n)

6gbdkiayé n fence made of block or brick or plants or sticks for defence

ogbokianyo n fenced yard or compound; a campus

ogboku n.a. centre or middle; central

ogbokukiénbipi n average

ogbokusopaka % to interpose, intervene, intercede; mediate

ogbdlilo n large bird sp.

6gbolédomé n the god of the mangrove forest

ogbo-na-anga-na  a. midway; neutral; considered both sides

0gboloma-owu n fight involving more than two, i.e., retaliatory fight; each fighter
defending his relation

ogborighd n name of an ancient masquerade

ogbotgn(ogbotog”™ v to plan or organise a company; to band together; to partake of; to keep

@n) company with

ogboten(ogbotdd v to keep off; be apart; keep away; be aloof (also = 0gbodéaa)

n)

6gbudu n style of cloth tying by the 'Irja’ participants like hoop skirt

ogbalu n coral beads

0jé(éjé) n tree sp.

6jinéé n tug-of-war game: each team is made up of equal number of members
who chain themselves by encircling each member's waist with his or
her hands; the two team leaders hook their hands while the rest tug

0jol6(jo) n style of headgear adopted by women, where the tips and ends are extra-
ordinarily widened and overlapping and occupying space (also =
akpénga [coined]

0jongo n jug

ojongow n dancing masquerades usually played by the people of Oba Polo,
Ogoloma and Ibaka

oju n human body; skin

game played in a heap of sand by two or more players: hide and seek?
Players attempt to pick out a buried rope-ring with their respective
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stick-pins; whoever picks out the ring, scores a point and takes his turn
to bury it again for others to search out

Ojuakpakpa n physical body of mammal: mostly applied to dead body as waste body

Ojuapura n human skin

ojafin a. close fitting, tight body

ojaft a. paralysed; palsied

0jugbe n rich flannel cloth (feni) used for traditional wears

ojuja n toy frightening children; posture of the mood of frightening

6jukaragbasi a. whole (Biblical); hale and healthy; fit.

ojukaramayé n repetition; a second time

6jumini n flesh of the body

ojuminapukotaria n lusts; carnal (Biblical)

ye

ojasi n emaciation of the body (also = 6juwQrg)

6jutokoro a. maimed

ojuya a. being used to; agreeing with one's constitution

6jaworg n emaciation of the body

okeé (éke) n demarcation, mark (<lgbo) Okrika is Kiki-élekima

Oképain % to jubilate and make merriment by shouting and howling also éképain

oki n f sawfish, Pristis pristis

oki % to swim

okigue n locally manufactured iron pot-stand (<Igbo)

okilo n f bonga shad, Ethmalose fimbriata (also = kigbo)

okiobolo n powerful bird commemorated in the famous ancient Kiri-owu
masquerade display-Okrika traditional secret society masquerades

oOkiololo p.n ms large bird, also a senior masquerade of the kiriowu

okKiri n castrated he-goat

okisani n shark-liver

0ko n shrine representing a section of a family

0ko v to carve in or scoop out from a material such as stone or wood in order
to make a hollow

0koba n cowry, a small shell used as currency by the ancestral fathers also
cataract of the eye (<Kalabari)

okochuku n. ?

Okochiri p.n. later name of Okopiri, when the increased population befitted full
habitation of settlers

0koko n nickname for the parrot (0kolobi)

okokoro n dimple made on a ball of fufu meant contain some soup to aid
swallowing; a hollow

okola n large white bird commonly found around Bonny bar. It is believed that
the name, Okoloba, is derived from '‘Okolo-ama’ this is a town or place
where the bird okola abounds;

okola long sword '6kdéla-agiji', otherwise known as kongo

okola n. f swordfish, Xiphias gladias

okolo n creek that terminates at a point

okolokpachi n corned-beef

okoloba n native and local name of Bonny, a town and headquarters of OLGA of
Rivers State

okoma n clay pot or baked mud pot with wide mouth; the first type of pot made
and used by the ancestral parents

okom(u) a. repulsive appearance as a result of physical degeneration; not worthy

of associating with people, being leprous or ulcerated
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6kombg n one who bears leprous or ulcerated body and very feeble to walk

okoni n people of Eleme

okonibo$ n person from Eleme, man or woman

okodhia n whitlow; a painful swelling on the finger containing pus (<lgbo) (also
= siyé; sipiri)

Okopiri p.n. ?

0koro n ankle-shoe or rain boot

6koréma n water-passage connecting two water areas or rivers; a straight

okoronakorona adv totally; altogether; all at once

okotibi n. family head

p.n. name of one of the ancestral fathers and first settlers of Okrika

mainland, thus Okopiri (bush belonging to Oko) being named after
him. He was the husband of the first woman settler, Tomaniaro

oku n cylindrical mortar
weekly or monthly contribution (<foreign)

oku n message; errand

okué n f horse mackerel,
sedentary game played with seeds into ten holes

Okujagn p.n.  fm family in Okrika; also title name of Chief Cheyéabtioso, living in
Ogueme Biri

okuka n pigeon; cuckoo

okulé n one of the satellite masks attached to ebe, usually decorated with sack

Okunéa p.n.  fm family in Okrika, living in Awolome Biri

Okuna p.n. god of fire and smoke owned by Okuna family of Awolome Biri

okanweéngibg n messenger; ambassador

okuru p.n.  fm family in Okrika, living in Ogueme Biri

okura n raffia cloth

okuru-akpa n sack-like enlargement of the alimentary canal forming an organ of
storage; the part of the body containing the stomach, belly or abdomen
(in man and animals)

Okpété n dc  agile dance performed by men mostly, it is danced according to the
rhythmic music supplied by the water-port music (ingu)
vegetative herbacous plant, also, ékpété

Okpo n imported masquerade, characterized by wild display, derived from the
Ibibios or Efiks

okpo n balls of fufu (akpakuru-okpod) decomposed and sifted cassava

v back of some creatures and canoe

Okpocha n helmet hat

Okpoka n bolt of a door
pipe for smoking

Okpokiril p.n. fm family in Ogoloma

Okpokiri2 n name of dance or music play with the bass-drum, akusa
potto, nocturnal arboreal animal, characteristic of its tasteless meat and
hard skin; it usually has either two or three toes on the front feet also
known as sloth

Okpokiriba n spot, area

Okpokiriobolo n satellite mask accompanying the famous ébé masquerade

O0kpokéro n fg  special box-like trap used in entrapping red land-crabs (610)

Okpokpd n lump;
mass of any matter solidly placed e.g. nama-okpokpo, pulo-okpokpo,
buru-okpokpo etc.

Okpom n mound; an elevated area of land; a portion of exposed land when the
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tide is at its ebb

okpongéa n wattle building usually made to claim or retain land; a temporary
building; a dwelling place; a house of a sort

okpukorémabg$  n ?

okputuku n dirty dregs of liquid or stored water

ole n open space for playing or dancing

6lé-e-é excl. expression used against a coveted taste or performance; a tacit
admiration of someone's deeds also, élé-e-é

olégbe n imaginary place where the dead go; fairy land also, éleghé

Olod n pomade, ointment, cream

olo lovemaking

0l6 excl. derisive expression used against a person of low rank who asserts;
when fully expressed it is 616-0mé

0lggbdloma % to put together; to combine; collate (also = chirgma, kpéchia)

Oldin p.n ms  masquerade mostly played by the people of Kalio-ama

olobon n lover; someone having love deal with another, male or female

o0l6in-chin n plant with linear leaves generally used as boundary plant

6loké n law or rule

0loko f whelk

0lokobiriba n spider

6lokobiriba-wari  n cobweb

0loko-Qokabg n outlaw; one not bound by law; freeman

6l6kémiemieye n precepts

6loku % to shout aloud

0loku-tibi n shouting; noise of shouting; echo

olokpd n f fish with dark skin commonly taken as black snapper

ololo n bottle

6l6lésingba n phlegm that comes out from the nostril when one is eating

olomu a. advanced in age; old

0l6mkpokikpoki a. very old

6lémuadapu n forefathers; ancestral parents; ancestors

6lomsiki n in olden days;

6lomsiki adv. ancient times

olosanj n flannel cloth, blue black in colour

olosani liver of cartilaginous fishes like the shark, sawfish etc.

0l6si a. ill-fated

olu n c land-crab; large reddish crab that bores deep holes near houses

olubu n bitterleaf vegetable

olula n well, hole

omina(dmina) a. whose

omina a. your (pl.)

omine pron. you (pl.)

omine n throne; heavenly seat; an encircling large seat mostly used to enthrone
ceremonial sedentary masks like oguoin of Ogu fame (on water) and
Bolo fame (on land) (also =émine)

omine n. raft used by the early Okrika before canoes

omongi a. aged; elderly

omoni n slaves

omonibarabie n bondage; slavery

6moénibo$ n slave pl. 6moni

Omonitubo n slave trade or slave deal

6mono n market in OTELGA
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omondémba n victory sign made by the fork of the fore-finger and the middle finger,
usually applied in mockery against the loser

Oomoro p.n. ms masquerade dance originally owned by the Agba Biri "Pioru’ mask
club

ongoro n fg  fishing material made of bamboo sticks and two poles to edge the
bamboo work; one edge is tied to the side of the canoe and the other
side is held down by the two fishers into the water to sweep in fish
along the coastal strip

onini n f large silkfish (ikinji)

Onné n tn  town in OTELGA, also Asak(ra

ondba n veranda-like passage; lounge in a building or compound (<Igbo)

6n6bubgko n gate of a fence

ononi n mercy; consideration for others (obs)

onu n fencing with short sticks or broken canoe parts or planks to reclaim
land

onu n stench, odour esp. of human being; bad smell

onukoroma Y to make feast or merriment; to entertain with feasting

onyechie'@ % to testify; to be a witness in a case; to pledge

onyechigbi n witness; guarantor

onyechi¢’@diri n testimonial records

onyechi¢'@mayé n testimonial guarantee; testimony

onwoin n smoke

onwain % to bite
to bale out water from a canoe or boat

onwoiary n ship

onwiin n sand

Opé(épeé) n flannel cloth

Opékélépépe n confusionist; a double dealer; one who talks something different from
what he does

opelé n thick

Opépé n sun; morning sunshine; also (epépé) evening sunshine

opoli n basket

opoliton % to administer; to explain, report, plan and account to a family or
friendly circle of something

Oporopo n pig or swine (<Port.)

opu n.a. big; large; importance; dignity

Opuama n fairyland; the place where dead bodies resulting from bad death are
buried; bad bush lit. big town

Opuambé p.n.  fm family in Okrika living in Ambeme Biri

Opuapu n important personalities; also applied to the famous 'kiri owu' esp. when
they are on a nocturnal parade or outing

opuiayéemié’ @ v.a. being proud and arrogant; assertive

Oopubo$ n lit. big man; important personality

opudabo$ n grandfather

Opudu $haya p.n.  fm family in Okrika living in Oba Polo

Opuiebére p.n.  fm family in Okrika living in Biri

opuigani n wrath; serious reproach

Opuiyd p.n.  fm family in Okrika living in Edereme Biri

opukubiesi n extreme unhappiness; misery

opuma adv much; very much; greatly

opumengi n flood; spring tide

Opungiriko p.n. fm family in Okrika living in Adedeme Biri
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opunyengibo$ n grandmother

Oputibéya p.n.  fm name of the founder of Kirike; also family in Okrika, living in
Awolome Biri and Oputibeya compound, near Kgréni-6gono

opuwari n temple; assembly house

opuyé n some important happening or incident

Opu-yégienmasini n printing press

oré(eré) n women

ori pron he; himself

oria(gra) a. his

oro n fungus

orom(u) n f grouper, Epinephelus spp. A large big-mouthed greyish fish with fine
scales

orépo n f surgeonfish, Acanthurus monroviae

ororotuo adv expression indicating co-incidental happening, proving true of
expectation (6rorotubo) abridged 6rordtuo; in speech, luckily or
fortunately (also = ibiréré)

oru n juju; idols such as objects like 6gb6lddomeé, dgoényg, abaji,
okombulg, etc.
adept in some art such as an academician like PHD holder is termed
'Oru’ in the sense that his expertise in the art venerates him to perform
magically. He has become a "juju” so to say
the grey matter of the skull of fish, animals and human beings (Kal.)

orubieama ?

orubiefe ?

Orubo$ p.n.  fm family in Okrika living in Ngeme Biri; one who must have been
rescued by the power of "juju™ during illness

orubérénémiapu n heathen; pagan; those who believe and practise fetishism

oruené n tday after Saturday, that is Sunday (obs)

oranji n f smaller grouper (orom()) (also = biedu $ba)

orukoro n.v practice of divination being possessed of some spirit, marine or
ethereal; fetish-like practice exhibited in singing and dancing
irreligiously; one so indulged is an érukorobg

6rumapéanbé n cobwebs containing or carrying dust and small insects; also soot
formed from smoke

oruminé p.n.  fm afamily in Daka house responsible for the dead during Elechu period
(see Appendix iii under religion)

Orupab6 p.n. fm  family in Okrika living in Ambeme Biri and around Koroni-6géno

orutékeé v.n idolatry; worshipping idols, etc.

orawu n snake

0si n snail

osi v.n respect; hour

ost % to spray from the mouth

osikiri n sugar (<Eng. sugar)

6sinyana a. respectable; honourable

0sinyanéaka n dishonour

a. not respectable, not honourable

6siro % to chew and blow off any substance or chaff

0sirosiroba n chaff in the mouth after chewing; remains of any materials ground or
sifted or filtered

0soin n grass (also = ibrué Ogu dialect)
convulsive ailment suffered by children

Otékété n fishing where the net is used around the mangrove section selected as
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the spot, the catch is mostly mullet (deke)

Otita n dew

oto n traditional bath place of a nursing mother; this is situated at the
backyard or near the house, where a pit is dug, into which the
cleansing water pours

oto num. term used in counting; in the commercial fish market all fishes are
checked in twenties i.e., rackets (kasa) or pieces, thus twenty big fish
(inji-anga), twenty kasa (sticks), etc.

Otobo p.n.  fm family in Okrika, living in Agba Biri

0tobo n hippopotamus

otobo-akpéa n hude worn by graduates;
bag usually at the back of the 'otobo' masquerade as decoration

otoin a.n very sweet; pronounced sweetness

otoku n mid-day sunshine esp. during the dry season
upper part of the altar at the hearth where dried or cured fish is stored

otolo n details in any branch of study, the squares on the face of the chess or
draught-board (épelé-torq)

O0téma % to compare or create a balance; to exemplify

otomadiki presume; assume; compare

otomayée n example; comparison; illustration

o6téma-dawgye n exemplified lessons; illustrations

otongoloba n that part of the brain cell of a child that shakes in corresponding
beating of the heart; the neurone, usually at the meeting suture of the
frontal and parietal bones of a child's cranium

otoétdloba n decaying perforated log of wood in the mangrove forest

otubo Suff. (suffix) usually affixed to other words (verbs) to indicate probability
e.g. a b'otubo (whether she came) ¢ bor'otubo (whether he passed) 0
sosa'tubo (if he has gone)

otubulu n f small fish with protruding bill or mouth

Otumogbolo p.n. popular deaf and dumb man from Oyika family who lived in Ngeme
Biri

oweélé n bald head; bare scalp of a person

Owo n cotton

owoi a. wild and rough;

n masculine; male

Owai pn.  fm family in Awolome Biri

owoiblo n fast rate in pursuing things; imbalance; anxiety

owoikubie n hot temper; intemperance

owoima % to hasten or make faster; to accelerate speed or rate of anything

owoko % to scoop out or carve off in large bits

owoku n f remora, sharksucker, Echeneidae; a clasping fish specially equipped
with a sucking disc on the top of its head with which it clasps shark,
sawfish, or any moving object in the sea like ship. It dangles there
passing a symbiotic life without disturbing its carrier; a voracious
eater; shark-sucker

owolo n hollow depth of water

owu v.n to cry, bewail,

owa masquerade

owa mermaid

owu n fight; war

Ow Biri p.N ward in Ogoloma

owulakambulo n tears hanging around the canthus of the eye as if one intends to cry
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dwlamapu n mermaids of the sea

owuamiemieye n strife; warfare

owulapy n men sg. Owubg

owubiektanpu n captives

uwubiekunbara n captivity

owubiekuonwdni  n captured soldiers

owubiebiebéré n an ancient masquerade

owubiriaye p.n ms  costume for masquerade decoration

owibg n man pl. éwaapy

owumangi n Traditional chasing game is held in the market square during the
evening just before the evening market when new corn appears. A
chaser holds two 3ft bamboo sticks (agbagba) with which he is aided
to corner his captive. The chased hold in their hands horns with
openings on the body for blowing as bugle. Each captive pays a fine.
At the close of each days game, all fines are collected and used in
buying sugar cane or cigarette or fruits for consumption lit. racing by
masquerading

owuelé n open layout found in the mangrove forest close to seas and banks
where, it is supposed, mermaids exercise themselves and play

owupuko n crying or weeping voice
tone of taling masquerade, like kiriowu

owupuko-chga v putting the voice of masquerade that is, yodelling like the kiriowu

owumeéngi n tears that drop

owuni n fighters; soldiers

owanini n ?

owuniggho n troop of soldiers

Owuokolo n gulf, narrow indentation into the island or town, original gutter
connecting the waterside

owuagkpara n satellite mask that accompanies a major mask

owusara n open space at the waterside where men casually assemble to chat,
breeze, and gossip, whiling away time

owuso % to have a physical encounter with someone; to fight

owuatibi n sound of cry or lamentation; wailing

owayabo$ n person possessed of some marine supernatural agency, usually believed
to have been espoused to a mermaid; also one who behaves under the
influence of hallucination

oyi n ten in counting

ozu n farmland (<Igbo)

OzUb$ko p.n. village noted for religious healing of the Christ Army Church, situated
along Canaan, near Port Harcourt

ozukiri n farmland

ozukori % to work on farmland; to farm
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Q.0

0,0 vowel, the twenty-fourth letter of the Okrika alphabet

0 pron. he, him

0 pron. you (pl.), all of you

Oba p.n.  fm  family in Okrika

Oba p.n. title of the traditional ruler of Ogbaland (Omoku) in ALGA of Rivers
State

Oba Polo p.n. area taken as a ward or quarter in Okrika

0ba n yam barn (usually as kept by the Eleme and Ikwerre)

¢ba n calabash container with cover

oba n slang meaning gone for nothing; a waste

oba n sickness characteristic of pains and swellings

Obékebéke adv probably; perhaps; maybe; peradventure, also (ébékébéke)

obeli % to move carefully meandering in pursuit of someone; carefully moving
through buildings and caves

obi \Y to be careful; to be on the look out; to be vigilant; take care; to mind
oneself

obianga v.a. to be thrifty

obia(sin) adv. perhaps; probably; peradventure

obiri a. smart; fast; quick

0bo n native guitar

0bo n turtle

0bosguru n pumpkin fruit with broad vegetable leaves (<Igbo)

0boko n fowl of the rasorial group

obgkatibiku n bush fruit resembling cockscomb

obokq n covenant; agreement; oath; testament

0bo$kubo$ku n lazy tsetsefly with white spots on the wings; it becomes weak as it
sucks and cannot easily fly off

oboSkury n cockroach; nocturnal flat insect (also = tgnjieb-ima)

oboli n f small shiny nose

Obonj p.n. social club whose drumming instruments are played in an enclosure,
never exposed

0bo$no n seeds of bush-mango (6fién) used in making soup (<Igbo)

obo$pulo n c a small crab black or dark grey in colour. It oddly appears at
unexpected places; it is a silent obscure creature

obu™ pron. himself

obu'$ n back of anything

obu'da v.a. to be at the rear; not progressive; to retrogress; to get behind

obu'd ukdapu n disciplines; followers

obu $gbin v.adv to back someone by posture; happening immediately after someone’s
presence; to get off from a spot for a while (also = gbu $paka,
babiléma)

Qbu $fT’ v to take bribe

obu $fiyé n bribe; bribery

obu $ja n.a. behind, back

obu $judbu $o n posterity

obu $ko adv. after all; afterwards later

obu $korubg n page; orderly

obu $kuluma \Y; last; to be at the tail end

obu $péka v to get aside for a while; to get behind waiting

Qbu $pakaboye n descendants; offsprings progeny
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ode $le n vulture (also = indu)
0do n yam-digger in form of a pointed short pole or stick, (also =¢du)
0do$ n.v. dress; fashion
odu'$ n soup prepared with the liquid derived from mangrove ashes and water
or liquid salt or lime stone
odim(u) n python, ‘boa constrictor’
ofjanyé n refuse; gatherings from sweeping
ofin % to sweep
¢finsin % to sweep off
ofiri a.n hot;
fever or feverish,
brilliant
ofiridu"$parimgb  n brimstone; sulphur

olu

ofirikubie n zeal lit. hot tempered

ofirima n shark

ofirima % to warm; to make hot e.g. water, soup

Ofisi n work place (<Eng. office)

0fgin % to grab; to seize

ofginbdayé n loot; spoil; captured property

ofokuba n corner of a building

0fongo v.n fan

O%gan p.n fm  family in Okrika, living in Ogan Polo

ogankdo n b hawk

0gein n f small fish with a glassy transparent body

00i n gonorrhoea; venereal disease

O%$gieme Biri p.n. ward in Ogoloma

0gizi n leaves of smoked tobacco encased in cartons; tobacco leaf that is
usually ground as snuff or smashed for piping, also diri-¢gizi

090 n in-law between son, father and mother

Ogdbarafiyé n food or presents from in-laws, son or daughter and their relatives; also
0gofiye (also = fuaye)

0gofiye n food or presents on behalf of a daughter, from in-law (also =
ogobarafiye, fuaye)

0gono n market place

0gond a.n top; above

ogonofiru n north wind

0gonogienye n superscription

0gonogodno a.adv careless; not done with discreetness; haphazardly

ogu n vegetable of fluted pumpkin; vegetable leaves

ogu n native hoe (<lgbo)

0gUbiemgbolu n fluted pumpkin, Telfairia spp.

Qgudire p.n.  fm family in Okrika; title name of Chief Amiesimaka

ogureft a.v. amazed to satisfaction

oguro n beard; also ogure (<Kal.)

Ogbéghbé(egbegbe) n f large and fierce cartilaginous fish, like the shark, with sharp grained
skin

0gbokd a.n tall elegant person; handsome man

0gbolo n f large baracuda (d¢ro); tall person, so nicknamed

Ogbady n thick mangrove swamp; bog

¢gbununuy n roof-beam, long stick used to form the ridge of a roof
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¢gbununychya % forming a single file or being in long rows of line like soldiers or
school children marching

oha n hard crisp vegetable used in cooking (<Igbho)

ohdm n unexpected happening; accident (<Kal.) Okrika is buapakayé

0in excl. phonic expression meaning take or "have it"

0ji n t iroko tree or wood

oji n kola nut (<Igbho) Okrika is idap6

Qju p.n fm  family in Okrika, living in Ambeme Biri and Kalio's compound

gjaféni n b ostrich, named after Chief Daniel Oju Kalio being the person who
introduced this creature into Okrika

ojukuruy n conical net spread by casting skilfully

ojule p.n.  ms nickname given to any lazy person; also of one time armour bearer of
the popular akarikpo masquerade of Jama house, who took a picture
with the masquerade

okazi n hard vegetable wildly grown in thick forests, used in cooking (<lgbo)

okéli n large fish-tray made of palm frond material or cane, used in spreading
the catch, preparatory to processing the fish for setting on the rackets
(kasa) against curing or smoking

oki v to take or receive

okichu % to admit into a society or school or group (also = dachu)

okimé % to direct a boat or canoe with the paddle or oar

okimuan adv as long as; until

0ko adv accordingly; like that

0ko n t white mangrove, Laguncularia racemosa, whose leaves are narrow,
long and pointed, and produce salty liquid on the stomata

V. to hire, contract

0ko n ulcer, chronic sore

oko V. to vomit forcefully; to cough out with force as when a bone disturbs
the oesophagus

0kobo n stick with hook end generally used as rafter from the ridge of a roof
hireling; one who takes upa contract to do some work

O0kob0& n iron material used as hinges to suspend door shutters; also applied as
staple and hasp

okofiri n hired labour or contract

o0koko n foam on the surface of water

okokochua v.a. having foam produced; bearing foam like sour soup which has become
fermented

okokopakuma v.a. producing lather or foam like soap or hard pulling of paddle or steam
engine on water

okoloba n corner stone, border line; the corner post marking the end or border of
a building

okolobapikeé % to make or mark the border line of a building. Custom akin to laying
the foundation stone of a building where people gather, offer prayers
and pin pegs to start the border lines, and end with drinking

okolobi n parrot

okombilg p.n. deity of Ibaka

0kord n tusk of elephant; horn of animal

Okoronama n buffalo

Okotoma adv accordingly

oku p.n.  ms masquerade that maintains discipline by flogging with a long cane
always in hand

okua n bush-fowl
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rice-fruit (<lgbo)
okubaliba p.n.  ms rascally masquerade usually engaged in chasing children with canes in
hand; legendry has it that he is a water mermaid that lives more in the
mangrove forest. He is also named gkuku
Okuein(ékuéin, % to talk or speak
okyQin)
n speech
Okueinbipi n language; speech
OkUein-ébere n talkative person; chatterbox, noisemaker
Okuyein farjaye n talking instruments (see Appendix v)
Okueinfinji % to introduce issues at a speech making
okueinma v.a. to be on talking terms as of non-enemies; to hold talks with
OkUein-ingbolu n words
Okyein-nimé n poem
Okueinpikia v.n debate; to argue; to partake in a symposium or quiz or discussion
Okuyeinsima % to speak ill of someone; to err in speech
OkUeinsgma % to make an allusive statement of one to another person
Okuyeintibi n subject matter; main talk; principal idea
Okyeinwéasa % to spread information; to announce; to publish; broadcast
oku-inémika int. interrogative statement generally made to a retortive answer or
p. expression when someone retorts after realising his folly; term is put to
him meaning Didn't you know it before? Full expression is 'si-gku’
inémika? (Didn't you know that it is bad or wrong) the 'si' is usually
dropped (slang)
okuku n mermaid that lives in the mangrove, fond of flogging
okukumeéng int. interrogative expression drawing a parallel from the behaviour of
p. okuku against a stubborn, disobedient person (slang)
okuma conj. but
conj. yet
Oku&oda n bugle or trumpet (<lgbo) (also = épélepé)
okuru n vegetable fruit, slimy in nature
Okpént n yellow yam
Okpéaréa n loop or snare for hooking or entangling the neck and mouth of a victim
preventing him from shouting
basket container used in preserving dry pepper or fish, usually kept on
the altar of the hearth (also = kgru)
first born male child (<Igbo) Okrika is taribg
okpéin n he-goat
idiomatically, a womanizer
o0kpo n stinging beans, used in thickening soup
Okpo n secrete message
Okpdchi p.n ms  masquerade played by Bulome Biri people
okpokalo n cotton-reel
0kpoto n dregs
okpu n fufu ball prepared for swallowing
okpu n. disease of the vagina
okpurukpu n palm fruit with hard nut
Qlé p.n. town in Okrika District, near Ogu
(0][o) n cough
019 % to hold; to handle
6lgchiema Y% to hold on; to restrain
0lokd n abusive term given to soft and lazy creatures, e.g., 0kpo 1k ipa (soft-
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back crab)

olokua a. held together in twist; hooked up as two wrestlers or fighters
entangling

olu n second born in family male or female

ombe n chance; room; aspect, also émbé

ombi % to rub; smear on the skin

ombo n nightfall

ombofurd n.v when the moon peers; reference to the moon as it appears immediately
after nightfall (also = akalupu)

0mbgso n brightening colour of the sky as reflected by the appearing moon; the
moon, before appearing of that time, is also described as sokoroma

omby n f small mullet sp. (deke)

oménbu n sandflies (also = igbirigidi, éménbu)

omi n bush flower whose pollen dust is irritating

omina a. your (pl.)

omina(omina) a. whose

ominébu pron yourselves (pl.)

omo n mi  drum with baritone tone (Ogu dialect)

omo n ebb tide

Qmoda n f small tilapia

omonbo- n ‘ikata’ fisher man who goes afishing lately esp. during neap tide

ikatanibo$ (mgbopuma mengi)

omonbuloba n wart

omonbulgba floating materials tied to the top line of fishing net to aid the net afloat
for security

omongo n mug (<Eng.)

omu n war

omuarqg n war-canoe; big house comprising families

omuyargwari n war-canoe house that is major house comprising branches

omubarabi n victory; triumph

Omubo$ n warrior; fighter

omubiekunbara n captivity

omubiekun-owdni n captured soldiers

omugbin v.n to wage war; warfare

omuku n fight between small groups of bodies; skirmish

omukuybulu p.n.  ms special masquerade played by the Adedeme Biri people during funeral
obsequies; it is usually accompanied with dancing and singing of war
songs and agile demonstrations

omumuy n flies

omumuogbé n swarm of flies

omati v.n to jubilate around town, singing war-songs and firing guns esp. during
performance of funeral ceremony by war songs and dancing all in
praise of the deceased

omuwari n fortress (also = owaniwarf)

ona n dark cloth or calico, usually worn for mourning; also, the fish
commonly called golden fish

Qna n f golden fish

onanaowu p.n ms satellite masquerade, dressed in dark cloth, which accompanies the ebe
mask

ondé(énde) num four hundred in counting

ondégbolugboli n child birth at short intervals, children born at short intervals, looking

short in size (also = éndégboligbola)
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ongi v to peel (yam or cocoyam)

ongbdn \% to beg; to ask for politely

Ongbdanga p.n.  fm family in Ogoloma

ongbdayéma n supplications demands from a giver of higher rank (also = biayema
(biblical)

onini n canopy for shelter (<Eng. awning)

onju n line of weaving on a basket or mat

ondnjua excl. abusive term used on babies or children who are fond of sucking their
thumb; also fond of sucking

onungo n waves of the sea tempest

onuny n mi  organ; accordion; the native lyre

onunuma n y pounded yam; yam fufu

onweéin n cough-like asthma; appearing persistently like indigo or ink on the skin

onwéin a. ¢ small crab (ipa)

onweneé n mi  rattle bells tied on the wrist and ankle

onyé % to watch with a motive to audit accounts

onyé n spice for cooking

Qobé excl retaliatory mockery expression usually pronounced on an aggressor,
who fails at last

opére % to belch out (also= ¢pére)

Opikipiki n giddiness; swaying about resulting from dizziness; fits

opipi n mouse; idiomatically used to describe a pilferer

0po n corner between walls of buildings; indentations along the coast of the
mangrove forest; family section or group

opochuku n hearth where fire is made

opokuru n lane between two buildings; narrow passage in between buildings

opokurubie n inside of a narrow passage between buildings

opopoli n boil on the skin

Qporopo n lungs or windpipe of fish

Opotokd n mud; bog; swamp

Oputa p.n fm  family in Okrika, living at Alawari

oputa n f big fish like the golden fish but has unpleasant taste

opuné n slimy substance formed on keels of canoes, walls, tanks, ship's body,
etc.; algae

opuru \Y; to collect a whole mass of things

orédu n y  yam produced through sexual reproduction, that is not by tuber; the
rind is violet in colour and tastes sugary (Dioscorea bulbifera)

ora a. his

oré(eré) n name

ori % to see

ori n pubic hair on the private part of the body in between the groins at the
lower part of the abdomen; pubes

oribararibara a. anyhow; in a careless manner (also = grigku-rigku)

oOrio excl. utterance commonly used to punctuate or terminate expression,
denoting someone’s irregular behaviour or performance; also used as a
verb e.g. i oriome (you've erred)

oriokario sku adv anyhow; in a careless manner (also = oribararibara)

Qrig’$marig’$ma  a. symmetrical arrangement of any type of decoration e.g. plaiting of hair,
hairdo, meshes of net, etc.

oriyé n vision; something envisaged

oroin n tsetse fly

Qroinma adv. stealthily and unnoticeably silent and avoiding being disturbed
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Qrosi n rice (<Portuguese arroz)

oryt n size; age; things in varied sets or groups

ory? n line of meshes of a net; a portion of something verse of a chapter in a
book

¢rganiQ”@ruani pron. each and everyone (in groups)

orubg bo adv. everyone individually; one by one (also = grubgrabg#, bobg)

Qruton a. orderly; arranged in regular sequence

orutonma v.adv to keep aright to perform or order things carefully and distinctly

Osiko n hiccough

osomburuy n gnats or sandflies (also = éménbu)

osuki n palm fruit with soft nut (also = imbiba)

osuma % to cause to vomit to cause to pour our e.g. obnoxious drug reacting on
someone

osun % to vomit

osu&n % to pour over as overflowing

Otara n pounded yam (‘dumbai’ or *fufu'); also used for fermented and
pounded cassava (akpakuru)

oton adv nearly, wanted to

otutu n f small sardine or small herring

ovo n oracle symbol or oracle medium meant to predict views and thoughts;
pronouncement of fortune or fate by blessing or cursing, that is ' Qv
kari' or ' Qv gbolo'

owa n mark of victory of honour inscribed by dubbing white chalk on the
forehead or any part of the body of the victor

Qwereweé n mane; the fur of animals around the neck or back, overgrown beard,
e.g. lion, he-goat, horse, etc.

owoko n dc dance performed casually and leisurely in tone with music supplied by
singers and water-pot drums

owolo n f fish noted for good taste grunrwe or big eye

owu n vapour; air; heat; breath; power or strength

OwWUma % to overhear; getting information not from the speaker's source; to be
aware of

gya n pawpaw fruit

gya excl. to start moving or to carry out a procedure (<Yor.)

oy1 a. painful; aching

Oyokoyoko adv perhaps, maybe, peradventure, probably (collog.)

Qyoroyo n fermented cassava that is grated and sifted; condensed flour of
fermented cassava

P.p

P.p consonant, the twenty-fifth letter of the Okrika alphabet

paa adv. just fairly; yet; still

pabo % to be older than

pabima % to cause self or someone to be naked; to be naked to render something
bare; to impoverish

pain % to utter the characteristic cry of a cook;

pain to utter inarticulate cry of a mob; to crow like a cock

paka v to go out; to shoot out like young plant

paka a. revealed; exposed; e.g. a hidden information, etc.

pakébd v amount to, come up to (also = pakamun)
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pakabg n.a. popular; known; known person

pakachie a.v towering; to take position in the scheme of things

pakapakados$ki a. officious; showy; fond of putting oneself forward over issues

pakapakayé n common happening; regular incident

pakapu n kinsmen; neighbours

paki v to pawn; to mortgage

pakima % to take or remove out from a place of keeping

palangi a. congealed with slime;

v to clear something of a slimy nature with struggle (with raised account

palangi)

palt % to shut in; to close

paliangapu n neighbours

palibo# n helper

palima v caught red-handed in an act

palima v.a. being pressed by nature e.g. to urinate, defecate, deliver a child;
choked

palima V. to support

palimapakayé n sudden happening, accident

pama v to lead someone; to escort

pan$ a. looking pale and whitish

panbéa a. empty finished, idiomatically meaning reduced in health and wealth
(obs.)

panba n wings; leaf or page of a book

panbabusgka n large mangrove bird with long and broad wings

panbaowu n ms dancing masquerade with flat circular headgear decoration; also
adaowu

panga n instrument used in bailing water out from a container like, boat, canoe,
tank, etc.

pani n any material made of pan or tin (<Eng. pan)

pa-oki-na ph. presume; assume

pankika n pan-cake (<Eng.)

papa n form of address to a father by his child

papa adv. just; ordinary; ordinarily

papabo$ n. ordinary person; commoner

papabu n.a. naked; nakedness

papasimé a. idle; desolate

papay”e n ordinary thing; irrelevance

parafini n kerosene (<Eng. parafin)

paranga n liver

parapara a. very sweet; sugary in taste

pari \Y to plait hair; to take someone to task; to entwine

pari a. twisted as of tightly entangled knot; elastic to a point as of pounded
yam or fufu

pAasisi excl. expression to entreat someone for consideration; seeking the pleasure
of someone

patala a. broad and flat

pééma adv. shouting rudely with evil intention on somebody's name

p~e (pee) adv. here; this way

pei % to eat fish

peima adv. falling flat, possibly with face downward

peke(bie) n groins; area between the thigh and the pubes

pékéle v to turn an object here and there in order to examine it
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pekelé v to jump in a semi-somersaulting manner for joy esp. during ‘owu’
display

pékélédiki % to examine thoroughly; to review

pékélédikiayéema n meditations (rel.)

péképéké a. flying like flag; distant

péképéekéma adv. rushing from a distance without break, arousing anxiety in people

pékéré a. half or fraction

pekere n side; part; portion

pékérg % to answer,; reply

pékérébo$ n redeemer

pékérebd v to save, redeem

pékérépakgmabdé v to ransom

pelé % to cut

péléboko n window

pélégbin % to cut down; to fell or hew down a tree

pélékdrg n passage; corridor; verandah

pelelé % to deviate course or divert to another direction

pelélepéléle a. unsteady or slippery in behaviour

péléema % to siphon; to pour (liquid) from one container into another

pelema % to forestall; to overtake

péléoki % to deduct from money or material; to curtail and take; to
counterbalance

pélépakanyo n short cut; back door

pélésikima % to cut aside; separate

pélésin % to cut off; to reduce

pémpém a. light; membranous; thin

pénbé adv. even

pénbéma a. similar; like; about

pénde v to dance joyously out of tempo

pendéré a. disfigured in shape e.g. dimpled empty tin

pénge a. bent; not regular

péni % to press aside the outer skin in order to expose the inner part

peinji n f special fish chosen for food

peré a.n wealth; rich and wealthy

pérémma v.adv to flee all of a sudden; to vanish like a criminal

pérémpérém a. fear expressed by the beating of the heart

péri n butterfly or moth

periperi a. membranous and distended to a point of bursting

petikoti n underwear for women like a short frock (<Eng. petticoat)

péria n f fish sp.

périgo p.n. ceremony performed in honour of a dead chief or warrior by his first
daughter and two others (see Appendix iii)

périghd n ms ancient masquerade

périti % to jubilate profusely

pesi a. lazy, the expression, ‘ikalapési® is usually attributed to a very lazy
person

pést n low level; a valley

petekipétéki id. plump with good, soft physique; fleshy all round in balanced symmetry

peteré a. broad and flat commonly used to describe the head, thus tibi pétéré
(flat head)

petikot n underwear for women (<Eng. petticoat)

piamgba n maize, corn (also ipiangba)
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piant % to cause to stick to with paint, glue

piju adv. here; this way

pike % to pin; to anchor or berth like a ship

pikéchiema % to implant or anchor firmly

piki v to deny; to gainsay

piki % to turn something

piki conj. and, again (also pikina)

piki V. to turn about or over; to convert

pikia n.v competition; a challenge; to contend

pikichiema v to dare; to perform defiantly

pikidiko v to interprete; to translate

piki-ibé % to pervert; to lead astray; to blaspheme

pikima- n antonym; word opposite in meaning to another

Okueingboty

pikina conj and; also; again (also piki)

pikiri % to mix; to stir

pikiripikiri a. unsteady and slippery in manners

pikiri‘japu n mixed cassava (also = apalapa)

pikiripiamgba n mixed maize (usually with ripe plantain)

pikd n feather

pilaki a. very soft; sticky slimy

pilaki(pinlaki) n plank (<Eng.)

pilipili n bird sp. (= ikpikpt in Ogoloma dialect); also, nickname for a child
fond of urinating while asleep

pim n tingle; some sensation in a person for some happening (o bu pim bé
ke) i.e.; no feeling in him

pimbe v to have sexual intercourse

pina a. white

pinabg n white man

pindéma % to effect a mixture for a thickening and sweetening result in cooking;
to add some ingredient to thicken or sweeten or savour the soup or
gravy

pini n pin (office, safety, etc.) (<Eng.)

pint % to strip off the skin, rind or bark etc.

pinjt Y% to gradually ooze out from an original or parent body or a container
e.g., juice from a tree, liquid from a tube
to makean unexpected appearance (pinjipaka)

pioru n ms set of face-worn masquerades with long bills usually played by Agba
Biri people

piQ $ru-pakabo v to escape from tribulation or difficult experience or encounter

pip1 % to manage with meticulous care; to continue discussing an issue
unnecessarily; to bring as a child from its cradle with the strictest care
and economy e.g. an orphan

pipikold adv. perfect silence cautioned; slight sensation

pipipakuma % to wean up an infant esp. an orphan; to help out a helpless child to earn
a livelihood

pidri n bush

piri % to give

piriamabo$ dweller in the bush; people from the hinterland e.g. the Igboman lit.
bushman (pl. piriamépu)

piriaye n offerings; gifts

pirikambulo n poisonous spider
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pirikika n bush biscuit; bush fruit of brown pods whose substances taste like
biscuit when cracked to eat

pirigbiri n wild dogs found in packs and bushes; jackals

pirigboko(okua) n bush fowl

piriri a.adv escaping in quick succession e.g., bullets from the muzzle, faeces from
the anus

piriripiriri adv. smartly moving here and there; appearing evey where within a short

(priripriri) time

piriye n tribute; gift; present; token

pist \% to scratch

pisi a. wet

pisijule(pq) a. totally wet; completely drenched and soaked from heavy rain

pisirima v to remove chaff from grains by rubbing the grains with the fingers as
from friend groundnuts; also; to disintegrate any dry substance, into
smaller particles by pressing it with the fingers dry leaves, dry native
chalk, alligator-pepper etc;

pisima Y to wet; to soak in water; to make wet

pitaki a. usually used as an intensifier to 'loko' thus loke-pitaki; i.e., very soft
to the point of being sticky and slimy

pécha % to force in; to add an idea to someone's speech

pdchuku n latrine; place for passing out faeces

poki % to listen

poko % to use pin or needle to pick out something from a substance e.g. jigger
from the body, periwinkle (isam) from its shell; also to make a hollow
by scratching e.g. dog, digging a hole; fowl making a scratch

poko % to drop off; to release from a hooked condition or a hanging position

pékold a. tall and lanky with hollow stomach

pékold n cave; den

pdkasin % snatch away, release or remove from a stock where it hangs

péku n waterside, anchorage

poku n bat

péku num. quantity; bundle; 8000 in counting

polé n ward, quarter

polo v,a. burst; punctured; perforated

pélo % to puncture; to cause a hole

pélocho v.n custom whereby a young man is initiated into the regular customary
contributions such as burials in a family; he is thus regarded as full
fledged person and achieves manhood. The qualification for this status
could, in a modern light, be based on being a taxable adult, working,
marrying and being on one's own business that is, outfitting his fishing
occupation or enterprise

pém n.v fart, diffused bad smell; to diffuse bad gas

pondo a.v disfigured by pressure like a dimpled tin

poni n pound sterling (<Eng.)

ponia n tongue-sole, Cynoglossus spp. Two common species are alapénia or
alapuinji=alinji

ponji % to press and squeeze (one's hands) or press out water from wet cloth or
oil from palm oil fibre

ponji n white kernel from unripe palm fruit

poo v to castrate an animal

pbo % to force open a locked door

pbo v to rape
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popd n locally produced cloth by the people of Popo and Ghana

posi n equals who grow together thus posiogho (group of equals); posipaka
(equals from childhood

posi n cat (<Eng. pussy) (pug$si)

potompotom a. very soft; over-ripe as of fruit

potoni n puncheon; cask containing oil

pu v to split; break

pua % to separate

pua v.a. to mock, flatter

pufinji v to explain broadly and explicitly; to give details of something

pugalagalama Y% shatter; to break into pieces (also = pukgsima)

puko n throat, covetousness neck

pukodo$ki v.a. fond of depending on the food of others or on other people property; to
be covetous

pukogburugbg n throat; oesophagus; tube connecting the gullet to the stomach

pukokpod™ @ a. capable of resisting hunger

pukokpoma % to withstand hunger

pukomgboly n throat by which food passes to the stomach; gullet; idiomatically
applied to mean covetous

puko $1o v to check or try to withstand hunger or thirst

pukQololo n trachea, the tube from the larynx to the bronchii; windpipe (also =
kalapuko)

pukdpin a. hanging in the throat; unable to swallow

pukgsdmina a. lit. dry throat; thirsty

pukgsolima a. jealous; creating attration or likeness

pukota'n a. contented; satisfied

pukotari % to long for food, drink, water, clothing, sexing etc); feeling of desire,
lust

pula a. tastless; sour; defiled

pulama v to defile; to desecrate

palama n bitterleaf

pulo n blood; oil (taba-pulo)

pulopulépulo a. red

pulopuléféniba n weaver-bird

pulosetibisara % anoint; (also = mijefiafiama)

puma v to slice into smaller pieces

pumbo n bad or foul air exuded from the anus; fart

pumboba % to pollute the air by exuding fart

pumby % to totter; moving as if wanting to fall

pumbaré n chaff; pieces; fragments; crumbs

pun a. shut; blind; filled up; blocked

punda v.a. to oppress; to suppress one's feelings etc.

punma % to blockade; to shut or close

pudanma adv to sneak or move stealthily (also = ménép Uma)

puny n ma ‘fox’

pung v to press

punukéroma % to subdue

pundma % to pressurise; to overcome by placing much pressure on; to accuse
innocently

pog @si (pYsi) n pussy, cat (<Eng. pussy)

pdra v to carry

purama v to take refuge with absolute surrendering (also = sisima)
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purayé n load, burden; responsibility
puruky a. rumpled,;
V. to ruffle up
purukupuruky id. in a rough bundling up
purupurd a. disorderly; untidy; scattered; unkempt
purupurugbo$ky n fowl with unkempt feathering
puardarupakéa a. appearing suddenly; accidental
purdarupakayé n accident
pusara % to tear or break in pieces
pawasa v to cut open widely as of cloth; to spread abroad as information or
declaration
R,r
R,r a consonant, the twenty-sixth letter of the Okrika alphabet. The letter,
R,r, is one of the unproductive letters as word-beginning. Its main
importance lies more on its inevitable peculiar grammar usage. Thus
the suffix-ré or réré, is mostly used in forming words by affixing to
other words. Its functions are (i) to express and denote the meanings of
only, unless, except; (ii) to introduce prepositional clauses and phrases.
Thus
ari-re Is it she that?.......
ari-re Is it these that?......
be-ré unless he .......... only he ............ Is it he that ......
fa-ré Unless it is finished......
fi-re Unless death .............. only death ................
ini-re Unless they ............... Except they ...............
iri-ré Is it you that? ........... only you that? ............
iri-re Except | .....ccccoeunee. Isit | that? .............
iri-re Except |l .....cccceee Isitlthat? .............
iru-re Only drink that ...........
ma-ré Is it she that? ...........
mij-ré Only this................ Is it this that?...........
omine-re Unless you ................
Ori-ré Unless he himself .........
si-ré Unless itis bad ..........
ibimaréré It is all well that........
ibiréré It is well that ...........
0 boréré Unless he comes ...........cc....... It is only when he comes
that ........
0 bo$ro-réré Unless he passes ..........cccceeee. It is when he passes
that ............
ori goko-réré Unless he accepts .........ccccue.ee.n. Only when he accepts
that ............
rédio n radio (<Eng.)
régerégé a. feeling tired and disturbed physically
ringi n ring worn on the finger (<Eng.)
rula n ruler (<Eng. ruler)
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S,s

S,s consonant, the twenty-seventh letter of the Okrika alphabet

sa n debt; anything owed; a score-point in a game

saba Y, to cross; to go over to an opposite place

sabatéli n bridge, ferry

sabain n soap (<Port.)

sabama % to pass on; to take to the other side

sadéri v to sell on credit

safi % to owe

sain(ma) adv throwing oneself down consciously e.g. at a bathing pool, springing
from a pier into the water (see nainmu)

saji n f turbot, Psettodes belcheri [RF]

saji n serge, woollen cloth, twill, worsted; (<Eng.)

sakain a. elegant and austere looking magnificent

sakala a. wide apart (like large ears)

saki v.n start

sakie excl. vocative expression used in calling the attention of listeners during
story telling

sakimié % to start doing

sako n f fish sp.

sakoroma % to give on credit; (also = sapiri, sadéri)

sala a. distant, aloof

salama adv behaving in an unconcerned manner; getting aloof from others;
nonchalant behaviour

saama adv. more than required

saama-barasin % to leave off with consideration; to let go with discretion

samasama a. opposite

sambi n key

samina a. dry

san Y% to urinate; also used as adjective to describe nightfall (éné-san)

sana % to fling; to spray

sanga n dry branch of any plant

sanj V. melt

sanj n alligator pepper

sant % to sign a document to append one's signature (<Eng. sign)

sanjsanj a. glistening; shining in oily colour; "shineshine"

sanyQ n urinal; place for urinating

sapiri v.n credit sale, giving article of sale on credit (also = sakoroma)

sara n refuse heap; dung hill (a.) reduced e.g. swelling

sara % to pour or drop
chorus in singing

saragbala n i small greyish hopping larva or insect commonly found among refuse
heaps

sarakoroma % to abandon; to leave off completely

sarama \ to be quick; in haste; to be fast; quickly

sarama % to force womanhood on a girl who has been impregnated before the
'Iria’ ceremony

sarama v to overhear; to reach somebody by hearing (also = owuma)

sarasara a. light; not heavy; simple and accessible; easy; reduced in weight

sasa % to renew power as of charm; to revitalise

sasa a. distant; apart; not in close contact
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sasanyg n distant place; abroad

sasama v to get aloof; to be afar off

saso n evening; period close to night-fall

sé n nation; clan; tribe

se conj. and, then, what; also used as auxiliary word ;to phrases e.g., s&€ nwo
bére meaning by the way?

adv. used in the Infinitive Mood in elliptical statements e.g. 'Sé chyai.e.’
oki sé chlia meaning "take to put in" ("take" not usually expressed)
prep. sé 6toma i.e., for instance, for example

séefii @ v to practise harlotry; to fornicate; whore

sé-élékima n national sign or mark e.g. national flag

séfiapu n adulterers

se-fibg n harlot, prostitute, whore (also = amanwengi-erembg)

sé-fiyé n national food or cake

séin % to send; to load in; to allow someone a lift; to shave; to give presents
during dances or displays; to spray currency notes on performers

séian-sgianbo % coming in succession across a waterway or bridge in batches by means
of ferry by boat, canoe, vehicle esp. during festivities

sgian-sgiansé % going in succession across a waterway or bridge in batches by means
of ferry by boat, canoe vehicle, esp. during festivities

sé-ingd n national wealth

sé-karifiye n national pledge

séke v to place under; thus chukusékéyé (pad, tibisékéyé (pillow))

séké n time or period (Ogoloma dialect) (also = siki)

seké v to awaken; to arouse as of old sickness in the body or cough arousing
lungs ailment

sékéni n traditional group of recognized intelligent and respectable men who
liaise with the common people for the chiefs, and with the chiefs for
the king; a group of people responsible for the government of the
people

séki v.n dance

seki n crocodile

Sékibo p.n.  fm family in Awolome Biri

sékibg n dancer

sékiri n the world

sékiribé-ayé n worldly things earthly things; also tomkiriee-ayé

sélé excl expression used to ward off unimportant matter, or to condemn a
person (slang)

selé % to select; to choose

séled iki % to examine

séleQ” @ki a.n chosen; elect

séleyé n something selected

s¢léma a.v separately selected from others

Sélema p.n.  fm name of family in Okrika, living in Edereme Biri

seleti % to jubilate without control

sémbe adv. not knowing that; incidentally

sema a.n.v article or message sent; to send on errand

semeni n.a. poor; not wealthy; needy

séngi % to slice e.g. cassava tuber into tapioca

sénj v.n to grow; to rise to increase; growth

séni adv. and so; and then; so; then

sénibg n elder; as senior person, pl. séniapu ()
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sé-nime n national song; national anthem

sénig $ru n age; age group; people belonging to an equal set of age

sénisénima adv. making the face pucker as with disdain

sénsénma a.adv in little bits like showers of rain falling; also applied to newly cut hair
growing, oil poured on sliced yam

s¢-6pl n national pride

serére v to lean to; to lean on something

séri a. flowing as of tidal water

séri v to skim, carefully removing dust floating on water; to dust slightly and
carefully

Sétari n patriotic society of an age-group; loving one's nation

séyéchin % to give heed to

Sii n.a. sin; wrong doing; bad; evil

sii n twenty in counting; also si

sia % to break off from loving one another, like husband and wife being no
more on terms or two friends in dispute

sian n veins, artery; rope or twine esp. that made from raffia

sibaraséimbasi % to be wantonly treacherous

sibiri n crocodile, “alligator’

sibu"$fima n absolution

sibu™$vinpiki a. penitent

sidukopakyma % to confess

siifaa-oju n vile body

sifgla n WO0O0; curse against someone

sigo \ to confess; to avow

Sika p.n.  fm family in Okrika, living in Adedeme Biri

sika n f sting-ray, Dasyatis margarita. cf. also abajibaraba

sikaka n cotton tree with thorns

sikadka mast in a ship

sikaka-chin n tree or wood from cotton tree

SIKT % to reject; forsake; renounce

siki n time by the clock or period

siki n bay; out into the open sea

sikifamaka a. immediate

sikifamakabu'$ adv. immediately; forthwith

sikimamgba adv. always

sikikienyé n clock, watch, time keeper, (also = sokignyé)

sikiméa prep. except; unless

sikiméa % to give way; get aloof

sikimanyo” n abroad

sikinasikina adv. as time goes on; eventually; time and again

sikipu adv. thence; from that time (usually applied as cheekword with the prefix
'mioku’ i.e. from now upward)

sikirt % to wash

sikiri v fade; changing from its original colour

sikirt \Y; to rub or smear with some force; to massage

sikita n mi  big drum with baritone tune, usually used in marking the tempo of the
music produced by the set

siko n f caterpillar like lobsters

ms conical material used in decorating masquerade at the back of the waist

(tumo-imgbusu)

sikomasikoma a. not proper, of doubting nature; not well born
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sikdroma n evil thought or plan against someone; bad feeling

sikoromanyg n place where bad things are deposited like the bad "bush" where
sacrificial materials, dead bodies resulting from accidents, withcraft,
sores etc. are deposited

silili n shilling (<Eng.) also sili, silingi

silingt % eating fufu, that is, rolling fufu balls and swallowing profusely

sima Y% to destroy and to spoil intentionally; also sima

sima % to sigh

simbi v to pull harder; to use a pole to pull by pushing the pole against the bed
of the water underneath

simbi % to drown someone by pressing him into the water, denying him
breathing

simé n conception; being in family way

sime \Y; to stay; to sit down; to marry

simébgsimébg a.n everyone; all and sundry

simégbamaso adv. everlasting; remaining for ever; eternal

simékpoto % to miscarry as of conception also siméso

siméoghbo adv. while; in space of time

simésin % to commit abortion

simeétibiyé n dowry in money or kind

simetgnbo$ n fiancée or fiancé; intended wife or husband

siméy”e n dowry
seat

simé n underwear for women's gown [<Eng. chemise]

simiemieyé n iniquity

sin v to drink tea or soup

sin$ v to remove

sindibinanémikub n conscience

ie

sinbarabu n retrenchment (also = firib{so)

sindaki a. elastic; spontaneously expansive and flexible like pounded fufu or yam

sindd V,exc an expression to indicate sympathy for someone physically hurt or

. otherwise disturbed with worries; to take courage

siné n noose

singi n f catfish

singi % f to slumber

singilabolia n f moray eel, Muraenidae. with white and black colour segmentation

singo n f shellfish found in sand bank; clam (bivalve)

sinini n velvet cloth

sinin{ % to slip (bQe-sinini)

sininisinini a. smooth; slippery; velvetine

sinint a. cramp; lacking flow of blood in some part of the body; spasmodic; the
muscle retracting, also &sémini-miniba

sinpakdma Y% to bring out; to subtract

sinwengikon % to transgress

sig" $ku” abb. abbreviation of the phrase 'sig"$ku I, némika?', a blaming tone on
someone who ought to know the facts of an affair but poses not to
know

siparanga n lungs; lit. bad liver also fufa

sipiri n whitlow, okoghia (<Igbo) lit. bad bush

sirititima adv. gushing sound of liquid (blood, water etc.) from a source (echoic)

sisayetélima v to make restitution; to make amends for wrong or injury done by
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giving an equivalent compensation

sisé v rise, awake; get up

sisibéne adv. two days before yesterday or after tomorrow

sisiki n bad moments; ill fated period; irregular period

sisima v to force oneself on another for responsibility, feeding, and shelter
to demand debt forcefully

sitéinyé n. the worst of all

sitelimayé n propitiation bringing to a favourable and peaceful satisfactory
condition

sitibi n wickedness

sitorusékié’$nma v to imagine or believe to be rightly chargeable with something wrong;
to suspect

sitorgsékiénmabg n suspect

$

sitd n stew (<Eng.) also sutu

siyé n vice; evil; whitlow

siyeb(-bQsiri % to eschew evil; to abstain from any evil or bad thing

siyebQvinpikt % to eschew evil

SO % to go; move

SO n sky; fate or fortune

o) adv. too; also

SO0 v to enter; initiate as member of a society

soalagba n thunder; lightening

sobéin a. fully entered (also = sgpali, sgbigbi)

sobie n heaven

sobieng0 n heavenly treasure

sobé % to return; come back from a journey

sobo % to enter in as the door opens after knocking

sobuno n clouds (also = sotoru meéngi) (lit. water of the atmosphere)

sodachieny( n horizon

sodu $pari n hailstone

soburamé n mole on the human skin

so-elekima n natural sign e.g., rainbow on the sky; also unusually size of mole on
the human skin or mark one is born with; birthmark (also = sonimé)

soféni n vulture (also = ind(; ode $l¢)

Sofir{ p.n. work from heaven usually taken as name for "Godpower" i.e.; God's
labour (also = TAMUNokaro or Qrakaro)

sogbigbi adv. fully entered or contained

sogbisiri adv. fully entered; gone right through inside; to enter into a house
completely

sogbaruaru n c brownish crab found in light mangrove forest and waterside, believed
never to release its victim when it bites, unless the weather thunders.

SOi num thirty in counting

s0inyo n power from heaven or above

soja n soldier (<Eng.)

soki n occasional lazy, mood of a person as a result of (i) his wife's sexual
indecency exercised on him (see érémeéni-ijibaso) (ii) guilty
conscience (see iriaso); repercussion

soki v to pick out from original body or container e.g. oyster from its shell;
revealing hidden facts

sokienyé n time keeping instrument; clock or wrist watch (also = sikikienyé)

sokipakuma v to pick or extract from original body or container (also = sgkisin)
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sokir{ v to find out hidden facts scrupulously; investigate thoroughly; to be
solicitous about minute details

sokis n socks (<Eng.)

sokisin v to pick out from the original container with pin or needle like the
removal of periwinkle (isdm) from its shell

sokopi a. lifted high pointedly; titling out conspicuously from a point

sokoro v.a. to fall; to cast down; to become

sokoroma v usually refers to the moon or sun just before it comes to view; the
clearing state of the sky before the moon or sun appears

soku Y to dig; to harvest

Soku p.n. "juju™ of separation or enmity invoked by a relation. An offended
relative, not wishing continuity of the love link between him or her and
his or her relative (sister, brother, children, parents, cousins, etc.)
openly declares that the offender should no more have any link with
the offended, even unto death. This declaration is known as the "juju”,
soku

sokusiki n harvesting period; harvest

sokusikialali n harvest season; harvest; thanksgiving ceremony

sokasin Y% to dig or scoop out

sokatoélana % to bore a hole through digging

-SQ aff. also. Agrees tonally with stem

solt % to have the linking for another man's possession; to covet (also =
dikipukgsoli)

sololo a. hanging; dangling

soma v.a. onward; forward; go ahead

sOma V. do not enter; commanded not to enter

soma con;j. then; there upon; there and then (carefully used in the same sense as
tere)

sog$maa v to make reference to someone by word (usually preceded with the
auxiliary 'gkugin' thus, '6kugin Tisod$ma (referring to me); 'ok(ein &
sgomaa’ (referring to her etc.)

somasoma a. not proper; something not regular and not aborigin esp. as of birth of
someone (also = sikgma-sikoma)

sombi \% to squat

somaQ ph.w. to go in; commanded to go in

songilt % to screw inside; to turn repeatedly inside; to find fault (idiomatic use)

songu n sardine, Sardinella spp. (cf. ékémba)

soni conj. too; also

sonimé n heaven's mark; natural or original mark; birthmark; congenital mark on
the body like mole (also = so-élékima)

sénio num. six in counting

sonju n nautical mile arbitrarily reckoned from bends (capes) of either
mangrove forest or river vegetation; nautical kilometre adapted

song num. five in counting;
ants

sonomi num. seven in counting

sQnsgn a. irritating; scratchy; feeling uneasy; itching

sony¢ n porch; entrance

sopu (siopy) n shop (<Eng.)

sQpsop n succulent fruit with white pulp and black seeds (<Eng. soursop) also
chgchgp

sopali a. tightly entered in full
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sOrisori a. haphazardly done or said; anything said or performed with little care or
not

soro n f red snapper, Lutjanus agennes (also agbara)

sOrowari n isolated hut built on a dunghill or bush for a mad person, idiot or a
patient with an infectiious disease

sgsa n saucer (<Eng.)

sgsa n phrase word, meaning if entered

sosi adv. perhaps; maybe; probably

sosikima adv. particularly; especially; moreso

sotgonyé n something planned by heaven i.e., God's plan (usually taken as name)

sotoruy n atmosphere; sky

sowa a. entered in excess; full and overflowing

sowakam n lightning; that casual winking lightning that opens and closes without
thunder also known as &maibalafama

sowu n. repercussion; some happening to cause results in the bad or negative
sense

sowubi v.n. to fight in return for a past grievance or misunderstanding; to retaliate;
vengeance

sQyé n profit; gain

si % to soak; to immerse; to steam fresh fish, meat, etc., in order to preserve
it

sUi v.a. increase; risen in size e.g., bread loaf as it bakes; to swell up

sua(suwa) excl. expression of forbidding anything evil; pronounce curse, wishing evil,
failure etc. a parent to a child or master to his subject

sua (suya) n roasted pieces of meat on stick (<Hausa)

sua % to lodge complaint to someone with the intent to expect a redress and
compromise

suba n fg  hooked spear mostly used in fishing

suka a. hooked

suka % to hang on a hanger
increasing or doubling line of meshes in a net

suki v.a. to waver in behaviour; to be slippery or unsteady in decision; unsteady
like a canoe with narrow keel

sukulu n school (<Eng.)

sule % to deride someone by openly hooting at him

sulésule v.a. hovering about in distress being embarrassed; moving here and there in
quest of help when one is involved in trouble e.g., court case, death

sulesulema adv. like a chained criminal having his legs dangling as he struggles under
torture

suluku v.a. entangled like fish in a net; soaked in a bog or mud or swamp

suma v push; using force to move something steady

sumagbin v to push down a steady object e.g., a standing object or human being

suna Y% to struggle by throwing oneself about; to be worried inwardly over an
issue

sundgku n hunchback with chest protrusion

sunguma v to be in procession or recession; to form a single file; to be in line

suny n cane

sunufaré n inside pith of cane when the outer material is removed
sickness which causes disorder of the stomach, setting unrest, frequent
stooling, vomiting and sometimes developing to fainting-fit

syunyuni % to massage the body using ointment to smear part of the body or rub

with strain
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susafitaru n leaven; leavened bread (biblical)

sutd n stew (<Eng.) also situ

Tt

Tt consonant, the twenty eighth letter of the Okrika alphabet

ta n wife

tada excl. expression to ward off an undesirable; term to check noise or to quell a
child

tdba v to lick with the tongue

tabo$ n wife; married woman; spouse

tabo \Y to soak; to immerse or soak oneself in water

tabatabama adv. talking like a learner of a language; talking with a lisp; uttering words
resembling each other

tabritabri a. too fond of making speech before any other in a gathering; forward in
behaviour; officious; retortive

taintain a. trembling; palpitating

taki % to attach or place at a tip of something like cloth; to append something
to another, leaving it dangling like epaulet on the soldiers of high
military officers

takitaki a. untidy; rough; slipshod; disorderly; unkempt (adv.) takitakima

tala n yeast

talabua a.n extraordinary; awkward; queer in looking e.g., with any inanimate
thing or structure like extra large paddle; wear; oversize, etc.

talatala a. scattered and disorderly like unkempt hair

tali a. neatly projecting out; to be turgid and erect

taalé excl term in the dub-game; as the pursuer pursues the runner, he who
quickly reaches the co-ordinator, registers and declares his escape by
dubbing the co-ordinator with the shout 'taalo’ that is, | register my
refuge; a moon light game for children

tAmatamatama adv. rushing out to check and disturb an incoming person; intercepting the
furious incomer

Tamung n God Almighty

Tamandbére n Godly, religion; divine ways of God; religion; worshipping of God
service of God

tamungbérédikob n evangelist; preacher

0%

tAmynodikibalafa  a. devout; pious; devoted

tdmygnodikdsima v to speak impiously or irreverently of God; to blaspheme

tdmang-igh”e n ark of God

tamungkikéa a. Godly; divine; God-like

tamangkpoti % to dissemble; speak or act hypocritically

tamunokpdtiapu n dissemblers; pretenders; fanatics

tdmagngnémi a. religious; pious; devoted

tan v to collect and carry off to throw away as of refuse; also to paint; to
smear as oil on wound

taén a. satisfied; contended

tanda n elevated seat prepared to display the body of a dead man who in his
life time maintained respectable fame as a warrior, or a wealthy Chief,
or a patriot

tanda v to clear or take burning coal or cinder from the hearth with the purpose
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of kindling fire

tanglitangli a. thin; tiny; lanky

tangbin % to remove and throw away (<ljo) (also = tanwikima)

tanji v to climb; to ascend

tanjisaba % to cross by climbing a bridge

u,u

U,u vowels, the twenty-ninth and thirtieth letters of the Okrika alphabet

au excl. pronounced oo as in fool, is an expression of derisive hooting made on
someone who performs a shameful act in the public e.g. a thief caught
in public

uuu excl. ?

ubé n native pear (<lgbho)

U@ku p.n.  fm family in Abua in ALGA

ukuya n rice fruit (<lgbo)

Uriri pn.  fm family in KELGA

Uu u

ukpakala n oil bean (<lIgbo)

V v

Vv consonant, the thirty first letter of the Okrika alphabet

vaa id. expressing the tear of cloth (echoic); splash of water dashed on
something or someone

Vali id. splashing sound as of bailing water out of a boat or container (adv.)
vaima,; also duvai

vain id. frying sound also as (v) indicating flow of money

vaki % to roll balls of fufu furiously

vaama a.adv description of the brightness of light or colourful cloth, thus vaamabia
i.e. shining brightly

vapuvapu id. descriptive of the method of bailing water out of a sinking boat; quick
removal of water from a boat with panga (bailer)

Véli n cloth known as velvet; smooth carpette stuff (<Eng.)

VEvé a. descriptive of the style of wearing cloth far down to touch the ground
as overflowing, mostly peculiar to women's fashion

vévé-Kiri n fishing-port

via a. shining bright; clear with a spark

vin n automatic wavering like light

vinvin adv. wavering

vinpiki v to turn about instantly

vinpikikubie(mgb n penitent heart

olu)

vi'ni a. clear and matching in colour

viopu id. expression of a sudden removal of something from a tight substance or
container like a cock of a bottle; a sudden breaking or cutting off from
original body like a link in a chain, etc.; viopuma (adv.)

viopumapgkg v to cut off or break off suddenly from the parent body or stalk
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VO adv. pouring out something in quick release thus vomasara; also, plenty

V0o a. overlapping, dangling like ‘don' or women's dress worn below the
ankle; loose dressing (also = vodQ&)

vodo v to eat voraciously and untidily

vokom excl. an expression describing the sudden burning or lighting of fire

vokomakori v.adv to catch fire suddenly, like gunpowder or petrol

vokorovokaérd a. loose as of wear e.g., oversize of dress or show

vomasara adv poured out in quick release; available in great quantity

vorokoto id. descriptive of surrendering to a benefactor at his feet; sudden collapse;
total purposeful fall like a soft material

vorovoroma adv pouring out of liquid in regular sequence like urine from its organ or
wine from a bottle or leakage of pipe water

v wavering; swinging here and there

vikpa a. descriptive of a big head, usually 'tibi-vakpa' (n) big, abnormal head
ablong in shape

vukuma n fg  method of angling where a rope with a single hook is used in flinging
any fish that gets itself entangled from the trapping point

vauma id. moving in a straying manner as one under the influence of some evil
spirit, being carried to places planlessly

vavima id. passing in quick succession without break like operating machines in a
factory

W,w

W,w consonant, the thirty second letter of the Okrika alphabet

wa pron. we

waa v.a. to rush to meet somebody (usually as auxiliary to an accompanying
verb ‘mu’' thus 'waama’
overflowing to pour out like beer or drink in a cup

waka % to shake in a swinging manner from side to side like afloating a boat
that is sinking; shaking or rocking in order to remove the water from a
boat

waki % to cast (net or lot) to throw any object to another; to swerve to another
side

walalawalala id. unsteady, moving here and there

wananiwanani id. glistening; sparkling; shining brightly

waninj id. dazzling and piercing in the eye

wapakaba % to gush out as blood from artery or water from a spring

wara Y, to scratch roughly; to extort or grab

waraka adv expression generally used after verbs to confirm the force of the verb
e.g., '0" bo waraka' (hope he came)

waram n seizure by hand; grabbing like animals

warawara a. coarse; porous; like dry gari

wari n house; home

waribie n inside of house

warialaga n the end of the eave of a roof

wari'bo n gecko

waribo$ko n door; refuge

warikoli n corner of a house

warikabu n waiting or sitting room or drawing room of a building

wariméngiayé n rats and mice in a house
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warinwéngi % to ask for someone’s hand in marriage

warinwengira n drink offered during the wooing period of a fiancé to the parents of the
fiance. This is done before the marriage ceremonies take shape. It is
known as 'bgke gbolo ye' i.e.; something denoting a tap at the door,
something requesting the hands of somebody

WAriton % to make bequeathal plans of a late person's property; to bequeath

wasa v to scatter or spread

wasala a. extra wide as of ears

wasama v to spread information or news or anything that can be handled

watawata a. full to the brim

wawa a.v reduced esp. in body; emaciate

wOwo n membrane; fluid that bursts out before a woman delivers a child during
labour

wayo n cheating (<Yor.)

wée a.v wavering to this way and that way; unsteady; double dealing

wée a.v splashing of foam caused by the waves of the ocean or paddling effect;
over flowing foam running over a cup or soup pot

wekerénge adv not quite long; just now also ewekerenge

wekeéréré adv now then; then; at this time; it is then

wéléema adv distantly; being at good space; wide or quite apart

wélewélé a. flippant of tongue beating tales etc.

Weéréweré a. gushing out arising from spilling any liquid-oil, kerosene, petrol etc.

wéri % to keep; to retain

wéripakabd % to come about

WEriso % to leave off; to spare; to forego or forgive

wiki n wick (<Eng.)

wiki n week (<Eng.)

wiliwili a. descriptive of fast, deep colouring like ebony black, indigo etc.

wirikiwiriki a. vesatious; disputatious; vexing repeatedly; adv. wirikiwirikima

wisulu n whistle (<Eng.)

w00 v to awaken from sleep

wQo excl shout of noise

wofu n wharf (<Eng.)

WOKIT % to disturb orderly packed things by scattering them as a result of
searching; searching for pieces of some materials food, cloth, etc.

wokbko adv act of seizure with force or gread; total grapping (also = gbukuku)

wokolg a. spoilt; disfigured; appearing flimsy

wokowoko a. echoing in the ear

wokuma % to throw away

walt % to cut or break a long material into a short one; to break into small
pieces or segments e.g. sugarcane into pieces

wolo % to insult somebody; frequently touching some material or object

wologi n.a. confused state; in a jumbled situation

wolélo v.a. to put up a magnificent building (also = b61616)

woloma \Y; mixed; diluted; mutilated

wolomasin % to deface; to erase or dust off; blot out

wori % abuse

worinimé % reproach; abusive term

worg \Y to draw out; to remove from a group, marsh or substance or hole

wQro a. reduced by emaciation

worgpakgma % to draw out from a container like sword from its sheath or feather from

the body of a bird
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wosiséma v to awaken a sleeping person; to revive an affair at its moribund state

wororo adv. entering successively into a container through a spout or mouth or
passage

wodma adv shouting or echoing continuously

wowo a. echoing

wu pron. it. used for lower animals and inanimate or household objects
masquerade (<6wu)

wubé n short form of éwube the mask; also used casually for 'type of cloth' or
anything; that thing

wukuma % to throw away

wulé excl expression of condemnation and abuse; term following a look down on
somebody or something (collog.)

wqla a. spoilt; changed to a bad condition; unrealistic

wuruwdru a.n unsteady; deceitful and pliable in behaviour; also sand the smallest
type of gravel or pebble

wusawusama adv growing precociously; fast in developing

Yy

Y.y consonant, the thirty-third letter of the Okrika alphabet

ya excl. exclamation esp. of greeting, denoting 'hi'; derisive expression to call
the attention of someone of lower rank,
also applied to a familiar person or an equal or friend,, also, yaya or
yayaya

waa n.v highest form of marriage in the culture of Okrika (see Appendix I11)

yabée n vocative address, calling the attention of a male friend or an equal or
lower person; a casual call

yaab0$ n woman married by the yaa system; a lawfully married woman in
whose marriage the ceremonial custom of Okuru' (raffia cloth) and
ikpo' (Kano cloth) with other accompanying things like 'real-india’
(injiri) cloth, money and drinks are adopted

yaméaa n feminine of 'yabee'

yaminima adv. quietly; calmly; unnoticed

yanga n.a. appearing well clad and pretentiously showy (<Pidgin)

yangiri v.a. to roll and twist as a result of being restless as caused by over-feeding
or irritation like the behaviour of a snake after swallowing some
creature or being smeared with petrol

yariri a. erect; straight; upright; clear in standing order or growth

Yasi excl. expression made to drive away domestic animals like fowls, goat etc.
(<from yasikima)

yau (yawu) a. quiet; calm; silent

yauma adv quietly; silently

yawo excl. exclamation of expressing surprise and fear (short form of 'yawoto")

Yawotd excl. exclamation denoting surprise

yawgyawuy a. softly crisp and coarse in the mouth like fairly ripe pawpaw

yayakororo n army-worm, brownish destructive creature that attacks crops in the
farm

yayayéa a. disorderly; unsteady; scattered

yay0 excl same as yawoto exclamation expressing surprise

yayo n son of a parent

yayotoku n paternal grandson; little son of a parent
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yé pron. it; thing; something

yée excl. stammering expression used unconsciously while thinking to say
something

yée % do; lot; allow it to be; grant that; cause it to be

yeabala v to be mindful of something; to consider something

yéba % to break something; capable of dyeing or staining something; to kill
something

yeébaraso n prosperity

yebari % to repeat; do again

yebari n multiplication in maths

yébeé % to say something; to be fond of talking or insinuating; uttering;
gossiping

yebé v to ask for something; to enquire or consult the oracles of a god at a
shrine

yébibara n supplication

yebibg n consultant

yebiofori a. empty; desolate (also = yébiesiméka)

yebin v to pick up something

yébd % to dab; to touch or hold for firmness or security

yébii % to smoke or drink something

yeba prep. of something; pertaining to something

yeb(okoro a. being satisfied with some explanation; comprehensive

yébakurg a. to be in need; lacking funds

yebQkurgapu n the needy; people in want

yebQlokokokd a. bountiful; abundant

yébQdso a. being annoyed

yébQsoka a. vain; worthless; valueless; not important

yéchin % to name; to invoke; to ascribe

yéchga n. addition in maths

yéchga % to add or increase something

yéchuo % to cook something

yéchyowari n kitchen (also = yechug@-nye)

yeda v to help put down load; to focus; to point or face

yeda % to imitate something; to entrap

yédagien$ to copy

yédagienmasini n xerox, photocopier; photostat machine; also yedachua-masini

yedaoki v to receive or accept something

yedawo % to learn something

yédawgdnémi % to acquire knowledge

yédé % to drive something; to exorcise as of a medicine man or charmer

yedé % to spread things as for sale or show

yedéri \% to sell something

yedii(yédii) a.v to know how to do or perform; capable of doing

yedin % to disguise; to change something into another form

yédie v to share something; to teach

n division in maths

yédiebd n teacher

yediki % to look on

yedikiyé n telescope, magnifying glass (also t¢radikiye)

yedoki \% to find or look for something

yedori % to weave something

yédii v to bail something e.g. using a spoon or cup to remove liquid (soup or
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water). Idiomatically applied to mean making much profit; profiteering

yéduko v to tell or speak; to engage in telling something; to discuss

yédakd % to chew something

yéfa a. something being lost or being finished

yefama v to lose something; finishing or settling or resolving an issue; to waste
or spend something esp. making expenses

yefé v.n buying something

yéfin % eating something

yefibara n how to eat

yefin v.n jumping something

yéfoi v.n roasting; to roast

yéfura v.n stealing; to steal

yeégalagalama % to scatter things; to set confusion; to cause disagreement

yégien v to write

yégien-masini n typewriter

yégo % to read or name something

yégose n.ad on account of something because of; reason

%

yégua % to mix something; to make some concoction

yéguo % to cure or treat some ailment

yégbana v to add something; to put something on top

yegbanama % to add more; to bid higher in auction sale; to make better offer

yégbanayé n shelf; cupboard

yégbani % to make demands

yegbéla \Y; to inquire about something; to seek information; to consult the oracles

yégbin v to throw something at; to mend or sew

yégbin-masini n sewing machine

yégbinbg n person who mends or sews; tailor or seamstress

yégbé v to invoke something; to invoke evil spirit against someone

yegbg v to peck as does a bird or fowl; to strike as with a pointed instrument;
also to roll 'fufu’ and dip into soup and swallowing

Yéi excl. O, oh! Shout of exclamation for being surprised at something

yéibipiri a.n prosperous; progressing in endeavours; prosperity (also =
yétorokdmuns)

yéigbani % to demand something

yéikasi % to lock something; to prevent from action

yéinéma % to endure or bear something

yeinémabiebu n long suffering; long and patient endurance (Biblical)

yéini \Y; to smell or sense some odour

yéji % to offload something; also, to load on

yéjiké % to shake something

yéjinia v to strife; to drag an issue on

yeékain % to pluck something e.g. fruit from a tree or plant

yékainbo % to understand; to be able to comprehend something

yekaka % to tie or prepare or parcel something; to brain-wash someone with
some plan of evil intention

yékan % to set confusion; to tear something

yékari % to pray; to invoke; to plead; to curse

yekéin v to print or make a drawing of something; to make a painting of some
article work

yékien % to count by numbering

yékiki v to stop or prevent
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yékin % to extract something

yékon % to accumulate or acquire something or wealth

yékénfi Y% to do business and live by it; to earn a living by being in an occupation

yékdnma % to serve someone economically; to live with a master or mistress,
rendering to him or her all that one realises by trade; to practise
feudalism

yekon-oki Y% to be independent; to start serving oneself after rendering services to a
master

yekoko % to save or keep under safe condition

yekun v to have or make a good catch as in a fishing trip

yekpa % to take good care of something; saving it

yékpakpa % to remove the outer coat of something metallic

yékpakpu % to hold something tight, avoiding anybody, noticing it; to pilfer

yekpaty % to fasten together; to clinch

yékpo™ % to tie something

yéla a. valuable; to be costly

yelaka a. cheap; unworthy

yema n things

% don't do

yémie % to do something

yémiebara n behaviour

yémiebarabéoloko n precepts

yémiekirama % to plan things agreeably and in good order; to make or arrange things
accordingly

yémiekdroma % to arrange things firmly; to confirm plans

yénemi a. wise, sensible clever

yénémikabo$ n idiot, fool, twit, stupid person, blockhead

yengibo$ n mother; also nyéngibg$

yénunya v.a. to drag issues; to argue; to be disputatious

yényana v.a. to own something

yé-0bolémayé n gum, glue

yé-6fo % to investigate something secretly; to research

ye-¢fgin v to seize something; to be rapacious

ye-ofori n zero; nothing

ye-0ki v to take something

yé-0l6 % to hold something; to be wealthy; to be rich

yeotomayé n analogy

yepakuma a. fruitful; fertile; prolific; productive

yépéi % to eat fish, meat or insects (specially applied to this class of protein
food)

yépélé % to cut something; to finish or decide something

yepiki v to deny something

yépiki % to turn something

yépb % to castrate or remove the inner part like the testickles

yépoki % to listen to something

yepoko v to pick out something from the ground or the body like picking out
jigger

yépoko % to remove from a stalk

yépu % to break or split something

yeriyeri a. transparent; inflamed appearance of the skin caused by burn or scald or
boil

yesaki v to start something
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yésara v to pour something

yésénwenilama \% to hurt some people or someone

yésin % to remove or subtract something (n) subtraction in Maths

yésin % to accomplish or finish (also = miesin

yesokiri % to be interested to know details of things; to argue or persist with
issues of minute points or details

yésu v to steam or parboil something like fresh fish or meat

yésika % to hang something

yeésukayé n hanger

yésun % to stretch something

yétaba Y% to pass the tongue over the surface of something; to lick

yétabo % to soak something

yétan v to collect things with the intention of carrying them off; also yétansin

yetéke % to worship things; to beg for something; to apologise; also yétékésin

yétékébara n act of praying or worshiping; supplication (also = yébibara)

yétélima % to effect repairing; to make things better; to refine something

yétéré % to take good care of something feeble; to be particularly mindful of
something

yétibi n reason; main point; chief account of something; subject; cause

yétokaru % to chew something

yéton \Y; to plan things; to measure; to survey; to forbid

yetonyé n measure; something for measuring like cup, rope, tape etc.

yétorokgman n progress; prosperity

yetanduy v to drag chances or performances; to shirk duty on account of another

yewoki % to be fond of touching and disturbing and thereby disfiguring, mixing
up and placing things disorderly

yéwoli % to cut or break something

yewolo % to be fond of touching things; hands not kept steady

yewoloma % to be fond of mixing up things

yéyée v to do something (also = yémie)

yeyéé excl. of no value or importance (<Pidgin)

yi v.n to bear a child; childbirth; parturition

yia excl. expression to strike fear into someone; also in low accent into
suspecting fear

yibalabala n labour; travail

yibg$ n one who delivers or brings forth a child; a nursing mother of a newly
born babe

yibg-oforikatoku  n parentless child; orphan

yikaboN n barren woman

yikiki v.n to stop childbirth; prevention of frequent delivery of child by applying
contraceptives etc.; adoption of family planning methods to check
childbirth; checking of childbirth

yila n womb

Yird p.n. name or title given to a son's wife by his parents and their relatives
(also = tokuta

yanga n attitude of bluff; pride; showy attitude (<Pidgin)

yongo % to swagger stylishly; to swank; moving with neck and body calmly
swinging; jerky in movement

yongoro n mother belonging to him or her; also, nyogoro or nyéngibg$ (his or
her mother)

yont a. reduced in size; lean; emaciated, (also= nygni)

yoriyori a. crystal clear
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yorititi a. straight and austere; clearly straight like discharging without any
disturbance or delivering a child without any hitch adv. ygrititima

ya pron. usually applied to an elegant masquerade (yubé)

yubé pron. referring to a particular masquerade, where the player is well known

yuadg excl. expression of joy and jubilation during masquerade display

yanifom n common dress; uniform worn by members of a society or group
(<Eng.)

Z,7

Zz consonant, the thirty-fourth letter of the Okrika alphabet

zaa id. expression denoting scattering

zama(zaamaa) adv. in a scattering manner e.g. occasion when a mad fellow scares a mob;
also used as prefix to mean automatic departure e.g. to leave off
instantly and arbitrarily

zyai id. expression denoting sudden escape

zuaima adv. vanishing from sight automatically
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